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微信扫码完成在线考试后，自动判分并呈现完整解析、错题录入错题本。 

Speed as well as accuracy is important in this section. Work quickly, or you may not finish 
the paper. There are no penalties for incorrect responses, only marks for correct answers, 
so you should attempt all 50 questions. Each question is worth one mark. 

Answer on the sheet provided. Questions ask you to show your choice between five options. 
Choose the one option you consider correct and record your choice on the separate answer 
sheet. If you make a mistake, erase thoroughly and try again. 

You must complete the answer sheet within the time limit. 

You can use the question paper for rough working or notes, but no extra paper is allowed. 

Calculators are NOT permitted. 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q1] 

Sometimes poverty is defined in relation to average income. For example, people may be said 
to be poor if their income is less than 60 per cent of the average income for the population. This 
is not a legitimate definition, because it is a measure of inequality rather than poverty. This is 
obvious if we consider the consequences of using the definition. It means that a huge pay rise 
for middle managers automatically throws some people into poverty, even though their income 
has not changed. On the other hand, the definition implies that in a society where almost 
everyone is starving, no one is poor. 

Which of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Having a relatively low income is not the same as being poor. 

(B) It is impossible to find an appropriate definition of poverty. 

(C) It is wrong to define poverty in relation to average income. 

(D) A huge pay rise for middle managers makes other people poor. 

(E) There is no inequality in a society where most people are starving. 

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q2] 

A child's bus fare is cheaper than the adult fare but is more than half the adult fare. The total 
cost of a single journey for an adult and two children is £1.20. Adult fares are all multiples of 
10 p. 

What is the adult fare? 

(A) 30 p 

(B) 40 p 

(C) 50 p 

(D) 60 p 

(E) 70 p 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q3] 

Over the past ten years, there has been a four-fold increase in the number of people killed in 
road accidents who are found to have illegal drugs in their bodies. The rate of increase is much 
greater than the corresponding rate for those people killed in accidents who were found with 
alcohol in their blood. This shows that the campaign against drink-driving has succeeded. 
Consequently, the Government ought now to concentrate on targeting those people who drive 
whilst under the influence of illegal drugs. 

Which of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the argument above? 

(A) Those people who take illegal drugs and drive are likely to be different from those who 
drink and drive. 

(B) Targeting people who drive under the influence of illegal drugs ignores those people who 
take drugs but do not drive. 

(C) The success of the drink-driving campaign does not mean that a campaign against drivers 
who take drugs would succeed. 

(D) The increase in drug-related road deaths is insufficient to conclude that the drink-driving 
campaign has succeeded. 

(E) Evidence on the number of drug-related road accidents needs to distinguish between 
illegal drugs and legal drugs. 

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q4] 

Socialist politicians are often taunted by their opponents for leading lifestyles similar to those 
of their capitalist counterparts. The theme of the taunts runs like this; 'You object on socialist 
principles to gross inequalities in the distribution of wealth; yet you enjoy a higher personal 
standard of living than the majority of the population. Therefore you are not really a socialist'. 
But the jibe can easily be answered, for there is no hypocrisy in arguing, even from a privileged 
position, for a fairer and more equal society. 

Which of the following is a conclusion which can be reliably drawn from the passage as a whole? 

(A) Socialists who enjoy personal wealth cannot object to others who amass even greater 
wealth. 

(B) Someone can be a genuine socialist whilst enjoying a high standard of living. 

(C) Calls for reform are more effective if they come from the more privileged classes of society. 

(D) There is nothing immoral about inequalities in the distribution of wealth. 

(E) It is hypocritical to claim to be a socialist if one enjoys a standard of living above the 
average. 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q5] 

The Executive of the Students' Union has recently carried out a survey to identify dangerous 
areas on campus. The survey led to the recommendation and implementation of measures such 
as improved lighting in suspect areas. Such reforms can only help to reduce the number of 
attacks on campus. 

However, the University lake and its surrounding area was not included in the survey as, 
despite being considered part of the campus, it actually belongs to the City Council. This means 
the University has no direct influence over safety standards in the area. It should therefore 
definitely be avoided by lone students at night. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of this argument? 

(A) Students do not look after their own safety but rely on others to take safety measures on 
their behalf. 

(B) The City Council regard the lake area as part of the campus. 

(C) Students walking on and off campus at night would go via the university lake. 

(D) The safety measures taken by the City Council are either non-existent or are inferior to 
those implemented by the Student Union. 

(E) The Executive of the Student Union is not merely seeking popularity in implementing its 
reforms but is genuinely concerned about safety risks. 

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q6] 

Steven has a customised motorcycle that he is very proud of and shows regularly in 
competitions. It is very important to him that his presentation is perfect and he likes to stop in 
front of the judges with both his tyre valves in the same position. The front tyre is smaller than 
the rear to aid its handling. The circumference of the front wheel is 2 m and the circumference 
of the rear wheel is 2.5 m. 

Steven starts with both valves in the same position at the bottom of each wheel. 

How far must he drive before the valves line up again at the bottom of each wheel? 

(A) 2.0 m 

(B) 2.5 m 

(C) 4.5 m 

(D) 10.0 m 

(E) 12.5 m 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q7] 

I have so many four digit code numbers to remember that I cannot keep them all in my head. 
The banks say you should not write down your Personal Identification Numbers (PINs) for 
cash and credit cards and keep them in a wallet with the cards. So I can find out what the 
numbers are, I have devised a code which should be complicated enough to confuse any thief 
who steals my wallet. I code all the numbers using 1 = A, 2 = B up to 9 = I, 0 = J. Then I write 
the coded numbers down backwards so 1234 is written DCBA. Finally at the end of each coded 
number I add an extra letter between A and J to say what that particular code is of: C is for 
credit card; F is for phone card; B is for bicycle lock combination; E is for my Eastern Bank card 
and D is for my Denton Building Society card. 

My list looks as follows: 

A D G E F 
C J D B E 
B G F A C 
G J A C D 
D F G C B 

What is my bicycle lock combination? 

(A) 4673 

(B) 5741 

(C) 7613 

(D) 4356 

(E) 3764 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q8] 

The drawing shows a sculpture as seen from above. 

 
Which of these could not be a view from one of the sides? 

  
 

A B C 

 
 

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q9] 

Some of the great sea-mammals, such as the sperm whale, have brains many times larger than 
ours. It is a fact of evolution that organs do not grow or remain large unless they are used; if 
they are not used they shrink or even disappear. It must be concluded therefore that the sperm 
whale makes intelligent use of the vast brain it possesses, perhaps at thought levels well 
beyond our understanding. 

Which of the following would, if true, weaken the argument? 

(A) Humans have developed intelligence despite having smaller brains than whales. 

(B) Whales lack the ability to communicate in language. 

(C) Large brains may have uses that do not involve intelligence. 

(D) There is no correlation between the size of the animal and the size of its brain. 

(E) Whale intelligence may be of a kind that humans do not recognise. 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q10] 

Mrs Jackson said that, if Mrs List were promoted, she would resign and we definitely do not 
want to lose Mrs Jackson. However, we are not going to promote Mrs List: we are going to offer 
the promotion to Mr Wade. Therefore Mrs Jackson will not resign. 

Which of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the argument? 

(A) It implies that Mrs Jackson threatened to resign because she wanted the promotion herself. 

(B) It does not explain why it is so important to keep Mrs Jackson. 

(C) It overlooks the possibility that Mrs Jackson might resign even if Mrs List is not promoted. 

(D) It overlooks the possibility that Mrs Jackson would not have resigned even if Mrs List had 
been promoted. 

(E) It overlooks the possibility that Mr Wade might not accept the promotion. 

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q11] 

There is much evidence to suggest that cannabis has therapeutic uses for people suffering from 
conditions such as multiple sclerosis. Given this, the prescription of cannabis should be made 
legal. If doctors were legally allowed to prescribe cannabis, multiple sclerosis sufferers and 
others might be spared much pain. Moreover, if cannabis could be legally prescribed, it would 
be possible to conduct large-scale surveys to establish whether cannabis really is of benefit in 
such cases. 

Which of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) There is no justification for existing laws against cannabis. 

(B) Cannabis can relieve the suffering of people with multiple sclerosis. 

(C) Doctors are opposed to existing laws on cannabis. 

(D) It should be legal for doctors to prescribe cannabis. 

(E) Large-scale surveys are needed to establish whether cannabis really is beneficial. 

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q12] 

Pierre and Marc are waiters. In one particular month, Pierre worked 30 sessions at the normal 
rate and 10 sessions at the overtime rate. Marc worked 20 sessions at the normal rate and 5 
sessions at the overtime rate. At the end of this month, Pierre earned 700 euros. Marc earned 
425 euros. 

What is the overtime rate per session? 

(A) 35 euros 

(B) 30 euros 

(C) 25 euros 

(D) 20 euros 

(E) 15 euros 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q13] 

The chart below shows the distribution of results this season for the Arlsea Strikers hockey 
team. They have played 24 matches to date and lost none. 

 

How many matches have they won? 

(A) 4 

(B) 6 

(C) 14 

(D) 16 

(E) 18 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q14] 

The cut out below was folded together to make a cube. 

 
Which of the following cubes was formed from this cut-out? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  
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[TSA, 2008S1Q15] 

Random drug-testing of prisoners was introduced in 1995 in order to solve the many problems 
associated with prisoners taking drugs. Since cannabis can be detected in the body up to a 
month after having been smoked, prisoners are tempted to switch to heroin, which stays in the 
system for only 48 hours. As a result, since drug-testing was introduced, cannabis use has 
declined by a fifth whereas heroin use has doubled. Heroin is not only a much more damaging 
drug than cannabis, but it is also extremely addictive. There is evidence that heroin addiction 
encourages prisoners to intimidate others in order to pay for the drug. 

Which one of the following is a conclusion which can be drawn from the above passage? 

(A) The test for detection of heroin in the body should be improved. 

(B) Since 1995, cannabis use in prisons is at a lower level than heroin use. 

(C) The drug-problem in prisons cannot be solved by random drug-testing. 

(D) The system of drug-testing of prisoners has not solved the drug-problem in prisons. 

(E) The level of intimidation in prisons has doubled since the introduction of random drug-
testing. 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q16] 

It is not always clear whether a doctor should tell the truth to a patient or not. On the one hand, 
patients have a right to know what is the matter with them and what the future holds, so that 
they can make their own informed decisions, however upsetting the truth may be. It is a simple 
issue of human rights. But on the other hand, a patient's health may sometimes be better served 
by not knowing a frightening truth. For instance, a doctor may believe that a patient's medical 
condition will actually worsen if they realise how serious it is. Therefore, there are cases in 
which doctors have no choice: they must decide in favour of deceiving the patient. 

Which of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) Patients accept that a doctor has a responsibility to decide what will be in their best 
interests. 

(B) Doctors have a duty to conceal the truth if they believe it will frighten the patient. 

(C) Doctors have a duty to tell their patients the truth even when the truth would upset them. 

(D) Doctors have a greater responsibility for a patient's well-being than for their right to know 
the truth. 

(E) It is the responsibility of doctors to respect a patient's human rights whatever their 
medical condition. 

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q17] 

Birds of the tit family are very fond of tearing paper - wallpaper, newspaper, notices and bank 
notes included. They make no use of the paper they have torn. We might explain this puzzling 
behaviour by noting that the technique that they use for tearing paper is identical to their 
technique for stripping tree bark to search for insects to eat. This indicates that tits that tear 
paper are searching for food. 

Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the above argument? 

(A) On many occasions tits reject food on bird tables to tear paper. 

(B) Tits carry on tearing paper even when it is obvious to humans that no food is forthcoming. 

(C) Eighty per cent of householders who reported paper tearing behaviour fed the birds. 

(D) Tits use moss from trees and wool from dead sheep for nesting materials. 

(E) Animals often engage in apparently pointless activities that turn out to have a purpose. 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q18] 

Inflation in Bolandia has been a steady 10% per year for many years. Evitan, a Bolandian citizen, 
bought his car one year ago for 500 Bols. He now wants to trade in his car for an identical model. 
He can expect to receive 80% of the current new value of his existing car. The price of new 
models has increased in line with inflation. 

How many extra Bols will he have to pay for his new car? 

(A) 50 

(B) 55 

(C) 60 

(D) 100 

(E) 110 

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q19] 

The table below shows the unemployment rate and percent change in industrial production 
over the last year for several countries. 

 INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION 
Annual Change % 

UNEMPLOYMENT 
Rate % 

 Latest Year ago Latest Year ago 
Belgium −2.6 −2.5 8.9 10.6 
Canada 6.9 5.4 9.6 11.2 
France 4.7 −4.3 12.7 12.1 
Germany 5.5 −4.0 9.1 9.0 
Italy 7.3 −1.3 12.5 10.7 
Japan 5.9 −3.2 2.9 2.8 
Netherlands 1.2 2.4 9.6 8.4 
Spain 4.9 −6.8 24.1 22.1 
Sweden 8.2 −1.8 8.1 8.7 
UK 4.2 3.3 8.8 10.0 
USA 5.7 3.4 5.4 6.4 

Which country has had a larger percentage increase in industrial production and greater fall in 
the percentage unemployed than the UK over the last year? 

(A) Belgium 

(B) Canada 

(C) France 

(D) Italy 

(E) USA 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q20] 

The roads on Bolandia all run either north - south or east - west and are laid out on a 5 km grid. 
Ahmed and Wayne are delivery drivers. One morning, Ahmed starts at Abbeytown and drives 
5 km west then 15 km south to reach Barneyville. He then drives 5 km east to Carloston. Wayne 
started at Barneyville, drove 5 km south to Denburgh then 10 km east and 15 km north to 
Easterby. Ahmed then rings Wayne to arrange to meet for lunch. 

If one of them stays where he is, what is the minimum distance the other must drive to meet 
him? 

(A) 10 km 

(B) 15 km 

(C) 25 km 

(D) 30 km 

(E) 35 km 

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q21] 

The government has announced that it wants to reduce the level of ill-health due to workplace 
stress. Ministers could learn a lot from a recent study of 8000 white-collar workers in America 
which found that men who had a high level of control over the way they carried out their jobs 
had a low rate of heart disease, a stress-related disease. Clearly, therefore, the most stressful 
jobs are those in which employees have little control over the pace of their work and how it is 
organised. If the government is serious about wanting to reduce the level of stress-related 
disease, then it needs to encourage employers to give their workers greater control over their 
work. 

Which of the following is the best statement of a major flaw in the argument? 

(A) It contradicts itself by implying that the government is not serious about wanting to 
reduce stress-related disease. 

(B) It assumes that in general workers want to be given more control over the organisation of 
their work. 

(C) It ignores the practical question of how much control workers can be given. 

(D) It assumes that where there was a low incidence of heart disease this was caused by a 
reduction in stress. 

(E) It assumes that stress in the workplace only affects white-collar workers. 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q22] 

You can become a good pianist if you start to learn at an early age. You did not start to learn 
until you were an adult, so you cannot become a good pianist. 

Which of the following has the same structure as the above argument? 

(A) Children can become fluent in two languages if they start learning when very young. My 
children learnt two languages when young, so they speak them fluently. 

(B) You can cure your headache if you are willing to try acupuncture. You refuse to try 
acupuncture, so you will not be able to cure your headache. 

(C) You can avoid being overweight if you take sufficient exercise. You take sufficient exercise, 
so you will not become overweight. 

(D) Children have fewer ear infections if they take cod liver oil. My children have very few ear 
infections, so they do not need to take cod liver oil. 

(E) You can become a good singer if you have perfect pitch. You are a good singer, so you must 
have perfect pitch. 

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q23] 

If something I do results in someone's death, I am, of course, responsible for that death. But am 
I similarly responsible if someone's death results from my failure to act? For example, if I go 
and shoot someone, their death is my fault. But if I refuse to give money to a starving person 
and that person dies as a result of not having money to buy food, is their death my fault? If I 
had never lived, the starving person would have died anyway, whereas the person whom I 
shoot would not have died had it not been for me. So, doing something makes me more 
responsible for the consequences than when I fail to act. 

Which of the following illustrates the principle that the author argues for in the above passage? 

(A) The government's refusal to fund the crime prevention programme means that they alone 
are responsible for the high crime rate. 

(B) Many people who are sent to prison commit further crimes when they come out, which 
shows that prison fails to make criminals feel responsible for their actions. 

(C) The people more responsible for the high crime rate are the people who break the law, not 
the local authority for failing to support the crime prevention programme. 

(D) The crime prevention programme does not work because it places the responsibility for 
crime on the local authority which has insufficient funds to implement it. 

(E) Community service orders work better than prison because they focus the convicted 
person's mind on the direct consequences of anti-social behaviour. 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q24] 

A long-running play in London's West End is performed every evening except Sunday. In 
addition, there are matinee performances every Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday. 

What is the maximum number of performances that can be given during a calendar month of 
31 days? 

(A) 36 

(B) 38 

(C) 39 

(D) 41 

(E) 42 

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q25] 

Peter is having a large conservatory built at the back of his house. Below is a plan of the project, 
showing when each part of the conservatory is to be built. 

 

Each blocked square on the plan represents one man for one day. 

How many days labour will Peter have to pay for, and what is the maximum number of workers 
on site at the same time? 

(A) 48 and 3 

(B) 48 and 4 

(C) 58 and 3 

(D) 58 and 4 

E 58 and 6 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q26] 

The design of a tile for a bathroom wall is shown below: 

 

Which of the following patterns may NOT be made using only a number of identical tiles as 
shown? 

   
A B C 

  

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q27] 

The quantity of food produced has always fluctuated according to environmental conditions: 
gluts and shortages have been with us for five hundred years or more. In the past, the free 
operation of market forces limited the adverse effects of these fluctuations, usually with far 
more success than any attempts at planned responses. But now we are changing the 
environment irreversibly. These changes will not only be permanent, but will have such 
devastating effects on world agriculture that market forces alone will be unable to prevent a 
global famine. So it is now vital to seek some sort of planned response. 

Which one of the following summarises the main conclusion of the argument above? 

(A) Environmental changes will have devastating effects on world agriculture. 

(B) Market forces cannot prevent global famine. 

(C) A planned response to current environmental changes is necessary. 

(D) The recent environmental changes cannot be reversed. 

(E) Market forces have limited the adverse effects of the environment on food production. 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q28] 

Scientists are now developing genetically modified crop plants that produce their own 
pesticide. But pesticides are only effective if they are not overused; if they are applied 
continuously for long periods, then the pests that they are supposed to kill develop resistance 
to them. Pesticides only remain effective against pests, therefore, if periods are left during 
which they are not used. The genetically modified crop plants will produce pesticides 
continuously. 

Which of the following is a conclusion that can reliably be drawn from the above passage? 

(A) The pesticides produced by the genetically modified crop plants become ineffective 
against pests. 

(B) The genetic modification of crop plants will make the crops unusable, as they will be 
contaminated with pesticide. 

(C) The genetically modified crop plants will help to prevent the overuse of pesticides. 

(D) The development of genetically modified crop plants will enable more effective use of 
pesticides, since periods may be left when they are not used. 

(E) The development of genetically modified crop plants will mean that pesticides need no 
longer be sprayed onto fields. 

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q29] 

In the case of plastic drink bottles, recycling is not the best answer to the problem of garbage 
disposal. Ninety five per cent of soft-drink bottles sold in the United States are made of a 
compound of polyethylene (PET) which poses recycling problems. They are potentially 
carcinogenic if recycled into new food or drink containers. Recycled PET tends to absorb other 
chemicals before re-melting and these chemicals could leach into food or drink that is stored 
in a recycled container. However, if disposed of in landfill sites, plastic is not harmful to the 
environment. It can be squashed flat, so that it occupies little space and it is inert. Unlike other 
waste, it does not leach into soil or water, nor does it produce a dangerous build-up of methane. 

Which of the following is an underlying assumption of the argument above? 

(A) The space in presently available landfill sites will soon be exhausted. 

(B) Soft-drink bottles should be made from materials which can be recycled. 

(C) The burning of plastic rubbish is inadvisable because it produces toxic chemicals. 

(D) Apart from food and drink containers, there is little use for recycled PET. 

(E) A reduction in the amount of plastic produced would ease the problems of garbage 
disposal. 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q30] 

I am resurfacing my driveway using bricks in the pattern shown below. The visible part of the 
brick measures 10 cm by 20 cm. To achieve a rectangular shape, part of some of the bricks must 
be cut off. The part which is cut off can be used elsewhere on the drive. The diagram shows that 
eight bricks would be required to cover an area 40 cm by 40 cm: 

 

What is the minimum number of bricks needed to resurface a rectangular drive measuring 550 
cm by 400 cm? 

(A) 1080 bricks 

(B) 1100 bricks 

(C) 1120 bricks 

(D) 1127 bricks 

E 1128 bricks 

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q31] 

John has 15 kg of general potting compost which is made up of 1
3
 sand and 2

3
 coir. He wants 

compost to repot some conifers which require a better draining mixture of 60% sand to 40% 
coir. 

How much sand does he have to add to his general purpose compost to make it suitable for 
conifers? 

(A) 5 kg 

(B) 10 kg 

(C) 15 kg 

(D) 20 kg 

(E) 25 kg 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q32] 

A netball tournament is divided into two stages. In the first stage, the teams are divided into 
equal groups within which each team plays every other team once. In the second stage, the 
winners of each group take part in a knockout competition which starts with four quarter finals. 

Which of the following could be the number of teams starting the tournament? 

(A) 8 

(B) 20 

(C) 44 

(D) 50 

(E) 72 

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q33] 

Catalytic convertors are increasingly being fitted to cars as a means of reducing some of the 
harmful emissions from car exhausts. But, though they eliminate one form of pollution, their 
action serves only to create another one. Ground-level ozone is kept at very low levels in the 
cities by some of the pollutants catalysts remove. So the more catalytic convertors that are 
fitted, the more such ozone can build up. Since ozone is a major cause of choking summer smogs, 
we can assume that people with breathing difficulties, such as asthmatics, will be much worse 
off the more that catalytic convertors are used. We should stop fitting cars with catalytic 
convertors. 

Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the above argument? 

(A) Most cars are not fitted with a catalytic convertor. 

(B) Catalytic convertors are the best-known method of reducing harmful car emissions. 

(C) The pollutants that catalytic convertors remove can create breathing difficulties. 

(D) The number of cases of people with breathing difficulties has risen over the past few years. 

(E) Air pollution affecting people with breathing difficulties is also caused by emissions from 
industry. 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q34] 

Membership of the European Union (EU) has resulted in the maintenance of economic growth 
and political stability for the countries that make it up. It is desirable that the countries that 
used to be part of the Communist Eastern Bloc become comparably prosperous and stable. 
Therefore the European Union should be enlarged as soon as possible to include more Eastern 
Bloc countries. 

This argument is flawed. Which of the following identifies an error in its reasoning? 

(A) It assumes that the Eastern Bloc countries have the potential for growth and stability that 
the existing members had prior to entry. 

(B) It fails to acknowledge that there are countries outside the EU that are just as prosperous 
and stable. 

(C) It relies on there being no opposition to the enlargement of the EU from existing member 
countries. 

(D) It implies that exclusion of the Eastern Bloc countries from the EU would result in their 
being unstable. 

(E) It assumes that the success of a political affiliation like the EU can be measured in purely 
economic terms. 

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q35] 

All's fair in love and war - and motor racing. That's how some commentators view the failed 
attempt by a great driver to disable his main rival's car by steering into it. Had he succeeded, 
he would have won the championship, because he was ahead on points. Fair? Why not? It may 
have been dangerous and irresponsible but it was not unfair. This driver had earned his one-
point lead in the championship and was trying, like any serious competitor, to defend it. In a 
reversed situation, the other driver could – and arguably would - have done the same. Motor 
racing is a tough and uncompromising sport with huge incentives to win at all costs and all the 
drivers know what to expect. 

Which of the following best summarises the main conclusion of the argument above? 

(A) It was not unfair of the leading driver to steer into his rival's car. 

(B) Motor racing is a fierce and ruthless sport with big rewards for winning. 

(C) It is not irresponsible to try to win at all costs. 

(D) Some commentators thought that the race had been fought fairly. 

(E) Another driver in the same position would have acted in the same way. 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q36] 

Below is part of an itinerary for flying from London to Kampala. It involves changing flights at 
Dubai with a wait of 5 hours 15 minutes. All times are local times. Dubai is 4 hours ahead of 
London and Kampala is 1 hour behind Dubai. 

DEPART LONDON (HEATHROW) 22:30 FRI 30.01.04 

DEPART DUBAI 14:30 SAT 31.01.04 

ARRIVE KAMPALA (ENTEBE) 20:45 SAT 31.01.04 

What is the total time spent in the air? 

(A) 12 hrs 30 mins 

(B) 14 hrs 00 mins 

(C) 15 hrs 00 mins 

(D) 17 hrs 00 mins 

(E) 19 hrs 15 mins 

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q37] 

Peter needs to separate his sheep into 16 square pens. Each side of a pen is formed by a free-
standing barrier known as a hurdle. Each pen must be individually accessible on at least one 
side so that sheep can be penned or released without a risk of the others escaping. 

What is the smallest number of hurdles that Peter must take out to the fields in order to 
accomplish his task? 

(A) 40 

(B) 42 

(C) 48 

(D) 49 

(E) 64 

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q38] 

A piece of ribbon 8m long is folded in half so the two ends are on top of each other. This doubled 
4 m length is then folded in half again. The folded, 2 m length of ribbon is then cut right through 
at its midway point. 

How many cut pieces are there and what are their lengths? 

(A) 8 pieces of ribbon each 1 m long. 

(B) 6 pieces of ribbon, 2 of 2 m long and 4 of 1 m long. 

(C) 5 pieces of ribbon, 3 of 2 m long and 2 of 1 m long. 

(D) 4 pieces of ribbon each 2 m long. 

(E) 3 pieces of ribbon one 4 m long and 2 of 2 m long.  
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[TSA, 2008S1Q39] 

Ecotourism now accounts for twenty per cent of tourists. It should provide a sustainable 
alternative to overuse of natural resources. However, tourists may introduce new diseases to 
animal populations. Mongooses and meerkats in Botswana have died from tuberculosis caught 
from humans, and gorillas in East Africa picked up new internal parasites after the introduction 
of tourism. Moreover, the presence of humans in increased numbers has been shown to stress 
polar bears, penguins, dolphins and rainforest birds, affecting their natural routines and 
reducing breeding success. 

Which of the following can reliably be inferred from the above passage? 

(A) Subtle changes to wildlife health may not be apparent to a casual observer. 

(B) Many ecotourist projects are ecologically viable. 

(C) Dolphins become increasingly frenetic when tourist boats are present. 

(D) Guidelines for ecotourism mostly address obvious issues such as changes in land use or 
cutting down trees. 

(E) The benefits of sustainable resources may be outweighed by harm to wildlife. 

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q40] 

French golfer, Jean Van de Velde, appeared to throw away his big chance to win the Open 
Championship, after giving up what could only be described as an unassailable lead. Most 
players would have been distraught to have victory snatched from them in such a way. But, 
interviewed afterwards, Van de Velde pointed out that it was, after all, only a game: There are 
worse things in life, he said. Really? It may be refreshing to hear a top competitor express such 
a philosophical attitude, but it also explains fully why the prize eluded him. At that level you 
have to believe that nothing is worse than losing. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) If winning had mattered more to him, Van de Velde would have won. 

(B) Anyone can win the top tournaments if they believe they can do it. 

(C) Nothing in sport is worse than losing. 

(D) Van de Velde was very unlucky in the last stages of the game. 

(E) Van de Velde should have cared more about losing. 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q41] 

Electrical goods retailers often offer 'extended warranties' which guarantee free repairs if the 
product breaks down during the term of the warranty. Salespeople are keen to persuade 
customers to buy these warranties because they gain substantial commission from them. 
Customers may also be tempted to buy them, since they ensure that the purchaser will not be 
faced with huge repair bills. However, surveys by consumer protection agencies show that the 
average cost of repairs per customer is less than the average cost of a warranty. Anybody 
buying electrical goods would, therefore, be well-advised not to buy an extended warranty, as 
it represents poor value for money. 

Which one of the following, if true, would weaken the above argument? 

(A) Salespeople knowingly mislead their customers into purchasing a poor value scheme. 

(B) The average cost of repairs is low because for the majority of electrical purchases the 
actual cost is zero. 

(C) No extended warranty scheme would be viable for the retailer if the average cost of repairs 
exceeded the cost of the warranty. 

(D) In most warranty agreements there are clauses which state that certain kinds of repair are 
not covered. 

(E) With or without an extended warranty, customers have statutory rights which retailers 
are obliged to observe. 

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q42] 

A small mail order company sends out three sizes of parcel in about equal numbers which 
require postages of 24 c, 30 c and 72 c. They stock stamps in denominations of 6 c and 30 c and 
use the minimum number of stamps on each parcel. 

What proportion of the two denominations of stamps should the company buy? 

(A) 1 × 6 c for every 4 × 30 c 

(B) 1 × 6 c for every 1 × 30 c 

(C) 2 × 6 c for every 1 × 30 c 

(D) 5 × 6 c for every 1 × 30 c 

(E) 11 × 6 c for every 2 × 30 c 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q43] 

Every year the 12 local teams that compete for the Tipley and District Tiddlywinks Trophy are 
split into two leagues for the purpose of eliminating four of the teams, and sorting out the 
pairings for the knockout stage of the competition. The table below shows how this is done (QF 
is Quarter Final). 

1st QF Winners League A v 4th place League B 

2nd QF 3rd place League A v Runners-up League B 

3rd QF Winners League B v 4th place League A 

4th QF 3rd place League B v Runners-up League A 

1st Semi-final Winners of 1st QF v Winners of 2nd QF 

2nd Semi-final Winners of 3rd QF v Winners of 4th QF 

This year's league stage has just been completed, with the following results. 

 League A League B 

1st The Scorpions The Scales 

2nd The Fish The Bulls 

3rd The Bearers The Goats 

4th The Rams The Archers 

5th The Crabs The Maidens 

6th The Lions The Twins 

Despite having finished 3rd in their league, the reigning champions, The Goats are still 
confident of reaching the final. 

If The Goats are successful, what are the alternatives as to their prospective opponents in the 
final? 

(A) The Scorpions or The Fish or The Bearers or The Rams. 

(B) The Archers or The Bulls or The Rams or The Fish. 

(C) The Scorpions or The Archers or The Bearers or The Bulls. 

(D) The Scorpions or The Archers or The Scales or The Rams. 

(E) The Scorpions or The Twins or The Bearers or The Bulls. 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q44] 

Jess buys two lengths of carpet in the sales. The carpet is 4 m wide and one of the lengths 
purchased is 4 m long while the other is 6 m. There is a very pronounced pattern which means 
that the pieces can only be joined so that the pattern runs the same way. Jess will only accept 
one join. 

In which of Jess's rooms could the carpet be fitted? 

   

A B C 

 

 

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q45] 

Over the past few years in parts of the South West, a number of farm animals have been found 
killed in the fields. The nature of the injuries indicates that a large predator must have been 
responsible. Local people talk of a number of 'big cats' such as pumas being responsible, 
claiming that such animals have indeed been seen. Official investigations into these claims have 
dismissed them, concluding that any sightings have been of domestic rather than of big cats. 
But these investigations have failed to deal with the point that, even if the sightings can be 
explained in terms of domestic cats, the injuries on the carcasses of the farm animals cannot 
be. Big cats such as pumas must be responsible for these attacks. 

Which of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Recent attacks on farm animals must have been by big cats such as pumas. 

(B) Sightings of big cats cannot be explained as sightings of domestic cats. 

(C) The injuries on the carcasses of farm animals cannot have been caused by domestic cats. 

(D) There must be a large population of big cats such as pumas in the South West. 

(E) Official investigations into the deaths of farm animals in the South West should have been 
more thorough. 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q46] 

If you intend to have a fire you will need dry kindling wood and a firelighter. Unfortunately the 
kindling wood has been left out in the rain. So, even though you have a firelighter, you will not 
be able to light the fire. 

Which of the following arguments has the same structure as the argument above? 

(A) To be sure of catching the train from Paddington, you should have allowed enough time to 
get to the station and to find the platform. You may get to the station in time but 
Paddington is very large so you won't be able to find the platform in time. Therefore you 
are going to miss the train. 

(B) To pass your exam you need to be hard-working and intelligent. You have done very little 
revision and your score in intelligence tests is very low. Therefore you are going to fail 
your exam. 

(C) Your car is below the high tide line and it is stuck in the sand. The tide will be at its 
maximum height in 30 minutes and the tow truck is not due for 45 minutes. So you are not 
going to be able to save your car from by the sea. 

(D) To get to Nottingham you will either have to go up the motorway or go on the train. The 
motorway is blocked due to an accident and will not be open for several hours. Therefore 
you will have to take the train. 

(E) For breakfast you like to have either toast or cereal. Unfortunately there is no bread and I 
have just eaten the last of the cereal. So you will not be able to have any breakfast. 

 

[TSA, 2008S1Q47] 

If the government gives financial support for the arts, this means that a proportion of each 
person's taxes will be used to finance museums and theatres. But some people who pay taxes 
never set foot in a museum or a theatre and those who do use these services are usually well 
able to afford to pay for them. Since no one should be forced to subsidise services which they 
themselves do not use, taxpayers' money should not be used to support the arts. 

Which of the following statements is an application of the principle underlying the argument 
in the passage? 

(A) Without support from central government many aspects of the nation's cultural life would 
be accessible only to the wealthy. 

(B) London's transport system should not be subsidised from taxpayers' money, since some 
people who pay taxes never visit London. 

(C) Those who can afford private health insurance should nevertheless pay a contribution to 
the National Health Service. 

(D) Education should be financed from taxpayers' money because it is a service which is 
beneficial to the nation as a whole. 

(E) If public funding for art galleries were withdrawn and replaced by admission charges, 
those who were genuinely interested in art would still visit them. 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q48] 

In a prize weight-lifting competition the winner receives $100 if he lifts 80 kg. He then receives 
$10 for the next 5 additional kg, $15 for the second, and the incremental prize money increases 
by a further $5 for each additional unit of 5 kg he successfully lifts. 

The winner of the competition lifts 110 kg. 

How much prize money does he receive? 

(A) $130 

(B) $160 

(C) $235 

(D) $240 

(E) $310 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q49] 

The table below shows the expenses by month for a given household. 

 

In which month were the energy costs highest? 

(A) January 

(B) February 

(C) April 

(D) May 

(E) July 
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[TSA, 2008S1Q50] 

Vinod and Sarah are about to move some cube-shaped boxes that have been left in the middle 
of a store room. The appearance of the boxes from above and the positions of Vinod and Sarah 
are shown below. 

 

Vinod sees this: 

 

Which of the following cannot be the view that Sarah sees? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  
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TSA 2008 S2 
Time Allowed: 30 minutes 

 

微信扫码在线完成考试，考试结束后由教师人工阅卷判分。 

This question paper contains a choice of three tasks, of which you must answer only one. 
There is space on the question paper for preliminary notes. Your answer must be written 
on the answer sheet provided. No additional answer sheets may be used. Candidates 
with permission to use a word processor must not exceed 1200 words. 

The questions each provide an opportunity for you to show how well you can select, 
develop and organise ideas and communicate them effectively in writing. 

It is important that your answer is relevant to the question and addresses it directly. 
This is not a test of knowledge, nor is it assumed that the questions have right or wrong 
answers. If the question requires you to make judgements and express your opinions, try 
to provide coherent arguments to support your views and consider the merits of possible 
counter arguments. 

Before you begin writing, take time to think carefully about what you need to say and 
the ways in which the organisation of your response might help convey your message. 

Note that your response must be contained in the space provided on a single two-page 
answer sheet. The disciplines involved in this are considered key features of the task. 

Take care to show how well you can write and be concise, clear and accurate. You must 
complete your answer sheet within the time limit. 

Dictionaries and calculators are NOT permitted. 

  

 

TSA 2008 S2 

Online Exam 

https://appau7lmfib7689.h5.xiaoeknow.com/evaluation_wechat/examination/introduce/ex_60f0ecbf95428_ukg1gxVW
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[TSA, 2008S2] 

YOU MUST ANSWER ONLY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

1. When, if ever, is forgiveness wrong? 

 

2. Should parking fines be based on the driver's income?  

 

3. "The cause of gender inequality is in the hands of men, but the solution is in the hands of 
women."  Do you agree? 
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TSA 2009 S1 
Time Allowed: 90 minutes 

 

微信扫码完成在线考试后，自动判分并呈现完整解析、错题录入错题本。 

Speed as well as accuracy is important in this section. Work quickly, or you may not finish 
the paper. There are no penalties for incorrect responses, only marks for correct answers, 
so you should attempt all 50 questions. Each question is worth one mark. 

Answer on the sheet provided. Questions ask you to show your choice between five options. 
Choose the one option you consider correct and record your choice on the separate answer 
sheet. If you make a mistake, erase thoroughly and try again. 

You must complete the answer sheet within the time limit. 

You can use the question paper for rough working or notes, but no extra paper is allowed. 

Calculators are NOT permitted. 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q1] 

In the twenty-first century, many people aged over 65 are perfectly capable of working, and 
also are likely to live longer than individuals did in previous times. If people work after age 65, 
there is more chance that they will be financially self-sufficient when they do retire. 
Compulsory retirement ages have long been banned in the USA, and we should get rid of them 
in the UK also. This would be good for individuals and for the country. We should ignore those 
employers who complain that they would be unable to get rid of older and inefficient 
employees. After all, those who are really incompetent to do a job can be dismissed on the 
grounds of merit, rather than of age. 

Which of the following expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) It is unfair to prevent people working after age 65. 

(B) People who are incompetent to do a job can be dismissed. 

(C) Raising the retirement age would be good for the country. 

(D) The UK should abolish compulsory retirement ages. 

(E) Those who work beyond age 65 can be financially self-sufficient. 

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q2] 

A manufacturer wishes to make an open-topped box out of the piece of cardboard shown below 
by folding up its sides. 

 

What is the volume of this box in cubic centimetres? 

(A) 1,600 

(B) 2,400 

(C) 8,000 

(D) 10,125 

(E) 12,500 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q3] 

The government blames schools and teachers for boys underperforming. However, science 
tells a different story. Evolutionary biology shows that females have evolved to have better 
verbal and emotional skills than males because of the need in prehistoric times for women to 
take the lead in child rearing. By contrast, the need for males in prehistoric times to hunt in 
packs for food has made males more prone to violence and also skilled at calculating and 
planning. Neurologists have added to this insight by showing that the male hormone 
testosterone has an adverse impact on language skills. So clearly differences in educational 
performance between boys and girls cannot be explained in terms of failing teachers. 

Which of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) It assumes that scientific explanations apply to the average male or female ignoring 
exceptions. 

(B) It assumes that biological differences come in degrees and are not absolute. 

(C) It assumes that skills in calculating and planning have a role in educational performance. 

(D) It assumes that the differences in performance between the sexes are due solely to 
biological differences. 

(E) It assumes that teachers are not trying to improve the performance of failing boys. 

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q4] 

The effect of shortening degree courses at universities from three years to two would be that 
students would have two-thirds as much time to think about their subject. The result would be 
graduates whose understanding of their subject was shallower and whose intellectual 
development was much less extended. Any measure that leads to a lowering of the quality of 
graduates should be resisted by universities. 

Which one of the following conclusions can reliably be drawn from the above passage? 

(A) University graduates at present have an in-depth understanding of their subject. 

(B) Universities should oppose the shortening of degree courses to two years. 

(C) Universities are not proposing to reduce the length of degree courses to two years. 

(D) Students should oppose moves by universities to shorten degree courses. 

(E) Universities should adopt more rigorous standards for the award of degrees. 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q5] 

Many people suffer from depression in modern society. This can be alleviated through drugs 
such as Prozac, which alter the chemical balance of the brain. However, the individual can 
undergo psychotherapy, which involves talking through problems with a sympathetic and 
skilled fellow human being with a view to putting the subject in a more positive frame of mind. 
Depressed individuals who do not like the idea of their brain chemistry being altered should 
therefore choose psychotherapy. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) Psychotherapy is more effective than drugs in treating depression. 

(B) Alternative medicine is preferable to conventional medicine. 

(C) Psychotherapy cannot be combined with drug treatments. 

(D) Depression is caused by the pace of modern life. 

(E) Psychotherapy does not alter the individual's brain chemistry. 

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q6] 

The petrol tank of Jenny's car holds 50 litres of petrol. A warning light comes on when only 5 
litres are left. She always fills it as soon as she can after the warning light comes on. The car 
travels 100km on 8 litres of petrol. Last time she put petrol in, which she was able to do 
immediately after the light came on, she only had $6 with her so she spent it all on fuel at 60c 
per litre. She then drove 50km and saw a new garage offering petrol at 50c per litre - an offer 
too good to miss. She filled the tank completely and paid with her credit card. 

How much did it cost? 

(A) $ 15.50 

(B) $ 17.50 

(C) $ 19.50 

(D) $ 22.50 

E $ 24.50 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q7] 

The following table gives figures for the percentage growth per year of labour productivity per 
person per year in various countries during three periods. 

 

Which country's percentage growth per year remained consistently greater than half of its 
Period 1 level throughout the following periods? 

(A) France 

(B) United Kingdom 

(C) Germany 

(D) Denmark 

(E) Belgium 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q8] 

The diagram below shows a rather unusual conference table which may take up a range of 
configurations. The three pieces are hinged together at the points shown by the circles: 

 

Which of the following shapes could NOT be made from this table? 

 
 

 

A B C 

 
 

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q9] 

Zoos are entirely unsuitable places for animals. People visit zoos to learn about animal 
behaviour but the animals they see are likely to be behaving in abnormal and neurotic ways 
because of the cramped and unnatural conditions in which they are kept. Zoos should be closed 
down and the money saved should be reallocated to the protection of natural habitats. 

Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the above argument? 

(A) Humans living in cramped conditions can also become neurotic. 

(B) Schoolchildren can learn a great deal about animals from visiting zoos. 

(C) Many of the animals at present in zoos would not be capable of living in the wild. 

(D) The protection of wildlife habitats is very costly. 

(E) Zoos enable endangered species to survive by breeding them in captivity and then re-
introducing them to the wild. 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q10] 

Observations of the brains of adult human subjects before and after periods of intense memory 
recall (for instance preparing for the exams taken by London taxi drivers testing their 
knowledge of London) have shown surprising results. When comparisons were made between 
brain scans taken at the start of their preparations and at the end, it was found that the parts 
of the brain responsible for memory had actually increased in size. This would seem to suggest 
that, just like a muscle, the brain increases in size and power the more it is used. People who 
want to improve their overall IQ (Intelligence Quotent), therefore, should simply take a very 
large number of IQ tests! 

Which of the following is the best expression of the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) London taxi drivers are not necessarily representative of the population as a whole. 

(B) It assumes that there is a single part of the brain that is responsible for one's IQ. 

(C) It draws a general conclusion about intelligence from the particular example of memory. 

(D) It does not state how many IQ tests constitutes a very large number. 

(E) Brain size is not necessarily dependent on the extent of mental activity undertaken. 

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q11] 

There is widespread and justified concern about the reliance on expert opinion in law court 
cases. Where experts disagree on an interpretation of the facts, there is always the possibility 
that the more charismatic and persuasive expert's opinion will prevail for this reason alone. 
Their reason for holding the opinions they do could be more to do with their own personal 
prejudices than their professional expertise. However, if we want justice to be done, we should 
distinguish sharply between this and expert evidence which is not reliant on interpretation. It 
would be a tragedy if key advances in tackling crime such as matching DNA were regarded with 
suspicion just because such evidence came from an expert witness. 

Which of the following is a statement of the main conclusion in the above argument? 

(A) The widespread concern about the use of expert opinion in legal cases is justified. 

(B) It would be most regrettable if evidence such as DNA became suspect in legal cases. 

(C) In the interests of justice we should distinguish between expert evidence and expert 
opinion. 

(D) Expert opinion may arise from personal views rather than professional knowledge. 

(E) Juries may be swayed by the personal characteristics of those presenting expert opinions. 

  



2013 
ueie.com 

8 

 ｜TSA 历年真题集 (2008-2021) 

TSA Past Paper 2009 8 

[TSA, 2009S1Q12] 

Ionnais lives at the bottom of a very steep hill. Worse than that, the post office is at the top. 
Every Thursday he must go there to collect his pension. He can only walk at 2 km per hour 
uphill but manages 4 km per hour downhill. The round trip, excluding the wait at the post office, 
takes him 4½ hours. 

How far is it from his house to the post office? 

(A) 3.00 km 

(B) 6.00 km 

(C) 6.75 km 

(D) 12.00 km 

E 13.50 km 

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q13] 

Telephone network operators offer customers a choice of tariffs, with the tariff broken into two 
parts: (a) a fixed monthly rental charge regardless of use, and (b) a charge per minute of call 
time used. The table below shows the tariffs offered by five companies; all figures are given in 
£. I am considering taking a contract with one of these and estimate that I will use 100 minutes 
of call-time each month. 

 

Which company should I use to receive the lowest telephone bill? 

(A) Activering 

(B) Bellaphone 

(C) Canconnect 

(D) Dialfast 

(E) Engaged 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q14] 

100 pellets of chicken food will feed one large chicken and two small chickens for a day. 175 
pellets of food will feed two large and three small chickens for a day. 

Which of the following statements is not true? 

(A) A small chicken can be fed for longer than a day with 30 pellets of food. 

(B) 70 pellets of food are sufficient to feed a large chicken for a day. 

(C) A large chicken needs twice as many pellets as a small chicken. 

(D) Two large and four small chickens will need 200 pellets of food for a day. 

(E) Three large and ten small chickens will need 450 pellets of food for a day. 

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q15] 

A dishonest act, such as stealing money from a handbag or cheating in school, may arise for one 
of many different reasons. But the reasons may be consistent with the personality of the 
individual involved. One child may steal, for example, in order to show off; another, to get 
money to support a hobby (or to get a birthday present for a younger sister); another, to 
express aggression or hatred against the person from whom he or she steals. One child may 
cheat in order to avoid punishment for academic failure; another, because of personal ambition; 
another to express contempt for the system. 

Which one of the following is a conclusion that can be drawn from the passage above? 

(A) It is wrong to assume that a child who is dishonest in one kind of situation will be dishonest 
in others. 

(B) A child who cheats does so for very complex reasons. 

(C) A child whose motive is generosity towards someone else should not be blamed for 
stealing. 

(D) Underlying all dishonest acts is hostility towards others. 

(E) Children who are neither exhibitionist nor aggressive nor acquisitive are unlikely to steal 
money. 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q16] 

Unlike motorways in many European countries, British motorways were built with hard 
shoulders for use in a breakdown or emergency. The proposal to use the hard shoulders to 
relieve congestion during peak traffic hours should not be adopted. It would be inconvenient 
for emergency services because when the hard shoulders are in use, it would be difficult for 
emergency vehicles to reach an accident. Nor would it be likely to significantly reduce 
congestion because it would be difficult to remove obstructions caused by broken down 
vehicles, and in any case the volume of traffic is increasing massively each year. But the most 
important reason is that we should seek to maintain Britain's relatively good record of safety 
on motorways. Other ways of relieving congestion must be sought. 

Which of the following is an assumption underlying the above argument? 

(A) Britain's record for motorway safety is the best in Europe. 

(B) Congestion on British motorways is not a major problem. 

(C) Accidents are more likely to happen when motorways are congested. 

(D) Changing the design of British motorways will not solve the problem of congestion. 

(E) Britain's good safety record for motorways is partly attributable to the presence of hard 
shoulders. 

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q17] 

"I tried a speed reading course and read 'War and Peace' in three hours. It's about Russia." 
Woody Allen's joke strikes a chord with many who doubt the effectiveness of speed reading 
techniques. These techniques usually involve moving your finger smoothly and quickly along 
lines of text and training your eyes to follow, so preventing your eyes going back over words 
you have already read, which is what we normally do. There have been reports of readers 
achieving incredible speeds using these techniques, but such achievements are of limited 
benefit to many readers, particularly students, who have to gain a deep understanding of what 
they read. 

Which of the following, if true, would weaken the above argument? 

(A) For many tasks a student has to do, speed reading can lead to a superficial understanding. 

(B) Speed reading techniques are more difficult to acquire the older you are. 

(C) A student, after reading the argument, commented, "I find I understand what I am reading 
better if I read quickly." 

(D) A student, after reading the argument, commented, "I use speed reading for easy texts. I 
have to read slowly if the content is difficult." 

(E) Speed readers have found they have difficulty in reading for pleasure (for example when 
reading novels or magazines). 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q18] 

A boy is given $1.00 by his grandparents to buy sweets. He decides to spend at least half his 
money on gobstoppers at 5c each, at least a quarter of his money on fruit chews at 3c each and 
at least one tenth of his money on pieces of bubble gum at 2c each. He will decide how to spend 
the rest of the money when he gets to the shop. 

What is the possible range of number of pieces of bubble gum he can buy? 

(A) From 5 to 9 

(B) From 5 to 11 

(C) From 5 to 13 

(D) From 6 to 12 

(E) From 10 to 22 

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q19] 

My friend's grandmother went on an overseas trip last year visiting several countries. When 
he visited her this summer she claimed she had not been able to buy him a gift as every country 
she visited was having a public holiday while she was there. He was very suspicious and 
consulted his diary to find out whether this was possible. 

International Public Holidays: 

 

What was the longest time she could have been away? 

(A) 2 days 

(B) 3 days 

(C) 4 days 

(D) 5 days 

(E) 6 days 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q20] 

The diagram shows three pulleys driven by belts. Pulley A and the small, inner pulley at B are 
1 m across, the outer pulley at B is 2 m across and pulley C is 4 m across. 

 

Pulley A rotates at a rate of 8 complete turns every second. If the belts do not slip, then how 
many complete turns every second will pulley C make? 

(A) 1 

(B) 4 

(C) 8 

(D) 16 

(E) 64 

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q21] 

The most common excuse for the poor performance of English school children at learning 
foreign languages is the fact that English is so widely spoken in the world. Thus, when the 
English travel to another country, they feel little need to become proficient in the local language. 
But that cannot explain why, amongst children who have never travelled outside their own 
country, the English are still out-performed by their overseas counterparts in foreign language 
acquisition. One is led to the inevitable conclusion that English schools are deficient in the 
teaching of languages. 

Which of the following is the best statement of the flaw in this argument? 

(A) It does not take into account the low levels of funding in English schools. 

(B) It overlooks the fact that other languages, for example Spanish, are also widely spoken in 
the world. 

(C) It is based upon evidence taken from an unrepresentative sample: those children who 
have not travelled abroad. 

(D) It reaches its conclusion without considering other possible explanations for poor 
performance in languages. 

(E) It fails to offer any proof that the English are poor at learning foreign languages. 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q22] 

If I do more work tonight, I will earn more money. However, if I go for a bike ride, I will get 
fitter. I need to get fitter more than I need more money. So, I will go for a bike ride. 

Which of the following most closely parallels the reasoning in the above argument? 

(A) If I eat that cake it will taste really good. But if I do not eat that cake I will lose weight. I 
don't care about losing weight anymore! So I'm going to eat that cake. 

(B) If I learn to drive I will have a useful skill. If I save my money I will be able to travel round 
the world. I need to be able to drive, but I can learn that later. So I will travel the world 
while I am young. 

(C) If I work every evening in a bar, I will be able to buy my own clothes. But, if I stay in and 
do my homework, I will get better grades. Right now it is more important to me to earn 
my own money, but I know I will regret it if I get bad grades. So I will only work two 
evenings a week. 

(D) If I do the housework, the house will be clean and pleasant. If I go to the pub, I will be 
relaxed and pleasant. I prefer a pleasant me to a pleasant house, so I will go to the pub. 

(E) If I go out now, I will have fun with my friends. However, if I go out, I will not do my 
homework, and if I don't do my homework my teacher shout at me in front of my friends. 
So I had better not go out. 

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q23] 

The increasing use of mobile phones on trains and in restaurants shows a serious lack of 
consideration for other people. Yes, of course, it is very convenient to be able to conduct your 
business while travelling or waiting for your food, and, whether we like it or not, the technology 
is here to stay. But nobody really wants to listen to one end of someone else's boring 
conversations throughout a meal or a journey. The same phone user would soon object if I were 
to read aloud from the newspaper and disrupt his or her call. Therefore, given that people 
should treat others in the way they expect to be treated themselves, mobile phones should not 
be freely used on trains and in restaurants. 

Which of the following best illustrates the principle underlying the argument above? 

(A) You would object if your children made you listen to their music so you should not inflict 
your choice of music on them. 

(B) No one should try to turn the clock back, especially when it comes to technology; therefore 
you should accept some annoyances for the sake of progress and convenience. 

(C) There should be no first class accommodation on trains on the grounds that all paying 
customers should be treated equally. 

(D) One person's annoyance is another person's convenience; therefore we should be more 
tolerant of each other's behaviour. 

(E) Calm and relaxation are the keys to a happy life; therefore we should avoid the 
unnecessary stresses that the modern technological world has brought with it. 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q24] 

Hockey is an 11-a-side game, but a team may consist of up to 16 players, with unlimited 
substitutions allowed throughout a match of 70 minutes duration. 

Roger captains the Buccaneers hockey team. He has 16 players for today's match. He will play 
the whole match himself, as will the goalkeeper. He intends to rotate all the others in such a 
way that each of them spends the same total amount of time on the pitch. 

How much time should each player (except Roger and the goalkeeper) spend on the pitch 
during today's match? 

(A) 39 3
8
 minutes 

(B) 45 minutes 

(C) 46 2
3
 minutes 

(D) 48 1
8
 minutes 

(E) 55 minutes 

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q25] 

Julie lives in London. She has three daughters; April, who lives in New York (where the local 
time is 5 hours behind London), May, who lives in Vancouver (8 hours behind London), and 
June, who lives in Tokyo (9 hours ahead of London). They all communicate with each other 
regularly. 

Last week April received a text message from May that said "call me on Wednesday at 23.30 
your time." Unfortunately, the message had been sent to April by mistake and was intended for 
June. 

How much later than expected did May's phone eventually ring? 

(A) 12 hours 

(B) 13 hours 

(C) 14 hours 

(D) 17 hours 

(E) 22 hours 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q26] 

This is a map of the island of Metallica showing the eight main towns (labelled P - W) and the 
roads that connect them, together with a chart giving the shortest distance (in km) by road 
between each pair of towns: 

 

Which of the towns on the map is Nickel? 

(A) Q 

(B) R 

(C) S 

(D) T 

(E) W 

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q27] 

Over-qualification is sometimes cited as a reason for rejecting an applicant for a job. But to 
qualify means to reach a certain standard regardless of the amount by which that standard is 
surpassed. If someone holding a first-class honours degree is rejected for a job on the grounds 
that academic excellence is less important than, say, a caring attitude, this is not a case of over-
qualification in one direction but of under-qualification in another. For this reason, applicants 
should not be rejected because they are over-qualified; any explanation for failure should 
always be in terms of shortcomings. 

Which of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the argument above? 

(A) There are no circumstances under which someone can be over-qualified for a job. 

(B) Holding the highest academic qualifications is not always as important as having the right 
attitudes. 

(C) The definition of the word 'qualify' sets no upper limits on the standard that can be 
achieved. 

(D) Employers should be honest with unsuccessful applicants when explaining why they have 
not been appointed. 

(E) Over-qualification should not be given as a reason for not appointing someone to a job. 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q28] 

The so-called 'baby-boomer' generation (people born in Britain in the late 1940's /early 1950's) 
will enjoy a good chance of reaching a ripe old-age. They benefited from a diet that was austere 
but healthy when they were children and this has influenced their adult tastes. In addition, 
people in this age group have given up unhealthy activities such as smoking cigarettes. In 
contrast, the generation represented by those currently in their 20's and early 30's are in 
danger of experiencing serious health problems which would decrease their life expectancy. 
This is the 'Big Mac' generation whose childhood diet was high in fat and sugar, which they 
continue to crave. They also show worrying tendencies to indulge in 'binge drinking' and other 
health-threatening activities. 

Which of the following is a conclusion that can be drawn from the above passage? 

(A) Health is largely determined by factors which the individual can control. 

(B) Health education is becoming less effective in controlling behaviour. 

(C) The trend towards ever-increasing life expectancy will be reversed. 

(D) The 'Big Mac' generation would be wise to change their lifestyle. 

(E) The health service will be put under greater strain in the future. 

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q29] 

A kidney can be taken safely from a living person, and can save the life of a dying patient. Given 
that the demand for kidney transplants exceeds the supply of donated kidneys, the law in the 
UK that forbids people to sell one of their kidneys should be abolished, because this would 
result in a greater number of successful kidney transplants. People are worried that it would 
involve rich patients exploiting poor potential donors. But selling one’s kidney to support one’s 
family is not very much different from supporting one’s family by working in a dangerous 
occupation. Some patients have bought kidneys and received transplants in other countries, 
where the risks to their life from such operations can be great. 

Which of the following is an assumption underlying the above argument? 

(A) Poor people are not able to receive kidney transplants. 

(B) Some people in the UK would be willing to sell a kidney. 

(C) Selling one’s kidney is less dangerous than some occupations. 

(D) Kidney transplants carried out in other countries are rarely successful. 

(E) Changing the law would ensure an adequate supply of kidneys for transplant. 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q30] 

In a particular year the month of January (which has 31 days) contains five Fridays. 

Which one of the following could NOT be true? 

(A) The first Friday in the month occurs before the 4th. 

(B) The 1st of January is a Wednesday. 

(C) There are only 4 Tuesdays. 

(D) There are also 5 Sundays. 

(E) The 31st of January is a Monday. 

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q31] 

A small restaurant is open for 45 weeks each year. It employs 6 people at total wages of £1200 
per week (they are not paid when the restaurant is closed). It is open for lunch on Monday to 
Friday and dinner on Tuesday to Saturday and on average 20 people eat at each opening. The 
owners pay rental on the premises of £36 000 per year. Other expenses (insurance, gas 
electricity, water, rates etc.) come to £9000 per year. The cost of buying food works out at £5 
per meal served. 

How much must the owner charge for each meal to cover expenses? 

(A) £10 

(B) £11 

(C) £16 

(D) £22 

(E) £27 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q32] 

Boland City has just installed a new tram system. Several artists have been asked to come up 
with a map of the system which, whilst it may not show the exact relative positions of the 
stations, shows the connections between them correctly. 

The five maps are shown below (the names of the stations are not marked). 

Four of the artists drew possible maps, but the fifth got the connections wrong. Which map 
below is based on incorrect connections? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q33] 

In cricket, the world's fastest bowlers bowl at speeds of over ninety miles per hour. When the 
bowler releases the ball he is less than twenty metres away from the batsman, which means 
that the batsman has less than half a second to react to the ball and select his shot. According 
to scientists this is impossible, as there is simply not enough time for the necessary thought 
processes and muscle responses to occur. And yet this is exactly what happens. This just shows 
how science can all too easily fail to explain things due to its own limitations. 

Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the above argument? 

(A) In order to play against bowling of this pace, the batsman's response has become a learned 
reflex rather than a conscious decision. 

(B) It is only with the aid of high technology speed cameras that the speed of the bowler's 
delivery can be established. 

(C) Tennis players often have to return serves which are travelling in excess of a hundred 
miles per hour over similar distances. 

(D) There is much that science has yet to discover about the ways that the mind works and 
how it affects the body. 

(E) Batsmen can often be too slow to react to fast bowling and consequently get badly hurt.  
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[TSA, 2009S1Q34] 

Education in this country has entered a spiral of decline. In recent attainment tests, almost half 
of 11-year-olds performed at an under-average level. The government claims that standards 
are improving as a result of league tables and National Curriculum Strategies, but these results 
prove that tests are simply getting easier. We badly need to return to the teaching and 
assessment methods of the fifties. 

Which of the following best explains a flaw in the above argument? 

(A) More than 50% of students were over-average in this test, which shows that standards 
have improved. 

(B) League tables have increased differences between schools in middle class and deprived 
areas. 

(C) The author appeals to parents' fears about their children's education. 

(D) No matter how hard the test, nearly 50 of students will achieve under-average results. 

(E) We need a return to the social attitudes rather than the teaching methods of the fifties. 

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q35] 

It is possible to think that someone is right to do whatever serves his own ends, including 
murder, theft and deceit, and to admire his ruthlessness. But one cannot think that this is not 
morally wrong. The phrase 'morally wrong' is not meaningless. There are some things, such as 
those mentioned above, which would have to be so described by anyone who was not unaware 
of the meaning of the expression. That some things are morally wrong can be shown to be true, 
every bit as decisively as, for instance, it can be shown that snow is white. It is not true that 
every moral question is 'a matter of opinion', still less of taste, personal preference, or choice. 

Which of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) People are right to do whatever serves their own ends, even if it involves murder, theft 
and deceit. 

(B) The phrase 'morally wrong' is not meaningless. 

(C) One must accept that acts such as murder, theft and deceit are morally wrong. 

(D) It is always wrong to admire those who commit murder. 

(E) It is as true that some things are morally wrong as it is that snow is white. 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q36] 

The rowing machine in our gym has a display that tells the user how much work they have 
done. The display shows the following information: 

 

Today I have used the machine three times, each time as part of a circuit of training using 
several machines in the gym. During my third session, I re-set the counter after rowing 500 m. 

 
How many calories did I use up on the rowing machine? 

(A) 155 

(B) 190 

(C) 205 

(D) 206 

(E) 260 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q37] 

When Mrs Brown looks out of her back room window, a bungalow 7 m high and 30 m beyond 
her garden fence is just obscured by a shrub in her hedge which is 1.6 m high. She wants to 
choose a tree to plant beside the shrub which, when fully grown, will have the same effect on a 
small block of flats 20 m high beside the bungalow. However, she does not want it to be much 
bigger than necessary or it will block out her light. 

The characteristics of some trees are shown below: 

 

Which of the trees above would be her best choice? 

(A) Copper Beech 

(B) Hawthorn 

(C) Holly 

(D) Hornbeam 

(E) Mountain Ash 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q38] 

The graph below shows Northern Ireland house prices as a percentage of the UK average 
(1980=100%) for the period 1980 to 1986. 

 

Which one of the following pieces of information can be inferred from the graph above? 

(A) House prices in Northern Ireland fell by almost 30% in the period shown. 

(B) House prices in Northern Ireland rose in some years and fell in others. 

(C) Average house prices in the UK (outside Northern Ireland) have risen over the period 
shown. 

(D) In some years average prices in Northern Ireland rose compared to those in the UK as a 
whole. 

(E) House prices in Northern Ireland had peaked in 1980 

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q39] 

In attempting to reduce the high injury toll from road offences such as drink-driving, successive 
governments have tended to rely on the deterrent effect of increasingly severe penalties. 
However, severe penalties can act as a deterrent only if potential offenders believe that the 
chances of being detected are moderate or high. Recent surveys have shown that people 
perceive the chance of detection for the offence of drink-driving as being very small. 

Which one of the following can be concluded from the passage above? 

(A) Severe penalties for the offence of drink-driving do not constitute an effective deterrent. 

(B) Successive governments have not tackled the problem of drink-driving. 

(C) Drink-driving offenders have a misguided perception of their chances of detection. 

(D) Penalties for road offences such as drink-driving should be even more severe. 

(E) There must be better ways to tackle drink-driving, for example education. 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q40] 

Athletes who have huge potential to draw both live and television audiences expect to be 
rewarded financially for their skill and hours of dedication in training. However, large prize 
money at televised meetings does nothing to help future generations of athletes who need time 
off work and good facilities to achieve their potential. The only fair solution is to take a levy 
from top athletes' pay to ensure money is available to help the up-and-coming participants. 
Otherwise the burden will fall on the general taxpayer, or on the future athletes and their 
families, with the result that some will inevitably fail simply through lack of money. 

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends? 

(A) The majority of top athletes come from poor backgrounds. 

(B) Countries which give financial help to young athletes produce more winners. 

(C) It is not fair for the general taxpayer to have to subsidise athletics. 

(D) It is not possible to train and have a part-time job. 

(E) Top athletes deserve the large rewards they receive in return for their efforts. 

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q41] 

Undoubtedly, early upbringing affects your social adjustment in later life. A recent study 
demonstrated that many children of parents who act aggressively towards their offspring grow 
up to be violent as adults. Consequently, if we could stop parents behaving aggressively 
towards their children, we would be able to eliminate a significant proportion of violence from 
our society. 

Which of the following, if true, most weakens the above argument? 

(A) It is not possible to legislate against aggressive behaviour of parents towards their 
children. 

(B) In many cases children who are treated violently by their parents make sure that their 
own children do not suffer in the same way. 

(C) What were considered reasonable methods of discipline in previous generations are 
considered to be assault today. 

(D) Continuing poverty and deprivation are the major causes of aggressive behaviour in both 
adults and their children. 

(E) Many parents become violent when they are unable to control their children's behaviour. 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q42] 

To take part in the National Lottery, entrants must select six different numbers between 1 and 
49 inclusive. 

My mother asked me to buy a National Lottery ticket for her. "Choose any six numbers you 
like," she said, "but make sure that each one is a multiple of 3, or contains a 3, or 6 or 9." 

How many numbers can I choose from? 

(A) 15 

(B) 16 

(C) 22 

(D) 25 

(E) 31 

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q43] 

Oliver's first job is with Bubble Engineering Ltd. The company grants paid holidays each year 
on the following basis: 

 
Oliver has decided to leave Bubble Engineering on the tenth anniversary of his starting there. 
Part of his reason for leaving is that he has never been able to take his full holiday entitlement: 

Holiday Record 

 
Oliver knows the company always avoids adverse publicity by giving the full entitlement once 
employees give notice. 

How many more days holiday will he get before he leaves? 

(A) 20 

(B) 25 

(C) 30 

(D) 35 

(E) 65 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q44] 

The pattern below shows part of the tiling of a large floor in a community centre. It is made up 
of two types of tile: a hexagon and a triangle. 

 

For a sufficiently large expanse of flooring, approximately what proportion of the two types of 
tile will be required? 

(A) 1 hexagon to 6 triangles 

(B) 1 hexagon to 9 triangles 

(C) 1 hexagon to 12 triangles 

(D) 1 hexagon to 15 triangles 

(E) 1 hexagon to 18 triangles 

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q45] 

In Britain, wetland areas have traditionally been used for cattle farming, which requires 
drainage of the land to allow cattle to graze in summer. However, maintaining the marshy 
conditions in wetlands is vital to the survival of the varieties of wildlife and plants which are 
exclusive to such areas. Because the interests of agriculture and of conservation are thus in 
conflict in wetland areas, water levels should be regulated by an independent body to enable a 
balance to be achieved. 

Which of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the argument above? 

(A) Water levels in wetlands should be regulated by an independent body. 

(B) A balance should be maintained between agricultural and conservation interests. 

(C) The interests of the different groups using wetland areas are irreconcilable. 

(D) Wetland areas have to fulfil the needs of agriculture and conservation. 

(E) Wetland areas are a rare natural resource which needs special treatment. 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q46] 

The proportion of time people devote in their lives to travelling from A to B has been constant 
over history. So the advent of high speed forms of transport simply means that people will 
travel greater distances. 

Which of the following most closely parallels the above reasoning? 

(A) Mortgage loans have always represented around 3 to 4 times a person's annual income. 
Therefore a rise in average earnings will mean an increase in mortgage lending. 

(B) The ratio between mortgage repayments and total expenditure per household has always 
been constant. So more expensive food will mean more debt. 

(C) With a fixed rate of mortgage interest, an increase in house prices will mean that inflation 
will rise. 

(D) The increase of home ownership has been in proportion to the rise in average earnings. So 
the increase in house building means people are earning more. 

(E) The proportion of new to old homes on the market has always been constant. So an 
increase in housing development means that more old houses are being renovated. 

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q47] 

There has recently been concern about people who have had blood transfusions. Some blood 
donors have gone on to develop CJD, the human form of BSE i.e. 'mad cow disease'. There is a 
small chance that people who have received this blood may also go on to develop CJD. However 
the risk is small, there is nothing that can be done about this disease, and informing the patient 
will cause anxiety. For all these reasons, the NHS should not take steps to inform those people 
who may be at risk. 

Which of the following applies the principle used in the above argument? 

(A) Not informing air passengers during turbulence of the small risk of damage to the plane. 

(B) Not informing patients that they are suffering from a terminal disease. 

(C) Not informing passengers of the reason for a train being unavoidably delayed. 

(D) Not informing adopted children as to the identity of their biological parents. 

(E) Not informing young children of poor results in diagnostic educational tests. 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q48] 

Starting from its depot in town X, a delivery lorry is to make deliveries to three towns A, B and 
C, in any order which the driver chooses and finally to return to X. Straight roads connect each 
town to every other town. 

Depending on the layout of the towns, which of the following could NOT be the shortest journey 
for him to take? 

(A) XAXBCBX 

(B) XACBX 

(C) XAXBCX 

(D) XBABXCX 

(E) XABCBAX 

 

[TSA, 2009S1Q49] 

A rainwater butt in Joan's garden fills from a flat roof of an equivalent area to 25 square metres. 
The butt holds 200 litres and is full when Joan starts using it in the summer. During the 
gardening season, 160 litres falls on each square metre of roof. Only half of this is collected as 
the rest evaporates. Joan uses 100 litres from the butt to top up her garden pond each week for 
25 weeks. If there is not enough water in the butt, she completes the job with mains water 
which is rather expensive. During the summer months there is never enough rain to overfill 
the butt. 

How much mains water would she expect to use in an average summer? 

(A) 0 litres 

(B) 300 litres 

(C) 500 litres 

(D) 2000 litres 

(E) 2300 litres 
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[TSA, 2009S1Q50] 

Four triangles of card coloured on one side are joined as shown. 

 

The joined triangles are then folded and joined to make a pyramid. 

Which of the following could not be a view from above? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  
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TSA 2009 S2 
Time Allowed: 30 minutes 

 

微信扫码在线完成考试，考试结束后由教师人工阅卷判分。 

This question paper contains a choice of four tasks, of which you must answer only one. 
There is space on the question paper for preliminary notes. Your answer must be written 
on the answer sheet provided. No additional answer sheets may be used. Candidates 
with permission to use a word processor must not exceed 1200 words. 

The questions each provide an opportunity for you to show how well you can select, 
develop and organise ideas and communicate them effectively in writing. 

It is important that your answer is relevant to the question and addresses it directly. 
This is not a test of knowledge, nor is it assumed that the questions have right or wrong 
answers. If the question requires you to make judgements and express your opinions, try 
to provide coherent arguments to support your views and consider the merits of possible 
counter arguments. 

Before you begin writing, take time to think carefully about what you need to say and 
the ways in which the organisation of your response might help convey your message. 

Note that your response must be contained in the space provided on a single two-page 
answer sheet. The disciplines involved in this are considered key features of the task. 

Take care to show how well you can write and be concise, clear and accurate. You must 
complete your answer sheet within the time limit. 

Dictionaries and calculators are NOT permitted. 
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[TSA, 2009S2] 

YOU MUST ANSWER ONLY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

1. Albert Einstein wrote that "The whole of science is nothing more than the refinement of 
everyday thinking." Do you agree? 

 

2. If 'Humanitarian Intervention' is acceptable, why shouldn't Europe invade the USA to stop 
it using the death penalty? 

 

3. If you can give reasons for your actions, does that mean that your actions are rational?  

 

4. What changes in society will follow from increased life expectancy? 
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TSA 2010 S1 
Time Allowed: 90 minutes 

 

微信扫码完成在线考试后，自动判分并呈现完整解析、错题录入错题本。 

Speed as well as accuracy is important in this section. Work quickly, or you may not finish 
the paper. There are no penalties for incorrect responses, only marks for correct answers, 
so you should attempt all 50 questions. Each question is worth one mark. 

Answer on the sheet provided. Questions ask you to show your choice between five options. 
Choose the one option you consider correct and record your choice on the separate answer 
sheet. If you make a mistake, erase thoroughly and try again. 

You must complete the answer sheet within the time limit. 

You can use the question paper for rough working or notes, but no extra paper is allowed. 

Calculators are NOT permitted. 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q1] 

In the case of plastic drink bottles, recycling is not the best answer to the problem of garbage 
disposal. Ninety five per cent of soft-drink bottles sold in the United States are made of a 
compound of polyethylene (PET) which poses recycling problems. They are potentially 
carcinogenic if recycled into new food or drink containers. Recycled PET tends to absorb other 
chemicals before re-melting and these chemicals could leach into food or drink that is stored 
in a recycled container. However, if disposed of in landfill sites, plastic is not harmful to the 
environment. It can be squashed flat, so that it occupies little space and it is inert. Unlike other 
waste, it does not leach into soil or water, nor does it produce a dangerous build-up of methane. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the argument above? 

(A) Plastic waste cannot be recycled safely. 

(B) Plastic waste is not a danger to the environment. 

(C) Food containers made from recycled plastic are potentially carcinogenic. 

(D) There is sufficient space in landfill sites to accommodate plastic waste. 

(E) Recycling is not the best method of disposing of plastic drink bottles. 

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q2] 

Splashford Swimming Pool charges £2 per session for adults and £1 for children. 

Also available is a Family Swimcard. At a cost of £50, the Family Swimcard allows unlimited 
use of the pool for one year for 2 adults and up to 3 children. For larger families, every 
additional child must pay half the children's rate each time. 

Mr and Mrs Teal and their 4 children are keen swimmers. They used their Swimcard when the 
family went swimming 40 times last year. 

How much did the Swimcard save the Teal family last year? 

(A) £50 

(B) £190 

(C) £230 

(D) £250 

(E) £270 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q3] 

Every year in this country there are over 8000 personal accidents on golf courses, yet it is 
estimated that as few as five per cent of all golfers take out adequate insurance against claims 
for injury. If more golfers could be encouraged to take out appropriate insurance policies the 
number of accidents could be dramatically reduced. 

Which one of the following identifies the flaw in the argument above? 

(A) It ignores the fact that millions of golfers never have an accident. 

(B) It assumes that all insurance policies provide adequate insurance against claims. 

(C) It implies that the occurrence of golfing accidents is causally related to the lack of 
insurance. 

(D) It overlooks the possibility that some accidents would not be covered by insurance. 

(E) It ignores the fact that there are different kinds of insurance for different kinds of activity. 

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q4] 

In 1997 the UK Government banned the owning of handguns after a man went on the rampage, 
killing several people, with a collection of legally owned firearms. In the time since then the 
number of crimes involving firearms as a whole has increased. The number involving legally 
owned firearms has gone up by 0.1% as compared to a 5% increase overall. 

Which one of the following could be reliably concluded from the above information? 

(A) Banning handguns has simply increased gun crime. 

(B) The number of legally owned firearms has decreased. 

(C) The number of crimes involving handguns has stayed the same. 

(D) The law change in 1997 has not resulted in a reduction in gun crime. 

(E) It has become easier to acquire illegal firearms. 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q5] 

If drivers were made to pay for road use according to the amount of time they spent on the 
road, they would drive more dangerously. Experiments were conducted with volunteers using 
a driving simulator. In the first experiment, the volunteers were charged for time spent driving 
below 10mph in order to see how people coped with trying to avoid congestion. In the second 
experiment, they were charged for the time spent in a particular area. The results were 
alarming. The volunteers in the first experiment jumped many red lights in an attempt to keep 
their speed up. Those in the second frequently broke the speed limit, and overtook in 
dangerous situations. In the interests of road safety, we should not introduce such payment 
schemes. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) Driving simulators are a reliable guide to real-life driving. 

(B) We need to do more experiments on schemes of payment for road use. 

(C) More people should practise their driving skills using a simulator. 

(D) Schemes involving payment for road use will not solve the problem of road congestion. 

(E) Road congestion could be solved in ways other than payment for road-use schemes. 

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q6] 

Acme Haulage pays dividends to its shareholders every six months. Better Ball Bearings pays 
its shareholders every eight months and Koffmore Chemists pays every eighteen months. 

In January 1990 all three companies paid me a dividend. 

In what month and year did this next happen? 

(A) July 1991 

(B) January 1992 

(C) July 1995 

(D) January 1996 

(E) January 2002 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q7] 

A woman has to get up for work at seven o'clock in the morning. She wakes up and looks over 
at her digital clock. Unfortunately, the batteries are low and the figures on the display, showing 
hours and minutes, aren't showing up properly. All she can see is the display below: 

 
It is light outside, so she cannot be more than twelve hours late. 

What is the greatest amount of time that she could be late waking up? 

(A) 1h 39min 

(B) 1h 59min 

(C) 2h 25min 

(D) 2h 35min 

(E) 2h 59min 

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q8] 

The Richter Scale is used to measure the strength of earthquakes. It has the property that an 
increase of one unit on the scale represents a tenfold increase in the strength of the quake. 
Three earthquakes have the following values on the Richter Scale: 

X : 2.0 

Y : 3.0 

Z : 4.0 

Which one of the following statements about their relative strengths is true? 

(A) X is one-tenth the strength of Y and one-twentieth the strength of Z. 

(B) X is one-tenth the strength of Y and one-hundredth the strength of Z. 

(C) X is one-tenth the strength of Y and one-thousandth the strength of Z. 

(D) Z is twice as strong as X and Y is one-and-a-half times as strong as X. 

(E) Z is one-tenth stronger than Y which is one-tenth stronger than X. 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q9] 

A two-month study of major producers of ivory products showed that worldwide demand for 
elephant tusks for ivory had fallen sharply. Consequently it is safe to assume that there will be 
a general decline in elephant poaching. 

Which one of the following, if true, would most weaken the above argument? 

(A) There are far fewer elephants than there were ten years ago, so poachers are finding it 
increasingly difficult to make a living from the ivory trade. 

(B) Poachers now use high-powered rifles which make it far easier for them to kill larger 
numbers of elephants than was possible in the past. 

(C) The worldwide demand for ivory fluctuates considerably at certain times of the year, so 
poachers stockpile ivory to sell when the market improves. 

(D) More and more synthetic materials are being used as substitutes for ivory in the 
construction of such things as piano keys and billiard balls. 

(E) The worldwide demand for ivory has been falling consistently for the last twenty years 
and many ivory poachers have found alternative sources of income. 

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q10] 

Alcohol is largely to blame for a rise in the incidence of breast cancer. Research from St. 
George's hospital in Tooting shows the number of women with breast cancer rose significantly 
over a 10 year period. Researchers also found the average amount of alcohol women drank 
rose by more than 40% over the same period. The study used figures from a number of regional 
hospitals and compared drinking habits between 1997 and 2007. 

Which one of the following best identifies the flaw in the above reasoning? 

(A) It confuses actual amounts drunk by some women with average consumption. 

(B) It gives a causal explanation when only a correlation is given. 

(C) It makes a sweeping generalisation on the strength of a very local sample. 

(D) It assumes that all serious illnesses are related to lifestyle. 

(E) It fails to specify the amount by which breast cancer has increased. 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q11] 

Many people imagine that large country houses in the eighteenth century had smooth lawns. 
But in those days there was no way of killing wild plants and weeds and, with the lawnmower 
not invented, the only method of cutting a lawn was by teams of gardeners with hand scythes; 
today's weed-free close cuts were unthinkable. Given this, lawns must have been like flowery 
meadows. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the argument above? 

(A) Modern lawns are kept smooth only with the use of weedkillers and lawnmowers. 

(B) The upkeep of eighteenth century lawns required the employment of large numbers of 
gardeners. 

(C) In the eighteenth century, lawns were not smooth but more like flowery meadows. 

(D) It is more natural to have a lawn like a flowery meadow than one kept in smooth condition. 

(E) Modern lawns would seem boring to a person from the eighteenth century. 

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q12] 

Sue and Ben are buying some kitchen goods at a shop which is having a sale. The terms of the 
sale are as follows: 

 

The marked prices of the goods they have chosen come to £96. 

How much less would they actually spend, to the nearest £1, if they chose extra goods to the 
value of £6? 

(A) £2 

(B) £6 

(C) £10 

(D) £13 

(E) £16 

  



2014 
ueie.com 

8 

 ｜TSA 历年真题集 (2008-2021) 

TSA Past Paper 2010 8 

[TSA, 2010S1Q13] 

 

At the end of the quarterly charging period to which the above bill relates, the householder 
changed her electricity consumption pattern. In the next quarter she roughly halved her 
standard consumption and increased her off-peak consumption by about ten times. 

What approximate total bill should she expect for the next charging period? 

(A) £90 

(B) £120 

(C) £150 

(D) £170 

(E) £200 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q14] 

The diagram shows the outline of a window which is intended to be composed of a number of 
panes of glass, all of the same size and shape. 

 

Which one of the shapes below could be used to fill this window? 

 
 

 

A B C 

  

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q15] 

 

Which one of the following conclusions is best supported by the data given above? 

(A) Young people are likely to be more tolerant of smoking than their parents. 

(B) Young people tend to underestimate their parents' disapproval of their smoking. 

(C) More than half of young people's parents are tolerant of smoking. 

(D) Smoking in a young person can lead to a deterioration in relations with their parents. 

(E) Parents are unlikely to express strong disapproval of their children's habits.  
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[TSA, 2010S1Q16] 

The siting of mobile phone masts is a controversial matter in the UK, particularly when they 
are situated at or near schools and hospitals. The Stewart Report concluded that the balance of 
evidence indicated that there was no general risk to the health of people living near mobile 
phone masts but recommended a regular audit of Radio Frequency Radiation (RFR) emissions 
from masts sited near schools and hospitals. The Government have complied with this latter 
recommendation and carried out regular audits all of which show that RFR emissions are far 
below the levels of national and international guidelines. Therefore, mobile phone masts are 
safe and not injurious to health and can be sited anywhere. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) RFR emissions are more injurious to younger people. 

(B) RFR emissions can affect sensitive equipment in hospitals. 

(C) The audits are not carried out frequently. 

(D) Mobile phones are an essential part of modern communications. 

(E) The only health risk from mobile phone masts is RFR emissions. 

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q17] 

The expense of advertising adds greatly to overall production costs and thus to the prices of 
goods when they reach the public. There is particular public resentment of mass advertising 
for rival brands of products such as petrol or detergents - which, most people suspect, are so 
similar in character as to be virtually indistinguishable except in their packaging. Much of the 
huge sum devoted to advertising could be used more fruitfully to bring down prices. Therefore, 
advertising disadvantages the consumer. 

Which one of the following, if true, would most weaken the above argument? 

(A) Manufacturers would not spend money on advertising unless they believed it would 
benefit the public. 

(B) By increasing competition, advertising leads to an overall improvement in the quality of 
goods. 

(C) Advertising does not affect in any way what customers choose to buy. 

(D) The advertising industry is able to employ people who would otherwise be out of work. 

(E) Advertisements often make misleading claims about the quality of the product. 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q18] 

I have been asked to move 120 boxes weighing 25 kg each and 90 boxes weighing 20 kg each 
from the ground floor to the fifth floor of the office block in which I work. Unfortunately, 
nobody is available to give me any help. 

There is a sign in the lift which reads: 

 

I weigh 80 kg. 

What is the minimum number of journeys I will have to make from the ground floor to the fifth 
floor? 

(A) 10 

(B) 12 

(C) 13 

(D) 15 

(E) 16 

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q19] 

It is 12 noon and I have just arrived in the centre of town for a meeting that is due to last for at 
least three and a half hours. 

After this meeting, I have an important appointment at 6.00 pm which requires me to leave 
before 5.30 pm. 

There are 5 car parks in the town centre that charge as follows: 

 

In which car park should I leave my car in order to pay as little as possible in parking fees? 

(A) Grove Street 

(B) Victoria Square 

(C) Central Park 

(D) Bonningtons 

(E) Grange Road 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q20] 

A taxi service advertises its rates for travel to the local airport as shown below: 

 
Which one of the following bar graphs correctly illustrates how the cost per person decreases 
as more people get together to share a taxi to the airport? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q21] 

Increasingly, the affluent middle classes are choosing private health care. This has been 
accompanied by steady decline in the National Health Service (NHS), evidenced by poor 
funding, understaffing, long waiting lists and substandard hygiene. The obvious solution would 
be to ban private healthcare, since its take-up by a privileged but growing minority is inevitably 
driving down standards in the NHS. 

Which one of the following is the best illustration of the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) The NHS has recently received funding increases. 

(B) The NHS is not in decline, we simply expect more of it these days. 

(C) People might choose private health care because of decline in the NHS. 

(D) People should have the freedom to choose the best healthcare option. 

(E) The NHS would flourish if funds were not diverted to private health care. 

  



2010 
ueie.com 

 13 

 ｜TSA Past Paper Collection (2008-2021) 

  TSA Past Paper 2010 13 

[TSA, 2010S1Q22] 

Amrik cannot afford to buy the Advanced version of the software. The Professional version is 
even more expensive, so Amrik cannot afford that either. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) Amrik does not like foods containing garlic. This pizza contains garlic and anchovies, so 
Amrik won't like it either. 

(B) It is too far for Amrik to walk to the garden centre. The shops are closer, so he will go there 
instead. 

(C) Amrik cannot sleep at night if he drinks a cup of tea after 9 pm, because tea contains 
caffeine. Coffee contains more caffeine than tea, so Amrik won't drink that after 9 pm 
either. 

(D) Amrik didn't have enough patience to complete the 1000 piece jigsaw he got for his 
birthday. The Times crossword also requires patience, so he won't complete that either. 

(E) Amrik's hair is shorter, and Callum's hair is longer, than Bill's. So Amrik's hair is shorter 
than Callum's. 

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q23] 

We do not pay a fixed amount for electricity, gas or telephone calls irrespective of how much 
we use. How is it then that some people are still expected to do so in the case of water? People 
who use relatively little water should no longer be required to subsidise those who use a great 
deal. Water meters should therefore be introduced in all regions as soon as it is feasible to do 
so. 

Which one of the following best illustrates the principle underlying the argument above? 

(A) Our town is providing a series of recycling banks so that residents who wish to recycle 
household waste can do so. 

(B) When we eat out as a group we divide the bill by the number of people dining. 

(C) The government is paying compensation to house owners whose properties were 
damaged in the floods. 

(D) The new road is going to be financed by a toll system rather than out of taxation. 

(E) People who have difficulty paying the annual television licence fee may pay in monthly 
instalments. 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q24] 

A secretary is in a bad mood with her boss and has to write three letters intended for three 
different people. She makes sure that each of the recipients of the letters will receive one 
written to someone else. 

In how many different ways can she send three different letters to achieve this? 

(A) 1 

(B) 2 

(C) 3 

(D) 5 

(E) 6 

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q25] 

Anne is a researcher working for an insurance company which has decided to send out a safety 
awareness mailshot to its customers during the month which costs it most in claims. She 
examines the average accident statistics bearing in mind that an accident categorised as a 
write-off costs 10 times more than one categorised as serious which, in turn, costs 10 times 
more than one categorised as slight. 

 

In which month does Anne conclude the mailshot should be made? 

(A) January 

(B) March 

(C) June 

(D) October 

(E) November 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q26] 

The graph below shows Mr Evans' bank balance at the end of each month in a year. 

 

Which one of the following graphs could show the actual change in his bank balance each 
month? 

   
A B C 

  

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q27] 

Store loyalty cards are designed to encourage customers to use one supermarket only. But all 
the major supermarkets now have loyalty cards, so people are able to possess a loyalty card 
for all of their local supermarkets. So it is pointless for the supermarkets to continue using 
them and they might as well abandon the costly schemes, because they cannot be the primary 
reason that people choose to shop at a particular store. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) People obtain loyalty cards for all of their local supermarkets. 

(B) Loyalty schemes are not the primary reason that people choose to shop at a particular 
store. 

(C) Supermarkets might as well abandon loyalty schemes. 

(D) Loyalty card schemes cost too much to be worthwhile. 

(E) Store loyalty cards are designed to encourage customers to use one supermarket only. 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q28] 

The demand for blood donors is increasing all over the world. In Western countries, in 
particular, demand has been rising so rapidly that shortages have begun to appear. In all such 
countries, demand is growing much faster than rates of growth in populations aged 18-65 from 
whom donors are drawn. And, despite a massive research effort to find alternatives, it remains 
true that in medicine there is no substitute for human blood. 

Which one of the following conclusions can be drawn from the passage? 

(A) As the demand for blood has increased, so has the supply fallen. 

(B) The rate of growth of the blood-donor population has been slowing recently. 

(C) The increase in the rate of demand for blood is mainly due to population growth. 

(D) If more blood donors could be found, there would be no need to find a substitute for human 
blood. 

(E) The problem of the increase in demand for blood shows no sign of disappearing. 

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q29] 

Powdered rhinoceros horn has often been claimed to have aphrodisiac properties. However, a 
recent investigation showed no evidence that it has any chemical effect whatsoever on the 
human nervous system. What is more, in an experiment in which 100 people were given 
powdered rhinoceros horn and another 100 people were given powdered rice, without 
knowing what they were taking, more of those taking the rice indicated that they felt an 
increase in sexual arousal than did those taking the rhinoceros horn. This demonstrates 
conclusively that rhinoceros horn is not an aphrodisiac. 

Which one of the above is an underlying assumption of the argument in the passage? 

(A) Powdered rice does not have significant aphrodisiac properties. 

(B) Claims made about aphrodisiacs are in general untrustworthy. 

(C) Powdered rice has no effect on the human nervous system. 

(D) The claims about its aphrodisiac properties are spread to create a demand for rhinoceros 
horn. 

(E) A ban on the trade in rhinoceros horn should be enforced worldwide. 

  



2010 
ueie.com 

 17 

 ｜TSA Past Paper Collection (2008-2021) 

  TSA Past Paper 2010 17 

[TSA, 2010S1Q30] 

Fred, Joe and Bill do plumbing, electrics and plastering respectively and work together on 
certain building jobs. They will each take on any job involving all three types of work, sub-
contract to the others where necessary and sort out any payments at the end of the month. 

At the end of March, Bill has done £300 of work for Fred and £200 of work for Joe. Joe has done 
£100 of work for Fred and £250 of work for Bill. Fred has done £150 of work for Joe and £200 
of work for Bill. 

Which of the following will settle their accounts? 

(A) Bill and Joe each pay Fred £25. 

(B) Fred pays Bill £50. 

(C) Fred and Joe each pay Bill £75. 

(D) Bill pays Fred and Joe £100 each. 

(E) Joe pays Bill £150 and Fred £50. 

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q31] 

Rachel intends to buy some toiletries for her five brothers as a present. She thinks that Rex 
would like aftershave, Tom talc, Magnus body spray and the twins, James and Henry, would 
like shower gel. They all have a liking for "Jasmine" brand. Her budget is a maximum of £10.00 
and if she can spend less so much the better. She finds that the items are available in 
combination packs as well as individually. Prices are: 

 

What is the least amount of money Rachel must spend? 

(A) £7.48 

(B) £8.46 

(C) £8.47 

(D) £8.97 

(E) £9.95 

  



2014 
ueie.com 

18 

 ｜TSA 历年真题集 (2008-2021) 

TSA Past Paper 2010 18 

[TSA, 2010S1Q32] 

A survey claimed that in 1990 40% of the adult British population smoked. lt claimed further 
that in 1991, after an anti-smoking campaign, only 30% of the adult British population smoked. 
lt reported a 10% fall in the number of smokers. However, the campaign organisers, in their 
advertising, reported a 25% fall in the number of smokers. 

The campaign organisers' advertisement reflects: 

(A) the change in the number of smokers expressed as a percentage of the population in 1990 

(B) the change in the number of smokers expressed as a percentage of the population in 1991. 

(C) the change in the number of smokers expressed as a percentage of smokers in 1990. 

(D) the change in the number of smokers expressed as a percentage of smokers in 1991. 

(E) the change in the size of the population expressed as a percentage of the population in 
1990. 

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q33] 

The United States attempts to reduce the supply of illegal drugs by intercepting shipments and 
eradicating illegal crops. Despite these efforts, illegal drugs are still readily available, because 
growers, for example those in Colombia, move to different areas and plant smaller plots that 
are harder o find. So more effort should be made to reduce demand. This does not simply mean 
reducing the total number of people using illegal drugs. Because the important task is to cut 
consumption by heavy users, drug-dependent criminals in the country's jails should be treated 
for their addiction. In this way drug-related social problems can be reduced. 

Which one of the following, if true, most strengthens the above argument? 

(A) The price of drugs has not fallen despite efforts to reduce their supply. 

(B) Statistics show that many crops of illegal drugs in Colombia have been eradicated. 

(C) Most of the drug users in US jails do not want treatment for their drug addiction. 

(D) Heavy drug users are responsible for committing most of the drug-related crime. 

(E) The majority of the US public are in favour of rehabilitating prisoners who are drug users. 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q34] 

While the benefits of cardio-vascular exercise are well known, studies have shown that 
strenuous exercise is actually damaging to the immune system. Athletes, although fit in general 
terms, are highly susceptible to colds and flu. What's more, many sports people develop cancer 
at an early age despite their healthy diets and high levels of physical fitness. lt is thought by 
doctors that a healthy immune system is the best way to prevent cancer. Therefore, to increase 
your chances of a long life, maintaining a high level of physical fitness is ill-advised. 

Which one of the following identifies the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) There is little or no evidence of a link between strenuous exercise and the immune system. 

(B) There may be other reasons for cancer amongst sports people, e.g. the use of performance-
enhancing drugs. 

(C) There is no guarantee that a healthy immune system will prevent someone from 
developing cancer. 

(D) There may be more lives prolonged by high levels of fitness than are lost to early-age 
cancer. 

(E) There are much more damaging things for the immune system than strenuous exercise. 

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q35] 

Although the general public are demanding action to reduce the number of pedestrians killed 
in road accidents in residential areas, road bumps in these areas should be abolished. Road 
bumps were introduced to residential areas because they were cheap, quick to implement, and 
showed that Local Authorities were acting to reduce road deaths. They are admittedly effective 
at restricting the speed of traffic but they also hinder emergency services. The London 
Ambulance Service has stated that they cause delays in reaching critically ill people and this 
results in 500 deaths per year from heart failure alone in the London area. Electronic speed 
signs, and more effective signing of speed limits in residential areas, would be just as effective 
at reducing pedestrian deaths. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) The general public are demanding action to reduce the number of pedestrians killed in 
road accidents in residential areas. 

(B) Road bumps are cheaper and easier to implement than other ways of reducing traffic 
speed. 

(C) Electronic speed signs are just as effective as road bumps. 

(D) Road bumps should be abolished in residential areas. 

(E) Road bumps interfere with the Emergency Services causing many deaths. 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q36] 

The fuel consumption of Ted's new car is given in the manufacturer's data sheet as follows: 

 

The cost of fuel is 80c per litre. Ted's journey to work consists of 20 km on country roads 
normally at 90 km/h, 40 km on motorway at 110 km/h and 20 km in town at 50 km/h. 

How much does his drive to work cost him? 

(A) $4.16 

(B) $4.24 

(C) $4.26 

(D) $4.40 

(E) $5.30 

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q37] 

Maggie is preparing 300 information packs so that she can respond to enquiries for her holiday 
cottages. Each pack contains: 

• A basic information sheet - this is printed on A4 sized paper on both sides so that it 
may be folded to form 4 pages. 

• A sheet with prices on one side and a booking form on the other - two of these are 
printed on a sheet of A4 paper which is then cut in two. 

• An A4 information sheet giving details of some local amenities - this is printed on one 
side only. 

• A single A4 sheet colour brochure printed on both sides - this is provided free by the 
local Angling Association. 

The local printer charges 2p per side of A4 for reproduction. 

How much will her 300 packs cost her? 

(A) £15 

(B) £24 

(C) £30 

(D) £36 

(E) £42 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q38] 

Three views of the same die with unusual symbols are shown below: 

 
Which one of the following dice is not identical to the die above? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q39] 

There has been a recent trend to paint speed cameras bright yellow so that they can be seen 
easily and so act as a deterrent to speeding motorists. This is the exact opposite of what should 
happen. If cameras are obvious, drivers tend to drive very fast between them and brake hard 
when they see one ahead, which is a very dangerous practice. If cameras were virtually 
invisible, drivers would have to keep within the speed limits all of the time for fear of being 
caught unawares. 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion of the above passage? 

(A) Painting speed cameras yellow does not make them a deterrent to speeding motorists. 

(B) Making speed cameras easily visible is the exact opposite of a sensible policy. 

(C) The point of installing speed cameras is to encourage drivers to reduce their speed. 

(D) When speed cameras are easily visible drivers drive in a very dangerous way. 

(E) If speed cameras were difficult to see, drivers would be likely to keep within speed limits. 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q40] 

Success in modern America is very much measured by the quantity of material possessions one 
has. A lack of material possessions means one is judged to be unsuccessful. Those people with 
few material possessions therefore must feel a strong sense of failure. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) Most modern Americans are successful. 

(B) Success can be precisely measured. 

(C) Over-emphasis on material possessions creates social problems. 

(D) Excessive desire for material possessions is psychologically damaging. 

(E) People in America with few material possessions want to be seen as successful. 

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q41] 

The Eurovision Song Contest is coming in for increasing criticism. No matter how awful the 
song, Greece can always be relied on to give a maximum 12 points to Cyprus and Russia will 
vote for the Ukraine. In one year the political voting was so blatant that the commentator for 
the UK described it as 'ridiculous'. With more Eastern European countries competing, their 
power blocs are so strong that Western European countries have little hope of winning. The 
result of the Eurovision Song Contest is now determined by geo-politics and not by music. 

Which one of the following, if true, would most weaken the above argument? 

(A) Britain nearly always gives high marks to the Irish song. 

(B) The Eastern European songs are usually sung in English. 

(C) Eastern European countries have shared tastes in music. 

(D) Western European countries have won 75% of contests in the past. 

(E) Poland has never won the Eurovision Song Contest. 

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q42] 

The coffee machine in our office offers a choice of regular or decaffeinated coffee; black or with 
one of three sorts of milk (full, semi-skimmed, skimmed); and, for those who want sweetening, 
either one or two spoonfuls of sugar or one or two non-sugar sweetening tablets. 

How many different kinds of coffee can be made? 

(A) 11 

(B) 24 

(C) 32 

(D) 40 

(E) 48 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q43] 

This is the draw for this year's end of season knockout trophy (and the results so far) competed 
for by sixteen teams that take part in a quiz league: 

 

Although teams are drawn against each other, all participating teams in each round answer the 
same set of 50 questions, worth 2 points each. 

In the first round, each 'match' is won straightforwardly by the team with the higher number 
of points. This team carries half of these points through to the next round; then in subsequent 
rounds winners carry through half of their 'new' points from the previous round. For example, 
the Amber Aardvarks carried 39 points through to their quarter-final, then in the quarter-final 
itself they added 86, and so carried 43 through to their semi-final. 

How many more points (at least) must the Indigo Iguanas score than the Orange Ocelots in the 
final to win the trophy? 

(A) 4 

(B) 6 

(C) 8 

(D) 10 

(E) 12 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q44] 

My local park has a network of paths linking various locations, as shown below. The stars on 
the map represent five of the park's landmarks: the fountain, lake, bandstand, statue and 
bowling green. 

 

When I walk round the park, I often vary my routes and I do not always take the shortest route 
from one place to another. I have noticed that when I go from the statue to the fountain, I always 
pass the bandstand, but that going from the lake to the bowling green, I never pass the fountain 
unless I pass the bandstand twice. 

How many of the stars on the diagram can be identified from the given information? 

(A) 0 

(B) 1 

(C) 2 

(D) 3 

(E) 5 

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q45] 

There is a proposal to change our passports from the present, rather imposing, book-type 
documents to small plastic cards, a proposal which should be rejected. The cards are seen as 
having many advantages. For example, they will be easier to fit into people's pockets, 
something which will become more important as other countries move towards compulsory 
identity cards. But this supposed advantage of smaller size is actually a disadvantage. It is the 
very fact that passports cannot be slipped into a holidaymaker's pocket (and from there into 
the sand on the beach) that makes us take special care of them. It is, after all, a very important 
document. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) The advantages of the smaller passports are fewer than people think. 

(B) The proposals to replace our passports with plastic cards should be rejected. 

(C) The importance of passports will diminish if they are small plastic cards. 

(D) People will take less care of passports which are small plastic cards. 

(E) The proposal to change our type of passports should be looked at more carefully. 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q46] 

If Nusra is to find a job that really interests her, then she must be prepared to earn much less 
than she does in her present job. However, because she is unwilling to sacrifice her current 
high wage, she will not find a job that would interest her. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning in the argument above? 

(A) If Lopez wants to do better at school, he will need to give up his part-time job. He stresses 
that he wants to improve his school work, so he will obviously have to give up his job. 

(B) If Julie and Mike are to adopt a child, they have to be able to show that they have a stable 
relationship. Unfortunately, they haven't got a good history of stability in their marriage, 
so they are going to have to work hard at improving this. 

(C) If Myra is to start up her own business, she will need at least £5000 to cover her start up 
costs. She has only £1000, so she will need to borrow the rest from the bank. 

(D) If Paul and Lisa are to be happily married, they must talk to each other more. Their 
counselling sessions have shown, however, that they find this impossible, so their 
marriage will not be a happy one. 

(E) If Carl and Tesfa are going to go through with their divorce, they must be sure that they 
don't want to give their marriage another go. They have both insisted that divorce is the 
only option, so further counselling is pointless. 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q47] 

Launched in January 2008 as part of the U.S. administration's response to the looming financial 
crisis, the creation of the Council of Financial Literacy, though not without merit, is not 
necessarily the best way to approach things, especially in regard to the meltdown of subprime 
mortgages. It's certainly true that many subprime mortgages were given to borrowers who 
may not have understood the risks. Often borrowers did not even realise that their monthly 
payment would rise if interest rates went up. Subprime borrowers on an adjustable interest 
rate, whose mortgage repayments went up by just 7%, accounted for more than 40% of the 
repossessions begun in the 4th quarter of 2007. Would better information or education in 
financial literacy have made any difference? We don't need a committee to tell us the simple 
solution. Don't offer subprime mortgages. 

Which one of the following illustrates the principle underlying the above argument? 

(A) It wouldn't make sense to withdraw strong alcohol from sale if more could be done to 
educate people about the dangers of drinking it. 

(B) Attempting to educate people about the dangers of drinking strong alcohol is pointless. 
People would ignore the warnings anyway. 

(C) Attempting to educate people about the dangers of drinking strong alcohol doesn't make 
sense. It would make more sense if people just couldn't buy it. 

(D) Creating committees to look into the problems caused by drinking strong alcohol is 
pointless. A committee would seldom reach a unanimous decision. 

(E) Creating committees to look into the problems caused by drinking alcohol is unnecessary. 
It would be more effective for alcohol manufacturers to put warning labels on their 
product. 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q48] 

The ferry from Harport to Selmer is at sea for 1 hour 15 minutes and at its berth at either end 
for 30 minutes. The hovercraft service between the same ports takes only 45 minutes and is 
berthed for 15 minutes before returning. 

If both leave Harport at 08:00 what is the next time they will both be at the same port together? 

(A) 09:45 

(B) 12:45 

(C) 14:45 

(D) 15:00 

(E) 18:00 

 

[TSA, 2010S1Q49] 

All the telephone numbers in my village have six digits and begin with 58. I have accidentally 
torn up and thrown away a piece of paper on which I had written the telephone number of a 
friend who lives nearby. The only piece I can find is the scrap shown below: 

 
How many different phone numbers in my village could be consistent with this extract? 

(A) 2 

(B) 10 

(C) 11 

(D) 12 

(E) 22 
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[TSA, 2010S1Q50] 

On a normal die, opposing faces add up to 7. Four views of the same die on which the numbers 
are arranged differently from a normal die are shown below. The unseen face has the number 
two on it. 

 

How many spots are on the face opposite the two on this die? 

(A) 1 

(B) 3 

(C) 4 

(D) 5 

(E) 6 
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TSA 2010 S2 
Time Allowed: 30 minutes 

 

微信扫码在线完成考试，考试结束后由教师人工阅卷判分。 

This question paper contains a choice of four tasks, of which you must answer only one. 
There is space on the question paper for preliminary notes. Your answer must be written 
on the answer sheet provided. No additional answer sheets may be used. Candidates 
with permission to use a word processor must not exceed 1200 words. 

The questions each provide an opportunity for you to show how well you can select, 
develop and organise ideas and communicate them effectively in writing. 

It is important that your answer is relevant to the question and addresses it directly. 
This is not a test of knowledge, nor is it assumed that the questions have right or wrong 
answers. If the question requires you to make judgements and express your opinions, try 
to provide coherent arguments to support your views and consider the merits of possible 
counter arguments. 

Before you begin writing, take time to think carefully about what you need to say and 
the ways in which the organisation of your response might help convey your message. 

Note that your response must be contained in the space provided on a single two-page 
answer sheet. The disciplines involved in this are considered key features of the task. 

Take care to show how well you can write and be concise, clear and accurate. You must 
complete your answer sheet within the time limit. 

Dictionaries and calculators are NOT permitted. 
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[TSA, 2010S2] 

YOU MUST ANSWER ONLY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

1. ‘Printing and the telephone were truly revolutionary inventions. All the internet brings is 
a difference in scale.’ Is that true?  

 

2. Is it justified to insist on facial visibility in public spaces?  

 

3. Why do we need banks?  

 

4. If two reasonable people claim the same fact as evidence for opposing conclusions, does it 
follow that it can’t actually be evidence for either?  
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TSA 2011 S1 
Time Allowed: 90 minutes 

 

微信扫码完成在线考试后，自动判分并呈现完整解析、错题录入错题本。 

Speed as well as accuracy is important in this section. Work quickly, or you may not finish 
the paper. There are no penalties for incorrect responses, only marks for correct answers, 
so you should attempt all 50 questions. Each question is worth one mark. 

Answer on the sheet provided. Questions ask you to show your choice between five options. 
Choose the one option you consider correct and record your choice on the separate answer 
sheet. If you make a mistake, erase thoroughly and try again. 

You must complete the answer sheet within the time limit. 

You can use the question paper for rough working or notes, but no extra paper is allowed. 

Calculators are NOT permitted. 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q1] 

11% of nurses across the country would like to leave the profession. However, this figure rises 
to 39% amongst nurses who are working alternating shift systems, which mix day, evening and 
night shifts. It was found that many nurses preferred one type of shift most of the time, whether 
that involved working early, late or through the night. Employers should urgently review 
staffing arrangements to avoid the compulsory, alternating patterns. This would make nurses' 
working hours more compatible with their social and family lives. A further benefit would be a 
reduction in the cost of training new nurses to replace those leaving. 

What is the best expression of the main conclusion of this argument? 

(A) The health service should adapt shift patterns to suit nurses in order to retain staff. 

(B) Alternating shift systems cause nurses to want leave the health service. 

(C) Many nurses prefer a regular pattern of work. 

(D) Some nurses would like to leave the profession no matter what their shift pattern. 

(E) 61% of nurses prefer alternating shift patterns. 

 

[TSA, 2011S1Q2] 

To play a football pools game, participants must select four matches from the fifty on the 
coupon. Points are scored depending on the result of each match as follows: 

If the home team wins, the participant scores  1.0 point 

If the away team wins, the participant scores  1.5 points 

If the match is a draw, the participant scores  3.0 points 

Which of the following total scores for the four matches is not possible? 

(A) 8.5 points 

(B) 9.0 points 

(C) 9.5 points 

(D) 10.0 points 

(E) 10.5 points 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q3] 

Some recent films have been very expensive to make, but have not been the big box-office hits 
that would have justified the expense. At the same time, there have been films made very 
cheaply which have been received with both huge critical and popular acclaim. Indeed, some 
directors who have made successful low-budget films have gone on to make unsuccessful but 
expensive films. It is obvious then that if directors want to make popular films, they should 
stick to low budgets. 

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the argument above? 

(A) Critics are often wrong in their predictions about the popularity of films. 

(B) The cost of making a film is normally greater than its original budget. 

(C) The cost of a film need not be the factor that determines its popularity. 

(D) The popularity of a film would justify a high level of expense in making it. 

(E) The public does not necessarily know whether a film has been expensive or cheap to make. 

 

[TSA, 2011S1Q4] 

It is clear that the world is getting warmer. The only thing that could slow down this process 
of global warming, and avert ecological disaster, would be an immediate switch to green 
technologies. If global warming continues at the present rate, some species will be unable to 
live in the warmer conditions. They will need to move to cooler places than they now occupy, 
for example closer to the poles, or higher up mountains. Not all of these species will be able to 
reach cooler climates, because of the long distances they would have to travel. Some of those 
that could move would end up in overcrowded habitats, which would make successful breeding 
impossible. 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion from the above passage? 

(A) Most species require cool habitats for successful breeding. 

(B) Many species will be able to adapt to living in warmer climates. 

(C) Endangered species will survive if we switch to green technologies. 

(D) It is not possible to avert the ecological disaster caused by global warming. 

(E) Unless we switch immediately to green technologies, some species will not survive. 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q5] 

Cannabis smoking is widespread, even though it is illegal. It is also more dangerous to health 
than most people realise. If we want to reduce the use of cannabis, it should be legalised. People 
do not turn away from dangerous habits unless they are fully aware of the damage these habits 
can cause. We should have learnt this lesson from the example of tobacco smoking, which has 
declined dramatically because people have seen that it results in deaths from lung cancer. 

Which one of the following is an assumption underlying the above argument? 

(A) People who still smoke tobacco are unaware that it can affect their health. 

(B) Unless cannabis smoking is legalised, its dangers will not be widely known. 

(C) If tobacco smoking had been illegal, it would have been less widespread. 

(D) There has been insufficient research on the damage caused by cannabis smoking. 

(E) Cannabis users are motivated by the fact that they are engaging in an illegal activity. 

 

[TSA, 2011S1Q6] 

To encourage themselves to lose weight, Alma, Brigit, Cara, Danni and Evelyn each put £10 into 
a pot. They weighed themselves when they began and again at the end of each week. The one 
who had lost most weight after 4 weeks won the £50. The following chart shows their progress: 

 
Who won the £50? 

(A) Alma 

(B) Brigit 

(C) Cara 

(D) Danni 

(E) Evelyn 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q7] 

Below is a list of the Angevin and Plantagenet kings of England and the dates of their reigns. 

 
Which of the following bar charts represents a distribution of the lengths of the reigns of these 
kings? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  
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[TSA, 2011S1Q8] 

A man drives off from his house and travels through the village at a constant speed. As he leaves 
the village behind, his speed increases to a new constant value which he maintains until he 
reaches a steep hill which slows him down. At the top of the hill the driver stops for a few 
minutes to admire the view. He realises that he has left his picnic basket at home and so drives 
rapidly back along his route to collect it. 

Which one of the following graphs best represents the driver's distance from home throughout 
his journey? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2011S1Q9] 

If children are sitting in rows in a classroom, the teacher can have eye contact with all of them 
while she is explaining something to them. This is not always possible if they are sitting in 
groups around tables. Also, when they look up, instead of seeing the child opposite in a group 
and being tempted to talk, they see the teacher. So, sitting in rows helps children to concentrate 
better on their work and should therefore be the standard arrangement in every school 
classroom. 

Which one of the following, if true, would most strengthen the above argument? 

(A) Rows of desks take up no more classroom space than tables. 

(B) Some children are easily distracted whether they sit in rows or in groups. 

(C) Sitting in groups of between four and seven makes discussion work easier. 

(D) Traditionalists argue that teaching the whole class in rows is best. 

(E) If desks are arranged in rows, children can all see visual aids more easily. 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q10] 

"There are more police officers than ever before in the history of this country. We have more 
police officers and more community support officers. That is why, last week, crime was down. 
Crime is down 30 per cent." 

Which of the following states the flaw in the argument above? 

(A) Community support officers don't have the same powers as police officers. 

(B) Crime levels can be measured in different ways. 

(C) Crime could have fallen if there had been no increase in policing. 

(D) The fact that crime was down last week does not mean it will stay down. 

(E) Having more police officers may mean more crime is being detected. 

 

[TSA, 2011S1Q11] 

The differences between human beings are sometimes more striking than the similarities. 
There is a minority of people who, driven by a competitive urge to be the first or the best, 
undertake ambitious expeditions involving severe physical deprivations, high risk of fatality, 
and extreme isolation. Compare these people to the majority who prefer an easy, risk free life 
of comfort and we can see that one human being can be as different from another in their 
behaviour as two different species of animal. Any attempt to form general rules about human 
behaviour needs to bear this variation in mind. 

Which one of the following best expresses the conclusion of the passage above? 

(A) Members of the human race can be as different in their behaviour as two separate species 
of animal. 

(B) Humans who take risks in the interests of achieving unusual feats are untypical. 

(C) Variation in human behaviour makes it difficult to generalise. 

(D) Differences between people can be more striking than similarities. 

(E) Human beings are superior to all other animals. 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q12] 

Jars of Bestcaff coffee weighing 200g are normally £2.50 at Kostless and Savemore, but both 
supermarkets have a special offer this week: 

 

By how much per kilogram is Kostless's offer better value for money than Savemore's? 

(A) £1.50 per kg 

(B) £4.00 per kg 

(C) £7.00 per kg 

(D) £8.50 per kg 

(E) £16.00 per kg 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q13] 

The table shows the areas of the countries of the European Union. 

 

What is the minimum number of countries needed to make up at least 50% of the total land 
area? 

(A) 5 

(B) 6 

(C) 7 

(D) 11 

(E) 22 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q14] 

There are seven books on my shelf, which are of various sizes. When I look at them straight on 
I see the following picture: 

 

I now look at them from the left-hand end (in the direction of the arrow). 

Which one of the following diagrams is not a possible view when seen from the left-hand end? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  
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[TSA, 2011S1Q15] 

Similar effects have similar causes. The problem is deciding when one set of effects sufficiently 
resembles another to infer a similar cause. You say that the universe resembles a man-made 
object like a house, so its cause must also be similar, an intelligent designer, resembling human 
beings. But is the universe so like a house? It seems to resemble an animal or vegetable just as 
closely, so why should its origin not lie in reproduction or some vegetative process? The 
universe contains many classes of effects and objects, all with their different causes. There 
seems to be no compelling reason for concluding that the universe as a whole resembles one 
of these classes of effects or objects more closely than another. 

Which one of the following is a conclusion that can reliably be drawn from the above reasoning? 

(A) The universe bears no resemblance to a man-made object like a house. 

(B) The inference that the universe and man-made objects have similar causes is not justified. 

(C) The world resembles a vegetable more closely than a house. 

(D) The universe is not the result of intelligent design. 

(E) The most likely origin of the universe is a reproductive process. 

 

[TSA, 2011S1Q16] 

At first glance, there is no phenomenon creepier than crop circles - huge geometric designs that 
appear in fields overnight seemingly without cause, explanation or reason. UFO enthusiasts are 
quick to supply all three, by attributing the patterns to alien visitors seeking to communicate 
with humans, using laser beams or other advanced technology to flatten the crops. These 
fanciful claims can fortunately be dismissed thanks to two quite mundane observations. Firstly, 
ordinary Earth-born individuals have repeatedly demonstrated how to produce the effects 
with nothing more elaborate than a rope and a plank. Secondly, there is a clear parallel for the 
phenomenon in the form of urban graffiti. Sneaking into fields to make crop circles is simply a 
rural variation of a widespread and well-documented human urge. 

Which one of the following is an implicit, underlying assumption that is made by the above 
argument? 

(A) Where two explanations compete we should accept the more ordinary one. 

(B) There is nothing difficult or technical about producing crop circles. 

(C) Alien visitors would not try to communicate with humans by flattening crops. 

(D) No visits from intelligent aliens have as yet been documented. 

(E) The appearance overnight of huge geometrical designs is creepy if it can not be explained. 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q17] 

When you install a burglar alarm in your home, you do so presumably because the cost of the 
alarm is less than the expected benefits. The cost of a burglary, if one occurs, is likely to be 
much higher than the cost of fitting an alarm. A clearly visible box on an outside wall of an 
alarmed house alerts and discourages potential thieves. Because your house is less likely to be 
burgled, your neighbour's house may be more vulnerable. Therefore, while there may be little 
impact on overall crime levels, expensive security devices reduce crimes against those with the 
devices but increase crimes against those without. 

Which one of the following, if true, would most weaken the above argument? 

(A) For similar houses, a higher percentage of those without intruder alarms are burgled than 
those with alarms. 

(B) As the percentage of houses with intruder alarms increased from 40% to 90%, house 
burglary rates fell by 60% and there was a rise in street muggings of 100%. 

(C) Burglars perceive an alarm as a signal that there are items well worth stealing in a house, 
while no alarm indicates less valuable contents. 

(D) Only 60% of houses with alarms set the alarm every day. 

(E) Burglars know that 25% of all visible alarm boxes are fakes, but cannot tell the fake from 
the genuine. 

 

[TSA, 2011S1Q18] 

Dates may be written in an eight digit form. For instance, 19 January 2005 may be written 19-
01-2005. 

In what year will the next date occur for which all eight digits are different? 

(A) 2013 

(B) 2134 

(C) 2145 

(D) 2345 

(E) 2456 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q19] 

This is the view from above of the large three-dimensional logo situated in the forecourt of the 
head office of Justin Thyme Enterprises: 

 

It was sculpted from a single cube of marble, and has a uniform cross-section from top to 
bottom. 

Which of the following is not a possible side view of the logo? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2011S1Q20] 

The table below, from a newspaper, shows how much money ($) you will need at various points 
in the future to buy items costing $1000 today, depending on the annual rate of inflation. 

 

Raoul has just bought a new car for $10 000. He expects this car to last him 8 years, when he 
will buy another equivalent model. He puts $10 000 into a bank account ready to pay for the 
next car. The price of cars rises with inflation at 8% and his savings only earn interest of 6%. 

How much will he need to add to his savings when he needs to buy his new car? 
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(A) $ 1612 

(B) $ 2570 

(C) $ 5338 

(D) $ 5940 

(E) $ 8510 

 

[TSA, 2011S1Q21] 

It would be a good idea if the police force was separated into two divisions, one for proper 
policing i.e. protecting citizens and upholding law and order, and the other for road traffic. This 
second division could be combined with traffic wardens as basically they are doing a similar 
job: obtaining money from road users. Perhaps then there would be a proper focus put on 
catching criminals and protecting the law-abiding public, and we would have a police force 
doing the job they were actually intended to do. 

Which one of the following best describes the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) It overlooks the fact that many traffic offences are both criminal and a serious danger to 
the public. 

(B) It rests on the false assumption that the police do not protect citizens or catch criminals. 

(C) It ignores the fact that traffic wardens and the police have different duties and different 
powers. 

(D) It wrongly equates protecting citizens with catching criminals. 

(E) It implies that the police once did the job they were supposed to do. 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q22] 

If you practise playing a musical instrument, your playing will get better. I have not practised 
playing the piano, so my playing has not got better. I have an exam in two month’s time. So I 
must practise every day if I want to do well. 

Which of the following most closely parallels the reasoning in the argument? 

(A) If you practise playing the cello your playing will get better. Dawn has not practised much 
but her playing has got better so she must have done enough. She may even pass her Grade 
III exam next month. 

(B) If you work hard at a sport, you will become better. I have not worked hard at my 
trampolining, so I have not become better. There is a competition next month. So I must 
work hard if I want to do well. 

(C) If you work hard at running you will get faster. I have worked hard to get faster, and I have 
started winning races. There is a race next week. If I want to win it I must keep practising. 

(D) People who practise a craft get better at that craft. All master craftsmen and women have 
put long hours of practice into their art. It is impossible to become an expert without 
practising. 

(E) Practise makes perfect. I have practised hard on my violin so I should soon be perfect. I 
have a competition coming up soon which I fully expect to win. 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q23] 

Legislation is needed in order to prevent the abuse of genetic testing by insurance companies. 
New genetic tests may reveal how likely an individual is to suffer from certain debilitating or 
fatal conditions in later life. Without legislation, insurance companies might make such tests 
compulsory and make those at risk pay more for insurance. This would be unfair. We do not 
choose our genes; we are born with them. People should not be penalised for things over which 
they have no control. 

Which one of the following best illustrates the principle underlying the above argument? 

(A) Kylie did not deliberately get her accounts wrong, but she should pay the fine anyway. She 
should have made sure the accounts were right. 

(B) Some people have lost everything in the flood. Their insurance companies are responsible 
for their losses. Therefore the Government should not help out. 

(C) Philip should not receive any help paying his debts, however sorry one may be for him. He 
knew in advance that his business venture was very risky. 

(D) Late payment normally incurs a fine. But Jamuna's payment was held up because postal 
workers were on strike, so she should not be made to pay the fine. 

(E) Three people were not properly informed of possible financial losses when they joined the 
scheme. Their financial advisors should lose their professional licences. 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q24] 

As part of a journey, I must travel from Bowbridge to Downland. I can choose either the 
motorway (known locally as 'the road to hell') or the old road known as Buttercup Way. On the 
motorway I average 60 mph, on the old road I average 40 mph. I can change from one to the 
other at Clatterton where they cross. 

 

The distances by the two roads are as follows: 

 

If I take the fastest route, what will be the time saving over the slowest route? 

(A) 5 min 

(B) 10 min 

(C) 15 min 

(D) 20 min 

(E) 30 min 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q25] 

Various shapes may be made by overlapping two transparent squares, for example the dark 
shaded hexagon shown below: 

 

Which one of the following shapes cannot be made as the overlap of two transparent squares? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  
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[TSA, 2011S1Q26] 

This table shows how household sizes in Great Britain changed between 1961 and 1991. 

 

What was the change in the percentage of households with fewer than 3 people between 1971 
and 1991? 

(A) 7 

(B) 8 

(C) 10 

(D) 11 

(E) 17 

 

[TSA, 2011S1Q27] 

Britain's property market is in the midst of a full-scale slump with house prices falling at their 
fastest rate in 15 years, according to a new study. But why is there an assumption that 
continuing rises in house prices is a good thing? Why not see the fall in house prices as a 
welcome change? House prices as a percentage of income are grossly overpriced. Low interest 
rates and cheap mortgages have led to the property market, particularly in London, being 
overvalued. Surely this will make houses more affordable. First time buyers will be happy 
beneficiaries of a housing slump. Others finding a silver lining in the gloom are those in rural 
communities for whom a house had seemed simply out of reach. 

Which one of the following is the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Low interest rates and cheap mortgages have led to an overvaluing of the property market. 

(B) It is always assumed that continually rising house prices are a good thing. 

(C) Rural communities will no longer find buying a house out of reach. 

(D) Surely a slump in prices will make buying a house more affordable. 

(E) We should view the fall in house prices as a good thing.  
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[TSA, 2011S1Q28] 

The average life expectancy in working class areas of London was significantly higher than in 
similar areas in other major cities in the first half of the nineteenth century. In London during 
this time drinking tea had become a part of daily life amongst the poor. The reason for this was 
a combination of availability and cost. Boats bringing tea to the country docked in London and 
a certain amount was sold off directly to local markets. At this time in the rest of the country 
tea was still regarded as a luxury, consumed only by the better off. 

Which one of the following conclusions is best supported by the passage above? 

(A) The drinking of tea increases life expectancy. 

(B) Everyone ought to include tea in their daily diet. 

(C) There may be properties of tea which are beneficial to health. 

(D) The growing popularity of tea led to a decrease in the consumption of more harmful drinks, 
such as gin. 

(E) For the poor tea was a substitute for food. 

 

[TSA, 2011S1Q29] 

A recent study by a drugs company found that the amount of money spent on a specific pill 
used for the treatment of Alzheimer's disease in the UK showed wide regional variation. 
Alzheimer's is a condition associated with the ageing process. In some areas the expenditure 
was as low as £1 per head of the population over 65 whereas in others it was as high as £10 
per head. These pills are the most effective treatment for this condition that is currently 
available. Therefore, this is another example of 'post-code lottery' where the effectiveness of 
treatment for a health condition will depend upon where you live. 

Which one of the following is an assumption underlying the above argument? 

(A) The pills are very successful in halting the progress of Alzheimer's disease. 

(B) The drugs company that did the research doesn't have a vested interest in selling the pills. 

(C) There are no regional variations in the incidence of Alzheimer's in the 65+ age group. 

D  There are no regional variations in the number of people in the 65+ age group. 

(E) It is not possible to develop Alzheimer's disease below the age of 65. 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q30] 

All the teams in a local football league have now played each other once this season. Below is 
the current league table: 

 

What was the result of the match between United and County? 

(A) United 0 County 0 

(B) United 1 County 0 

(C) United 0 County 1 

(D) United 1 County 1 

(E) United 2 County 1 

 

[TSA, 2011S1Q31] 

In a modified form of a popular game, each of two players at any turn may put either 'O' or 'X' 
as she chooses in any blank square of a 3 by 3 grid. She wins if she thereby completes a line of 
three identical symbols. A player is faced with this situation: 

 
Which one of the following moves ensures that she can win at her next move? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  
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[TSA, 2011S1Q32] 

The following table shows the results of a test on smokers trying to quit. Of 240 people, half 
were given nicotine tablets and half were given a placebo (a substance containing no 
medication). 

 

The researchers assumed that: of the smokers given nicotine tablets, the same proportion 
would have quit without using them as would have quit using the placebo. 

How many of the smokers that were given the nicotine tablets can the researchers conclude 
had quit due to taking the tablets? 

(A) 16 

(B) 32 

(C) 39 

(D) 40 

(E) 45 

 

[TSA, 2011S1Q33] 

In a high speed police chase, police drivers sometimes lose sight of the car they are chasing. 
But that’s no reason to give up. All they have to do is take the first left, and then the first left 
again. Pursued drivers are likely to keep taking turns as they come up, as this seems 
instinctively like the best way to lose someone who is following them. They are not going to 
turn right as this involves waiting and checking for oncoming traffic. Therefore take a couple 
of left turns and the police car will soon have their criminal in sight once again! 

Which of the following, if true, would strengthen this argument? 

(A) Car chases tend to end with the pursued driver losing control of their vehicle. 

(B) Drivers in TV car chases tend to turn left rather than right when pursued. 

(C) Police drivers are usually able to sustain faster average speeds over a length of time than 
other drivers. 

(D) Police drivers usually request overhead assistance from a helicopter when chasing 
criminals in cars. 

(E) Two left turns might take the criminal where they want to be going. 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q34] 

The museum has decided to spend money in the hope of staying profitable and, therefore, 
remaining open. It has opened an expensive new front hall, which is very big and well planned, 
and will undoubtedly impress new visitors. For serious students, however, it has nothing to 
offer that was not there before. All the scholars who want to do so already use the museum, 
they will continue to come however artistic the displays may or may not be. So, it was a waste 
to spend so much money on appearances, the money should have been spent on improving 
conditions for those who come to study. 

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) The museum cannot be sure that new visitors will be attracted by its new front hall. 

(B) There is no evidence that visitors to museums are interested in the conditions in which 
the contents are displayed. 

(C) If scholars will continue to come anyway, the museum will not make more money by 
improving their conditions. 

(D) There is no contact or sympathy between serious scholars and members of the general 
public in museums. 

(E) It is regular users, and not potential new visitors, to the museum who deserve to be 
rewarded. 

 

[TSA, 2011S1Q35] 

England is set to become the most crowded country in Europe as its population grows by a 
third over the next 50 years, according to official projections. There are currently some 50 
million people in England, but in 50 years this could hit 68 million - 1,349 for every square mile. 
Opposition political parties, who have obtained the data from the Office for National Statistics, 
demanded restrictions on migration levels. The opposition spokeswoman for immigration said 
"This demonstrates the real pressure public services are being put under as a result of the 
failed immigration policy of the present government, which the electorate are increasingly 
recognising." Continued unrestricted population growth will lead to extremist political parties 
benefiting at the ballot box.  

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Extremist parties will gain political capital from the growth in population. 

(B) England is set to become the most crowded country in Europe over the next 50 years. 

(C) Public services will come under increasing pressure as a result of immigration policy. 

(D) The electorate are dissatisfied with the government's immigration policy. 

(E) Opposition parties believe immigration is the sole reason for the projected rise in 
population in England. 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q36] 

When my father ran a pizza shop he sold pizzas for a fixed amount plus an amount proportional 
to the ingredients used. A regular pizza uses twice the ingredients of a mini one and a large 
pizza twice those of a regular one. 

Which one of the following price scales could he have used for mini, regular and large pizzas? 

A £0.49, £1.00, £1.96 

B £1.00, £2.00, £3.00 

C £1.10, £2.20, £3.30 

D £1.70, £2.00, £2.40 

E £2.00, £3.00, £5.00 

 

[TSA, 2011S1Q37] 

I often order items from a mail order catalogue. The charges for postage and packing (to be 
added to the order value) are as follows: 

Order value: less than £25.00 - £4.50 

 £25.00 to £49.99 - £8.50 

 £50.00 to £74.99 - £12.00 

 £75.00 to £99.99 - £15.00 

 £100.00 and over - £17.50 

Just before sending off my latest order, I noticed that the current catalogue offers half price 
postage and packing for orders of 8 or more items. My order was for 7 items, with an order 
value of £74.60. I could not find anything else I wanted, so I just added the cheapest item in the 
catalogue (priced at £1.25) to my order. 

By how much did adding the extra item to my order reduce the total cost? 

(A) £3.25 

(B) £4.50 

(C) £4.75 

(D) £5.75 

(E) £6.25 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q38] 

John wishes to have 500 copies of a brochure printed and is offered a choice of two price 
structures: 

1. An equal cost for each brochure printed, regardless of number. 

2. An initial fixed cost followed by a lower cost than structure 1 for each brochure. 

Which one of the following sets of information would be sufficient for him to be able to decide 
which of the two price structures would be least expensive? 

(A) The number of brochures for which the total bill would be the same by both structure 1 
and structure 2. 

(B) An example showing the cost of 500 brochures for structure 1 and 200 brochures using 
structure 2. 

(C) The cost per brochure using structure 1 and the initial cost using structure 2. 

(D) An example showing the cost of 200 brochures using structure 1 and 200 brochures using 
structure 2. 

(E) The cost of 1 brochure using structure 1 and 2 brochures using structure 2. 

 

[TSA, 2011S1Q39] 

Many people who live near to mobile phone masts are worried that radiation from these masts 
will damage their health. Mobile phones themselves have also been suspected of emitting 
dangerous levels of radiation, and a report recommended that children should be discouraged 
from making non-essential calls. Emission of radiation from the masts is much lower than that 
from a mobile phone. A few seconds making a phone call is comparable to 24 hours of exposure 
from a mast. Radiation from both these sources is below the international guidelines as to what 
is a dangerous level, but no one can yet be certain if these guidelines accurately reflect the level 
of risk. 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion from the above passage? 

(A) People who use mobile phones are putting their health at risk. 

(B) The international guidelines underestimate the risk to health from low levels of radiation. 

(C) The health risk from living near a phone mast is lower than that from using a mobile phone. 

(D) People who live near mobile phone masts overestimate the risks to their health from these 
masts. 

(E) If extensive use of mobile phones is not harmful to health, radiation from a mast is unlikely 
to be a risk. 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q40] 

University education is not a matter of forcing through the largest number of graduates at the 
lowest possible short-term cost. This would not serve the needs of the current generation of 
students and, even from a narrow economic viewpoint, it would not promote economic 
prosperity in the long term. It is often a poor economic practice to skimp on the production 
costs of a product, even when you are only interested in the eventual monetary profit to be 
made from it. But in any event university education has wider purposes than merely the 
promotion of economic prosperity. 

Which of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) The principal purpose of university education is to serve the needs of the present 
generation of students. 

(B) The principal purpose of university education is to promote the long term economic 
prosperity of the community. 

(C) The more money the manufacturer spends on the production of a product, the greater the 
eventual profit is likely to be. 

(D) Policies of cost-cutting are likely to reduce the extent to which the university education 
will achieve its overall purpose. 

(E) Universities should be managed so as to make a monetary profit, but they should also 
promote certain non-financial values. 

 

[TSA, 2011S1Q41] 

The preservation of First Class sections on trains is indefensible. This is not because it is 
socially divisive, which it is; nor because it is very expensive, which it also is; but because it 
inevitably leads to a relatively poorer service in Standard Class sections of trains. Clearly, in 
order to attract First Class passengers it is necessary to maintain certain levels of discomfort 
in those compartments which cater to the great majority of travellers. There is, for example, a 
powerful disincentive to make more space generally available on trains, as one of the main 
inducements to travel First Class is to escape overcrowding and be assured of a seat. Yet, 
additional space would add significantly to the safety and comfort of most passengers. 

Which one of the following, if true, would most weaken the above argument? 

(A) More people are now using First Class sections on trains than ever before. 

(B) The whole rail service benefits from the increased revenue generated by the high cost of 
First Class tickets. 

(C) On many trains the First Class section occupies only a small proportion of the total 
accommodation. 

(D) No one is excluded from travelling in the First Class sections of trains, provided they are 
prepared to pay the higher fare. 

(E) Some people who travel in First Class sections of trains would not use the trains if there 
were no First Class sections. 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q42] 

The piece of card shown below is folded to make a box with a triangular cross-section. 

 

Which one of the views below can not be of this box? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2011S1Q43] 

At Marland College, all 120 pupils in year 11 take two languages at GCSE. The table below 
shows the numbers of pupils taking each language combination. 

 

What percentage of those taking Spanish are also taking French? (Give your answer to the 
nearest 1% if necessary). 

(A) 12% 

(B) 23% 

(C) 35% 

(D) 39% 

(E) 54% 

  



2015 
ueie.com 

28 

 ｜TSA 历年真题集 (2008-2021) 

TSA Past Paper 2011 28 

[TSA, 2011S1Q44] 

The diagram below shows Morden Hall and the network of paths within the grounds. 

 

When the owner takes his dog for a walk he always starts and finishes at the intersection 
outside the front door and (keeping to the paths) walks one complete triangular route. 

How many different routes does he have to choose from? (Clockwise and anticlockwise around 
the same triangle counts as one route only.) 

(A) 5 

(B) 7 

(C) 10 

(D) 11 

(E) 12 

 

[TSA, 2011S1Q45] 

Although study leave in the run up to exams is traditional, and benefits well-motivated, 
organised students, recent thinking suggests that it is not the best way to improve results. Some 
students are required to do housework or help in the family business rather than studying. 
Many others spend time playing computer games, watching daytime TV or hanging around 
with friends instead of revising. Schools which provide in-school study areas with teacher 
supervision and a programme of booster revision sessions are getting more A*s and fewer Ds. 
It is time to ditch study leave. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the argument? 

(A) Many students do not make good use of their study leave. 

(B) Students who work hard find study leave useful. 

(C) Study leave is not the best way for students to gain high results. 

(D) Study leave ought to be abandoned. 

(E) Traditional methods of education need to be updated to improve results. 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q46] 

Land reform is urgently needed in the UK. It is well documented that around two-thirds of 
Britain is owned by just 0.3% of the population. Many of the largest estates have been in the 
hands of the same families for centuries, and were acquired under outdated feudal laws, often 
by means of aggression. If these families had any sense of social justice in the 21st century they 
would by now have voluntarily surrendered all but the acreage they needed for personal 
privacy. __________________________________ the state should confiscate all excesasive land holdings 
without compensation and redistribute them into the families of workers and taxpayers at 
affordable prices. 

Which of the following phrases, inserted in the blank space, most logically completes the above 
argument? 

(A) In the current economic climate, ... 

(B) On the other hand, ... 

(C) This being the case, ... 

(D) Therefore, on legal grounds, ... 

(E) Since they have not, ... 

 

[TSA, 2011S1Q47] 

All trees have leaves. An oak is a tree. Therefore oaks have leaves. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the argument? 

(A) All leaves grow on trees. That plant has leaves. Therefore that plant is a tree. 

(B) All oaks have leaves. That tree has leaves. Therefore that tree is an oak. 

(C) All plants have leaves. That leaf is an oak leaf. Therefore all plants are oaks. 

(D) All trees have leaves. That plant has leaves. Therefore that plant is a tree. 

(E) All trees have leaves. That plant is not a tree. Therefore that plant does not have leaves. 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q48] 

Megan pays a subscription to Probe Information Services. This is an internet service which 
allows her to access up-to-date information relevant to her job. The leaflet which came with 
her application form is reproduced below. 

 

Megan's call charges are at local rates of 10c for up to 2 minutes and 5c per additional minute 
or part of a minute. In the first month, Megan seeks detailed information on 5 companies and 
uses the other services a total of 42 times. 

How much will Probe bill her? 

(A) $ 5.00 

(B) $ 6.70 

(C) $ 7.50 

(D) $ 9.95 

(E) $ 11.65 
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[TSA, 2011S1Q49] 

A group of Construction students must choose their specialist options from the following list: 

Bricklaying, Damp-proofing, Drainage, Flooring, Joinery, Plastering, Roofing 

Each student must choose three options. The available options may be combined with each 
other in any way, with the exception of the restrictions that Damp-proofing and Drainage 
together may not be combined with Bricklaying or Plastering because of timetable constraints, 
and that students choosing Joinery must also choose Flooring. 

How many possible combinations including Drainage could the students choose from? 

(A) 7 

(B) 8 

(C) 9 

(D) 10 

(E) 11 

 

[TSA, 2011S1Q50] 

I am a member of a book club. Every month I must choose at least one book. All books are sold 
at a discount of £2.00 on shop prices. I pay a fixed charge for postage regardless of which books 
I order. 

Which one of the following graphs could show the relationship between the number of books 
ordered in a month and the total saving on shop prices (allowing for postage charge)? 

   

A B C 

 
D 

 
E 
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TSA 2011 S2 
Time Allowed: 30 minutes 

 

微信扫码在线完成考试，考试结束后由教师人工阅卷判分。 

This question paper contains a choice of four tasks, of which you must answer only one. 
There is space on the question paper for preliminary notes. Your answer must be written 
on the answer sheet provided. No additional answer sheets may be used. Candidates 
with permission to use a word processor must not exceed 1200 words. 

The questions each provide an opportunity for you to show how well you can select, 
develop and organise ideas and communicate them effectively in writing. 

It is important that your answer is relevant to the question and addresses it directly. 
This is not a test of knowledge, nor is it assumed that the questions have right or wrong 
answers. If the question requires you to make judgements and express your opinions, try 
to provide coherent arguments to support your views and consider the merits of possible 
counter arguments. 

Before you begin writing, take time to think carefully about what you need to say and 
the ways in which the organisation of your response might help convey your message. 

Note that your response must be contained in the space provided on a single two-page 
answer sheet. The disciplines involved in this are considered key features of the task. 

Take care to show how well you can write and be concise, clear and accurate. You must 
complete your answer sheet within the time limit. 

Dictionaries and calculators are NOT permitted. 

  

 

TSA 2011 S2 

Online Exam 

https://appau7lmfib7689.h5.xiaoeknow.com/evaluation_wechat/examination/introduce/ex_60f0f0701f070_MF0a4FLF
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[TSA, 2011S2] 

YOU MUST ANSWER ONLY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

1 Is the general understanding of science damaged by the way it is presented in the media? 

 

2 Do patent laws encourage or hinder development? 

 

3 Do coalitions necessarily adopt policies which unite party leaders but alienate party 
followers? 

 

4 Should we have a right to choose when and how we die? 

 





 

  TSA Past Paper 2012 1 

TSA 2012 S1 
Time Allowed: 90 minutes 

 

微信扫码完成在线考试后，自动判分并呈现完整解析、错题录入错题本。 

Speed as well as accuracy is important in this section. Work quickly, or you may not finish 
the paper. There are no penalties for incorrect responses, only marks for correct answers, 
so you should attempt all 50 questions. Each question is worth one mark. 

Answer on the sheet provided. Questions ask you to show your choice between five options. 
Choose the one option you consider correct and record your choice on the separate answer 
sheet. If you make a mistake, erase thoroughly and try again. 

You must complete the answer sheet within the time limit. 

You can use the question paper for rough working or notes, but no extra paper is allowed. 

Calculators are NOT permitted. 
  

 

TSA 2012 S1 

Online Exam 

https://appau7lmfib7689.h5.xiaoeknow.com/evaluation_wechat/examination/introduce/ex_60dbda0e0f2b1_bZ6swLT6
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[TSA, 2012S1Q1] 

If people go to a foreign country, they should try to learn at least some of the language of that 
country because, whilst it is difficult to pick up a good command of a foreign language in a short 
time, learning just a little of a foreign language helps you to find out more about the country 
itself, its people's customs and mannerisms. As well as this, it means that you can function more 
easily by being able to ask for directions or just by being able to order what you want at a 
restaurant, which is much less embarrassing than pointing and arm-waving. 

Which one of the following is an expression of the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) It is easier to function in a country if you have learnt the language of that country. 

(B) You will find out more about a country if you learn the language of that country. 

(C) It is difficult to learn a foreign language in a short time. 

(D) When people visit a foreign country they should try to learn some of the language. 

(E) Speaking a foreign language is easier than having to use sign language. 

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q2] 

Stewart and Michael have arranged to meet. Michael is about to set off on his bicycle, and at the 
same time Stewart is going to run to meet him. 

Michael can cycle at a steady 20 kilometres per hour and Stewart can run at a steady 12 
kilometres per hour. They live 8 kilometres from each other. 

How long will it be before they meet? 

(A) 15 minutes 

(B) 16 minutes 

(C) 20 minutes 

(D) 30 minutes 

(E) 32 minutes 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q3] 

When the government issued its guidelines to the public to improve health by eating five 
portions of fruit and vegetables per day, it underestimated the possible negative consequences 
for farmers and the landscape. The reduction in the demand for meat and dairy products would 
impact on farmers' livelihoods from raising cattle, and without cattle grazing, the countryside 
would become overgrown with weeds and gorse. The government should stop telling people 
what to eat! 

Which of the following expresses the flaw in the argument? 

(A) Farmers profits and the landscape are not necessarily less important than public health. 

(B) Eating five portions of fruit and vegetables per day is not necessarily beneficial to health. 

(C) The consumption of meat and dairy products is not necessarily bad for one's health. 

(D) Livestock and dairy farmers could not necessarily switch to production of fruit and 
vegetables. 

(E) The increased consumption of fruit and vegetables will not necessarily result in the 
decreased consumption of meat and dairy products. 

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q4] 

One in ten adults in the UK has had a body piercing somewhere other than the ear lobe. 28% 
of these experienced complications and 1% were admitted to hospital, according to a survey of 
10,000 adults. Body piercing is three times more common in women than men. Navel piercings 
are most common amongst women, whereas men are more likely to have a nipple piercing. 
Swelling, infection and bleeding are common side effects and tongue piercings are the most 
risky. Serious complications resulting in hospital admission mostly occur with piercings 
performed by non specialists rather than those carried out in a tattoo parlour or specialist 
piercing shop. In other countries, people have been infected with hepatitis B and C and HIV. 

Which one of the following can reliably be concluded from the information above? 

(A) Good piercers give their clients advice about how to care for a piercing and minimise the 
risk of infection. 

(B) No one should ever get a body piercing because the risk outweighs the benefit. 

(C) Nothing can reliably be concluded because the survey sample was too small to be 
representative. 

(D) People who want a body piercing would be well advised to go to a reputable piercer. 

(E) The Government should regulate body piercers more strictly to reduce complications. 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q5] 

In the UK 45% of the workforce is female, but the percentage of women in senior positions, 
both in the professions and in business, is considerably lower. This is unfair to women, and 
also bad for the economy, in that those who are promoted to senior positions may not be the 
most able. Women may be discouraged from seeking promotion because employers require 
senior employees to work long and inflexible hours. Women may also be perceived as being 
unwilling to subordinate the demands of family to the demands of the job. So employers must 
be urged to offer flexibility in working hours, and to seek to move away from the UK's culture 
of long working hours. 

Which one of the following is an assumption underlying the above argument? 

(A) Most women are not interested in seeking promotion to senior positions. 

(B) Men would not object to the promotion of a higher percentage of women. 

(C) Women would be better leaders than men if they were promoted to senior positions. 

(D) Women are no less likely than men to have the abilities required for working in senior 
positions. 

(E) Working hours would be more flexible if employers promoted more women to senior 
positions. 

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q6] 

Over the course of a year, Mr and Mrs Jones and their two sons spend an average of £120 a 
week at the local supermarket. 70% of this spending is the weekly family food bill, 20% goes 
on household goods and the final 10% on store-cupboard ingredients. When their daughter 
returns from her gap year to live at home, the weekly food bill increases by 20% and their 
spending on household goods goes up 5%, whilst they continue to spend the same on store-
cupboard ingredients. 

How much is their new average weekly supermarket spend when their daughter returns home? 

(A) £136.80 

(B) £138.00 

(C) £144.00 

(D) £145.00 

(E) £150.00 

  



2012 
ueie.com 

 5 

 ｜TSA Past Paper Collection (2008-2021) 

  TSA Past Paper 2012 5 

[TSA, 2012S1Q7] 

Kingsbury School Examination Schedule for the first week of June. 

 

All exams take place in the school hall. All morning exams start at 9 am, all afternoon exams 
start at 2 pm. Each session (morning or afternoon) must have at least one male and one female 
invigilator. Each examination must be invigilated by one teacher of that subject. Each person 
can only invigilate once a day. 

Of the male teachers, Ian teachers Economics and German, Mike teaches French and German, 
and Keith teachers French and Spanish. Of the female teachers, Marjorie teaches Maths and 
English, Susan teaches Spanish and Latin, and Jenny teaches English and History. 

Who will invigilate on Wednesday afternoon? 

(A) Ian and Marjorie 

(B) Jenny and Mike 

(C) Keith and Jenny 

(D) Marjorie and Keith 

(E) Mike and Susan 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q8] 

Below are pictures of three cylinders. 

 
If a cylinder is cut into two equal halves with one straight cut, which one of the following could 
not be a view of one of the halves from any direction? 

 
  

A B C 

 

 

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q9] 

In some countries hunting clubs can arrange for members to hunt and kill just about anything 
that moves around on land. Despite the high costs of these hunts the clubs have grown in 
popularity as rich businessmen look for new ways to entertain their clients. Rare and 
endangered species of bears are often the target of the hunts and so there is a risk that these 
species will become extinct. The growth of these hunting clubs should be opposed. 

Which one of the following, if true, would most weaken the above argument? 

(A) Other popular activities such as motor sports also do considerable damage to the 
environment, but are not opposed. 

(B) The high costs of the hunts mean that only a small number of people are taking part in this 
activity. 

(C) The population of endangered bears has not changed significantly since the hunting clubs 
were formed. 

(D) There are plenty of alternative ways for the rich businessmen to entertain their clients. 

(E) Many hunters kill animals other than their target during the course of a hunt. 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q10] 

The battery life of laptop computers means that they cannot be used for the duration of a long 
haul flight without needing to be recharged from an onboard power point. Not all aeroplanes 
have this facility. Therefore, laptop computers should not be allowed as carry on items for long 
haul flights on planes that do not have onboard power points, regardless of whether they are 
intended for personal or business use, as they will be of limited use to their owners and take 
up a disproportionate amount of space in the cabin. 

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) Some companies expect their employees to work on long haul flights. 

(B) There is no chance of a laptop becoming damaged if it is stored in a suitcase in the hold. 

(C) A laptop may run out of battery on a short haul flight, too. 

(D) The passenger cannot choose whether or not they book a flight with an onboard power 
point. 

(E) Passengers could make some use of their laptop even if the battery does run out. 

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q11] 

How long will it be before we realise that force feeding our children with junk TV is just as bad 
as allowing them to eat nothing but junk food? Children are impressionable, we know that, so 
why do parents allow them to gain their insights into life through a TV screen? I've heard so 
many 'concerned' mothers and fathers complaining about playground violence, petty crime 
and early sexual awareness in their children, yet they allow them to watch all sorts of rubbish 
on TV. Rather than blame outside influences over which they have no control, they should 
recognise they have answers closer to home - they're called common sense and a remote 
control. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Some parents should do more to regulate what their children watch on TV. 

(B) Some parents are not concerned by what their children watch on TV. 

(C) Some parents are not genuinely concerned about the way their children behave. 

(D) Some parents do not have any influence over the way their children behave. 

(E) Some parents do not believe that what their children watch on TV is causing them to 
behave badly. 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q12] 

A merchant bank recently advertised for new graduates to fill positions as trainee analysts; 
230 people applied. Of these, 127 had maths as a component of their degree and 89 had 
economics as a component of their degree. Only 45 had neither maths nor economics as a 
component of their degree. 

How many must have had both maths and economics as a component of their degree? 

(A) 14 

(B) 31 

(C) 59 

(D) 83 

(E) 171 

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q13] 

A boxed up board game consists of the following components: 

• 1 playing board 

• 50 question cards 

• 6 playing pieces 

• 40 money tokens 

• 12 bonus tokens 

• 2 dice 

The producers of the board game have all the component parts manufactured separately and 
sent to their warehouse, where they box them up and send them to retailers in cartons of 8 
complete games. In their warehouse they have: 98 playing boards; 5,000 question cards; 1,000 
playing pieces; 5,000 money tokens; 1,000 bonus tokens and 300 dice. 

What is the maximum number of cartons of eight games they can dispatch from their 
warehouse? 

(A) 10 

(B) 11 

(C) 12 

(D) 20 

(E) 83 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q14] 

In a game, circular counters are moved around a board which is a 4 × 4 grid. There are symbols 
on some of the squares on the board. At one point in the game, the board looks like this (all the 
circles represent counters which completely cover any symbol on the square that they occupy): 

 

Which one of the following diagrams could show the layout of the board (not necessarily 
viewed in the same direction as above)? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  
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[TSA, 2012S1Q15] 

When serious accidents such as train and plane crashes occur there are demands to identify 
and punish those responsible. Companies found guilty of corporate killing ("corporate killing" 
means the company as a whole is held responsible for deaths) in these accidents could be given 
huge financial penalties. But the point of punishment should be to ensure that safety systems 
are excellent and safety procedures are carefully followed. Financial penalties for the company 
do not have a great impact on individuals within the company, hence they do not make them 
feel a sharp sense of personal responsibility for safety. If the law allowed for jail sentences for 
the directors of these companies, this would provide the incentive to ensure the best safety 
systems and procedures. 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion from the above passage? 

(A) Financial penalties should be imposed on companies found guilty of corporate killing. 

(B) Train drivers and airline pilots should not be held responsible for serious accidents. 

(C) The law should allow for jail sentences for directors of companies which are found guilty 
of corporate killing. 

(D) The point of punishing directors of companies is to achieve justice for victims of serious 
train and plane crashes. 

(E) Safety systems and procedures are not the direct responsibility of directors of transport 
companies. 

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q16] 

'People who see America as The Great Satan' often forget how, whatever the nation's faults, it 
is truly heaving with free debate. After his re-election in 2004 the public and media began 
turning against George W Bush with a ferocity which matched only their bewildering support 
for him previously. Every day newspapers revealed polls that were more damaging for the 
president. The bookshops were packed with anti-administration best-sellers. At number one 
was Fiasco by Thomas E Ricks about, obviously, the war in lraq. Nor are the shops just small, 
political outlets, you could find: 100 Ways America ls Screwing Up The World; Losing Our 
Democracy; How GWB Misleads America, and dozens of similar titles, even in major chain 
stores. 

The above argument rests on the implicit assumption that: 

(A) if free debate is permitted, anti-administration feelings are bound to be expressed. 

(B) if popular opinion and the media turn against the administration, considerable free debate 
must be taking place. 

(C) polls are an accurate indicator of popular opinion. 

(D) by rights George W Bush should not have been re-elected in 2004. 

(E) the Bush administration, for all its faults, has encouraged free debate by the public and the 
media. 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q17] 

ln European countries the incidence of cancer is higher than in non-European developing 
countries. This difference in cancer rates cannot be due to a greater genetic susceptibility to 
cancer amongst Europeans, because statistics show that Europeans who migrate to developing 
countries decrease their chances of getting cancer and that those from developing countries 
who migrate to Europe increase their chances of getting cancer. Since there are major 
differences in diet between Europe and developing countries, it is reasonable to conclude that 
the higher cancer rates in Europe are due to certain cancer-causing foods. 

Which one of the following, if true, would most weaken the above argument? 

(A) Diet is not a major cause of cancer in developing countries. 

(B) Southern European countries have far lower cancer rates than countries in Northern 
Europe. 

(C) Stress is a contributory cause of cancer and Europeans experience higher than average 
stress in their daily lives. 

(D) Diet is a contributory cause of many other health problems besides cancer. 

(E) People who migrate from developing countries to Europe are relatively young and healthy. 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q18] 

This diagram shows the positions of three ornithologists on a map. The squares on the map are 
1000 m along each side. 

 

The ornithologists are trying to find an injured falcon which is carrying a radio transmitter. 
Each ornithologist has a radio tracking device. The direction-finding part of the trackers is not 
working but the signal strength gives an indication of the distance to the bird. 

The ornithologists have the following information about the distance from themselves to the 
bird. 

Gordon is at position 22,06; signal strength indicates more than 500 m and less than 2000 m. 
Helen is at position 23,06; signal strength indicates more than 100 m and less than 2000 m. 
Ingrid is at position 23,08; signal strength indicates more than 1100 m and less than 1800 m. 

At which one of the following grid points could be the bird be located? 

(A) 22,07 

(B) 21,06 

(C) 22,05 

(D) 24,07 

(E) 23,07 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q19] 

The table below shows the cumulative percentage distribution of salt consumption in England 
in 2004. 

 

Assuming equal numbers of men and women in the population, what percentage of all people 
consumed above the recommended level of 6 g per day? (Give your answer to the nearest 1%) 

(A) 20% 

(B) 59% 

(C) 70% 

(D) 80% 

(E) 89% 

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q20] 

A software manufacturer wants to fit some computer programs on to four 2GB discs. He 
reorders the programs in order of decreasing size and places the next programs to be saved in 
the first available disc that can take that program. 

Which one of the following uses the same method as that above? 

(A) A plumber is using lengths of pipe 12 feet long and wishes to cut some lengths. He looks at 
the combination of lengths to add up to 12 feet and cuts these lengths first. For the 
remainder he cuts the next length from the first available pipe that is long enough. 

(B) A plumber is using lengths of pipe 12 feet long and wishes to cut some lengths. He reorders 
the lengths in descending order and cuts the next length from the first available pipe that 
is long enough. 

(C) A plumber is using lengths of pipe 12 feet long and wishes to cut some lengths. He takes 
the lengths in the order listed and cuts the next length from the first available pipe that is 
long enough. 

(D) A plumber is using lengths of pipe 12 feet long and wishes to cut some lengths. He 
alternately cuts the longest and shortest pieces still needed from the first available pipe 
which is long enough. 

(E) A plumber is using lengths of pipe 12 feet long and wishes to cut some lengths. He reorders 
the lengths in ascending order and cuts the next length from the first available pipe that is 
long enough. 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q21] 

The problem of insect pests on crops is a difficult one and is often solved by spraying crops 
with pesticides. However, there are many other insects which survive by feeding on the pests 
that we are trying to kill. The pesticides also kill these insects. lt would be better to stop wasting 
money on pesticides and let other insects control the problem of pests for us. 

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the argument above? 

(A) It ignores the fact that pesticides may be more effective at controlling the problem than 
these other insects. 

(B) It fails to consider the other problems that are associated with pesticides. 

(C) lt fails to establish that there is a positive benefit offered by allowing the insects to control 
the problem rather than using pesticides. 

(D) lt does not establish that there are any problems for the crops presented by these other 
insects. 

(E) It offers no explanation to justify the statement that pests on crops present a problem. 

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q22] 

There was a time when the economic situation demanded that the Government either had to 
support the currency directly in the foreign exchange markets, or else it had to raise interest 
rates. However, it could not raise interest rates because that would have been political suicide. 
The Government therefore had to support the pound, costly though it turned out to be. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the kind of reasoning used in the passage 
above? 

(A) lf he had followed the doctor's advice and stayed at home he would have recovered 
completely by now. However, he couldn't take the time off, so he is still unwell. 

(B) You either have an allergy or you have picked up a virus. lf it is a virus there is no treatment 
that will help, so you may as well treat it as an allergy. 

(C) She needed a painkiller and we had either paracetemol or aspirin. But, given that she was 
allergic to aspirin, she had to take the paracetomol. 

(D) This treatment is available on a doctor's prescription or over the counter at a pharmacy. 
However, it is cheaper on prescription, so l need to see my GP. 

(E) There are two doctors at the clinic, a male and a female. The female is always pleasant but 
the man can be disagreeable, so l hope l see the woman. 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q23] 

There is a trend in climate discussions to devalue individual solutions such as wind energy, 
alternative fuels or investment in public transport, because each one by itself is not going to 
solve the climate crisis. There is not, however, and will never be, any single solution to climate 
change. When there is no single solution to a problem, attempts to improve the situation should 
not be dismissed on the grounds that they do not work fully. We should get past the bickering 
and move towards promoting any single initiative which will have any positive effect on 
climate change, however small. 

Which one of the following best illustrates the principle underlying the argument? 

(A) Schools should revert to traditional methods of teaching reading as new initiatives have 
failed to raise standards. 

(B) Scientists, not governments, should be responsible for finding solutions to environmental 
problems. 

(C) World peace can only be guaranteed by world government 

(D) Tackling the tide of obesity demands a national campaign to increase the amount of 
exercise people take even though this may damage their joints. 

(E) Curfews should not be rejected on the grounds that on their own they will not solve the 
problem of anti-social behaviour. 

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q24] 

Alan bought a silver jug at an auction for £80. A year later, the price of antique silver had risen 
and he decided to sell it at auction, for which he received £100. He immediately regretted his 
decision and approached the buyer, who sold it back to him but he had to pay £110. Another 
year later, he needed some money so sold the jug to a dealer for £120. 

How much profit did he make on the jug overall? 

(A) £10 

(B) £20 

(C) £30 

(D) £40 

(E) £50 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q25] 

An airplane flight crew starts its day in Rome and does two round trips to London in the day. 
On each arrival at an airport they take the next scheduled flight back. The timetable is shown 
below (all times are local): 

 
How long is it from take-off on their first flight to landing on their last flight of the day? 

(A) 4h 40 min 

(B) 7h 40min 

(C) 8h 10min 

(D) 10h 40min 

(E) 13h 40min 

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q26] 

A sheet of paper has two holes cut from it. When it is folded in half the hole shown in the 
diagram below is seen. 

 

Which one of the following could not be the unfolded sheet of paper? (The dotted line indicates 
where it was folded.) 

   
A B C 

  

 

D E  
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[TSA, 2012S1Q27] 

lt is time to bury the independence issue. Our Scottish Government's prime role is to spend its 
£30 billion wisely, delivering effective and efficient provisions for education, health, social 
services and a sympathetic business environment - all in a sustainable physical environment 
and inside a legal framework that facilitates their development. lts job is also to seek harmony, 
joint policy, compromise and understanding with the UK Government in Westminster, which 
is certainly not what is happening at the moment. Calls for independence are seriously 
compromising these objectives. We need a referendum on the issue now before serious 
damage is done, and so that the Scottish administration can concentrate their talents on the job 
they are in place to do. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) In a referendum the Scottish people would vote for independence. 

(B) It is time to have a referendum about independence for Scotland. 

(C) £30 billion is enough money to enable Scotland to be governed wisely. 

(D) The Scottish administration should focus their talents on the job they are in place to do. 

(E) Independence would be an advantage for Scotland. 

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q28] 

Everyone is exposed to low background levels of asbestos and other mineral fibres in the 
environment, without any evident risk to health. There is absolutely no reason to be concerned 
about it. Exposure to asbestos fibres in homes and other buildings where asbestos is present 
and in good condition is not normally significantly different from the background exposure. 

Which one of the following is a conclusion which can be drawn from the above passage? 

(A) Asbestos is harmless whether you encounter it in the home or in the environment. 

(B) There is a serious risk to health if asbestos found in the home is in bad condition. 

(C) The dangers of using asbestos as a building material have been greatly exaggerated. 

(D) There is normally no reason to be concerned about asbestos in the home, if it is in good 
condition. 

(E) Removing asbestos from a building where it has been used is much more of a health hazard 
than leaving it in place. 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q29] 

Many drivers deliberately break traffic laws, both because they are convinced that there is little 
chance of getting caught and because, even if they are caught, the penalties do not act as a 
sufficient deterrent. For example, people who would never think of stealing money even when 
they needed it, think nothing of routinely exceeding a 30 mph limit even in a street where 
children are playing. lt is clear, then, that a substantial reduction in road accidents can be 
achieved only by catching more motorists who break the law and by increasing the penalties 
for such law-breakers. 

Which one of the following is an assumption of the above argument? 

(A) The number of road accidents is increasing because motorists are ignoring the traffic laws. 

(B) Drivers who have been convicted of a traffic offence think nothing of continuing to break 
the law. 

(C) People who break the traffic laws are a significant cause of road accidents. 

(D) lf the penalties for stealing were less severe, people would think nothing of stealing money 
when they needed it. 

(E) lf the penalties for traffic offences were increased, drivers would not break the law so 
frequently. 

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q30] 

Today I am going to treat my lawn with Greatgrass liquid lawn food. The instructions on the 
bottle tell me to dilute 1 part Greatgrass with 15 parts water, then apply evenly. Three hours 
later the treatment should be repeated, but with a mixture of 1 part Greatgrass and 24 parts 
water. I have worked out that I need to make up a total of 12 litres of diluted liquid for each 
application. 

How much Greatgrass will I use altogether today? 

(A) 960 ml 

(B) 1230 ml 

(C) 1300 ml 

(D) 1500 ml 

(E) 2460 ml 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q31] 

The mock examination and actual GCSE results for English in one year at Morgan College are 
shown below: 

 

What percentage of pupils had their GCSE results correctly predicted by their mock 
examination results? 

(A) 25.0% 

(B) 50.0% 

(C) 57.5% 

(D) 60.0% 

(E) 75.0% 

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q32] 

The trapezium below may be cut into four identical pieces. 

 
Which of the following pieces can be used four times (flips and rotations are allowed) to make 
up the trapezium? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  
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[TSA, 2012S1Q33] 

Researchers studying the effects of diet on health sometimes use 'randomised intervention 
trials' One group - the intervention group - is asked to change some aspect of diet, for example 
eat less fat or more fruit, while the other group - the control group - is told to eat as normal. At 
the end of the trial the number of cases of, say, colon cancer, in the two groups can be compared. 
Such results could be misleading, because as the study progresses, the 'intervention' subjects 
become less conscientious about sticking to their supposedly healthy diet, so the longer the 
study goes on, the less the diets of the two groups differ. Yet to get results that are statistically 
significant, the study must go on as long as possible. 

Which of the following, if true, most strengthens the above argument? 

(A) 'Control' subjects often change their diet in response to health information in the media. 

(B) Diets that are low in fat and high in fruit are known to be beneficial to health. 

(C) 'Intervention' subjects know that the changes in diet could benefit their health. 

(D) Some people have an inherited tendency to suffer from colon cancer. 

(E) Statisticians who interpret the results take account of the effects of exercise and smoking. 

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q34] 

When police raided a London nightclub known for selling illegal drugs, nine people were 
arrested. However, everybody was led outside, searched and photographed, whether or not 
drugs were found in their possession. Visiting a nightclub is not yet a crime, so it is a troubling 
breach of civil liberties that the police should keep a record of these people. Many of us are 
more comfortable with dealers operating in dark corners of nightclubs, rather than selling 
crack openly on busy daytime streets. Therefore, we should simply accept that drugs will be 
sold in nightclubs and hope they can be contained there. 

Which one of the following best expresses a flaw in the argument? 

(A) It assumes that the only alternative to excessive use of police powers and open drug 
dealing is acceptance of nightclubs selling drugs. 

(B) It does not follow that the police abused people's civil rights by photographing them. 

(C) lt uses one example of a nightclub where drugs are sold to draw the conclusion that 
nightclubs sell drugs. 

(D) lt uses extreme and illogical steps to move from one nightclub raid to the unlikely prospect 
of crack being sold openly on the streets. 

(E) Just because some people were not in possession of drugs does not mean that they were 
innocent of taking drugs. 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q35] 

Surveys of public opinion reveal that many people object to the idea of selling bodily organs 
for transplant. Some object on religious grounds claiming that the body is a sacred and holy 
thing which must not be violated. Others object on aesthetic grounds simply finding the idea of 
selling human livers for transplant somehow unpleasant or distasteful. But the sale of bodily 
organs can not be morally wrong. Everyone has the right to do what they want with their own 
private property and each person owns their own bodily organs. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) The body is a sacred and holy thing which must not be violated. 

(B) Everyone has a right to do what they want with their own private property. 

(C) Public opinion is strongly opposed to the sale of bodily organs for transplant. 

(D) The sale of bodily organs can not be morally wrong. 

(E) Surveys of public opinion reveal many people are opposed to the sale of bodily organs for 
transplant. 

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q36] 

When Anton joined the company that he works for, 8 years ago, his salary was £29000. Each of 
his 8 annual salary increases has been 10% of his previous salary rounded up to the next 
multiple of £500. 

What is Anton’s current salary? 

(A) £52500 

(B) £58500 

(C) £64500 

(D) £67000 

(E) £71000 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q37] 

The Ruritanian Go Kart Drivers’ Championship is decided over a series of 9 races. For each 
event the winner is allocated 10 points, second gets 8 points and third gets 5 points. All other 
finishers are given 1 point. The championship leaders’ placings are shown below and the 
drivers all finished in each race. 

 

Which was the earliest race after which one of the leaders knew he could not win the Drivers’ 
Championship? 

(A) Billard 

(B) Menz 

(C) Fondra 

(D) Hahn 

(E) Limberg 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q38] 

The diagram shows the dimensions of an office and entrance lobby. I wish to carpet them. Each 
must have a single piece of carpet with no joins, but I can use two separate pieces for the two 
rooms. As I intend to do it as inexpensively as possible, I will buy an offcut. 

 

Which of the following offcut pieces will be suitable? 

(A) 4.5 × 3.7 m 

(B) 5.0 × 4.0 m 

(C) 4.2 × 4.4 m 

(D) 2.6 × 5.8 m 

(E) 4.8 × 4.0 m 

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q39] 

Rather than dumping sewage sludge in the North Sea, it has been suggested that it could be 
used as fertiliser on agricultural land. However, sewage sludge often contains waste from 
industry which is contaminated with heavy metals, some of which. e.g. zinc and cadmium.can 
be absorbed by plants. Zinc is generally present in the sewage in greater amounts than other 
metals and is a problem for crop production because it will kill plants at concentrations which 
are too low to cause toxicity to animals. However, concentrations of cadmium can become high 
enough to make plants dangerous as food without the cadmium having any obvious effect on 
the growth of plants. 

Which one of the following can be inferred from claims made in the passage? 

(A) lf cadmium and zinc were removed from sewage sludge,it could safely be used as fertiliser. 

(B) The greater risk to health from sewage sludge used as fertiliser would be its contamination 
with zinc. 

(C) lf sewage sludge contains cadmium, it is unwise to use it as a fertiliser. 

(D) There is no future in using sewage sludge as a fertiliser. 

(E) Dumping sewage sludge in the North Sea is safer than using it as fertiliser. 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q40] 

We should restore capital punishment for the offence of pre-meditated murder. It is true that, 
in the past, occasional mistakes have been made and innocent men have been hanged. However, 
with the improvements in forensic science and DNA testing, the chances of a mistake have 
receded. Restoring capital punishment would ensure real justice is done and, incidentally, it 
would also save the country a considerable amount of money in housing prisoners on long life 
sentences. 

Which one of the following is an assumption of the above argument? 

(A) Forensic science is a foolproof way of determining guilt. 

(B) Real justice can still be achieved even if there are occasional miscarriages. 

(C) Financial considerations are the most important factors when considering criminal justice 
legislation. 

(D) Long life sentences will not deter people from committing murder. 

(E) The public would not be against the restoration of capital punishment. 

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q41] 

Asthma has increased globally by about 160% in the last two decades. In the UK alone, 1318 
people have died from asthma attacks within the last year. However new research has shown 
that asthma rates fall significantly in those parts of cities which have more trees and green 
spaces indicating that we can reduce asthma attacks by a programme of tree planting in our 
inner city waste lands. 

Which one of the following, if true, would most weaken the above argument? 

(A) Planting more trees in inner city areas could lead to an increase in hay fever. 

(B) The cost of planting large numbers of trees in inner city areas could divert funds from 
other more important needs such as reducing crime in those areas. 

(C) Urban areas which have more trees and green spaces are invariably further removed from 
factories and congested roads which are known to trigger asthma. 

(D) There are fewer people living in areas with more green spaces so there are bound to be 
fewer cases of asthma. 

(E) Asthma has increased by 160% in two decades but there is no evidence that trees have 
been removed at the same rate from urban centres. 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q42] 

The Tickton town hall clock is rather a curiosity. It shows the correct time every hour on the 
hour, but the minute hand travels three times as fast down to 6 as it does back up to 12, though 
within each half of its revolution its speed is constant. 

What is the correct time when the Tickton town hall clock shows quarter to the hour? 

(A) 7.5 minutes to the hour 

(B) 10 minutes to the hour 

(C) 20 minutes to the hour 

(D) 22.5 minutes to the hour 

(E) 25 minutes to the hour 

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q43] 

The table below shows the times of sunrise and sunset and moonrise and moonset for certain 
towns on the same day (in hours: minutes). 

 

In which of the towns are the sun and moon in the sky together for the shortest time? 

(A) Avonmouth 

(B) Dun Laoghaire 

(C) Greenock 

(D) Leith 

(E) London 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q44] 

Five pictures of solids made by sticking cubes together are shown below. 

Which one of the following (A-E) is a different shape from all the others? 

 

 

 

A B C 

 

 

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q45] 

Contrary to what many people claim, Facebook cannot improve our experience of friendship. 
lt may make it easier to increase our number of contacts, but there is a limit to the number of 
people we can keep in mind and with whom we can have a meaningful relationship. The 
number is 150, and is set by the size of our brains. Moreover, the quality of relationships 
depends on the amount of time we invest in them. lf we increase our number of friends, the 
time devoted to maintaining each relationship will decrease, and our emotional connection 
with each person will decline. Meaningful relationships are about being able to engage in 
activities with others face to face. Communication via the internet is no substitute. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) There is a limit to the number of people we can keep in mind and with whom we should 
have a meaningful relationship. 

(B) Communication via the internet is no substitute for face to face contact. 

(C) Meaningful relationships are about being able to engage in activities with others face to 
face. 

(D) lf we increase our number of friends then our emotional connection with each person will 
decline. 

(E) Facebook cannot improve our experience of friendship. 

  



2012 
ueie.com 

 27 

 ｜TSA Past Paper Collection (2008-2021) 

  TSA Past Paper 2012 27 

[TSA, 2012S1Q46] 

Few tourists are likely to visit the town in the future. The Mining Museum is the only thing in 
the town that has ever attracted tourists in any substantial numbers. Now the Museum is 
closing. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) I cannot eat anything with wheat gluten in it. Unfortunately pasta is made with wheat and 
contains gluten. Sol cannot eat pasta. 

(B) My skin rash may have been caused by this washing powder. The rash came when I started 
using this washing powder and went again when I stopped. 

(C) The only reason l get headaches is that l am allergic to dairy products. I am giving up dairy 
products, so l will probably stop getting headaches. 

(D) lf Moira were stung by a bee and did not take these tablets immediately, she could die. So 
she will need to carry the tablets with her all the time. 

(E) Every time l go into a house with a cat in it, I start sneezing. You have a cat in your house. 
l would start sneezing if l came in. 

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q47] 

Buttons which are on the right hand side of clothes are easier to fasten and unfasten for a right- 
handed person than for a left-handed person. Buttons are on the right-hand side of clothes for 
men, but on the left side for women. This arose because buttons used to be very expensive and 
were only worn by women who were rich enough to have a servant who helped them to dress. 
But almost everyone buttons their own clothes now, so manufacturers of women's clothes 
should now place the buttons on the right-hand side. 

Which one of the following identifies the principle underlying the above argument? 

(A) No one needs a servant in order to dress. 

(B) Wealth should not determine fashions in clothing. 

(C) Cost effectiveness should determine clothing design. 

(D) lt is a good thing to break with tradition. 

(E) The needs of the majority should prevail. 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q48] 

In the elections for the mayor of Bitton, the single transferable vote system is used. In this, each 
voter places a ‘1’ beside the candidate they most want and a ‘2’ beside their second choice. 
Voters may only vote for two candidates. In the first round of counting all the ‘1’ votes are 
counted. If no candidate has over 50% of the votes, the bottom candidate in the poll drops out 
and the ‘2’ votes of all those who voted for this candidate are added to the appropriate other 
candidates. This process continues until one candidate has over 50% of the vote – this person 
is then elected mayor. 

The votes after the first round of counting were as follows: 

Malcolm Green 87 

Susan Johnson 63 

Pedro Gonzalez 45 

Ian McBride  36 

Wayne Daniels 18 

Reeta Mathur 17 

Total votes cast 254 

How many candidates can still win? 

(A) 1 

(B) 2 

(C) 3 

(D) 4 

(E) 5 

 

[TSA, 2012S1Q49] 

Standard 100W light bulbs cost 40p each and are expected to last for 2 years in average use. 
Low power equivalent brightness bulbs cost £10 each, are expected to last for 8 years and use 
only 20W. A 100W lightbulb operated for 10 hours will use 7.5p of electricity. A 20W bulb will 
operate for 50 hours on the same amount of electricity. I have a light in my living room which 
is on for about 20 hours per week. Next time the living room bulb breaks, I will buy a low 
wattage bulb instead of a standard one. 

How long will it be before I have recovered the extra purchase cost? 

(A) 70 weeks 

(B) 77 weeks 

(C) 80 weeks 

(D) 83 weeks 

(E) 96 weeks 
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[TSA, 2012S1Q50] 

In the committee room of my cricket club there are four tables, all identical to the one shown 
below. 

 

Which of the following arrangement is it not possible to make by putting four of these tables 
together? 

 
 

 

A B C 

  

 

D E  
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TSA 2012 S2 
Time Allowed: 30 minutes 

 

微信扫码在线完成考试，考试结束后由教师人工阅卷判分。 

This question paper contains a choice of four tasks, of which you must answer only one. 
There is space on the question paper for preliminary notes. Your answer must be written 
on the answer sheet provided. No additional answer sheets may be used. Candidates 
with permission to use a word processor must not exceed 1200 words. 

The questions each provide an opportunity for you to show how well you can select, 
develop and organise ideas and communicate them effectively in writing. 

It is important that your answer is relevant to the question and addresses it directly. 
This is not a test of knowledge, nor is it assumed that the questions have right or wrong 
answers. If the question requires you to make judgements and express your opinions, try 
to provide coherent arguments to support your views and consider the merits of possible 
counter arguments. 

Before you begin writing, take time to think carefully about what you need to say and 
the ways in which the organisation of your response might help convey your message. 

Note that your response must be contained in the space provided on a single two-page 
answer sheet. The disciplines involved in this are considered key features of the task. 

Take care to show how well you can write and be concise, clear and accurate. You must 
complete your answer sheet within the time limit. 

Dictionaries and calculators are NOT permitted. 

  

 

TSA 2012 S2 

Online Exam 

https://appau7lmfib7689.h5.xiaoeknow.com/evaluation_wechat/examination/introduce/ex_60f0f0ad32c42_zftks638
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[TSA, 2012S2] 

YOU MUST ANSWER ONLY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

1. Should convicted criminals be allowed to vote? 

 

2. Does a country's ideal political system depend on its level of economic development? 

 

3. Should governments only fund scientific research if it is of direct benefit to society? 

 

4. Could a robot ever think like a human? 

 





 

  TSA Past Paper 2013 1 

TSA 2013 S1 
Time Allowed: 90 minutes 

 

微信扫码完成在线考试后，自动判分并呈现完整解析、错题录入错题本。 

Speed as well as accuracy is important in this section. Work quickly, or you may not finish 
the paper. There are no penalties for incorrect responses, only marks for correct answers, 
so you should attempt all 50 questions. Each question is worth one mark. 

Answer on the sheet provided. Questions ask you to show your choice between five options. 
Choose the one option you consider correct and record your choice on the separate answer 
sheet. If you make a mistake, erase thoroughly and try again. 

You must complete the answer sheet within the time limit. 

You can use the question paper for rough working or notes, but no extra paper is allowed. 

Calculators are NOT permitted. 
  

 

TSA 2013 S1 

Online Exam 

https://appau7lmfib7689.h5.xiaoeknow.com/evaluation_wechat/examination/introduce/ex_60dbda4daa25b_51UPUgaA
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[TSA, 2013S1Q1] 

This week a controversial chef is urging the great British public to sample a fabulous new meat. 
But instead of a buying bonanza the chef's comments have provoked outrage because the meat 
in question is horse. Even the staunchest meat-eaters are up in arms. Says a rival chef: l would 
never eat horse meat and would never serve it to my customers. It's not part of our food culture. 
It's unthinkable.' But aren't we being just the teeniest bit irrational? After all, in France and 
Belgium, two of our closest neighbours, there are whole shelves of horse meat alongside the 
beef and chicken. Here we eat lamb and pig, duck, even deer, ostrich and kangaroo. lf we eat 
these, what is logically different about horse? Nothing. 

Which one of the following most closely expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) There is no logical difference between lamb or beef and horse. 

(B) Eating horse meat in Britain is unthinkable. 

(C) The British should follow the example of France and Belgium. 

(D) The British response to eating horse meat is a little irrational. 

(E) Meat-eaters have no good reason for objecting to horse. 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q2] 

Three thermometers are each accurate to within 2 degrees above or below the temperature 
they actually read. One reads 7°, one reads 9° and one reads 10°. 

What is the minimum range in which the true temperature lies? 

(A) 5°-12° 

(B) 7°-9° 

(C) 8°-10° 

(D) 8°-9° 

(E) 7°-10° 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q3] 

The most popular theory about the origin of the Moon is that it was formed from debris 
breaking off the Earth in a planetary collision 4.5 billion years ago. lf this were true, the Moon 
would be made of the same material as is found on Earth. Examination of Moon rocks shows 
this to be the case, although there is little iron in Moon rocks. However, this can be explained 
because, according to the theory, the material that formed the Moon would have come from 
the Earth's crust, not its iron-rich core. Thus we should accept the theory as true. 

Which one of the following identifies the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) The popularity of a theory is not what determines its truth. 

(B) Evidence that is inconsistent with a theory proves that the theory is false. 

(C) The explanation offered in the passage is not consistent with the theory. 

(D) Evidence that confirms a theory's predictions does not prove that the theory is true. 

(E) A theory that is not consistent with the facts should be rejected, not modified. 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q4] 

The International Code of Zoological Nomenclature states that the earliest recorded scientific 
name for an organism becomes the official name. This seems fair, but the system is flawed. 
Textbooks show the sequence of fossil ancestors of the modern horse as: Pliohippus, 
Merychippus, Mesohippus and the first horse ancestor Hyracotherium. The last of these looks 
out of place. Hyracotherium was once, more sensibly, called Eohippus; this descriptive name 
means "dawn horse". The suffix -hippus (horse) is consistent with others in the list. Eohippus 
also sounds pleasant. The name was changed when it was discovered that a fossil fragment that 
had been named Hyracotherium was really from the same animal that had, until then, been 
called Eohippus. 

Which one of the following conclusions is best supported by the passage above? 

(A) Common sense is not a major factor in scientific naming decisions. 

(B) A system of naming organisms based on the date the name was first registered is not the 
most appropriate. 

(C) The rules of the international Code of Zoological Nomenclature do not always produce the 
most sensible name for animals. 

(D) The name of Hyracotherium should be changed back to Eohippus. 

(E) The rules of the lnternational Code of Zoological Nomenclature need to be changed to 
allow for common sense. 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q5] 

At Everthorpe Prison in Yorkshire, prisoners made no attempt to escape using ladders placed 
against the outside walls by drug dealers and prostitutes plying their trades. A prison officer 
spokesperson said that this was because the authorities had made prisons too comfortable and 
thus failed to deter criminals. A large number of released prisoners quickly reoffended and 
returned to prison, where they had all the comforts of home: a television in each cell, breakfast 
in bed, a wage and cash bonuses for good behaviour. 

Which one of the following is an implicit assumption upon which the spokesperson's argument 
rests? 

(A) Prisoners would not reoffend if prisons were less comfortable. 

(B) Many criminals are habitual offenders. 

(C) Not all prisoners are interested in drugs or prostitutes. 

(D) The conditions inside prisons are determined by the prison officers. 

(E) Reoffending rates have recently risen. 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q6] 

On only 360 occasions during the twentieth century was it possible to write the date in the 
form DD/MM/YYYY using eight different digits. One example was 28th July 1956 
(28/07/1956). 

Eleven of Arthur’s birthdays have been such dates (though not his date of birth), and in 1974 
and 1983 the two digits that did not form part of the date made up his age at the time. 

In which year was Arthur born? 

(A) 1909 

(B) 1916 

(C) 1918 

(D) 1936 

(E) 1938 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q7] 

In order to qualify for a bonus, employees must fulfil certain criteria: 

 

Workers performed as follows: 

 

Who qualifies for a bonus? 

(A) Nobody 

(B) Smith 

(C) Patel and Smith 

(D) Owololu, Patel and Smith 

(E) Jones, Owololu, Patel and Smith 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q8] 

I stopped in a town called Akeland to ask the way to Eksberg. The only sense l could get from a 
local was as follows: 

Akeland is east of Benford. 

Eksberg is north of Cranton. 

Ducton is south of Akeland. 

Cranton is west of Ducton. 

Assuming that 'east means, as near as it matters, 'due east', which one of the following can be 
said with certainty? 

(A) I need to go due west. 

(B) I need to go to the west, but it may be north-west or south-west. 

(C) I need to go north-west. 

(D) I need to go to the north, but it may also be a bit west. 

(E) I need to go south-west. 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q9] 

The recent campaign to reduce the number of people who drive while over the legal alcohol 
limit was very successful. But reducing it further is going to be difficult without addressing one 
of the main problems: people in rural areas have no choice, in the absence of public transport, 
but to use their cars. People who live in towns and cities can use buses, trains or readily 
available taxis if they want to go out for a drink. Furthermore, they don't have to go far to find 
pubs and clubs. Unless the Government wants the level of drink-diving to increase, it needs to 
ensure that far more pubs and clubs are built in rural areas. 

Which one of the following, if true, would most strengthen the above argument? 

(A) The legal alcohol limit for drivers is likely to be lowered in the near future. 

(B) The public have been made much more aware of the dangers of drink-driving. 

(C) Many pubs in rural areas are closing because of the reduced numbers of customers. 

(D) The population of rural areas is predicted to increase over the next twenty years. 

(E) The police concentrate their drink-driving campaign in towns and cities. 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q10] 

Another pair of British media personalities have announced their separation. Both are well-
paid personalities who profit enormously from the publicity they attract from their behaviour. 
Media personalities like them usually employ agents who can generate publicity, arrange well-
paid personal appearances and sell stories and photo shoots to glossy magazines. These agents 
probably generate more income for some media personalities than their original activity, such 
as singing. Therefore it's clear that talent is no longer rewarded. 

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) These personalities may not be talented. 

(B) Many performers may be rewarded for their own original talent as well. 

(C) Agents generate a large amount of income for their clients. 

(D) Agents may be destroying talent by their actions. 

(E) Personalities do not have to choose to employ agents. 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q11] 

Films are expensive to produce and must take a significant amount of money at the box office 
to cover costs before any profit is made. Thus filmmakers are primarily interested in making a 
film that will appeal to a large number of people and so make a lot of profit. This often leads to 
the production of superficial, violent films that attract a large audience. Therefore, the 
Government should invest in the film industry. lf it did that, filmmakers would not need to be 
motivated entirely by the aim for profit. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) The Government should invest in the film industry. 

(B) Filmmakers need to ensure that their films will attract large audiences. 

(C) Government investment in the film industry would reduce the need to aim for profit. 

(D) The output of the film industry contains too many violent films. 

(E) Aiming solely for profit leads to the production of superficial, violent films. 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q12] 

I have just joined a savings scheme. I will pay in £50 each month and at the end of each complete 
year I will be paid 5% interest on my average balance (i.e. the average of my starting and 
finishing amount) for the previous 12 months. 

How much will I have in total when my interest has been paid at the end of the second year? 
(Answer to the nearest £10.) 

(A) £1230 

(B) £1260 

(C) £1290 

(D) £1380 

(E) £1990 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q13] 

Every Thursday, Marilyn spends 10 hours making 60 cakes to sell at her local market. The cost 
of the ingredients to make each cake is £1.60 and Marilyn charges £6 an hour for her time. She 
usually sets the sale price for a cake at 75% more than the total costs of making it. However, 
when she sells to her friends she gives them a 10% discount on the normal sale price. 

What do her friends have to pay for one of Marilyn's cakes? 

(A) £3.42 

(B) £4.10 

(C) £4.29 

(D) £4.55 

(E) £4.88  
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[TSA, 2013S1Q14] 

A business, facing turbulent times, changed the wages of its workers by the same percentage 
in two successive years, but the changes were in opposite directions. 

Which of the following best describes the wages of the workers after the second change? 

(A) The same as the original wage. 

(B) Necessarily higher than the original wage. 

(C) Necessarily lower than the original wage. 

(D) Higher than originally if the first change was an increase, otherwise lower. 

(E) Higher than originally if the first change was a decrease, otherwise lower. 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q15] 

Those in favour of coursework contributing to A-Level grades say that this is much fairer than 
assessment by exam only, as it means that students who are willing to work hard but who 
perform poorly in exams will have a better chance of doing well. However, this arrangement 
currently allows far more opportunity for cheating, casting doubt on its fairness. For example, 
there is a growing market for customised essays, available (for a fee) via the internet. At the 
moment the only deterrent is a teacher's vigilance, but while teachers might identify work that 
seems atypical for individual students, they won't necessarily detect when, for example, a 
student has had an unacceptable amount of help from family or friends. 

Which one of the following conclusions is best supported by the passage above? 

(A) Assessment by coursework is not necessarily fairer than assessment by examination. 

(B) The opportunities for cheating in coursework mean that A-Levels should be assessed by 
exams only. 

(C) Traditional examinations are still the fairest way of grading A-Level students. 

(D) There is no entirely fair way of assessing students at A-Level. 

(E) Examinations do not assess how hard a student has worked. 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q16] 

Largely because of the influence of celebrity TV chefs and increased customer demand, many 
supermarkets have recently enlarged the amount of game (e.g. rabbits, pheasants and venison) 
in their meat sections. Factory farming is seen as cruel to the animals involved. Rabbit meat, in 
particular, is selling well as it is tastier than chicken and is cheaper than beef or pork. Game is 
also low in fat and cholesterol. lf people are really concerned about animal welfare they should 
take advantage of the increased availability of game in the supermarkets. They will also be 
getting a nutritious and cheap diet. 

Which of the following best expresses the underlying assumption in the above argument? 

(A) Supermarkets want to improve their animal welfare image. 

(B) The influence of celebrity chefs on shoppers cannot be underestimated. 

(C) No game meat is produced using factory farming methods. 

(D) Cheapness does not necessarily provide good value. 

(E) Supermarkets always respond to customer demands. 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q17] 

The production of standard disposable nappies from petrochemicals is wholly unsustainable. 
It is estimated that, while in disposable nappies, a baby will generate two tonnes of used 
nappies which will end up in landfill. Washable nappies have a significantly reduced 
environmental impact at production and at eventual disposal. Landfill sites are already in short 
supply, with recycling programmes aiming to reduce waste. However, if the Government wants 
to meet its sustainability targets it must do more to increase the use of washable nappies. 

Which one of the following, if true, would most strengthen the above argument? 

(A) The washing process of nappies involves further energy consumption. 

(B) Some disposable nappies are made of natural polymers and are compostable. 

(C) Most disposable nappies would take in excess of 500 years to bio-degrade in landfill 
conditions. 

(D) Several local authorities have incentive programmes to encourage parents to choose 
washable over disposable nappies. 

(E) By 2014 all local authorities must offer doorstep recycling and many already offer 
composting bins and appliance collection. 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q18] 

Sven is a keen cyclist and is riding from Alvros to Berget. At his normal cycling speed this will 
take him 30 minutes. His wife, Helga, will go by car to bring him and his bike back. They leave 
at the same time, but two thirds of the way between the two towns the car breaks down and 
Helga has to walk the rest of the way. The car goes at three times the speed Sven cycles. But 
Helga walks at only one third of the speed he cycles. 

Who arrives at Berget first, and by how much (to the nearest minute if necessary)? 

(A) Helga by 12 minutes. 

(B) They arrive at the same time. 

(C) Sven by 7 minutes. 

(D) Sven by 33 minutes. 

(E) Sven by 37 minutes. 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q19] 

I am making a patchwork quilt from leftover pieces of cloth of various shapes and sizes. This 
pentagonal piece of cloth is rather large, so I want to cut it into two pieces. 

 

Which one of the following combinations is it not possible to produce by making one straight 
cut across a pentagonal piece of cloth? 

(A) A triangle and a quadrilateral. 

(B) A triangle and a pentagon. 

(C) A triangle and a hexagon. 

(D) A quadrilateral and a pentagon. 

(E) A quadrilateral and a hexagon. 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q20] 

Thomas needs to book a place to sit a test next week, but is free only in the mornings. The test 
centre runs the test every day from Monday to Friday and holds a morning and an afternoon 
sitting. Each sitting has a total of 100 places available and will take place in the main hall unless 
there are 30 or fewer candidates, in which case a smaller room is used. He does not like to take 
tests in crowded places, so he wants to make sure that he is in the main hall and will try to be 
with the smallest number of other candidates possible. The number of places that are still 
available are shown in the table below. 

 

On which day should he choose to sit the test? 

(A) Monday 

(B) Tuesday 

(C) Wednesday 

(D) Thursday 

(E) Friday 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q21] 

In recent years there has been a great deal of media attention focused on the private lives of 
politicians and world leaders, with particular attention paid to their personal relationships. 
There are those who suggest that this attention is unwarranted because only their professional 
abilities are important to their political role. This attitude fails to consider that the public have 
little insight into the day-to-day lives of world leaders and, indeed, few points of reference. 
Personal lives offer common ground. In democratic states leaders are elected based on how the 
public perceive them, and private lives can offer an insight into an individual's values. The 
personal aspects of a politician's life should continue to be reported if the electorate find it 
important. 

Which one of the following, if true, most strengthens the above argument? 

(A) All those in the public eye are subjected to media attention. 

(B) Some politicians have high profile affairs. 

(C) Attention on their private lives can cause leaders to lose their focus. 

(D) Many of the public are very interested in the family lives of sports personalities. 

(E) Most politicians claim to be respectable and honest in all aspects of their lives. 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q22] 

Criminals often give themselves away by their lifestyle. My neighbour is a criminal because he 
bought and is living in a very expensive house, which l know he could not afford as he is 
officially working only in a poorly paid job. 

Which one of the following most clearly parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) The cat keeps bringing mice into the house. He never eats them, so l assume he hunts them 
either because that is his instinct or for pleasure. 

(B) It is impossible to write more than four pages in half an hour. You have just handed in 
seven pages of writing. You must, therefore, have spent longer than half an hour on it. 

(C) The bank was extremely well guarded and robbing it would require very careful planning. 
The thieves who broke in yesterday must have spent months planning every detail of the 
crime. 

(D) All my friends save money through the year and then go on holiday. l am saving every 
month, so l think l should be able to go on holiday soon. 

(E) lf the police want to identify criminals they need to watch how they are spending their 
money. They do want to catch them, so they watch out for people buying cars or houses 
they cannot legally afford. 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q23] 

There is often concern about the large quantities of money earned by top singers. It could be 
argued that there are many ways in which this money could be spent that would be beneficial 
to a large number of people. However, these people are receiving high earnings because they 
are the best at what they do and those who are better than others at what they do should be 
rewarded. 

Which one of the following best illustrates the principle underlying the argument above? 

(A) To become a doctor requires a much longer course of study than other professions; 
therefore, doctors should receive a higher rate of pay than members of those other 
professions. 

(B) When making the decision about who should be accepted onto the course, the bottom third 
of the applicants based on the results were eliminated immediately. 

(C) Since efficiency is the most important aspect of the work, the end of year bonus was 
awarded to the member of staff who had made the best use of time over the year. 

(D) When deciding on the member of staff to be promoted, the director of the company looked 
at the records of the applicants and chose the one who had done the most overtime in the 
past year. 

(E) The prize for the best film was decided by taking the one that made the most money at the 
box office in its opening week. 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q24] 

Mr Daley has bought some used carpeting for his new 24 m × 12 m car showroom. The carpet 
is in 8 m × 4 m rectangles which will be joined using a strip of double-sided tape along all seams. 
Additionally, double-sided tape will be needed to stick the carpet around the edges of the 
showroom. 

What is the minimum amount of tape he requires? 

(A) 72 m 

(B) 108 m 

(C) 144 m 

(D) 216 m 

(E) 288 m 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q25] 

 

How many times will the Winter Spectacular be performed at the Playtime Theatre during its 
run? 

(A) 31 

(B) 34 

(C) 35 

(D) 36 

(E) 38 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q26] 

A popular option at the Pizza Parlour is the ‘Plus Two’ pizza, which is a basic cheese and tomato 
pizza plus a choice of any two different additional toppings from the following list: 

Tuna Ham Chicken Onion  Mushroom Sweetcorn 

This gives 15 variations, which can be calculated as follows: 

Each of the six additional toppings can be combined with one of the other five to create 30 pairs, 
but this counts each pair twice, e.g. tuna and ham; ham and tuna. 

Which of the following does not give a result of 15? 

(A) The total number of matches when six teams play each other once. 

(B) The total number of handshakes when six people shake hands with each other. 

(C) The total number of crackers needed for six children to pull a cracker with each of the 
others. 

(D) The total number of partnerships possible when two people are chosen from a shortlist of 
six to represent their society in a debate. 

(E) The total number of cards sent when six friends send each other Christmas cards. 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q27] 

There is a naive view that the problem of rapid population growth can be effectively solved if 
enough money is invested in family planning services. But it is no accident that the world's 
highest population growth rates are in poverty-stricken sub-Saharan Africa. Child mortality in 
this region remains stubbornly high, so it makes sense for women to have lots of children to 
ensure that at least one son survives into their old age. Children are also economic necessities 
for peasant families engaged in traditional agriculture; in many systems the larger the family, 
the more land is allocated to it. lt follows that only by reducing the demand for large families 
through economic development can the problem of overpopulation be solved. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) The need for economic development is greatest in sub-Saharan Africa. 

(B) The demand for large families is mainly caused by high child mortality. 

(C) The main consequence of a lack of economic development is overpopulation. 

(D) Overpopulation can be properly tackled only by economic development. 

(E) To believe that family planning services can reduce population growth is to be naive. 

  



2013 
ueie.com 

 15 

 ｜TSA Past Paper Collection (2008-2021) 

  TSA Past Paper 2013 15 

[TSA, 2013S1Q28] 

It is clear that telepathy is not possible because, if it were, people would be able to transfer 
their thoughts to each other for important purposes - for example, passing an examination. But 
this does not happen. The only supposed demonstrations of telepathy are about trivial matters. 

Which one of the following arguments has the same logical structure as the above argument? 

(A) lt is obvious that humans cannot travel through time. No one has ever done this, except in 
novels and films. and we know that these are fiction. 

(B) if humans were descended from apes, they would have some of the same patterns of 
behaviour. There are some patterns of behaviour common to humans and apes. So humans 
are descended from apes. 

(C) lf hypnotism could cure illnesses, we would not have to rely on drugs. But hypnotism 
cannot cure illness. So we do have to rely on drugs. 

(D) It is evident that human life is the most intelligent form of life on Earth, because humans 
can exploit other life forms for their own purposes, and that is exactly what the most 
intelligent life form would have to be able to do. 

(E) There is no evidence that intelligent life exists beyond our planet. lf there were intelligent 
life elsewhere in the universe, we would by now have had clear evidence of its existence. 
So there is no intelligent life other than that on Earth. 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q29] 

For the second year running the Silver Star Prize for art was awarded to a video artist, raising 
again the big question: What is great art? Many have condemned this year's choice on the 
grounds that a documentary-style video film cannot be considered as creative art at all in the 
way that, say, painting and sculpture can. The Silver Star jury, however. praised the 'emotional 
force of the work and its complexity beneath an apparently simple surface' if they are right in 
this evaluation then clearly video is as much a medium for great art as any other form of 
expression. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the argument above? 

(A) Any work with emotional force and complexity is capable of being great art. 

(B) The decision of the jury to award the prize for a video was the right one. 

(C) No-one can really answer the question: What is great art? 

(D) This year's winning exhibit was deceptively simple. 

(E) Painting and sculpture are the highest forms of creative art. 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q30] 

An acre of land planted with sugar beet produces 550 gallons of ethanol from the sugar by 
fermentation. A car converted to run on E75 (a 75% ethanol, 25% petrol mixture) can do 40 
miles per gallon. 

lf you drive 20,000 miles per year, how many acres of sugar beet will be needed to produce the 
ethanol you need? 

(A) (20000/40 × 25/100) /550 = 0.23 

(B) (20000/40 × 75/100)/550 = 0.68 

(C) (20000/40 × 100/75)/550 = 1.21 

(D) (40/20000 × 100/75) × 550 = 1.47 

(E) (20000/40 × 100/25)/550 = 3.63 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q31] 

The following table gives information about five different car models. 

 

Which of these models will travel furthest on one full tank of petrol under optimum conditions? 

(A) Clipper 

(B) Ghia 

(C) Sedan 

(D) Estate 

(E) Saloon 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q32] 

The table below shows the percentage of adults, grouped by age and socio-economic group, 
with no natural teeth. 

 

Which one of the following conclusions can be drawn from the table above? 

(A) Most people have lost their natural teeth by the age of 55. 

(B) Professional people tend to keep their natural teeth longer than semi-skilled and unskilled 
manual workers. 

(C) Manual work is bad for your teeth. 

(D) People without natural teeth tend not to be employed as managers. 

(E) There are over three times as many 45-54 year-old manual workers with no teeth as 
professionals. 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q33] 

'Organic food is no healthier than other produce scientists claim This was the headline in an 
article published in 2009 in The Independent. It reported that a comprehensive review of 50 
years of evidence showed no appreciable difference in nutrient levels between organic and 
conventional farm produce. If the review is correct shoppers will think twice about buying 
organic food, especially if the price difference remains significant. Only if people really do 
receive some health benefit in return for the extra money will the current upward trend in 
organic sales continue. 

Which one of the following presents the strongest challenge to the above argument? 

(A) Shoppers who read The Independent are more likely to buy organic produce than readers 
of other newspapers. 

(B) Most shoppers take more notice of price than they do of nutritional benefits when 
choosing to buy. 

(C) If the review is correct, shoppers will have received no health benefit in the past 50 years, 
yet organic sales have continued to rise. 

(D) If organic food had more nutritional value than conventional farm produce, scientists 
would have found out long before now. 

(E) If there is no appreciable difference in nutrient levels there is no advantage for shoppers 
in switching back to conventional produce. 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q34] 

There is widespread dissatisfaction and disillusionment in Britain with politics and with 
politicians, who are seen as untrustworthy. Many of the electorate do not even bother to vote 
in a general election. In Switzerland democracy is more direct than in Britain, in the sense that 
many referendums take place, and many important political decisions are thus based directly 
on the votes of citizens rather than on those of their elected representatives. Surveys show that 
in those parts of Switzerland where more of these important decisions are made by 
referendum, the citizens are happier than in those areas where there is less opportunity to 
influence decisions. So if we were to adopt the Swiss system in Britain, the dissatisfied and 
disillusioned British electorate would be much happier. 

Which one of the following identifies the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) It assumes that most Swiss citizens vote in general elections. 

(B) It assumes that there is only one reason why some Swiss citizens are happier. 

(C) It assumes that British citizens would trust politicians if there were more referendums. 

(D) lt assumes that there is only one reason why the British are disillusioned with politics. 

(E) It assumes that better policies emerge when important decisions are made by referendum. 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q35] 

Sound economics may underlie the Government's plans to put more prisons under private 
control, but the privatisation of prisons is nonetheless wrong. Although some countries 
observe basic human rights, they have the power to take away the liberty of individuals who 
break certain laws This power is so far-reaching that only the State itself, acting through its 
officers, should be entrusted with it. Many prisoners have disturbed backgrounds and a 
contempt for authority, so exceptional disciplinary measures are needed to maintain order. 
The power to enforce such measures should not be left to private, profit-making organisations. 

Which of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the argument above? 

(A) The State has far-reaching powers and duties. 

(B) The privatisation of prisons is wrong. 

(C) Order in prisons often requires special disciplinary measures. 

(D) Prison inmates often have disturbed backgrounds and a contempt for authority. 

(E) Special disciplinary powers should not be entrusted to private organisations. 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q36] 

Last month, in an attempt to improve my fitness, I began to run daily. The maximum distance I 
have time to fit in on any particular day is 8 miles, but my aim is to maintain an average of at 
least 5 miles per day. 

After 15 days my average was just under 6 miles per day, then the following day I increased 
my average to just over 6. Since then (for the last 9 days, up to and including today) I have been 
able to run only 2 miles each day. 

What is the minimum number of days from now until I can bring my average back up to 5 miles 
per day? 

(A) 2 days 

(B) 4 days 

(C) 9 days 

(D) 18 days 

(E) 26 days 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q37] 

I have a bird automaton that, when activated, flaps its wings and whistles three different tunes 
successively, selected at random from its repertoire of ten. It performs one of its ten tunes for 
10 seconds, six of them for 15 seconds each and three of them for 20 seconds each. 

When my granddaughter visits she is fascinated, activating it again and again as soon as it stops 
each time. On her last visit she kept it going for a whole hour. and I lost count of how many 
times she activated it. 

What is the maximum number of times that my automaton could possibly have been activated 
during one hour? 

(A) 75 

(B) 80 

(C) 90 

(D) 120 

(E) 225 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q38] 

Graham recorded the number of visitors to his shop each day last week and presented the 
results in the bar chart below: 

 

When he calculated the number of customers per hour he found that he had the same number 
for five of the days, but the values for Tuesday and Friday were slightly higher. The opening 
hours of the shop are as follows: 

 

Which one of the following could be the opening hours of the shop for Tuesday and Friday? 

(A) Tuesday 9.30 am – 5.30 pm, Friday 8.00 am – 6.30 pm 

(B) Tuesday 9.00 am – 4.30 pm, Friday 8.30 am – 6.00 pm 

(C) Tuesday 9.00 am – 4.30 pm, Friday 8.00 am – 6.00 pm 

(D) Tuesday 9.00 am – 5.00 pm, Friday 8.00 am – 6.30 pm 

(E) Tuesday 10.00 am – 5.00 pm, Friday 8.30 am – 6.00 pm 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q39] 

Compare and contrast the initial responses of two 'major world powers' to the Haitian 
earthquake disaster. Within hours, the USA had sent in hospital and assault ships and an 
aircraft carrier with19 helicopters, the 82nd Airborne division with 3,500 troops and hundreds 
of medical personnel. It put the country's small airport back on an operational footing. 
Meanwhile, across the Atlantic, the European Union (EU) geared itself up with a Brussels press 
conference led by its High Representative. A small group of bored-looking journalists in the 
Commission's lavishly appointed press room heard her stumbling through a prepared 
statement, in which she said that she had conveyed her 'condolences' to the UN Secretary-
General, and pledged three million Euros in aid. The USA's willingness to act proves that it is 
the only genuine superpower. 

Which one of the following, if true, would most weaken the above argument? 

(A) Haiti is much closer to the USA than to the European Union. 

(B) The European Union has as many men in its armed forces as the USA. 

(C) Of the countries of the EU, only Great Britain and France possess the naval and airborne 
capacity for major overseas operations. 

(D) The countries of the EU respond to this and all humanitarian crises individually because 
their armed forces are allied but not integrated. 

(E) The response of the USA to the crisis was criticised by France as having a hidden agenda 
of wanting to increase its influence in Haiti. 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q40] 

One of the most catastrophic scenarios that could hit this planet would be a world without fish. 
Surely this is a matter for the UN to act on - and swiftly. Areas of ocean should be set aside as 
no- go zones for trawlers of any nationality, to enable our dwindling fish stocks to have 
somewhere to reproduce with impunity. We are told that farmed fish is just as good, but this is 
futile if the wild fish that are fed to the farmed fish disappear. This crisis should be moved right 
to the top of the global agenda. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) At present fish cannot reproduce safely in the wild. 

(B) There is not enough publicity about the fishing crisis. 

(C) Farmed fish does not taste as good as wild fish. 

(D) Fish farming is impossible without wild fish as food. 

(E) Foreign trawlers are responsible for dwindling fish stocks. 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q41] 

Many rich countries protect their farming sectors with generous subsidies. It may be claimed 
that this policy can benefit countries in which people are starving or malnourished by 
encouraging farmers to produce more food than can be consumed in their own countries. But 
the policy is not in the best interests of poorer countries. Poor countries do not want charitable 
handouts - they want to develop the ability to feed their populations by their own efforts. If the 
amount spent on the European Commission's Common Agricultural Policy were invested in, 
say, irrigation schemes, that would transform the agriculture of many impoverished nations. 
This would surely be a better way to solve the problem of world hunger. 

Which one of the following, if true, would most strengthen the above argument? 

(A) Malnutrition is less likely to occur in countries with slow population growth. 

(B) Wars and natural disasters such as floods are major causes of malnutrition. 

(C) Much of the excess food produced by rich countries rots before it can be exported. 

(D) Without subsidies to farmers in rich countries, the countryside would deteriorate. 

(E) Agriculture in poor countries is less mechanised than in rich countries. 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q42] 

The graph below shows the additional financial value of repeated applications of fertiliser 
applied to crops in a field for a year. For example, two applications gives £2,000 more value to 
the crop than one application. 

 

If each application of fertiliser costs £1,000, how many applications should be made to 
maximise the farmer’s profit? 

(A) 0 

(B) 2 

(C) 3 

(D) 4 

(E) 5 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q43] 

There is a half-hourly train service that operates along the Rowbina Valley, between Erd and 
Teovil. Leaving Erd at 10 and 40 minutes past each hour, trains stop at Aregon, Lowley, Ergen, 
Uble and Gidion before arriving at Teovil 51 minutes after departure from Erd. In the opposite 
direction, trains leave Teovil at 20 and 50 minutes past each hour, arriving at Erd 51 minutes 
later. 

 

The trains normally average a speed of 60 km/h, but this rises to 80 km/h if they are running 
late. They stop for three minutes at each station en route, but this is reduced to two minutes 
when running late. 

Yesterday the 10.20 am train from Teovil arrived at Uble on time, but because of a technical 
fault, remained at Uble for 22 minutes. There were no further delays. 

How many minutes late was yesterday’s 10.20 am train from Teovil when it arrived at Erd? 

(A) 5 mins 

(B) 8 mins 

(C) 10 mins 

(D) 13 mins 

(E) 15 mins 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q44] 

The diagram below shows a view of a church from above: 

 
There are three windows facing south, two windows facing north and a stained glass window 
facing east. The only doors are one in the westernmost end and one in a north-facing wall. 

Which one of the following gives a possible view of the church? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q45] 

The criminal law, armed only with punishment, is only ever capable of controlling a tiny 
minority of criminals. Communities can exert control over the behaviour of most people in 
much more positive ways: through the disapproval of one's neighbours and fellow citizens and 
through a whole host of accepted social attitudes. Mass unemployment creates a large class of 
people who reject these attitudes and who are prepared to encourage, or at least tolerate, 
illegal ways of making a living, and hence has a profoundly subversive effect on society. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the argument? 

(A) Large-scale unemployment subverts society. 

(B) The criminal law controls the behaviour of only a tiny minority. 

(C) Large-scale unemployment makes crime more acceptable. 

(D) Controlling anti-social behaviour is best done by the community. 

(E) Mass unemployment causes a rejection of accepted social attitudes.  
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[TSA, 2013S1Q46] 

Our football team always loses the match if it's raining. They won last Saturday, so it can't have 
been raining. 

Which of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) lf you work part-time, you earn less than people who work full-time. I work full-time; 
therefore, l earn more than people who work part-time. 

(B) My aunt is always happy if she's bought a new hat. She was happy today, so she must have 
bought a new hat. 

(C) John always stays at home if there is snooker on TV. There is snooker on TV tonight, so 
John will stay at home. 

(D) David always enjoys films if they have a big star in them. David didn't enjoy that film, so it 
can't have had a big star in it. 

(E) My cat has gone missing because l forgot to feed her. My cat always goes missing if l forget 
to feed her. 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q47] 

When you have finished your meal at a restaurant and you get the bill, there is often a note at 
the bottom pointing out that the service charge is not included. This can easily lead to one of 
two reactions - leaving a tip because you feel it is what is expected, or not leaving a tip out of 
annoyance at the unsubtle request for more money. Neither of these is an appropriate response. 
The tip is a reward for providing good service. We should be rewarding those waiters who 
perform well and not just issuing tips as a matter of course. 

Which one of the following illustrates the principle used in the above argument? 

(A) The company has made record profits this year, so all of the employees will be getting a 
bonus when they next receive their pay. 

(B) When redundancies needed to be decided, Fred was laid off as his work had been 
particularly poor for the last few weeks. 

(C) Tim got B grades in his exams rather than the C grades that he was predicted, so his 
parents bought him the bicycle that he had been asking for. 

(D) The syndicate won the lottery last week and split the money equally between all of the 
members. 

(E) As companies perform well their value on the stock exchange will increase. 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q48] 

When travelling in Kromistan and not understanding the currency, I offered a red note for an 
item marked ‘135K’. I was given, in change, three green coins and one blue coin. Later, for a 
newspaper marked ‘33K’, I offered a handful of coins and the vendor took four green and one 
blue. There are only these three denominations of money available; the smallest is marked ‘1K’ 
and each higher denomination is a whole number multiple of the lower denominations. 

How many green coins are worth one red note? 

(A) 8 

(B) 20 

(C) 29 

(D) 160 

(E) 167 

 

[TSA, 2013S1Q49] 

At committee meetings of the Massing Social Club motions are carried or defeated by a simple 
majority, abstentions being ignored. 

At the last meeting a proposal to install a satellite dish was defeated by 8 votes to 5 with 10 
committee members abstaining. However, because of the large number of abstentions it was 
decided that the matter should be discussed further at the next meeting and a vote taken again. 

What is the minimum number of committee members who must change the way they voted if 
the result is to be reversed at the next meeting? 

(A) 2 

(B) 4 

(C) 7 

(D) 8 

(E) 12 
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[TSA, 2013S1Q50] 

The housing estate on which Andrew lives has streets of variable length. In each street the 
houses are directly opposite each other, with the same number of houses on each side. 
However, the numbering of the houses is inconsistent. 

Some streets are numbered consecutively on each side, starting at one end of the street, going 
up to the end and then back down the other side. 

Other streets have the odd numbers on one side, starting from 1, and the evens on the other 
side starting with 2 at the same end. 

Andrew's friend Amy lives on the same estate at 25 Acacia Avenue, which is not the end house 
in the street. 

lf Andrew knows the number of the house opposite Amy's, which one of the following 
statements is definitely true? 

(A) He knows the exact number of houses in the street. 

(B) He knows that the number of houses in the street is one of two numbers. 

(C) lf the house opposite Amy's is 26, he knows the number of houses in the street. 

(D) lf he knows the number of the house next door to Amy, he can work out the number of 
houses in the street. 

(E) He knows the numbers of the houses immediately adjoining Amy's. 
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TSA 2013 S2 
Time Allowed: 30 minutes 

 

微信扫码在线完成考试，考试结束后由教师人工阅卷判分。 

This question paper contains a choice of four tasks, of which you must answer only one. 
There is space on the question paper for preliminary notes. Your answer must be written 
on the answer sheet provided. No additional answer sheets may be used. Candidates 
with permission to use a word processor must not exceed 1200 words. 

The questions each provide an opportunity for you to show how well you can select, 
develop and organise ideas and communicate them effectively in writing. 

It is important that your answer is relevant to the question and addresses it directly. 
This is not a test of knowledge, nor is it assumed that the questions have right or wrong 
answers. If the question requires you to make judgements and express your opinions, try 
to provide coherent arguments to support your views and consider the merits of possible 
counter arguments. 

Before you begin writing, take time to think carefully about what you need to say and 
the ways in which the organisation of your response might help convey your message. 

Note that your response must be contained in the space provided on a single two-page 
answer sheet. The disciplines involved in this are considered key features of the task. 

Take care to show how well you can write and be concise, clear and accurate. You must 
complete your answer sheet within the time limit. 

Dictionaries and calculators are NOT permitted. 
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Online Exam 

https://appau7lmfib7689.h5.xiaoeknow.com/evaluation_wechat/examination/introduce/ex_60f0f16accfb3_KTQCRk2t
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[TSA, 2013S2] 

YOU MUST ANSWER ONLY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

1. Can you ever know whether anyone else has thoughts and feelings like yours? 

 

2. Should the supply and use of all drugs be legalised? 

 

3. Do countries benefit from immigration? 

 

4. How should we evaluate advances in science? 
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TSA 2014 S1 
Time Allowed: 90 minutes 

 

微信扫码完成在线考试后，自动判分并呈现完整解析、错题录入错题本。 

Speed as well as accuracy is important in this section. Work quickly, or you may not finish 
the paper. There are no penalties for incorrect responses, only marks for correct answers, 
so you should attempt all 50 questions. Each question is worth one mark. 

Answer on the sheet provided. Questions ask you to show your choice between five options. 
Choose the one option you consider correct and record your choice on the separate answer 
sheet. If you make a mistake, erase thoroughly and try again. 

You must complete the answer sheet within the time limit. 

You can use the question paper for rough working or notes, but no extra paper is allowed. 

Calculators are NOT permitted. 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q1] 

In the past 15 years the government has poured millions of pounds into promoting sport to try 
to increase adult participation. The results show no lasting effect. A survey showed that unless 
children 'catch the sport habit' between the ages of seven and fourteen years they are unlikely 
to participate in sport as an adult, and that the sports they adopt as children are likely to be the 
sports they play as adults. Schools need and should be given money to give children an interest 
in sport. spending money trying to persuade adults to take up sport is like locking the stable 
door after the horse has bolted. 

Which one of the following best expresses the conclusion of the argument in the passage above? 

(A) lf people do not gain an interest in sport when they are young they never will. 

(B) The government has wasted millions of pounds promoting sport to adults. 

(C) The government should give funds to schools to help children catch the sport habit. 

(D) Schools need more time in the curriculum to promote sport. 

(E) The sports children adopt will determine what they play as adults. 

 

[TSA, 2014S1Q2] 

Two neighbours work for the same company and share the journey to work, driving alternately 
in strict rotation. They work Monday to Friday each week and every other Saturday. (They 
always work the same Saturdays as each other.) 

What is the maximum number of days either of them has to drive in a calendar month? 

(A) 11 

(B) 12 

(C) 13 

(D) 14 

(E) 15 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q3] 

Sales of printed books are steadily declining, with sales dropping to a seven-year low in 2011. 
Independent bookshops are closing all over the country and chain bookstores are likely to be 
hit next. Sales of e-books, meanwhile, are booming, with many predicting that 50 per cent of all 
books sold within 10 years will be digital downloads. Anecdotal evidence suggests that people 
enjoy the convenience of digital media. E-books have triumphed: they have led readers away 
from traditional forms of print to a digital world. 

Which one of the following is a flaw in the above argument? 

(A) lt bases its conclusion on predictions of future sales rather than hard evidence. 

(B) It ignores the advantages that e-books have over printed books. 

(C) lt assumes that e-books have not attracted new readers. 

(D) By focussing on the closure of bookshops it ignores the creation of new electronic markets. 

(E) lt cites anecdotal evidence. 

 

[TSA, 2014S1Q4] 

When Arnold Schwarzenegger was the Governor of California, he looked for ways to make 
savings in an effort to balance the California budget. He was particularly concerned about the 
high cost of school text books, which he considered to be outdated. Schwarzenegger, who 
portrayed a time-travelling robot killer in the Terminator films in which a computer network 
takes over the world, looked to information technology to solve the problem of the high cost of 
text books. He proposed that as an alternative to books, students could be given hand-held 
devices that store up-to-date books electronically and allow them access to online work for 
maths and science. Since students are experienced with computers and will readily accept the 
new technology, this is not just Hollywood sci-fi but common sense. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) The Governor based his decisions on his film experiences. 

(B) The proposed use of information technology will save money. 

(C) Students will like these devices better because they play computer games. 

(D) The Governor considered text books to be outdated. 

(E) Students cannot currently access online work for maths and science. 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q5] 

Recent news stories have mistakenly implied that animals can understand mathematics better 
than humans. Participants in a study were asked to state a choice of one of three doors, behind 
one of which there was a prize. Then the researcher opened one of the other two doors, 
revealing that there was no prize behind it. Asked if they would like to change their choice, 
most chose not to change. Switching to the remaining closed door would have increased their 
chance of winning. Even after playing the game many times, which allowed them to observe 
that they would win more often if they switched, most did not do so. When pigeons played a 
similar game, after a few attempts they switched every time. So the pigeons learnt from 
experience, whereas the people overanalysed and became confused. 

Which one of the following is an assumption underlying the above argument? 

(A) Birds are better than human beings at learning from experience. 

(B) Most people did not notice that they won more often if they switched. 

(C) The people were no better than the pigeons at calculating probability. 

(D) Most people thought that the probability of winning remained the same. 

(E) Learning from experience is not a mathematical process. 

 

[TSA, 2014S1Q6] 

Central Avenue is a long straight road, several kilometres long. Both my home and my office 
are on Central Avenue, and the diagram below shows their positions, together with two sets of 
traffic lights that lie in between. 

 
Both sets of lights turn to green for Central Avenue traffic simultaneously, showing green for 
exactly two minutes, turning green again exactly two minutes later. 

I cycle to work every morning at a steady speed of 5 metres per second (except, of course, 
whilst waiting at traffic lights). 

What is the longest journey time I can expect the journey to work to take? 

(A) 6 minutes 

(B) 7 minutes 

(C) 8 minutes 

(D) 9 minutes 

(E) 10 minutes 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q7] 

The United States Postal Service has an online guide to help people using their postal service. 
This is an extract: 

First Class Mail 

First class mail must be used for handwritten or personal correspondence. 

First Class Mail Rates – single piece rates. 

 
Letters: 30 cm long, 16 cm wide, 1 cm thick, maximum weight 360 grams. (Any item larger than 
this must be sent as a parcel). 

Parcels: Dimensions cannot exceed 1250 cm. 

I want to send two items through the post using first class mail. One is 50 cm long, 25 cm wide, 
10 cm thick and weighs 300 grams. The other is 20 cm long, 12 cm wide, 0.20 cm thick and 
weighs 110 grams. 

How much will it cost me to send the items? 

(A) $2.92 

(B) $3.53 

(C) $3.70 

(D) $4.04 

(E) $4.48 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q8] 

Below is Thomas Leslie Fuller’s brass paperweight, which shows his initials. 

 
Which one of the following is not a side view of Thomas’ paperweight when it is paced flat on 
a table (either side up)? 

   

A B C 

   

D E  

 

[TSA, 2014S1Q9] 

Action should be taken to prevent the use of children as low-cost labour in poor Asian countries 
in industries such as electronics, garment, shoe and toy manufacture. Nothing short of a ban on 
child labour is acceptable Child labour is an attractive proposition for employers: children have 
quick fingers, good eyesight and are often more productive than adults and do not have to be 
paid very much. And there's a ready supply, thanks to the number of children dropping out of 
education because their parents cannot afford to educate them. If children have to work they 
are denied their childhood and education. 

Which one of the following, if true, most weakens the above argument? 

(A) Laws governing the minimum age for employment do not exist everywhere. 

(B) It is well known that children work more consistently than adults. 

(C) Without the children's wages, the family could not afford to educate them anyway. 

(D) Without cheap child labour, the cost of manufactured goods would rise. 

(E) International agencies have long been pressing for free education for all. 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q10] 

During the Industrial Revolution, savvy entrepreneurs realised canals were a cost-effective, 
efficient way to move goods around the country. Gradually, however, canal carriage was 
replaced with other modes of transportation that were faster and cheaper. In twenty-first 
century Britain, most businesses choose to use road haulage as a means of transportation. With 
the rise in fuel costs and introduction of 'low emission' zones, road haulage is now becoming 
less practical and economical. As the roads grind to a halt, it will not be long before the canals 
once again become the backbone of goods transportation. 

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) Canal transport is unlikely to be as fast as road haulage. 

(B) Canals are not as convenient as the road network. 

(C) lt may be possible to make road haulage cheaper. 

(D) lt may be very expensive to re-open the disused canals. 

(E) Canals may not be the only alternative to road haulage. 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q11] 

The presence of an ethical symbol, such as 'right' or 'wrong', in a proposition adds nothing to 
its factual content. If I say to someone, 'You acted wrongly in stealing that money', I am not 
stating anything more than if I had simply said, 'You stole that money'. In adding that this action 
is wrong I am not making any further statement about it. I am simply evincing moral 
disapproval. It is as if I had said, 'You stole that money' in a tone of horror, or written it with 
exclamation marks after it. The tone, or exclamation mark, adds nothing to the literal meaning 
of the sentence. It merely serves to show that the expression is attended by certain feelings in 
the speaker. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Adding to a statement the words 'right' or 'wrong' does not alter its factual content. 

(B) 'You acted wrongly in stealing that money' just means 'you stole that money'. 

(C) When somebody states that something is wrong, they are making a statement of fact. 

(D) How people feel about an action is not relevant to the issue of whether it is right or wrong. 

(E) Saying that something is right or wrong is just a way of showing disapproval. 

 

[TSA, 2014S1Q12] 

David is planning a holiday for himself and his wife. He has a budget of £2,000 but wishes to 
retain about £600 for spending money. Below is a table showing different holiday possibilities. 

 

Which one of the following holiday possibilities leaves him with as near to £600 as possible? 

(A) Ten nights in Moscow, travelling by ferry and train. 

(B) Twelve nights in Cyprus. 

(C) Twelve days and nights in Scotland. 

(D) Twelve nights in Rome travelling by plane. 

(E) Seven nights in Paris travelling by plane. 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q13] 

The table below shows the energy values for the main foods used by volunteer wardens at a 
wild bird reserve to prepare a variety of feed mixes. 

 

A trainee volunteer has been asked to prepare a sample of a special mix to provide exactly 
5,000 calories. He has weighed out the first four ingredients but cannot read the required mass 
of the final ingredient because of an ink blot. This is what has been weighed out so far: 

mealworms 150 g, apple 150 g, raisins 250 g, suet 125 g 

What mass of sunflower seeds must be used to successfully complete the task? 

(A) 500 g 

(B) 520 g 

(C) 540 g 

(D) 560 g 

(E) 680 g 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q14] 

Sue takes her dog Freya to the park. She throws a stick for Freya to fetch. Freya runs to collect 
the stick and bring it back to Sue. While Freya is collecting the stick, Sue walks slowly towards 
Freya. 

Which one of the following graphs could correctly show the distance between Sue and Freya? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2014S1Q15] 

The funding of the BBC through a universal licensing system is considered by many to be 
outdated and unfair. There seem to be only a limited number of options for the continued 
funding of this public broadcasting network. Firstly, the licence fee system could continue as 
at present. Secondly, the BBC could raise its own revenue as a commercial company through 
advertising and sponsorship. Finally, the BBC could be paid for like other parts of the public 
sector, through general taxation. 

Funding of the BBC through taxation may raise questions about the BBC's independence from 
government. This independence might also be put at risk if the BBC had to operate as a 
commercial company. It might be unduly influenced by its advertising and sponsorship 
customers unless serious safeguards are put in place. 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion from the above passage? 

(A) There is no alternative to the licence fee. 

(B) The independence of the BBC is inevitably at risk. 

(C) Although not perfect, the licence fee is the best option. 

(D) General taxation will not be as efficient in raising revenue as the licence fee. 

(E) Commercial advertising on the BBC will damage the revenue prospects of the commercial 
broadcasters. 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q16] 

A palaeontologist has argued that T.rex could not have been a predator. He says this because 
few predators have small eyes (needed to see prey) small arms (needed to hold prey), and 
huge legs (meaning slow speed, all of which are true of T.rex and that there is no evidence for 
predation such as bones with T.rex teeth embedded in them. Instead, he argues, it must have 
been a scavenger as its skull shows it had a good sense of smell and its legs were suited for 
walking long distances. Other scientists disagree, pointing out that many predators do not use 
forelimbs in hunting and that the speed of any dinosaur is very hard to assess. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the palaeontologist's argument? 

(A) Predators do not leave their teeth embedded in the bones of their victims. 

(B) Generalisations cannot be made between modern and prehistoric periods. 

(C) T.rex could not have been both a scavenger and a predator. 

(D) All predators must be able to move quickly. 

(E) There are not enough fossilised remains yet for scientists to make a judgement. 

 

[TSA, 2014S1Q17] 

There was a 17 per cent decline in public library use in the UK between 1993 and 2003 
according to a report by CABE (The Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment). 
They suggest this is not due to a lack of public interest in reading books. Rather it is the 
authoritarian style and image of libraries with their rules about silence and fines for late 
returns of books. Those few libraries that have moved away from this image such as the one in 
Bournemouth, which provide cafes and 'chill-out' zones, have seen a 40 per cent increase in 
library use. Therefore it is clear that the future of the function of the UK library service will be 
more assured if all libraries follow this lead. 

Which one of the following, if true, would most strengthen the above argument? 

(A) The decline in public library use has not occurred in other European countries. 

(B) The main users of public libraries are school children looking for reference books. 

(C) Bookshops have experienced an increase in sales since 1993. 

(D) The use of computers in libraries has increased over the same period. 

(E) Few people who use new-style libraries use them to borrow books. 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q18] 

A main road crosses a side road and the junction is controlled by a set of traffic lights. The 
normal sequence is for the lights to be green for 25 seconds on the main road followed by 15 
seconds of green for the side road. There is also a pedestrian phase in the lights when all the 
road lights are red. If a pedestrian presses a button to cross any of the roads then, after the side 
road lights have been green, the pedestrian lights turn green for 10 seconds. Following a 
pedestrian phase, the main road green period is increased to 35 seconds to clear the build-up. 
Whenever any of the lights change there is a two-second period when all lights are red. The 
time on amber is included in the green times given above. 

What is the longest time traffic on the side road will have to wait for their lights to go green? 

(A) 19 seconds 

(B) 29 seconds 

(C) 45 seconds 

(D) 51 seconds 

(E) 66 seconds 

 

[TSA, 2014S1Q19] 

Elsie has six grandchildren. Their birthdays are as follows: 

 

Remarkably, in non-leap years the boys’ birthdays are on the 50th, 150th, 250th and 350th 
days of the year, whilst the girls’ birthdays are on the 123rd and 321st days, and all six are on 
different days of the week. 

Which other grandchild’s birthday is on the same days of the week as Ryan’s in a leap year? 

(A) Ralph 

(B) Rebecca 

(C) Richard 

(D) Robert 

(E) Ruth 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q20] 

Whenever my friend Alistair writes to me he does so entirely in code. He always uses symbols 
for letters but changes the code each time, so any particular symbol does not necessarily stand 
for the same letter of the alphabet every time. 

I always start to crack the code by looking at how he has written his name at the end of his 
letter. For instance, last time he was: 

 

In my last letter to him I asked him when he intends to visit me next. Today I have received a 
reply consisting of just one word as follows: 

 

When can I assume that he intends to appear? 

(A) TOMORROW 

(B) THURSDAY 

(C) SATURDAY 

(D) NOVEMBER 

(E) SOMETIME 

 

[TSA, 2014S1Q21] 

The Government are transferring the cost of a university education from the state to the 
student This is described as a reform which will put universities' finance on a sustainable 
footing with more freedom and less bureaucracy. ln addition it will lead to a greater choice for 
students with a focus on high quality teaching. The rise in tuition fees to 9,000 per year, making 
the cost of a three-year degree 27,000, should not be considered as too high. After all, the cost 
of a Mercedes Benz B-Class Sports Model is about the same price on the road as a three-year 
degree. This should put the rise in tuition fees into perspective and we can conclude that the 
tuition fees are very reasonable. 

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in this argument? 

(A) A university education is worth more than a car. 

(B) The cost of a car is not relevant. 

(C) Transferring the cost from the state to the student is not fair. 

(D) There is no evidence that students will have greater choice. 

(E) Universities will have to raise the fees in future. 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q22] 

You probably don't have to be a cat-lover to enjoy The Great Race - an excellent short film about 
a Yorkshireman who goes running with (and against) his one-eyed cat. Now he wants to make 
it a full-length film, but this is a mistake Eight minutes of feline fun is about as much as any 
audience can take. Cats are like babies in this respect: endlessly fascinating to their owners, 
enjoyable only in short bursts for everyone else. 

Which one of the following most clearly parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) Almost any subject can be made into a short film. However, there are very few which are 
interesting enough to be made into full-length movies. 

(B) When you study history the first things you learn about a new topic or period can be dull: 
the interest lies in the increasing fascination of the arguments and detail you discover as 
you read more deeply and get to know it, and the people, better. 

(C) lt is always a mistake to assume that just because people like you, they share your 
enthusiasm for babies and cats. 

(D) My friends are just back from holiday. I shall be keen to see a few photographs but dread 
being invited round for a whole evening being enthusiastically shown pictures of the same 
group standing in front of different places. 

(E) The problem with making films about subjects such as cats and babies is that there is not 
enough variety in their behaviour to be interesting for more than a short period of time. 

 

[TSA, 2014S1Q23] 

The Universities Minister faced a torrent of criticism when he suggested that students could 
find themselves "cut-price degrees" at the last minute as universities charging the new 
maximum fee of 9,000 would slash prices to fill any vacant places. The chair of a group of 
student unions attacked the proposal, saying: "lf a student qualifies for a place they will pay 
one amount, while someone who fails but then gets an unfiled place at the end will somehow 
pay less." Clearly this turns justice on its head. 

Which one of the following best matches the principle underlying the above argument? 

(A) lf you wait until the last minute to book a holiday you can often pay less than if you booked 
well in advance. 

(B) Someone who applies for a job after the closing date should not be appointed over 
someone who applied in time. 

(C) lt would be wrong in any competitive event to reward those who are second-best more 
than those who win outright. 

(D) Education should not be treated like a commodity which can be bought and sold. 

(E) A convicted criminal should not be released early just because the prisons are 
overcrowded. 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q24] 

A hotel offers its guests a dinner allowance of £28.50 per night. A guest wishes to spend up to 
her allowance on a three course meal without overspending. 

Here is the menu: 

 
What is the largest sum she can spend without exceeding the limit? 

(A) £28.05 

(B) £28.30 

(C) £28.35 

(D) £28.40 

(E) £28.45 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q25] 

Chris is an actor and recently feels he has become overweight. He aims to lose at least 7.5 lbs 
over the next 10 weeks. He decides he is able to walk the following number of miles over each 
of the next ten weeks: 

Mondays – 5 miles 

Wednesdays – 5 miles 

Saturdays – 8 miles 

Sundays – 8 miles 

The table shows calories burned per mile by walking at various speeds. 

 

NB: A lb in fat equals 3500 calories 

What is the slowest speed he needs to walk at to lose at least 7.5 lbs if he starts at 180 lbs? 

(A) 2.5 mph 

(B) 3.0 mph 

(C) 4.0 mph 

(D) 4.5 mph 

(E) 5.0 mph 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q26] 

The bar chart shows the amount of money in the savings accounts of three friends at the start 
of the year. 

 

Since then, they have all spent the same amount of money from their accounts and the amount 
in Belinda’s account has halved. 

Which one of the following pie charts could represent the amounts of money in the accounts 
now? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  

  



2018 
ueie.com 

18 

 ｜TSA 历年真题集 (2008-2021) 

TSA Past Paper 2014 18 

[TSA, 2014S1Q27] 

We need to find solutions to the problem of high levels of carbon dioxide emissions. A number 
of solutions are being proposed but one of the most promising is that of using willow trees as 
a fuel for generating electricity. There are many environmental advantages in using willow. 
Burning wood has the environmental advantage that in doing so one releases into the 
atmosphere only as much carbon dioxide as the trees themselves absorbed. In addition, 
plantations of willows will not only support the insects on which songbirds feed, but also, being 
trees that thrive in wet areas, they will help to conserve our threatened wetlands. Other 
countries, such as Sweden, have already recognised the advantages of using willow for fuel. We 
should follow their example. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the argument above? 

(A) We need to solve the problem of the high rate of carbon dioxide emissions. 

(B) We should use willow trees as a means of generating electricity. 

(C) Using willow as a fuel will reduce the level of carbon dioxide emissions. 

(D) Planting willows on a large scale will help conserve our wildlife. 

(E) There are many environmental advantages in using willow trees for fuel. 

 

[TSA, 2014S1Q28] 

Brazilian police in Bahia recently ended their strike over low pay, which lasted 12 days and 
saw the region's homicide rate double. During that time, politicians accused some police 
officers of causing panic by encouraging looting while on strike. Now the strike has ended they 
have offered an amnesty against the punishment of any striking officers as long as they did not 
commit any crimes during the strike. For their part, the officers have received a 6.5 per cent 
pay rise and have complained that they were played off against the public and ended their 
strike so they could properly police the Salvador carnival. The Government contest this and 
say their decision to stop salary payments to any officers still on strike is what made the police 
return to work. 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion from the above passage? 

(A) The police will halve the homicide rate in Bahia now they are back at work. 

(B) The Salvador carnival will be policed by a full-strength police force on improved pay. 

(C) The Government had to threaten to cut off police pay to get them to go back to work. 

(D) The police were happy to accept a 6.5 per cent pay rise. 

(E) The Government knows it was underpaying officers, which is why it chose not to punish 
them for going on strike. 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q29] 

When preparing for examinations, it is important that students do not suppress any emotional 
or other problems they might be having during their course of study. A good way of revealing 
problems is the creation of a partnership and a discussion between students, parents and 
teachers. This is far preferable to the problems only becoming apparent with the arrival of the 
results causing upset and disappointment for all concerned. Therefore, if schools and colleges 
create as many opportunities as possible for three-way meetings between students, parents 
and teachers, they will make a valuable contribution to their students' achievements in 
examinations. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) Other factors besides emotional problems are not important in determining examination 
success. 

(B) The three parties involved are able to exchange views constructively when they meet. 

(C) Students often do not communicate as well with their parents as they do with teachers. 

(D) The problems revealed by the three-way discussion can always be solved. 

(E) Emotional factors are just as important for students' success as their academic ability. 

 

[TSA, 2014S1Q30] 

David has a new cycle computer but has not learned all the functions yet so can only read the 
cumulative mileage and average speed of all of the journeys since he fitted it. On his first 
journey using it he covered 15 km at an average speed of 30 km/h. He can work out from this 
that the journey took him 15/30 hours or exactly 30 minutes. After the second journey, his 
cumulative mileage was 24 km and overall average speed 32 km/h. 

What was his average speed on the second journey? 

(A) 18 km/h 

(B) 31 km/h 

(C) 34 km/h 

(D) 36 km/h 

(E) 45 km/h 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q31] 

I have bought a combination lock for my bicycle. The combination is a three-digit number in 
the range 000-999 and it is currently set to the manufacturer’s default combination of 999. 
Before I use the lock I need to set the combination. I want to use a combination where all three 
digits are different. 

How many combinations are there in the range 000-999 where all three digits are different? 

(A) 504 

(B) 720 

(C) 810 

(D) 900 

(E) 990 

 

[TSA, 2014S1Q32] 

A regular octahedron is a solid composed of eight equilateral triangles, as shown in the image 
below: 

 
Which one of the following paper shapes will fold into an octahedron? 

 

 
 

A B C 

  

 

D E  

  



2014 
ueie.com 

 21 

 ｜TSA Past Paper Collection (2008-2021) 

  TSA Past Paper 2014 21 

[TSA, 2014S1Q33] 

It is a strange fact that many people find violence entertaining as long as it's fictional. 
Encountering a chainsaw-wielding maniac on television in one's own home is obviously less 
traumatising than meeting one at the bus stop. But is it actually fun? The same is often true of 
reading crime novels. Take, for example, the popularity of the violent Swedish ‘Millennium 
Trilogy’, also now made into films. Psychologists call this enjoyment ‘the horror paradox’. 

However, today's increase in violent - and rankly unpleasant - crime proves that, for a growing 
number of people, simply reading about or watching horror on screen is not enough ‘fun’: they 
need to go out to stalk and horribly kill a passer-by to get their kicks. 

Which one of the following, if true, most weakens the above argument? 

(A) Most murders take place within the family unit and are premeditated. 

(B) Fantasy violence in series like ‘Star Trek’ or ‘Dr Who’ has been around for many years. 

(C) lt is younger people today who watch horror films or read crime novels. 

(D) Access to violence on DVD and TV makes a mockery of the film classification system. 

(E) lt is quite easy for most people to tell the difference between fact and fiction. 

 

[TSA, 2014S1Q34] 

A recent peaceful demonstration against government cuts ended in violence caused by 
relatively small numbers of 'anarchists' attacking police and property. Anarchism is a political 
philosophy, and as a group, anarchists tend to be unable to agree among themselves on exactly 
what it means. But what does it tell us about these events or about those involved if we call 
everyone with a brick in their hand an anarchist? Given that the central idea all anarchists have 
in common is the abolition of the state (not necessarily by violence), 'anarchist' is a daft way 
to characterise the violent hangers-on of a demonstration protesting not for but against the 
shrinking of the state. 

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the argument above? 

(A) The fact that some anarchists are peaceful does not mean that violent demonstrators 
cannot be anarchists. 

(B) The protesters against government cuts are not protesting against a shrinking of the state. 

(C) The presence of anarchists at a demonstration does not mean that they agree with its 
official aims. 

(D) The diverse nature of anarchism makes it possible to call anyone an anarchist, as even they 
do not know exactly what the word means. 

(E) The violent demonstrators want the Government to increase, not cut, spending. 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q35] 

Acting on government advice, schools in England now provide only semi-skimmed milk to 
pupils. This assumes that all children are similarly at risk of becoming obese and ignores the 
benefits full-fat milk may bring to many children, including vegetarians and those who are 
underweight. lt is another example of the Government interfering unhelpfully in the way 
people live their lives. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) The Government assumes that all children are equally likely to become obese. 

(B) There are benefits in some children being given full-fat milk. 

(C) The advice is an example of unhelpful interference by the Government. 

(D) Not all children should be given semi-skimmed milk at school. 

(E) The Government's advice about milk will have a negative effect on health. 

 

[TSA, 2014S1Q36] 

Lucy allowed an hour to travel to a job interview, intending to arrive exactly on time. The train 
which she took arrived ten minutes late by her watch. The taxi which she then took got caught 
in a traffic jam for an unexpected 15 minutes and walking to the appropriate room took five 
minutes longer than anticipated. The clock in the interview room was running 30 minutes 
slower than Lucy’s watch which was running ten minutes fast. 

According to the clock in the interview room, when did Lucy arrive? 

(A) She was ten minutes early. 

(B) She was ten minutes late. 

(C) She was thirty minutes late. 

(D) She was six minutes late. 

(E) She was on time. 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q37] 

My current membership of the squash club is about to expire and so I wish to renew it. The 
options available to me are given in the table below and have not changed since I joined as a 
new member six months ago (a change in membership type counts as a renewal, not a new 
member). 

 

I am currently a Gold member, but I do not want to enter competitions any more as I play only 
once a month. I do need a locker when I visit and the normal cost to hire a locker is £2 per visit. 
I want to choose a membership that will give me the smallest possible total cost for a full year. 

What will be the difference between the amount that I will pay now and the amount I paid six 
months ago? 

(A) I will pay £32 less. 

(B) I will pay £30 less. 

(C) I will pay £12 less. 

(D) I will pay £8 less. 

(E) I will pay £5 more. 

 

[TSA, 2014S1Q38] 

The table shows the number of children in the town of Lancester aged 11 and 16 who play 
various sports after school. 

 

In which sport was the proportion of 11-year-old to 16-year-old children nearest to that for 
swimming? 

(A) Football 

(B) Cricket 

(C) Hockey 

(D) Tennis 

(E) Squash  
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[TSA, 2014S1Q39] 

Many argue that successive government programmes to increase road safety have caused a 
progressive decline in the number of accidents on our roads. However, some observers have 
shown that the real number of accidents may be much higher than those officially recorded, 
with many accidents simply not being reported by drivers. They also point to the fact that, 
during the most recent period in which accident figures decreased, hospital admission rates 
for road accidents have remained fairly constant. 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion from the above passage? 

(A) Optimism about ever-improving road safety may be unfounded. 

(B) Government programmes have been unsuccessful in reducing the number of accidents. 

(C) Hospital admissions are a good way of measuring changes in the number of accidents on 
our roads. 

(D) Road safety has improved greatly in recent years. 

(E) Drivers should be required to report all accidents that occur on the road. 

 

[TSA, 2014S1Q40] 

Concern has been expressed about the UK Government policy of expanding the number of 
university places available. It is argued that the economy does not need the number of 
graduates that this policy produces. However, graduate unemployment has actually decreased 
since the policy of expansion was implemented. This shows that the Government has wisely 
anticipated the employment demands of an expanding modern 'high-tech' economy and that 
the policy of increasing the supply of university places is an appropriate response. 

Which one of the following is an assumption underlying the above argument? 

(A) An increasing number of graduates is necessary for any economic growth. 

(B) Modern 'high-tech' economies will always need a substantial supply of graduates. 

(C) Graduates have not taken large numbers of jobs previously done by non-graduates. 

(D) Many jobs done by graduates do not require a graduate qualification. 

(E) Expansion of university places is always in response to the needs of the economy. 

  



2014 
ueie.com 

 25 

 ｜TSA Past Paper Collection (2008-2021) 

  TSA Past Paper 2014 25 

[TSA, 2014S1Q41] 

The number of crimes carried out by girls has increased significantly. The rise in offences such 
as criminal damage, public disorder, robbery and minor assaults by girls under 18 are all seen 
as linked to a rise in alcohol consumption. So the greater availability of alcohol is contributing 
to rising crime levels among young girls. 

Which one of the following, if true, would most weaken the above argument? 

(A) Greater alcohol consumption is associated with crime in males as well as females. 

(B) Girls who commit offences are now more likely to be prosecuted for them. 

(C) The greater availability of alcohol affects all age groups. 

(D) Offences of violence and disorder were traditionally associated with males. 

(E) Girls under 18 are drinking too much higher levels than in previous years. 

 

[TSA, 2014S1Q42] 

The table below shows the mean maximum daily temperature for Oxford for each year from 
1905 to 1920 along with a moving 5-year average (the value shown beside 1920 is the average 
from 1916 to 1920 inclusive). Three values are missing from the table. 

 

What value should be in the position marked ‘y’? 

(A) 13.30 

(B) 13.64 

(C) 13.58 

(D) 13.66 

(E) 13.72 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q43] 

Fred is carrying out a three-year biological survey which depends on anglers sending in scale 
samples of fish that they catch. The survey covers five rivers and Fred has set a target for the 
numbers of sets of fish scales returned from each river each year. Unfortunately, by the end of 
the second year the number of scale sets returned has fallen well short of target. 

 

The anglers who participated in the survey sent scales from all the fish they caught. For which 
river was the average catch per angler sending in scales the highest in any one year? 

(A) Dark 

(B) Fare 

(C) Gwynt 

(D) Tine 

(E) Yarrow 

 

[TSA, 2014S1Q44] 

Allan wishes to visit a client on floor 8 of a building with 10 floors (including the ground floor). 
He enters the lift on the ground floor. His client has explained by email that the floors are 
indicated by an illuminated matrix but there is a notice stating that two of the lights are not 
working. 

 

Allan enters the lift and pushes the button. Just then he starts to sneeze, distracting his 
attention from the display. The lift leaves the ground floor, travels, then stops. He glances at 
the display and concludes he could be on floor 8 so he gets out. In fact he is on the wrong floor. 

On how many of the floors could Allan have got out by mistake? 

(A) 5 

(B) 6 

(C) 7 

(D) 8 

(E) 9 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q45] 

Some people believe that raw food is healthier than cooked food because cooking destroys 
vitamins. However, we should be grateful that our ancestors discovered how to cook. 
Researchers have found that people who stuck to a raw food diet for three years suffered from 
chronic energy deficiency and lost a lot of weight. Cooked food is easier to digest, so enables us 
to take in the necessary calories without too much expenditure of energy. Cooking also 
removes toxins from food, making cooked food safer. This has the result that our bodies are 
not very good at disposing of toxins naturally, but this is not a problem provided that our diet 
consists principally of cooked food. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Raw food is no better for our health than cooked food. 

(B) Human bodies are not very good at disposing of toxins. 

(C) We should be grateful that our ancestors discovered cooking. 

(D) A raw food diet can cause lack of energy and weight loss. 

(E) Cooked food is both safer and easier to digest than raw food. 

 

[TSA, 2014S1Q46] 

The level of light pollution must be low in order to be able to observe the moon, planets and 
stars. My house is in the darkness of the countryside so stargazing will always be possible from 
my back garden. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) My train must be on time if l am going to catch my plane. The train is now half an hour late 
so l will not get to the airport on time. 

(B) My doctor has told me that contact with a sufferer is necessary if someone is to catch flu. 
Ten members of my class now have flu so l am bound to catch it. 

(C) We need to have an exceptionally high tide on this part of the coast for flooding to occur 
There has not been a flood so therefore there cannot have been exceptionally high tides. 

(D) Boiling water is essential to make an excellent cup of tea. The water used to make my 
aunt's tea was not hot enough so she did not enjoy it. 

(E) The finest wines in the world come from France. I buy French wines to ensure that l always 
have the best. 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q47] 

Although boxing is unacceptable, other risky sports are not. When people get injured or killed 
in horse sports, motor sports or while climbing, yachting or skydiving it is because things have 
gone horribly wrong. When people get killed in boxing it is because things have gone horribly 
right. The aim of any boxing match is to cause more permanent brain damage to your opponent 
than you yourself sustain. 

Which one of the following best illustrates the principle underlying the argument? 

(A) Laws are made to protect people from risks of which they are not fully aware. 

(B) Medical treatment should be limited to those who do not pursue lifestyles which cause 
medical conditions. 

(C) Spectator events where people take pleasure in others' misfortune should be banned. 

(D) We should not make bonfire parties illegal in the way that arson is. 

(E) Different attitudes to risk in life can be expressed in sport. 

 

[TSA, 2014S1Q48] 

Amy is researching her family history. She has two parents and four grandparents. However, 
she discovers that, among her great grandparents, two sisters from one family married two 
brothers from another. 

How many great-great grandparents has she? 

(A) 8 

(B) 10 

(C) 12 

(D) 14 

(E) 16 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q49] 

The West Water Canoe School offers tuition in basic canoeing skills. There are 18 canoes for 
students to use. The school offers a minimum instructor to student ratio of 1 ∶ 6  and a 
minimum of two instructors for any group. 

Instructors are hired by the centre on a casual basis and are paid only for the time they actually 
work. Instructors are paid £6 per hour and are expected to use their own canoes. 

The cost for students depends on the numbers in the group and the length of the session. Costs 
are set out in the table below. 

 
What is the maximum profit the centre can make from a group after paying the instructors for 
a two-hour session? 

(A) £108 

(B) £180 

(C) £198 

(D) £216 

(E) £360 
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[TSA, 2014S1Q50] 

The cost of entry to the Victoria and David Museum is as follows: 

Adults £7 

Children £4 

Senior Citizens £5 

This Chart shows the breakdown of yesterday’s total takings of £679 by age group. 

 
Which one of the following pie charts shows the number of visitors in each age group that paid 
to enter the museum yesterday? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  
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TSA 2014 S2 
Time Allowed: 30 minutes 

 

微信扫码在线完成考试，考试结束后由教师人工阅卷判分。 

This question paper contains a choice of four tasks, of which you must answer only one. 
There is space on the question paper for preliminary notes. Your answer must be written 
on the answer sheet provided. No additional answer sheets may be used. Candidates 
with permission to use a word processor must not exceed 1200 words. 

The questions each provide an opportunity for you to show how well you can select, 
develop and organise ideas and communicate them effectively in writing. 

It is important that your answer is relevant to the question and addresses it directly. 
This is not a test of knowledge, nor is it assumed that the questions have right or wrong 
answers. If the question requires you to make judgements and express your opinions, try 
to provide coherent arguments to support your views and consider the merits of possible 
counter arguments. 

Before you begin writing, take time to think carefully about what you need to say and 
the ways in which the organisation of your response might help convey your message. 

Note that your response must be contained in the space provided on a single two-page 
answer sheet. The disciplines involved in this are considered key features of the task. 

Take care to show how well you can write and be concise, clear and accurate. You must 
complete your answer sheet within the time limit. 

Dictionaries and calculators are NOT permitted. 

  

 

TSA 2014 S2 

Online Exam 

https://appau7lmfib7689.h5.xiaoeknow.com/evaluation_wechat/examination/introduce/ex_60f0f1b6465f0_dJTPGabk
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[TSA, 2014S2] 

YOU MUST ANSWER ONLY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

1. How much should we test a medicine before making it widely available? 

 

2. Should statistics be a compulsory subject of study at school? Why, or why not? 

 

3. Should Western nations refuse to trade with countries in which child labour is used? 

 

4. In our country, every citizen has one vote. A scheme is proposed which allows anybody to 
buy additional votes if they want to, with the proceeds being used to pay for good causes. 
Would this be a good scheme? 

 



 

  TSA Past Paper 2015 1 

TSA 2015 S1 
Time Allowed: 90 minutes 

 

微信扫码完成在线考试后，自动判分并呈现完整解析、错题录入错题本。 

Speed as well as accuracy is important in this section. Work quickly, or you may not finish 
the paper. There are no penalties for incorrect responses, only marks for correct answers, 
so you should attempt all 50 questions. Each question is worth one mark. 

Answer on the sheet provided. Questions ask you to show your choice between five options. 
Choose the one option you consider correct and record your choice on the separate answer 
sheet. If you make a mistake, erase thoroughly and try again. 

You must complete the answer sheet within the time limit. 

You can use the question paper for rough working or notes, but no extra paper is allowed. 

Calculators are NOT permitted. 
  

 

TSA 2015 S1 

Online Exam 

https://appau7lmfib7689.h5.xiaoeknow.com/evaluation_wechat/examination/introduce/ex_60dbdac2829fa_gTokG3Ao
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[TSA, 2015S1Q1] 

Heroin and cocaine are not the only illegal drugs with a terrible impact on global health. 
Counterfeit medicines can also do damage. Some of these fakes contain potentially toxic 
chemicals, and when taken to treat a disease they can kill. Others are like homeopathic 
remedies - while harmless in themselves, as they contain no active ingredients, they do not 
work as advertised. Efforts to tackle drug crime have prioritised illegal drugs and so have not 
dealt with crimes that are just as serious. This should now be remedied. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above passage? 

(A) Heroin and cocaine have a terrible impact on global health. 

(B) Counterfeit medicines can be just as dangerous as heroin and cocaine. 

(C) Homeopathic remedies are not effective. 

(D) Counterfeit medicines may contain toxic chemicals. 

(E) More time and effort should be put into tackling counterfeit medicines. 

 

[TSA, 2015S1Q2] 

A public telephone has been vandalised and will take only 50 pence coins and 10 pence coins. 
A woman puts £8.50 into the phone to make a long-distance call with twenty-five coins. Five 
10 pence coins are returned when she finishes her call. 

What combination of coins is retained by the machine? 

(A) Twice as many 10s as 50s. 

(B) One-and-a-half times as many 50s as 10s. 

(C) The same number of 50s and 10s. 

(D) Three times as many 50s as 10s. 

(E) One-and-a-half times as many 10s as 50s. 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q3] 

All European countries have seen a decline in the number of people who vote in elections. In 
the2005 General Election in the UK only 61% of those eligible to vote did so. When this 
percentage is further broken down to show the number of people who voted for the political 
party that went on to form the government, the number is even lower. Of those who did vote, 
only 35% voted for the party that won power. lt becomes clear, therefore, that the party voted 
into government did not have legitimacy, if 'legitimacy' is defined as the government having 
the support of the majority of the people. 

Which one of the following represents a flaw in the argument above? 

(A) Those eligible to vote who do not vote forfeit the right to criticise the composition of the 
government. 

(B) A government may have the support of eligible voters who did not exercise their right to 
vote. 

(C) The responsibility for lack of legitimacy lies with non-voters, not the government. 

(D) The argument does not give an explanation for the decline in voting. 

(E) The definition of legitimacy needs to be revised in the light of low voter turnout. 

 

[TSA, 2015S1Q4] 

Only John Lewis, the nationally adored and trusted UK retail group, can get away with the 
shamelessly sentimental marketing that they do. More than 100,000 people watched and re- 
watched on YouTube in the first week it was available their most popular 'Always a Woman' 
advertisement. If anyone else had dreamt it up, they would have been pilloried as sexist and 
out- of-touch. In it, John Lewis offers a politically incorrect view of modern womanhood: pair-
bonding and breeding are significant milestones, they say, not making CEO of a company. 
Surprisingly however, figures show that the retailer has magnificently outperformed every 
single rival. 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion from the above passage? 

(A) The British public will accept anything from John Lewis. 

(B) Marketing that plays on our emotions is morally reprehensible. 

(C) Marriage and motherhood suit women more than business achievement. 

(D) The number of hits on YouTube is a good measure of success. 

(E) In the right hands an appeal to sentiment can be a successful marketing tool. 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q5] 

In the 1920s and 1930s there were successes for extremist parties in elections across Europe 
Several of these parties formed governments and were directly involved in starting the Second 
World War. In recent elections extremist parties were particularly successful at the expense of 
the more traditional parties. lt is possible that this dangerous situation will get worse. Our 
schools must teach children about the link between extremist politics and war in order to 
reduce the likelihood of future wars. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) Events in history inevitably repeat themselves in the future. 

(B) lt is not the job of parents to teach children about politics. 

(C) Teaching about the link between extremist politics and war will cause fewer people to vote 
for extremist parties. 

(D) Extremism is the main reason that countries go to war. 

(E) The recent election success of extremist parties will continue to grow. 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q6] 

William wants to cook roast beef and potatoes for himself and four friends. From his cookbook 
he gets the following information: 

BEEF Medium oven Hot oven 
Rare --- 10 minutes per 500 g 
Medium rare 20 minutes per 500 g plus 20 mins 15 minutes per 500 g plus 15 minutes 
Well done 39 minutes per 500 g plus 30 minutes --- 
Allow 300 g per person 

After removing from the oven, the meat should be allowed to stand for 10 minutes. 

ROAST POTATOES Medium oven Hot oven 
 40 minutes 30 minutes 

William buys a joint of the correct weight and decides to cook it medium rare in a hot oven. 

How long after putting the beef in the oven should he put in the potatoes, so that both will be 
ready to serve at the same time? 

(A) 25 minutes 

(B) 30 minutes 

(C) 31 minutes 

(D) 40 minutes 

(E) 50 minutes  
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[TSA, 2015S1Q7] 

A teacher is going to award a prize to her most deserving pupil in the current school year. She 
has narrowed it down to five students and must make her final judgements. She won't give the 
prize to anyone who has been late to her lessons more than twice. She won't give it to anyone 
who has failed to complete more than two pieces of homework by the deadline set. After these 
criteria have been met, the prize will be awarded to the student with the fewest non-A-grade 
pieces of work. 

Pupil Year 
group 

No. of 
lessons 
missed 

No. of 
times late 
for lesson 

No. of 
homeworks 

set 

Homeworks 
completed by 

deadline 

Homeworks 
with grade A 

Andrew 8 4 1 60 56 58 
Carole 11 2 2 56 56 53 

Edward 9 6 2 59 56 58 
Grace 10 6 3 58 57 56 

Ian 11 10 2 54 53 52 
Which student will be awarded the prize? 

(A) Andrew 

(B) Carole 

(C) Edward 

(D) Grace 

(E) Ian 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q8] 

Plankton are small plants and animals present in the sea. The animal plankton feed on the plant 
plankton. The rate at which the plant plankton are produced depends on sea temperature and 
the amount of sunlight. 

In tropical regions there is little variation of plankton production through the year. Variations 
are much bigger at temperate and polar latitudes. Plant plankton production always rises 
before that of animal plankton. 

The following graphs show the production rates of plankton in the northern hemisphere: 

 

In the northern hemisphere winter is in December, January and February. In the southern 
hemisphere it is in June, July and August. 

Which one of the following graphs provides a good representation of plankton production in 
the southern polar region? 

   
A B C 

  

 

D E  
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[TSA, 2015S1Q9] 

A study of shooting victims in Philadelphia has found that people who carry guns are far more 
likely to be shot than those who are unarmed. Researchers at the University of Pennsylvania 
looked at 677 shootings over two and a half years, taking into account various factors such as 
the age and socioeconomic status of those involved. The researchers concluded that armed 
citizens were 4.5 times more likely to get shot and 4.2 times more likely to get killed than those 
who were unarmed. Therefore, it is significantly safer not to carry a gun in Philadelphia. 

Which one of the following, if true, most weakens the above argument? 

(A) Some of those shot were carrying concealed weapons. 

(B) People carrying guns have a sense of empowerment. 

(C) People who are at risk of getting shot are more likely to carry a gun. 

(D) People carrying guns are likely to overreact in potentially violent situations. 

(E) The bearing of arms is protected by the Second Amendment of the US Constitution. 

 

[TSA, 2015S1Q10] 

Recurring dreams (those that you keep on having time after time) make good sense when you 
think of them as messages from your unconscious. Some messages are too important to send 
just once in case you don't understand them first time around or don't realise their importance. 
So, a recurring dream must contain a message that is worth repeating over and over. 

Which one of the following identifies the flaw in the reasoning in the above argument? 

(A) Supernatural explanations for natural events do not make any sense. 

(B) Even if an explanation makes good sense it is not necessarily true. 

(C) Not everyone remembers the dreams they have had. 

(D) Not all dreams contain messages. 

(E) Sometimes we may dream that we have had a dream before. 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q11] 

Conspicuous consumption does not make us happy. Buying a flashy car sends the message: 'I've 
got so many resources, I can afford to squander them.' Paying more for organic foods signals 
another desirable trait: conscientiousness. We put too much effort into sending signals that 
don't actually impress others and cause us stress. We evolved into emotionally well-balanced 
individuals thousands of years ago. To be truly happy now, we should devote more time to the 
activities that dominated life back then: being at one with nature, being with children, or 
holding face-to-face conversations. We need to evaluate our lives and make sure they include 
many of those things we were doing 250,000 years ago. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Sending out signals to impress others is a waste of time. 

(B) We need to decide what is really important in our lives. 

(C) Our ancestors were emotionally better balanced than we are today. 

(D) To be really happy, we should behave more like our ancestors did. 

(E) Today's complex and competitive lifestyle makes us discontented and unhappy. 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q12] 

A market research company conducted a survey into the relative popularity of two soft drinks 
with the following results (all figures are percentages): 

 Age 5-15 Age 15-25 Age 25-35 Age over 35 

Prefer Drink A 28 38 32 24 

Prefer Drink B 20 31 33 19 

No preference 33 12 22 34 

Don’t know 19 19 13 23 

The same number of people were surveyed in each age group. 

Which one of the following conclusions can be justifiably drawn from the results? 

(A) Drink A is consistently more popular than Drink B. 

(B) There were more people with a preference for Drink B than with no preference. 

(C) More people in the age group 5-15 expressed a preference than did not. 

(D) Fewer people had a preference than those who did not. 

(E) More than 20% of people did not know which they preferred. 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q13] 

My monthly electricity bill is calculated as a standing charge plus an amount per unit used. At 
the beginning of one month my electricity company decided to change the tariff by reducing 
the standing charge and increasing the cost per unit. This was intended to help customers who 
use less electricity. 

The table below shows my consumption and monthly charges for the whole year. 

Month Unites used Charge (£) Month Units used Charge (£) 

Jan 125 42.50 Jul 60 36.00 

Feb 150 45.00 Aug 70 37.00 

Mar 130 43.00 Sep 80 36.00 

Apr 110 41.00 Oct 100 40.00 

May 95 39.50 Nov 110 42.00 

June 75 37.50 Dec 130 46.00 

At the beginning of which month was the tariff changed? 

(A) February 

(B) April 

(C) August 

(D) September 

(E) December 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q14] 

A survey has shown the following relationships between parental occupation, type of school 
and educational success at GCSE level: 

 

 

Which one of the following can be inferred from these tables? 

(A) All children of managerial-class parents attend independent schools. 

(B) The majority of children whose parents are office workers attend independent schools. 

(C) School type is more important than parental occupation in determining educational 
success. 

(D) The parental background of children in independent schools is more restricted than that 
of children in comprehensive schools. 

(E) Factors other than type of school attended may be important in determining educational 
success. 

 

[TSA, 2015S1Q15] 

Currently 56% of British school children do not study a foreign language at all at GCSE, and 
seven university language departments have closed in the past seven years. People with only 
one language feel disempowered, whereas those who speak other languages are comfortable 
to travel the world. Once you can speak their languages, some of the mystique of foreigners 
goes away and you feel less intimidated by them. Good language skills are also important in the 
international business world. 

Which one of the following conclusions is best supported by the passage above? 

(A) British education does not adequately equip people to interact in a global environment. 

(B) If Britons were more proficient in languages they would enjoy holidays overseas more. 

(C) The drop in language learning in Britain has put many language teachers out of work. 

(D) Britons do not see the need to learn other languages, as most foreigners learn English. 

(E) The poor language skills of British businessmen are holding back many potentially 
lucrative deals. 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q16] 

School science lessons were once the place of bangs, flashes, smells, blood and droplets of 
mercury on the bench Few, if any, people ever died from these experiences. Now, the activities 
that once made science fun are rare - banned on health and safety grounds. lt has been reported 
that governments are concerned about the decreasing percentage of students enrolling on 
science courses at universities. lf they do wish to reverse this trend, they need to take steps to 
curtail the pervasive 'health and safety' culture in which we now live. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) It does not matter if only a few people died as a result of school science lessons. 

(B) Doing exciting activities in science lessons leads to a higher take-up of science courses at 
university. 

(C) There is no reason to ban science practicals that are only minimally dangerous. 

(D) Health and safety legislation has had only a negative effect on education. 

(E) Science is only fun if it is dangerous. 

 

[TSA, 2015S1Q17] 

In the UK, house prices have risen at far greater rates than inflation, fuelled by unprecedented 
levels of borrowing. Because of these high prices, owning their own home has become 
unaffordable for many people. Those who are able to 'own' their own home must do so 
burdened by a huge level of debt. Since the recent financial crisis can be attributed in part to 
those who were unable to meet the repayments on their debts, governments should attempt 
to tackle the problem at its root and take action to prevent a continued rise in house prices 
above the level of inflation. 

Which one of the following, if true, most strengthens the above argument? 

(A) The gap between the average house price and average salary has continued to widen over 
the past five years. 

(B) House prices have fallen sharply and are no longer increasing at such dramatic rates. 

(C) Mortgage companies are more reluctant to lend money without substantial deposits. 

(D) There are few practical interventions that governments could make to lower house prices. 

(E) Many people are dependent on the value of their property increasing more than the value 
of their loan in order to pay off their mortgage. 

  



2019 
ueie.com 

14 

 ｜TSA 历年真题集 (2008-2021) 

TSA Past Paper 2015 14 

[TSA, 2015S1Q18] 

There are 420 candidates sitting a public exam in a college. The sports hall can accommodate 
210 students; once this has been filled there are other rooms available that are much smaller. 
The following is a list of the number of single desks that have been set up in each room: 

26, 20, 24, 28, 24, 20, 24, 16, 20, 18, 26. 

The rooms have sufficient space for all the candidates who are not in the sports hall. The exams 
officer wants to leave the same number of empty desks in each of these rooms. 

What procedure should the exams officer adopt to work out how many students to have in each 
room? 

(A) Divide the total number of candidates by the total number of workspaces in each room 
and take that number away from the capacity of each of the rooms. 

(B) Add up the total capacity of the rooms, subtract that number from the total number of 
candidates, divide the result by the total number of rooms and then subtract that number 
from the capacity of each room. 

(C) Add up the total capacity of the rooms, subtract the total number of candidates from that 
figure, divide the result by the total number of rooms and subtract that number from the 
capacity of each room. 

(D) Divide the total capacity by the number of students and then take that number away from 
the capacity of each room. 

(E) Add up the total capacity of the rooms and divide by the total number of candidates. 
Multiply the result by the total number of rooms, which gives the number of students to 
place in each room. 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q19] 

Steve and Jen are getting married and would like to have their reception in a marquee. There 
will be 80 people attending in total and they would like to have the most expensive tables and 
chairs – eight people will sit at each table. The capacity for a marquee can be worked out using 
the industry standard of allowing 3 m2 per person. Price lists from the hire company they will 
use are given below: 

 

 

What is the lowest total cost of a complete marquee package plus tables and chairs for Steve 
and Jen's reception? 

(A) £982 

(B) £1,385 

(C) £1,529 

(D) £1,637 

(E) £1,817 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q20] 

The maths sets at Newtown Comprehensive are identified by their teacher's name. Every year 
the Head of Maths gives the same test to all the maths sets at the end of year 7, calculates the 
average mark for each set and then produces the results on a bar chart in ascending order. He 
is asked to present the graphs for the last five years to the Board of Governors. Unfortunately, 
when they were cut and pasted onto one sheet by the Clerk to the Governors, the years were 
missed off. 

The results for last year were as follows: 

 

Which one of these five graphs shows last year's results? 

   

A B C 

 

 

 

D E  
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[TSA, 2015S1Q21] 

We need a fair policy for dealing with drivers whose ability is impaired by drugs, such as 
cannabis, amphetamines and cocaine. Setting limits for driving under the influence of drugs 
may be difficult. Tests would be necessary for the levels in the blood of each of these drugs. But, 
such limits may not reflect the complex interactions between drugs and their effect on driving: 
a driver may be severely impaired but under the limit for each individual drug. Also, setting a 
legal limit for the use of a substance that is illegal seems self-contradictory. So to solve the 
problem of drug-driving there should be a new offence of driving with any level of illegal drug 
in the body. This would make it much easier to catch and convict drug-drivers - the ultimate 
deterrent. 

Which one of the following identifies the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) Some countries have legalised the drugs that impair driving ability. 

(B) Drivers whose ability was not impaired may be convicted. 

(C) Some legally available drugs may impair driving ability. 

(D) Drivers may not be aware of the effect of drugs on driving ability. 

(E) Some illegal drugs can improve driving ability. 

 

[TSA, 2015S1Q22] 

Adding fluoride to the water supply would not, as some claim, improve dental health. If fluoride 
really did improve dental health, one would expect people living in areas where water is 
naturally fluoridated to have healthier teeth than people whose water is fluoride free, In fact, 
research suggests that there is no difference in dental health between the two groups. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) lf badgers still lived in this sett, there would be badger droppings at its entrance. Since 
there are no droppings, there are no badgers here. 

(B) The only animals in Britain that leave little piles of soil all over the lawn are moles. So those 
piles of soil on our lawn mean we have moles. 

(C) The chicken house needs to be secured against foxes. There are definitely foxes living in 
this area. lf any foxes get into the chicken house, they will kill the chickens. 

(D) The strange noise we heard last night may have been a hedgehog. I cannot think what else 
it could have been, and l know for a fact that there are hedgehogs around here.  

(E) lf there are grey squirrels in an area, it is unlikely that there are any red squirrels. The 
animals we just saw were grey squirrels. So there are probably not any red squirrels in 
this area. 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q23] 

Inhabitants of towns and roads with odd names often complain that property values are lower 
and that they face embarrassment when describing where they live. People have a right to 
decide as a community what is in the best interests of that community and, therefore, local 
residents should have the right to rename their town or road if they wish. 

Which one of the following illustrates the principle used in the above argument? 

(A) Residents of an area, not central government agencies, should be able to decide where new 
school buildings are located. 

(B) Town planning needs to be conducted by outside agencies to avoid neglecting the interests 
of all groups. 

(C) Mayors should be elected only on the basis of their abilities, not how long they have lived 
in an area. 

(D) People who have only recently moved to an area should not expect to be part of the local 
community. 

(E) School pupils should obey the rules set by the headteacher and staff. 

 

[TSA, 2015S1Q24] 

Nowadays many people in the UK work out their own income tax bills. Everyone has a personal 
allowance which is the amount of money they can earn each tax year before they start paying 
tax. Income above the personal allowance is taxed in bands. The UK tax bands and personal 
allowances for four tax years are shown below. The tax year runs from 6 April to 5 April the 
following year. 

 

Mary is 52 and her husband is 58. Her only earnings each year are from a summer job. Between 
6 April 2000 and 5 April 2001 she earned £5,585. 

How much tax did she pay? 

(A) None 

(B) £120 

(C) £125 

(D) £152 

(E) £1,200  
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[TSA, 2015S1Q25] 

The graph below shows the cumulative rainfall for Malvern Wells in the UK for 2010. 

 

What, approximately, was the average monthly rainfall from the beginning of June to the end 
of September? 

(A) 30 mm/month 

(B) 40 mm/month 

(C) 48 mm/month 

(D) 57 mm/month 

(E) 100 mm/month 

 

[TSA, 2015S1Q26] 

Duncan's bath has a flat base and vertical sides. It can be filled completely from the hot tap in 
15 minutes or from the cold tap in 10 minutes. Its capacity is 360 litres. When preparing a bath, 
Duncan's habit is to run both taps together for 1½ minutes, before turning off the cold tap. He 
turns the hot tap off when the bath is ¾ full, then leaves the water for a while to cool down to 
a suitable temperature before he climbs in. 

Which graph would show how the depth of water increases as Duncan prepares his bath? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  
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[TSA, 2015S1Q27] 

Increasing quantities of personal data are recorded and stored on computers: for example, 
where and when you use your mobile phone or what purchases you make in the supermarket 
This poses a potential threat to our privacy. The Data Protection Act forbids the use of this 
information for a purpose other than that for which it was collected, apart from instances in 
which serious crime could be prevented or detected. We must not allow this principle to be 
abandoned because our liberty depends on it. Although at present there is no malign political 
purpose to which this information is put, we cannot be certain that this will never be the case. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Our liberty depends upon personal data remaining confidential. 

(B) We must not allow the data protection principle to be abandoned. 

(C) We cannot be certain that governments will not misuse personal data. 

(D) The Data Protection Act does not interfere with the detection of crime. 

(E) The recording and storing of personal data poses a threat to our privacy. 

 

[TSA, 2015S1Q28] 

An intensely irritating fashion among politicians of all parties is to use the sound bite 'doing 
the right thing' to justify whatever action they have taken or propose to take. The phrase 
cleverly implies that if you do not agree with the action you are an immoral person - and no-
one wants to be that. Taken to its logical conclusion, all we need are politicians who have some 
sixth sense that tells them what 'the right thing' is, and, hey presto, we can trust them to act on 
our behalf without any need for accountability. This is nothing short of dangerous 
brainwashing. 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion of the passage above? 

(A) Sound bites are used to avoid proper explanations for decisions. 

(B) Politicians always think they know what is the right thing to do. 

(C) Politicians should give proper rationales for their decisions, not glib sound bites. 

(D) Irritating sound bites have the effect of alienating the general public. 

(E) Politicians prefer to avoid giving a proper rationale for their decisions. 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q29] 

Thankfully, logicians did not devise the British Constitution. It has evolved through the work 
of ordinary people, who have adapted the Government of the country to meet the needs of their 
age. They have always preserved sufficient flexibility to permit such adaptation. And we have 
avoided a lot of problems because we have never been guided in anything we have done by 
logic. lf you study the period of history from the Civil War, in the middle of the 17th century, to 
the accession of George l in 1714, you will see the benefits of not making the Constitution too 
rigid by writing it down. lt proves how much there is to be said for ignoring logic and following 
common sense. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) As the British Constitution was devised by logicians, it cannot be adapted to meet 
contemporary needs. 

(B) The need to write down the British Constitution became inevitable over time. 

(C) Britain was fortunate that its Constitution evolved flexibly as a result of the work of 
ordinary people. 

(D) lt is not possible to follow both logic and common sense because they will always produce 
different results. 

(E) lt is always right to ignore logic and follow common sense because such a course of action 
produces the best results. 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q30] 

Towards the end of a sports season in which all teams in the league play each other four times, 
the league positions are as follows: 

 

Three points are awarded for a win, 1 point per draw and 0 for a loss. At the end of the season, 
if two teams have the same number of points, the league will be decided by the highest number 
of games won. 

How many of the competing teams could win the league when all the games have been 
completed? 

(A) 1 

(B) 2 

(C) 3 

(D) 4 

(E) 5 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q31] 

I am planning to take up a new hobby. There are a number of classes available locally, 
summarised in the table below: 

[I do not want to have to leave home before 09:15 and I must be back by 16:15. I will choose 
the activity that is the cheapest per hour.] 

 

What will be the price of the class I will take? 

(A) $24 

(B) $30 

(C) $35 

(D) $40 

(E) $45 

 

[TSA, 2015S1Q32] 

My TV remote control is shown below. All the buttons stick out from the body of the remote 
control. 

 

When viewed from the direction of the arrow, which one of the diagrams below is not a possible 
view of the remote control? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  
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[TSA, 2015S1Q33] 

Most city centres in the UK are now covered by sophisticated CCTV cameras which can record 
crimes being committed. Many towns and cities report a reduction in crime where cameras are 
installed: for example, Airdrie reported a 75% fall in crime and Kings Lynn reported a massive 
90% reduction. Thus, they are a real success in controlling 'opportunistic' crime. 

Which one of the following, if true, most weakens the above argument? 

(A) Not all cameras are manned and recording. 

(B) The cameras tend to be sited only in the centres of towns and cities. 

(C) CCTV usually forms part of 'anti-crime' packages which include an extra police presence. 

(D) The cameras are an overreaction to the actions of a small minority. 

(E) The camera images are often too poor quality to be of use in court convictions. 

 

[TSA, 2015S1Q34] 

All British students should study a foreign language at school. We live in a rapidly expanding 
global market, where knowledge of a foreign language is essential if you want to work at the 
highest level. If all students studied a foreign language at school, there would be more British 
people at the heart of global business. 

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) The writer treats a necessary condition as a sufficient condition. 

(B) The writer treats a sufficient condition as a necessary condition. 

(C) The writer draws a general conclusion from one example. 

(D) The writer assumes that there is a causal connection on the basis of a correlation. 

(E) The writer assumes that because this has happened in the past, it will happen again. 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q35] 

Paying bonuses of at least £1 million to high-flying stockbrokers and employees of banks 
cannot be justified. Such massive bonuses encourage these high-flyers to take unacceptable 
risks with shareholders' assets in the pursuit of profits. Furthermore, the system discourages 
our brightest young talent from taking jobs in industry, where the rewards are much more 
modest but where there is a great need for such talent. One of the reasons why City firms (i.e. 
London- based financial organisations) can pay such bonuses is that they charge enormous 
fees for assisting with takeover bids between companies. City firms often encourage companies 
to engage in such takeover battles but the costs for these frequently unsuccessful battles fall 
on to the companies and thus on to the consumer. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) The consumer ultimately has to pay for the City employees' very high bonuses. 

(B) The payment of very large bonuses to City employees is unacceptable. 

(C) Very large bonuses encourage City firms to take unjustifiable risks. 

(D) City firms should not encourage companies to engage in takeover battles. 

(E) lf City employees were not paid very high bonuses, they would work in industry. 

 

[TSA, 2015S1Q36] 

A film star has agreed to sign autographs for £1 each at a charity function, all day from 9 am to 
6 pm. 

He claims to sign his name consistently ten times every minute, but insists on having a ten-
minute break after each full hour of signing. 

How much do the organisers hope that the autographs will raise? 

(A) £4,500 

(B) £4,600 

(C) £4,700 

(D) £4,800 

(E) £5,400 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q37] 

A gardener has to apply mulch to two plots of land, measuring 10 metres by 5 metres and 15 
metres by 20 metres. The mulch has to be applied to a depth of 50 mm for the first plot and 
100 mm for the second plot. The mulch weighs 0.65 tonnes per cubic metre. 

 
How many one-tonne bags are necessary to complete the mulching of the two plots? 

(A) 2 

(B) 13 

(C) 20 

(D) 22 

(E) 33 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q38] 

I stayed in a hotel last night. My room was at the front of the building. At one point I looked out 
of the window and saw: 

 

on an illuminated digital clock on the other side of the road. I took the opportunity to reset my 
watch, which had stopped sometime earlier. 

This morning, when I looked out, I realised that what I could see across the road was a 
reflection in the building opposite of a clock outside the hotel. According to my watch (which I 
now knew I had reset incorrectly last night) the time was supposedly nine minutes past ten. 

What did I see across the road when I looked out this morning? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2015S1Q39] 

Critics of homeopathic medicine argue that much of the apparent success of its remedies is due 
to the placebo effect (a placebo is a substance containing no medication). The remedies work 
because the patients believe they will work. In rebuttal. homeopaths often refer to a study 
involving a herd of pedigree Friesian cows. The herd was divided into two groups of 41 cows 
each. One group, the treatment group, was given a homeopathic remedy against mastitis, while 
the control group was given a placebo. The findings showed that 10 of the cows in the control 
group developed mastitis, while only one in the treatment group developed it. 

Which one of the following conclusions is best supported by the passage above? 

(A) The beneficial effects of homeopathy are entirely due to the placebo effect. 

(B) The beneficial effects of homeopathy are apparent and not genuine. 

(C) The beneficial effects of homeopathy in cows cannot be due to the placebo effect. 

(D) The beneficial effects of homeopathy are experienced only by animals. 

(E) The beneficial effects of homeopathy are subject to a great deal of ill-informed criticism. 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q40] 

Car owners must have insurance in case they have an accident. Similarly, home owners have 
insurance in case anyone on their property is injured and claims compensation. However, 
insurance is not required for dog owners. Any injury caused by a dog is compensated by taking 
the owner to court, which is not easy. A law must be passed to make insurance compulsory for 
every dog owner. Any injuries would be paid for by the insurance companies, not long-suffering 
taxpayers. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) Dog owners would find it hard to pay for insurance. 

(B) All insurance companies would want to participate in the scheme. 

(C) All dog owners would obey the law. 

(D) Most injuries are caused by illegal breeds of dog. 

(E) Injured parties can afford to take dog owners to court. 

 

[TSA, 2015S1Q41] 

The main reason private schools thrive in Britain is that they are extremely good at getting 
their students into elite universities. In the UK only 7% of students attend private schools but 
they account for 40% of students at Oxford and Cambridge. As entry to the top universities is 
dependent on examination results (particularly A-level results), private school students must 
be achieving higher grades than those in the state sector. Higher grades are the result of good 
teaching, so the teaching in private schools must be better than the teaching in state schools. 

Which one of the following, if true, would most weaken the above argument? 

(A) A-levels are not the only exams that can be used for admission to Oxford or Cambridge. 

(B) Only people from wealthy families can go to private schools. 

(C) More than 40% of students at Oxford and Cambridge attended state schools.  

(D) A higher proportion of private school candidates take A-levels than those from the state 
sector. 

(E) Many private schools now accept scholarship students from poorer backgrounds. 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q42] 

An examination contains five questions. Candidates are instructed to answer three questions 
only, including at least one of the first two and no more than one of the last two. 

How many different combinations of questions are available for a candidate to choose from? 

(A) 4 

(B) 6 

(C) 7 

(D) 8 

(E) 10 

 

[TSA, 2015S1Q43] 

Hester is going for a job interview. She needs to travel by railway between Birmingham and 
Derby, but she needs to stop off in Tamworth for an hour on the way out to see her former 
teacher for some coaching. When at Derby, she needs an hour and a half to go to the prospective 
employer to take an aptitude test. She can fix her appointments for any time in the day. 
Naturally, she wants to make the journey in the most efficient way so that it takes the least 
possible time. 

This is the railway timetable: 

Out: 

 

Return: 

 

Which would be the best trains to catch from Birmingham and Derby? 

(A) Leaving Birmingham 09:00; leaving Derby 12:15 

(B) Leaving Birmingham 10:00; leaving Derby 14:00 

(C) Leaving Birmingham 11:00; leaving Derby 15:20 

(D) Leaving Birmingham 12:00; leaving Derby 16:10 

(E) Leaving Birmingham 13:30; leaving Derby 17:00 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q44] 

The die shown below is a conventional die, i.e. the total number of spots on any two opposite 
faces is always seven. 

 

Which one of the following could not be the appearance of the die shown above after a 
subsequent throw? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2015S1Q45] 

Suppose a book begins with the sentence 'Dark clouds gathered'. Does this mean that it is going 
to rain, or there is going to be a war, or something else no-one had thought of? The traditional 
answer was: ask the author, or try to work out what the author intended it to mean. But this 
would not give you the answer, surprising though that may seem. Why not? Because what the 
words mean is what they mean to you, the reader, and to anyone else who speaks the language 
to which they belong. Authors can't change what words mean by intending something different, 
any more than you can. What they say they mean is no more correct than anyone else's 
interpretation. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) No-one can give an answer to the question: what does this sentence mean? 

(B) The traditional way to discover meaning was to find out what the author intended. 

(C) Knowing what the author intended doesn't tell you what a sentence means. 

(D) Everyone understands something different when they read a sentence in a book. 

(E) The sentence 'Dark clouds gathered' can have more than one meaning. 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q46] 

lf you want to get a good job then you need to write a good application letter. You didn't get the 
last job that you applied for, so you can't have written a good application letter. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) Recording the best time in your heat would guarantee you a place in the final race. You 
don't have a place in the final, so you can't have recorded the best time in your heat. 

(B) To join the army you need to pass a physical examination. Since your health is very poor, 
you won't be able to join the army. 

(C) You can't be part of the yachting team without a certificate to show that you can swim. 
Since you were not allowed on the yachting team, you must not have a certificate to show 
that you can swim. 

(D) The manager will promote only people who have worked well in the previous year. Since 
you've been working hard you should expect a promotion. 

(E) lf you want to get to the meeting on time then you need to leave within the next 20 minutes. 
Since you are nearly ready to leave, you should get to the meeting on time. 

 

[TSA, 2015S1Q47] 

The credit crisis has significantly damaged pensions and pensioners. Millions of people coming 
up to retirement now, without a final salary pension, are at risk of poverty. lt is previous 
government policy decisions, not just the credit crisis, that are to blame. We have had a 
pensions crisis building up for the last few years. One should always take responsibility for 
one's mistakes. Therefore, the Government must act! 

Which one of the following best illustrates the principle underlying the argument above? 

(A) lf l had not tried to carry so many plates at once l would not have dropped some when l 
slipped, so l should replace the broken ones. 

(B) My dog always attacks people who come to the house, so l keep her in the back garden. 

(C) The Government should take action to help people who have lost possessions in the recent 
floods. 

(D) We should all feel responsible for our own future security so it is right that the Government 
provides a safety net. 

(E) While there are some situations for which we cannot plan, if we fail to insure ourselves we 
only have ourselves to blame. 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q48] 

Deliveries of containers for a fast-food takeaway are made only four times per year, at the 
beginning of January, April, July and October. Last year the takeaway over-ordered containers 
and currently has 2,000 left. The number of containers used per month varies, but is no more 
than 3,000 and no fewer than 1,000. The maximum number that can be delivered at one time 
is 6,000. The usage for last year is illustrated below. 

 
Assuming the same usage this year, how many containers need to be delivered each quarter 
(in January, April, July and October) in order for over-ordering to be minimised? 

(A) 5,000 in January, 6,000 in April, 5,000 in July, 6,000 in October 

(B) 6,000 in January, 7,000 in April, 5,000 in July, 6,000 in October 

(C) 4,000 in January, 7,000 in April, 5,000 in July, 6,000 in October 

(D) 6,000 in January, 6,000 in April, 6,000 in July, 6,000 in October 

(E) 4,000 in January, 6,000 in April, 6,000 in July, 6,000 in October 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q49] 

The table below shows the available denominations of British stamps in 2009: 

 

What is the lowest amount above 55p which must be made up with at least three stamps? 

(A) 58p 

(B) 65p 

(C) 68p 

(D) 75p 

(E) 79p 
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[TSA, 2015S1Q50] 

Four trees stand at the corners of square field X. They are photographed from field Y, from 
every possible direction, close up and from a distance, but never so that one tree stands in front 
of another. 

 

In how many different orders, left to right, can the trees appear in the photographs? 

(A) 1 

(B) 2 

(C) 3 

(D) 4 

(E) 5 
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TSA 2015 S2 
Time Allowed: 30 minutes 

 

微信扫码在线完成考试，考试结束后由教师人工阅卷判分。 

This question paper contains a choice of four tasks, of which you must answer only one. 
There is space on the question paper for preliminary notes. Your answer must be written 
on the answer sheet provided. No additional answer sheets may be used. Candidates 
with permission to use a word processor must not exceed 1200 words. 

The questions each provide an opportunity for you to show how well you can select, 
develop and organise ideas and communicate them effectively in writing. 

It is important that your answer is relevant to the question and addresses it directly. 
This is not a test of knowledge, nor is it assumed that the questions have right or wrong 
answers. If the question requires you to make judgements and express your opinions, try 
to provide coherent arguments to support your views and consider the merits of possible 
counter arguments. 

Before you begin writing, take time to think carefully about what you need to say and 
the ways in which the organisation of your response might help convey your message. 

Note that your response must be contained in the space provided on a single two-page 
answer sheet. The disciplines involved in this are considered key features of the task. 

Take care to show how well you can write and be concise, clear and accurate. You must 
complete your answer sheet within the time limit. 

Dictionaries and calculators are NOT permitted. 

  

 

TSA 2015 S2 

Online Exam 

https://appau7lmfib7689.h5.xiaoeknow.com/evaluation_wechat/examination/introduce/ex_60f0f20442dd7_5JiJ0UVu
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[TSA, 2015S2] 

YOU MUST ANSWER ONLY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

1. Would society be better if there were more scientists in positions of political power? 

 

2. Is it possible to justify abortion without justifying infanticide of recently born babies? 

 

3. Should ‘whistleblowers’ be encouraged or discouraged? 

 

4. If inward migration is bad for a country, does it follow that outward migration would be 
good for that country? 

 



 

  TSA Past Paper 2016 1 

TSA 2016 S1 
Time Allowed: 90 minutes 

 

微信扫码完成在线考试后，自动判分并呈现完整解析、错题录入错题本。 

Speed as well as accuracy is important in this section. Work quickly, or you may not finish 
the paper. There are no penalties for incorrect responses, only marks for correct answers, 
so you should attempt all 50 questions. Each question is worth one mark. 

Answer on the sheet provided. Questions ask you to show your choice between five options. 
Choose the one option you consider correct and record your choice on the separate answer 
sheet. If you make a mistake, erase thoroughly and try again. 

You must complete the answer sheet within the time limit. 

You can use the question paper for rough working or notes, but no extra paper is allowed. 

Calculators are NOT permitted. 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q1] 

We need to accept flooding as a regular occurrence in the UK. Statistics show that days of 
‘extreme rain’ (very heavy rainfall) have become more common since 1960, moving from one 
in a hundred days on average in the 1960s to one in seventy days in 2015. The apparent trend 
mirrors increases in extreme rain seen in other parts of the world. Countries such as India and 
China expect and prepare for this, but in the UK we have to change our thinking and plan our 
infrastructure to cope with it. The damage caused to homes and businesses as well as the risk 
of injury and death through flooding are very significant. Scientists say that, as the world has 
warmed by 0.7 °C, the atmosphere is able to hold 4% more moisture, which means more 
potential rain. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the argument in the above 
passage? 

(A) The UK has been underprepared for the effects of flooding. 

(B) The UK could learn from countries such as India and China about flood defences. 

(C) Global warming could be halted if there was political will. 

(D) The UK must plan its infrastructure to deal with a high risk of flooding. 

(E) The world temperature will continue to rise in the future. 

 

[TSA, 2016S1Q2] 

An unusual dartboard is used in a playground game: 

 

In order to win the big prize, contestants must score exactly 50 with three darts, all of which 
must be in different sectors. 

Which number must they hit with one of the three darts in order to score 50? 

(A) 8 

(B) 11 

(C) 18 

(D) 21 

(E) 24 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q3] 

Researchers have discovered the first physical evidence of structural brain differences that 
distinguish early risers from people who like to stay up late. Around 10 per cent of people 
qualify as ‘morning people’ or ‘larks’, and a further 20 per cent are ‘night owls’ – with the rest 
of us falling somewhere in between. The brain differences might help to explain why ‘night 
owls’ seem to be at greater risk of depression than ‘larks’. Brain scans have shown ‘night owls’ 
have a lower quality of white matter (tissue largely comprised of fatty insulating material that 
speeds up the transmission of nerve signals) in areas of the brain associated with depression. 
‘Night owls’ should try to adjust their sleep patterns if they wish to avoid mental health 
problems. 

Which one of the following best expresses the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) It fails to refer to the brains of those who fall between ‘lark’ and ‘night owl’ types. 

(B) It ignores the fact that depression is very common in the population. 

(C) It assumes that changing one’s sleep pattern will cause a change in the quality of white 
matter. 

(D) It implies that ‘night owls’ would wish to change their sleep patterns. 

(E) It associates depression with other mental health problems. 

 

[TSA, 2016S1Q4] 

There have been a growing number of calls to phase out the smallest denomination coins. The 
single penny is almost useless for purchasing items by itself. It would be simpler if prices were 
rounded to the nearest five pence and this would reduce the amount of small change carried 
around. But this view does not take into consideration that this will inevitably lead to price 
increases. Very few people would be concerned about paying £1 instead of 99 pence, but it is 
not the consumer who benefits from the 1% price increase. A single penny may not be worth 
much, but those who save them do eventually have enough to purchase something useful. 
There are many charities that also benefit from these small coins as donations. 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion from the above passage? 

(A) Small denomination coins should be donated to charity. 

(B) Coins are an unimportant part of currency. 

(C) People should not worry about price increases if small coins are withdrawn. 

(D) People should be encouraged to save their small denomination coins. 

(E) Consumers and charities would lose out if small denomination coins were withdrawn. 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q5] 

There is a lot more to interpreting and recognising faces than you might think. Forgetting 
people we used to know is not that uncommon, and is something we are in fact all guilty of. But 
next time you’re standing in the supermarket having a conversation with someone you don’t 
recognise but act like you remember them, take heed that the likelihood is that they will know 
you are lying. Lying is a lot harder than most people realise, and hiding the fact we are lying is 
harder still. This is because we all make brief, involuntary facial expressions when we try to 
conceal or repress something, such as trying to remember someone. These have been termed 
micro-expressions. So when someone you don’t recognise starts talking to you, you should just 
confess straight away because your micro-expressions will probably give you away anyway. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) When someone that you don’t recognise starts to talk to you, it is never because they have 
mistaken you for someone else. 

(B) People are able to recognise the micro-expressions that show that someone is lying. 

(C) People would prefer to know that they have not been recognised rather than have 
someone pretend to know them. 

(D) The person talking to you will not be embarrassed that you did not recognise them. 

(E) People who are talking to someone that they know never lie. 

 

[TSA, 2016S1Q6] 

I have booked a flight from London to Auckland, which is in a time zone 12 hours ahead of GMT. 
I am due to leave London at 17:30 GMT on 19 August and will arrive in Auckland at06:15 on 
21 August (local time). My journey includes a 1-hour stop in Los Angeles and a 1.5-hour stop 
in Hawaii. 

How many hours am I due to spend in the air? 

(A) 12 3
4
 

(B) 22 1
4
 

(C) 23 1
4
 

(D) 24 3
4
 

(E) 34 1
4
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[TSA, 2016S1Q7] 

Anton wants to ride one of the top 8 roller coasters in the world to celebrate his 13th birthday. 
The top 8 roller coasters are spread around the world. Anton has to decide which roller coaster 
to visit, taking into consideration: 

- Anton's height: 143 cm 

- $400 maximum for two one-way flights 

- The roller coaster must reach at least 90mph 

- Queue time is no longer than 40 minutes 

 

Which roller coaster will Anton choose to ride? 

(A) Intimidator 305 

(B) Dodonpa 

(C) Kingda Ka 

(D) Superman 

(E) Voyage 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q8] 

A cube is labelled with six letters and, when viewed in two positions, looks like this: 

 

Which one of the following nets could be folded to make the above cube? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2016S1Q9] 

The health service urgently needs more blood donors to meet demands on its ‘blood bank’ for 
transfusions. Most of us ignore this need, but we are only too glad to receive the blood of other 
donors in emergencies. To boost the blood bank, transfusions should only be given to those 
who have indicated they are donors or agree to become donors. In this fairer system, receiving 
and giving within the blood service would become clear in everyone’s mind and the blood bank 
given all the donations it needs. 

Which one of the following, if true, weakens the above argument? 

(A) Some people are ineligible to give blood. 

(B) There is greater demand for certain blood types. 

(C) A high proportion of existing blood donors have themselves had blood transfusions. 

(D) Blood donations are at an all-time low. 

(E) Many people are wary of receiving blood because of infections. 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q10] 

A recent study has found that those businesses which engaged more with social media had 
more financial success than businesses which did not. The businesses which were the most 
engaged saw their revenue grow by 18 per cent over the last year, while the least engaged saw 
losses of 8 per cent. Since social media is the future of communication, it can be seen that 
businesses should interact more with social media in order to maximise their profits. 

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) It ignores the fact that not all businesses use social media. 

(B) It assumes that businesses that do not use social media will collapse. 

(C) It assumes that participation in social media causes an increase in profits. 

(D) It ignores the fact that businesses can use other forms of communication. 

(E) It assumes that a growth in revenue of 18 per cent is possible for all businesses. 

 

[TSA, 2016S1Q11] 

The apostrophe has limited usefulness as a punctuation mark, so it will be no loss if it 
disappears altogether from the English language. The fact that it can’t be heard at all in speech 
suggests we can make our meaning clear without it. It is already disappearing from much 
business correspondence without commerce grinding to a halt. The apostrophe is also widely 
misused, which is surely another measure of its unimportance. Many people apparently think 
it belongs in any word that ends with an ‘s’, as demonstrated by this sign seen in an off-licence 
window: ‘Beer’s, wine’s and spirit’s at pre-budget price’s’. Yet judging by the queue in the shop, 
nobody had failed to get the message that there were bargains to be had. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) It doesn’t matter whether we use the apostrophe correctly or not. 

(B) It will be no loss if the apostrophe disappears from English punctuation. 

(C) The apostrophe is particularly unnecessary in business correspondence. 

(D) There is no sound in speech that corresponds to the apostrophe. 

(E) We should all stop using apostrophes from now on. 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q12] 

Three night security guards, Robert, Sheila and Tom, are assigned to guard a factory for five 
consecutive nights, Monday night to Friday night inclusive. 

Two of the guards are to be on duty each night. Tom must be on duty for four nights and Robert 
and Sheila are on duty for three nights each. Regulations do not allow any guard to work for 
more than two consecutive nights. 

If Robert is on duty on Friday night, then the nights when Sheila is on duty are 

(A) Monday, Tuesday, Thursday. 

(B) Monday, Tuesday, Friday. 

(C) Monday, Wednesday, Thursday. 

(D) Monday, Wednesday, Friday. 

(E) Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday. 

 

[TSA, 2016S1Q13] 

As a treat for my sixth birthday I am going swimming with my family next Saturday afternoon. 
My mum is a nurse and my dad is unemployed. My sister is three years younger than me and 
my brother is two years older but they will both enjoy the treat too. Grandma is coming but she 
will watch rather than swim. Grandpa loves swimming even though he is nearly 72 years old, 
so he will be in the pool enjoying the swim. 

The charges at the local swimming centre are shown below: 

 

*Adults must be Unemployed or Senior Citizens 

Off-peak – Monday to Friday 9 am to 5 pm 

Peak – all other times and school holidays 

What is the lowest price that we could pay for our tickets? 

(A) £7.00 

(B) £9.10 

(C) £9.30 

(D) £12.10 

(E) £12.30  
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[TSA, 2016S1Q14] 

The floor of the reception area of the head office of Stott and Walsh is tiled as shown below: 

 
Which one of these tiles could not be used to replace a damaged tile on this floor? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2016S1Q15] 

Scientists at University College London investigating the effects of bedtime routine on child 
development asked children to complete a number of tests including basic number skills, 
reading out word cards, and constructing designs from flat or solid shapes. Although the hour 
that children went to bed had little or no effect on their performance, having no set bedtime 
often led to lower scores. The effect was most striking in three-year-olds, where boys and girls 
scored lower on reading, maths and spatial skills tests than children of the same age who kept 
to a more rigid schedule. 

Which one of the following is a conclusion that can be drawn from the above passage?  

(A) The more fixed the bedtime routine, the better the child’s intellectual development. 

(B) Irregular bedtimes may disrupt cognitive development in young children. 

(C) Parents ought to take more care when thinking about their children’s bedtime. 

(D) Reduced or disrupted sleep, especially if it occurs at key times in development, could have 
important impacts on health throughout life. 

(E) Varying a child’s bedtime routine is likely to lead to cognitive disorders.  
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[TSA, 2016S1Q16] 

The funding situation for educational provision in UK prisons is a national disgrace. Prisons 
provide free room and board, and inmates are frequently given access to the internet, cable TV, 
and gym facilities. At the same time, lengthy waiting lists exist for prison literacy classes, and 
ever increasing budget cuts put pressure on prison library resources. Meanwhile, it is 
estimated that at least half of UK prisoners possess a reading age of eleven or less. If society 
wants to reduce the chances of prisoners reoffending upon their release, we must give them 
the opportunity to develop the literacy skills they need to build a successful life outside prison. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) Prison is too easy for inmates. 

(B) There is no educational value associated with watching TV or using the internet. 

(C) Education is a right, not a privilege. 

(D) Prisoners have lower levels of intelligence than those of the general population. 

(E) Prison sentences should aim to rehabilitate criminals, not just punish them. 

 

[TSA, 2016S1Q17] 

Some say that religion is crucial for providing us with a moral framework, for giving clear 
strong moral guidance. Without religion, some say, people might lose their sense of morality 
altogether. But those who argue this ought to consider the Ancient Greeks. The Greeks 
pondered obsessively the question of what makes a good life and how to live well. In fact the 
word ‘ethics’ comes from them. And although they had their own set of gods, those gods were 
hardly moral role models (Zeus himself was a serial adulterer). Moreover, there was nothing 
by way of an agreed religious text from which to obtain their moral rules. There was even an 
atheist movement in Ancient Greece. The Greeks alone are proof that if we are to lose our faith 
in God, this does not mean we must also lose our faith in morality. 

Which one of the following, if true, most weakens the above argument? 

(A) Some Greek gods were capable of great and heroic deeds. 

(B) The Ancient Greeks took their moral guidance as much from poetry and drama as from 
religion. 

(C) Many Ancient Greeks questioned the value or purpose of being moral. 

(D) In many parts of the world faith in God is currently getting stronger. 

(E) Believers often disagree about how best to interpret their own religious text. 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q18] 

This diagram shows the roads that connect four towns and the distances involved. 

 

I live in Essover. This afternoon I have to visit clients in Arford, Teechester and Yewton before 
returning to Essover. It does not matter in which order I visit the clients. 

What is the minimum distance I could travel this afternoon? 

(A) 78 km 

(B) 83 km 

(C) 86 km 

(D) 89 km 

(E) 93 km 

 

[TSA, 2016S1Q19] 

The following is from a report on road accidents in Scotland in 1998: 

A total of 13,828 car users were injured in road accidents, representing 62% of all casualties. 
Of these people, a total of 2,386 were either fatally or seriously injured, 223 of whom died. 
Roads in built-up areas accounted for a little over half of all car-user casualties (53%: 7,389 
out of 13,828). Presumably because average speeds are higher in non-built-up areas, they 
accounted for much higher percentages of the total numbers of car users who were fatally 
injured (84%: 187 out of 223) or were fatally or seriously injured (72%: 1,724 out of 2,386). 

How many car users suffered serious, but not fatal, injuries in accidents on roads in Scotland 
in non-built-up areas in 1998? 

(A) 1,537 

(B) 1,724 

(C) 2,199 

(D) 6,439 

(E) 7,389 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q20] 

One of the exhibits in the Interactive Art Exhibition at the Hanson Gallery consists of 16 
identical free-standing cubes. Visitors to the exhibition are invited to handle these cubes and 
rearrange them to create their own work of art. 

This is the arrangement that I have made: 

 

What is the side view of my arrangement from the direction indicated by the arrow? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  
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[TSA, 2016S1Q21] 

It is all very well for Europeans to expect African farmers and villagers to show the same 
enthusiasm for lion protection schemes as ‘wildlife tourists’ and armchair conservationists 
who deplore the killing or even the fencing-in of these noble and celebrated creatures. But it is 
estimated that the average farm in Tanzania loses the equivalent of £600 a year in livestock 
due to lions straying outside the boundaries of the national parks where they are protected 
and growing in numbers. When out hunting, lions do not respect the difference between 
another wild animal and a domesticated beast that is owned by someone and often of priceless 
value to that person. Most European countries would not tolerate the presence of huge, wild, 
man-eating cats roaming wild in the countryside, decimating their profits and killing their 
children. They have proved this by hunting many native species perceived as dangerous – 
wolves, bears, boar – to extinction, or by destroying their habitats. Why should Africa be 
different? 

Which one of the following identifies a flaw in the above reasoning? 

(A) The fact that other countries have failed to protect their wildlife heritage does not make it 
right. 

(B) Farmers in the UK are strong advocates of the culling of badgers to protect cattle from TB. 

(C) Many rural African communities are very poor and lions are a serious threat to their 
economic survival. 

(D) Without protection lions would soon become an endangered species in the wild. 

(E) Tourism has already suffered in Africa due to the scarcity of many large game animals. 

 

[TSA, 2016S1Q22] 

This essay is of a far higher standard than can be expected of undergraduates. Either the 
student is exceptionally intelligent and knowledgeable, or she has copied the essay from the 
internet. Her previous essays have given no indication that she is more intelligent or 
knowledgeable than an average student. So she must be guilty of plagiarism. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) This manager has an extravagant lifestyle with expensive holidays, which leads me to 
suspect that he has been stealing money from the company. 

(B) My partner has given me a lovely bouquet of flowers. He must be feeling guilty about 
something, because he only gives me flowers to celebrate special occasions or when he 
feels guilty, and this is not a special occasion. 

(C) My teenage daughter has cooked dinner and washed up without being asked. She must
 want something. 

(D) The Prime Minister has admitted that a member of the Cabinet has been taking bribes. 
Either he has his own reasons for getting rid of the colleague or he knows that the evidence 
is too strong for him to be able to deny it. 

(E) The standard of this essay is below what we have come to expect of you. Perhaps the topic 
was especially difficult. The only other possible explanation is that you were not trying 
hard enough.  
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[TSA, 2016S1Q23] 

It is both morally and economically wrong for the Government to give implicit approval to an 
employment system that lands the state with a huge bill to top up the incomes of the lowest 
earners. The holes in millions of pay cheques are being plugged by in-work support to the tune 
of £4 bn a year. But why aren’t those who are profiting from their workers paying up? Why is 
the Government having to subsidise businesses who don’t pay their employees enough to live 
on? It is a question we need to answer and act on – fast. The cost of living is rising but wages 
are not. In the rush for profit, and for high pay at the top, too many companies have forgotten 
the basic moral imperative that employees be paid enough to live on. 

Which one of the following is the best statement of the principle underlying the above 
argument? 

(A) The Government is responsible for the employment system that leaves holes in millions of 
pay cheques. 

(B) It is morally wrong of the Government to assist people on low incomes. 

(C) High pay at the top end is responsible for low wages at the bottom end of the employment 
ladder. 

(D) All pay should increase each year at the same rate as the cost of living. 

(E) Every worker should be paid at least a living wage by those who profit from their work. 

 

[TSA, 2016S1Q24] 

Last night I took part in a quiz night, and my team won first prize. 

The quiz consisted of three rounds: 

Round 1 was 20 easy questions worth 1 point each; 

Round 2 was 20 medium questions worth 2 points each; 

Round 3 was 20 hard questions worth 5 points each. 

Our winning score was 138 points, having answered just nine questions incorrectly. 

The runners-up were annoyed because they had fewer incorrect answers, but fortunately for 
us (although a little embarrassing) we had more incorrect answers in Round 1 (the easy 
questions) than in either of the other two rounds. 

How many questions did we answer incorrectly in Round 1? 

(A) 4 

(B) 5 

(C) 6 

(D) 7 

(E) 8 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q25] 

I need to buy new printer paper for my fax machine. The paper comes in rolls. My machine 
needs paper 210 mm wide and will take a roll up to 25.4 mm in diameter. 

I do not really care how long the paper in the roll is and will buy rolls in bulk if they are cheaper. 
I will just buy the most economical paper to use. I cannot, however, afford to spend more than 
£30.00. 

The prices in the catalogue are as follows: 

 

(RRP=Recommended Retail Price) 

How much will the transaction cost me? 

(A) £2.49 

(B) £4.16 

(C) £7.49 

(D) £20.94 

(E) £24.96 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q26] 

After having some carpets fitted recently I was left with these five remnants. 

 
I have stitched four of these pieces together to create a rectangular ‘patchwork’ mat whose 
length is twice its width. 

Which one of the pieces is not part of my mat? 

(A) V 

(B) W 

(C) X 

(D) Y 

(E) Z 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q27] 

There is no point to re-enactments of historical battles. Despite the meticulous attention to 
getting the uniforms right and the cannon smoke, the simulation of being there fails on every 
level: there is no real danger of death and you know what the outcome will be. It is merely an 
exercise in pageantry. In history-as-lived, the participants at Gettysburg did not know that the 
Confederates were not going to win, while in a scripted re-enactment everyone knows their 
role and destiny from the outset. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Re-enactments of historic battles are just colourful pageants. 

(B) The simulation of being there at a re-enacted historic event fails on all levels. 

(C) Re-enactments of historic battles are pointless. 

(D) No insights into historic battles are gained through re-enactments. 

(E) Pageantry is of no value in itself. 

 

[TSA, 2016S1Q28] 

Crazy as it seems, it looks as if lead poisoning could be the major cause of the rise and fall of    
violent crime. Lead is so toxic that it is unsafe at any level and in Europe it has been banned 
from many products, including paint and petrol, since the 1990s. Lead poisoning in infancy, 
even at very low levels, impairs the development of those parts of the brain that regulate 
behaviour and mood. The effect is stronger in boys than in girls. Lead poisoning is associated 
with attention deficit disorder, impulsiveness, aggression and, some think, psychopathy. 
Studies between cities, states and nations show that the rise and fall in violent crime follows, 
with a roughly 20-year lag, the rise and fall in the exposure of infants to trace quantities of lead. 
Virtually all studies agree there is a strong correlation. 

Which one of the following could be drawn as a conclusion from the above passage? 

(A) European countries could soon expect to see a fall in levels of violent crime. 

(B) Possible causes of violent crime such as poor social conditions and drugs can now be 
discounted. 

(C) If lead in petrol and paint is banned worldwide, violent crime will become almost 
unknown. 

(D) Countries with less commitment to safety standards will be reluctant to ban lead from 
products. 

(E) Boys who are exposed to lead in infancy are highly likely to go on to commit violent crimes 
in their early twenties. 

  



2020 
ueie.com 

18 

 ｜TSA 历年真题集 (2008-2021) 

TSA Past Paper 2016 18 

[TSA, 2016S1Q29] 

The number one reason for people changing their jobs is to escape from ‘difficult people’, 
followed by seeking higher pay and promotion. In particular, many people cite a poor 
relationship with their boss as a reason for leaving. Typically, they’ll go to another job and find 
another difficult boss and the process continues. One of the areas that contributes to 
altercations with other people is the issue of unmet expectations. We easily see ourselves as 
being let down by the difficult person who fails to do what we expect them to. Very often these 
expectations are entirely in our own heads. We put the responsibility for knowing our 
expectations onto the difficult person and then blame them when they disappoint us. If only 
people worked towards having honest conversations with difficult people, staff turnover might 
decrease. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) Expectations of other people are always realistic. 

(B) Difficult people are aware that they are difficult. 

(C) People are not honest about their reasons for leaving a company. 

(D) Staff turnover is damaging for a company. 

(E) People cannot be trained to have honest conversations. 

 

[TSA, 2016S1Q30] 

A company is producing a one-page flysheet 24 cm high by 18 cm wide. It will have a text area 
in the centre which has a margin of the same width all the way around. The text must occupy 
exactly half of the total area: 

 

What is the width of the margin? 

(A) 3.00 cm 

(B) 4.50 cm 

(C) 5.25 cm 

(D) 6.00 cm 

(E) 12.00 cm 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q31] 

Daria and her three friends are planning a trip to London to see a musical in the West End. 
Ticket prices vary according to the location of seats in the theatre. Monday to Friday, Balcony 
seats are £78.20 per person; seats in the Dress Circle cost £95.50 per person; seats in the Grand 
Circle £88.99 per person; and seats in the Orchestra Stalls £82.00 per person. 

At the weekend (Saturday and Sunday), Balcony seats are £81.35 per person, seats in the Dress 
Circle cost £99.99 per person; seats in the Grand Circle £93.20 per person; and seats in the 
Orchestra Stalls £86.00 per person. 

The theatre also sells Boxes which seat four people and cost £320.00 in total. A special offer of 
15% off group booking for four or more people is available on seats in the Dress Circle. 

Daria and her friends decide that they want to sit together in the same part of the theatre. What 
is their cheapest option? 

(A) Balcony 

(B) Box 

(C) Dress Circle 

(D) Grand Circle 

(E) Orchestra Stalls 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q32] 

Water was poured into five containers at a steady rate until each was full. A graph of the depth 
of water (h) in the container against time (t) was sketched for each container. One of the graphs 
has been lost. 

 
Which one of the following containers is not represented by any of the above graphs? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2016S1Q33] 

Some public institutions, such as the central bank and the constitutional court in many 
countries, are nominally independent but are actually captive to political interests. Their 
leading officials are appointed by the government and these appointments are always the 
result of political power games. Moreover, it is fundamentally undemocratic to delegate too 
much power to people who have not been popularly elected. Therefore, in order to ensure the 
real independence and the democratic nature of these institutions, the most prominent public 
officials should be elected in general elections. 

Which one of the following, if true, most weakens the above argument? 

(A) Once appointed, the holders of independent public offices pursue strategies inconsistent 
with the political goals of those who appointed them. 

(B) Opinion polls show that people are not interested in electing public officials leading 
independent institutions. 

(C) A politician vouches for the independence of a candidate to the head of the central bank. 

(D) A former judge of the constitutional court was recently jailed for electoral fraud. 

(E) Heads of central banks often have strong connections to political parties.  
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[TSA, 2016S1Q34] 

When it comes to genius, the only possibilities are that it is something innate in people, or it is 
something to do with their upbringing. It is hard to imagine how simply bringing someone up 
in a certain way would be enough to turn them into a Mozart or a Shakespeare or an Einstein. 
Mozart after all was writing complex music as a young child; it is difficult to explain how 
environment could have had such a significant influence by the age of five. It must therefore be 
the case that genius is something that is wholly innate. 

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) It assumes that genius has to be evident at an early age. 

(B) It is impossible to draw conclusions about questions of nature and nurture with such 
certainty. 

(C) Just because genius cannot be wholly explained by upbringing, this does not mean that 
upbringing is not an important factor. 

(D) The argument does not specify exactly what is meant by ‘genius’. 

(E) The fact that something is hard to imagine does not mean that it is not true. 

 

[TSA, 2016S1Q35] 

The government’s decision to withdraw housing benefit from those living in council 
accommodation which has a spare bedroom has been a complete failure. It has failed to bring 
in sufficient savings to the government and has brought hardship to those affected by the cut. 
The government should focus less on punishing certain people to make savings and more on 
implementing affordable universal childcare, which would allow many more people into the 
workplace and able to pay taxes. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) The housing benefit cut affects vulnerable people. 

(B) The government should implement a policy affecting more people. 

(C) The housing benefit cut only tackles a few people. 

(D) The government should target policy on providing universal childcare. 

(E) Implementing childcare would be a better way of generating money. 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q36] 

The payment systems which use pre-paid magnetic swipe cards are not all that wonderful. We 
had one put into the office last week to operate the tea and coffee dispensing machine. I was 
somewhat surprised to find, after having five coffees, that I had spent 121 p, and my colleague, 
after four teas, had spent 82 p. We were assured that there had been no changes in the prices; 
the problem appears to be that if you ask the machine how much you have left, it deducts a 
‘service’ charge for this ‘service’. We both enquired once. Charges for tea, coffee and service are 
whole numbers. 

What is the minimum that the service charge could be? 

(A) 1 p 

(B) 2 p 

(C) 4 p 

(D) 6 p 

(E) 14 p 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q37] 

I have a square field which is exactly one hectare (100 m × 100 m). On Monday I was surprised 
to find 4 mushrooms growing in a 1 m square formation, in the centre of my field. On Tuesday 
the group of mushrooms had expanded to 16, which were all 1 m apart. 

 

When I looked at the group of mushrooms today (Wednesday), it had expanded to 36. 

 

If the area covered by mushrooms continues to expand at this rate, how many days (including 
today) will it be until my field is covered in mushrooms? 

(A) 48 

(B) 50 

(C) 96 

(D) 100 

(E) 192 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q38] 

Bob, Eve, Nan, Pip and Viv took part in a 6-hour sponsored bowling marathon to raise money 
for charity. They were all sponsored per complete 100 points scored. 

Bob was sponsored for a total of £63 per 100 points. 

Eve was sponsored for a total of £56 per 100 points. 

Nan was sponsored for a total of £72 per 100 points. 

Pip was sponsored for a total of £54 per 100 points. 

Viv was sponsored for a total of £68 per 100 points. 

During the 6-hour marathon: 

Pip scored 2,835 points. 

Eve scored 2,782 points. 

Bob scored 2,407 points. 

Viv scored 2,293 points. 

Nan scored 2,169 points. 

Remarkably, four of them raised exactly the same amount. Who raised a different amount to 
the other four? 

(A) Bob 

(B) Eve 

(C) Nan 

(D) Pip 

(E) Viv 

 

[TSA, 2016S1Q39] 

Hospital food isn’t a joke. It’s a scandal. The list of meal options is ever longer, but there is 
nothing there that you would ever want to eat and nothing freshly cooked. These aren’t trivial 
issues. Because of this, over the past year people of all ages, but particularly the old, have faded 
away from lack of food. Despite being urged to eat, many simply won’t. Making sure patients 
who try to eat are actually nourished adequately is another problem. These days you need to 
be well-nourished before you enter hospital if you want to survive! 

Which one of the following is a conclusion that can be drawn from the above argument? 

(A) Better systems should be put into place to ensure patients eat. 

(B) Hospitals should increase the number of nurses per patient. 

(C) Hospital food should be supplemented with nutritional supplements specific to each 
patient. 

(D) Hospital food should be made more appealing and nutritious. 

(E) There should be more checks on patients’ state of nourishment. 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q40] 

Political legitimacy, the moral right to use state power, can only be derived from the consent of 
the governed. So, in democracies that uphold this principle, regular elections are held to ensure 
that political power is legitimate. Therefore, in these cases, the more voters participate in 
elections, the more legitimate the democratic political system is. 

Which one of the following is an assumption underlying the above argument? 

(A) Electoral turnout is always higher in democratic political systems. 

(B) Voting at elections implies consent to the political system as a whole. 

(C) There is always a need for a government. 

(D) The more people who vote, the more the common interests are met. 

(E) Non-democratic political systems rely on coercion as a basis of state power. 

 

[TSA, 2016S1Q41] 

High street stores should not be able to sell financial products, because consumers should not 
be misled into buying products they may not need by staff who do not understand what they 
are selling. Financial products require an understanding of financial services, and very few high 
street retailers have members of staff in store who can fully explain the benefits and 
disadvantages of the financial products being sold. 

Which one of the following, if true, most strengthens the above argument? 

(A) Many high street stores have been fined by the financial regulator for mis-selling financial 
products. 

(B) Many stores offer incentives to customers to encourage them to sign up for store cards. 

(C) Consumers are supplied with full details of the terms and conditions for all financial 
products that they sign up for. 

(D) Many people do not understand the financial products they purchase yet still benefit from 
them. 

(E) Most people do not read the terms and conditions of products and services that they sign 
up to. 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q42] 

Anna buys potatoes in the local market. She has noticed that the price on Saturday morning is 
5p per kilo more than the normal weekday price. However, an hour before the stall closes on a 
Saturday afternoon, the price drops to 5p per kilo below the weekday price. She spends £3.00 
a week on potatoes. This will buy her 3 kilos less in weight on a Saturday morning than on a 
weekday, but 5 kilos more in weight at the low Saturday afternoon price than on a weekday. 

What is the weekday price of potatoes per kilo? 

(A) 12p 

(B) 15p 

(C) 20p 

(D) 25p 

(E) 30p 

 

[TSA, 2016S1Q43] 

Mike wants to buy a second-hand car that offers the lowest depreciation per mile. He is not 
worried about the model. His family insist that the car has 4 or 5 doors and an engine of at least 
1.6 litres so that it can tow a caravan. Mike plans to keep the car until it has covered 100 000 
miles and then sell it for £1,000. He scans the following price list from his local garage: 

 

Which make of car does Mike buy? 

(A) Ford 

(B) Rover 

(C) VW 

(D) Vauxhall 

(E) Renault 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q44] 

The population pyramid below shows the age and gender distribution of the residents in 
England and Wales in 2010. 

 

Which one of the following statements is not true? 

(A) Over the age of 34, the number of women is higher than that of men for every age group. 

(B) Below the age of 35, the number of men is higher than that of women in every age group. 

(C) There are more than twice as many women as men in the 85+ age group. 

(D) Not taking children below the age of 1 into consideration, the least numerous age group is 
that of people aged 80 to 84. 

(E) The most numerous age group consists of people aged between 40 and 44. 

 

[TSA, 2016S1Q45] 

Many people criticise what they call ‘the younger generation’ for what their seniors regard as 
immoral behaviour. These critics need to realise that because the world has changed, moral 
standards have changed with it. In fact, technology is advancing so rapidly that it is only the 
young who understand the world in which they live. It is they, not their parents or 
grandparents, who should be setting moral standards. Anyone over the age of 25 cannot help 
but be blinded by what they learned in the past. Their education has prevented them from 
perceiving and responding to the demands of the modern day, and so their moral judgments 
have no validity. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Moral judgments made by people over the age of 25 are not valid. 

(B) Moral standards have changed. 

(C) Moral standards should be set by people under the age of 25. 

(D) The younger generation is guilty of what older people regard as immoral behaviour. 

(E) Young people are the only ones who understand the contemporary world.  
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[TSA, 2016S1Q46] 

In order for it to be possible to rain, clouds must be present. The weather forecast is predicting 
clear skies, so there is no chance of rain. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) The temperature in the fish tank must be at least 25 °C for the fish to survive. The fish are 
all alive, therefore the temperature must be at least 25 °C. 

(B) Solar eclipses only occur at New Moon, when the Moon is between the Earth and the Sun. 
The new moon is not until next week, so there will be no Solar eclipse today. 

(C) A scab will only form when platelets in the blood have clotted. If you do not have any scabs, 
you do not have platelets in your blood. 

(D) When outside temperatures fall below 0 °C household pipes are at risk of bursting. So at a 
temperature of −5 °C all your household pipes will burst. 

(E) Deciduous trees lose their leaves in the autumn. Autumn will be late this year, so trees will 
not lose their leaves until winter. 

 

[TSA, 2016S1Q47] 

It is time for prostitution to be legalised. It has been illegal for millennia, and yet it is still 
present in modern society. Clearly, its being illegal does not provide enough deterrent to 
prevent people from engaging in it. We are never going to eradicate prostitution, so we should 
give up trying, and legalise it. Money that is spent in prosecuting prostitutes and their clients 
could be better used elsewhere. 

Which one of the following illustrates the principle used in the above argument? 

(A) Prostitutes’ clients should be prosecuted, but not prostitutes themselves. 

(B) Some people will commit murders, whether or not murder is illegal, so murder should not 
be illegal. 

(C) People who are involved with dealing in illegal substances largely as a result of a 
background of poverty should not be prosecuted. 

(D) Modern crimes, such as internet hacking, should be the focus of police forces. 

(E) We should not waste money trying to rehabilitate young offenders. 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q48] 

The planet Melpomene has three moons, Othello, Hamlet and Romeo, each moving at a constant 
speed in the same direction in circular orbits. 

 

Othello takes 20 days to complete one orbit of Melpomene, whereas Hamlet takes 45 days and 
Romeo takes 120 days. 

How often are Melpomene and all three of its moons in line with each other in the order shown 
in the diagram? 

(A) every 36 days 

(B) every 72 days 

(C) every 132 days 

(D) every 180 days 

(E) every 216 days 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q49] 

One of the options available to purchasers of furniture from Home Help Superstore is to hire 
one of the store’s self-drive delivery vans. They have four models, with different capacities, 
which can be hired for either 4 hours or 1 day. 

 

What is the minimum distance for which it is cheaper to hire a 12 m3 van for a whole day, even 
if it could be returned within 4 hours? 

(A) 64 miles 

(B) 72 miles 

(C) 89 miles 

(D) 92 miles 

(E) 94 miles 
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[TSA, 2016S1Q50] 

Rolls of a particular wallpaper have a repeating pattern every 60 cm of their length. Each roll 
is 10 m long and 50 cm wide. A wall 2.5 m high and 6.2 m wide is to be papered from ceiling to 
floor with single lengths of paper hung vertically (drops). 

 

How many rolls of wallpaper will be needed so that the pattern on each drop matches the next? 
(No joins can be made in one vertical drop.) 

(A) 3 

(B) 4 

(C) 5 

(D) 6 

(E) 7 
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TSA 2016 S2 
Time Allowed: 30 minutes 

 

微信扫码在线完成考试，考试结束后由教师人工阅卷判分。 

This question paper contains a choice of four tasks, of which you must answer only one. 
There is space on the question paper for preliminary notes. Your answer must be written 
on the answer sheet provided. No additional answer sheets may be used. Candidates 
with permission to use a word processor must not exceed 1200 words. 

The questions each provide an opportunity for you to show how well you can select, 
develop and organise ideas and communicate them effectively in writing. 

It is important that your answer is relevant to the question and addresses it directly. 
This is not a test of knowledge, nor is it assumed that the questions have right or wrong 
answers. If the question requires you to make judgements and express your opinions, try 
to provide coherent arguments to support your views and consider the merits of possible 
counter arguments. 

Before you begin writing, take time to think carefully about what you need to say and 
the ways in which the organisation of your response might help convey your message. 

Note that your response must be contained in the space provided on a single two-page 
answer sheet. The disciplines involved in this are considered key features of the task. 

Take care to show how well you can write and be concise, clear and accurate. You must 
complete your answer sheet within the time limit. 

Dictionaries and calculators are NOT permitted. 

  

 

TSA 2016 S2 

Online Exam 

https://appau7lmfib7689.h5.xiaoeknow.com/evaluation_wechat/examination/introduce/ex_60f0f25b4d7a6_iJ9tsf3Q
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[TSA, 2016S2] 

YOU MUST ANSWER ONLY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

1. Should we care more about the survival of animal species or the welfare of individual 
animals? 

 

2. Do people vote in line with their personal economic interests? 

 

3. Is it possible to over-regulate the banking system? 

 

4. With easy access to vast amounts of information through the Internet, what advantage is 
there to remembering facts? 

 





 

  TSA Past Paper 2017 1 

TSA 2017 S1 
Time Allowed: 90 minutes 

 

微信扫码完成在线考试后，自动判分并呈现完整解析、错题录入错题本。 

Speed as well as accuracy is important in this section. Work quickly, or you may not finish 
the paper. There are no penalties for incorrect responses, only marks for correct answers, 
so you should attempt all 50 questions. Each question is worth one mark. 

Answer on the sheet provided. Questions ask you to show your choice between five options. 
Choose the one option you consider correct and record your choice on the separate answer 
sheet. If you make a mistake, erase thoroughly and try again. 

You must complete the answer sheet within the time limit. 

You can use the question paper for rough working or notes, but no extra paper is allowed. 

Calculators are NOT permitted. 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q1] 

Leaders of enemy countries are often described by our own political leaders and by the media 
as “mad”. But some of the features that we associate with madness can be useful assets in a 
political leader. Self-absorption, obsession, addiction to risk-taking and frenzied creativity all 
apply to some leaders agreed to have been “great”, as well as to those described as “mad”. 

People without some of those characteristics would be unlikely either to seek power or to be 
successful. The label “mad” is cynically used as a way of dehumanising and discrediting leaders 
of countries with whom we are in dispute. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above passage? 

(A) People who seek power do so for their personal aggrandisement. 

(B) There is agreement on which leaders are “great” or “mad”. 

(C) A definition of a successful leader is one who can obtain and hold power. 

(D) Political leaders have personality traits not normally found in the general population. 

(E) The use of the word “mad” is a propaganda tool rather than a genuine description. 

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q2] 

A café owner makes 50 mini pizzas and 50 flapjacks for sale during the day. The pizzas are sold 
for $2.00 each and the flapjacks are sold for $1.00 each. However, by the end of lunchtime there 
are 10 mini pizzas still unsold and 15 flapjacks unsold, so the price of each is halved for the 
afternoon. At the end of the day there are still 2 mini pizzas and 1 flapjack left which are given 
away free to the last customer. 

If the original 50 mini pizzas and 50 flapjacks had a combined production cost of $30.00, how 
much profit is made on the sale of the mini pizzas and flapjacks for the day? 

(A) $100.00 

(B) $102.50 

(C) $115.00 

(D) $120.00 

(E) $130.00 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q3] 

The decline in voter turnout at elections is chiefly explained by the decline in voting by younger 
people. Older people are much more likely to vote. If this trend continues, we will reach a point 
at which no government can be said to have a mandate to govern as the number of voters will 
be too small to indicate the wishes of the majority. We need, therefore, to find an alternative to 
conventional elections so that the wishes of the people can be heard. 

Which one of the following best expresses the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) There may be problems in using alternatives such as internet and postal voting. 

(B) Young people may be more likely to join a pressure group than to vote in an election. 

(C) All European countries have seen a decline in voter turnout. 

(D) Elections are used in all democratic countries as a way of choosing a government. 

(E) People who are young now may become more likely to vote as they get older. 

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q4] 

In today's 24/7 media environment, public figures have the ability to influence the behaviour 
of millions of young people, for better and for worse. There are celebrities who don’t give in to 
social pressures and are in the news because of good deeds which have a positive influence on 
young people, such as giving to charity. However, there are others who glamorise destructive 
behaviour such as drinking, smoking, swearing and sexual promiscuity, giving young people 
the impression that this is socially acceptable or even desirable. Although many celebrities 
maintain that they do not wish to be regarded as role models, it seems that this attitude is not 
only unrealistic but also irresponsible, as their behaviour will undoubtedly be imitated. 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion from the above passage? 

(A) We are living in an age of celebrity culture. 

(B) Celebrities should act responsibly because they are role models whether they like it or not. 

(C) Less media coverage of celebrities would stop young people imitating their role models. 

(D) Parents should monitor what their children are being exposed to in the media. 

(E) Celebrities should not be regarded as role models. 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q5] 

Over the years, many owners of businesses have appointed their sons to run the business when 
they retired or died. But this has been unfair to other workers in the company, some of whom 
were probably more talented and experienced than the boss’s son. It is highly unlikely that the 
son of the previous boss should happen to be the best candidate to take his place. The practice 
of favouring your own family when making senior appointments in industry and commerce 
should therefore be made illegal. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) A talent for business often runs in families. 

(B) The best candidate should always be appointed to be head of a company. 

(C) Favouring your own family when making appointments is recognised as a corrupt practice. 

(D) There is no substitute for experience in acquiring the skills necessary to succeed in 
business. 

(E) Owners of businesses should be free to make their own decisions about who should take 
over from them. 

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q6] 

A picture 40 cm high by 30 cm wide is to be framed. There will be a mount between the edge 
of the picture and the frame. This mount will be 6 cm wide at the top and sides, and 9 cm wide 
at the bottom. The width of the wood used for the frame is 2 cm. 

What is the overall height of the framed picture? 

(A) 46 cm 

(B) 49 cm 

(C) 56 cm 

(D) 59 cm 

(E) 62 cm 

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q7] 

Below is a summary of all the second-hand cars sold by Bargain Cars during 2012 and 2013: 

 

Which month of 2013 saw the biggest increase in sales compared with the previous month? 

(A) April 

(B) June 

(C) July 

(D) September 

(E) November  
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[TSA, 2017S1Q8] 

Rosie needs to mow her lawn. She has just bought a new lawn mower, and believes she can 
mow at a rate of 2 m2 a minute. With her old mower, she could only mow the lawn at a rate of 
1 m2 a minute. Her lawn is 10 m by 25 m. There is a patio in one corner which is 2 m by 3 m 
and which she does not need to mow. 

How much time does she save with her new lawn mower? 

(A) 122 minutes 

(B) 125 minutes 

(C) 128 minutes 

(D) 244 minutes 

(E) 250 minutes 

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q9] 

In the UK, most people open a bank account in their teenage years. There is then a tendency 
not to change banks: eleven per cent of bank customers are still with the bank their parents set 
them up with when they were a child and haven’t changed it since. This strongly suggests that, 
contrary to what most commentators say, people are not unhappy with the service that their 
banks provide. 

Which one of the following, if true, most weakens the above argument? 

(A) Nearly two-thirds of UK bank customers have changed banks and two per cent have 
switched over five times. 

(B) Bank customers say that they feel that all banks provide the same level of service. 

(C) Nearly two-thirds of customers say they are happy with their bank’s service. 

(D) Bank services change as people get older and their needs change. 

(E) It is not difficult to change banks. 

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q10] 

The UK Department of Education is encouraging pupils aged 14 to 18 to learn poetry by heart 
in order to recite it at a new national competition. This government initiative is designed to 
boost the confidence of young people and increase their awareness of poetry. By taking part in 
this initiative and by reciting poetry, young people will improve their appreciation of poetry. 

Which one of the following identifies a flaw in the above argument? 

(A) Young people are already aware of poetry. 

(B) You don’t have to recite poetry to appreciate it. 

(C) Awareness is not the same as appreciation. 

(D) The young people who are willing to recite poetry are already confident. 

(E) Learning something in order to recite it is not the same as being creative yourself.  
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[TSA, 2017S1Q11] 

Health clubs are booming. It is claimed that this must be a positive sign about modern society, 
in that people now appreciate that a healthy body is needed in order to sustain a healthy mind. 
But that claim is mistaken because what those optimistic conclusions fail to appreciate is 
people’s ability to deceive themselves. Surely if someone is really keen to stay fit they go 
jogging rather than join a health club? The health club phenomenon is just an example of how 
easily people can be swayed by marketing. They pay to jog on the spot when they could jog 
around the park for free. The vast majority of members barely use their health clubs and feel 
they are achieving something just by paying the fees. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Health clubs deceive people into joining them. 

(B) Most people who join health clubs are not getting healthy. 

(C) People do not really appreciate that they must keep their bodies healthy. 

(D) The success of health clubs is not a reliable sign of an improvement in people’s health. 

(E) We should judge the nation’s health by looking at the sales of jogging shoes not health club 
membership. 

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q12] 

Tasty Crisps are currently running a promotion in which there is one money-off coupon inside 
every packet. Some coupons are worth 19p, some are worth 12p and others are worth 7p. My 
friend tells me that he has at least one of each value and his seven coupons have a total value 
of exactly £1. 

How many of my friend’s coupons are worth 19p? 

(A) 1 

(B) 2 

(C) 3 

(D) 4 

(E) 5 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q13] 

The following table summarises the results of all the matches played last season in a football 
league. (The home team’s score is always given first.) Each team plays every other team in the 
league twice; once at home and once away. 

 

Which was the only team that scored at least one goal in every match they played last season? 

(A) Amazon 

(B) Ganges 

(C) Nile 

(D) Rhine 

(E) Volga 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q14] 

A tiler has encountered a problem when tiling a kitchen floor. He is one tile short of completing 
the job. This is indicated by the greyed-out area in the diagram below which shows part of the 
kitchen floor: 

 
There are some odd pieces of tile left over that could be used to complete the job. Three of these, 
if combined, would fit the area exactly. 

 

Which three pieces of tile could be pieced together to fit into the remaining corner area? (The 
tiles are shown face up and cannot be laid face down.) 

(A) 1, 2 and 5 

(B) 1, 3 and 5 

(C) 1, 4 and 5 

(D) 2, 3 and 4 

(E) 2, 4 and 5 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q15] 

Increasing attention is being paid to the environmental consequences of the plastic ‘single-use’ 
shopping bags provided to customers by supermarkets and other retailers. Not only does the 
production of these bags represent a wasteful use of natural resources, but there are also 
problems surrounding their disposal. For instance, the bags often end up as litter, and in the 
marine environment, they kill many animals that become entangled in them or mistake them 
for food. Numerous countries and individual cities have banned these bags, but experts on the 
environmental impacts of products warn that no perfect alternative exists. Whether using 
fabric or heavier plastic, manufacturing bags that are stronger and thus more reusable requires 
significantly greater quantities of natural resources than the vilified ‘single-use’ ones. 

Which one of the following is a conclusion that can be drawn from the above passage? 

(A) Encouraging consumers to change their behaviour is not an effective solution to 
environmental problems. 

(B) Product bans are never an effective solution to environmental problems. 

(C) The solution to environmental problems lies in limiting human population growth. 

(D) Recycled paper bags should be used instead of plastic bags. 

(E) When comparing two products from an environmental standpoint, it is important to 
consider their manufacturing processes, length of use, and disposal. 

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q16] 

Several cities around the world have introduced congestion charging schemes. Drivers are 
expected to pay a fee in order to drive inside the charging zone. In recent years, some schemes 
have offered discounts or entirely waived the charge for vehicles that cause less pollution. This 
is, however, an illogical and unfair policy that should not continue. Congestion is unaffected by 
emissions, and those cars that have low emissions still contribute to congestion. Those who 
cannot afford to buy a low-emission car are still expected to pay the charge even if the roads 
they drive on remain congested. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) The principal purpose of a congestion charge is to reduce congestion. 

(B) It is not important to try to reduce car emissions in cities. 

(C) All drivers would buy low-emission vehicles if they could afford to do so. 

(D) Congestion charging has not had any positive effects where it has been used. 

(E) If everyone drove low-emission cars, nobody would have to pay the charges. 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q17] 

We live in an information-rich world where communication is quicker and easier than ever 
before. We don’t have to wait for journalists and photographers to report news to us. Anyone 
can talk about or take photographs of significant events and share them immediately. 
Traditional ways of reporting meant that news could be effectively censored, but this is no 
longer the case. Similarly, incorrect information cannot be removed from the public domain 
without great difficulty. Governments and the traditional media will therefore need to find new 
ways to cope with these challenges and adapt to new technology. 

Which one of the following, if true, most strengthens the above argument? 

(A) Some governments have successfully restricted the information available on the internet 
in their countries. 

(B) Journalists occasionally film material on their mobile phones. 

(C) Information can be posted anonymously on the internet, thus avoiding possible 
prosecution. 

(D) Legal proceedings have been brought against those publishing false and incriminating 
material on the internet. 

(E) In the past, individuals often took photographs that they then sold to the press. 

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q18] 

I am planning to repaint the walls and the ceiling of my dining room. The room has the shape 
of a rectangular box and is 8 m long, 4 m wide and 3 m high. I do not need to paint the door and 
the three windows, the combined surface area of which is 10 m2. Paint is sold in 8-litre tins and 
1 litre of paint is sufficient for a surface area of 12 m2. 

How many tins of paint do I need to buy? 

(A) 1 

(B) 2 

(C) 6 

(D) 8 

(E) 17 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q19] 

The heptathlon is a seven-event athletics competition. In each event the time or distance 
recorded is converted into a points score. This is the scoring table that is used for the high jump: 

 

Daphne is competing in a heptathlon competition and has just beaten her previous best high 
jump performance by 18 cm. This has increased her best points score in the high jump by 214. 

What is Daphne’s new personal-best high jump performance? 

(A) 1.09 metres 

(B) 1.44 metres 

(C) 1.74 metres 

(D) 1.89 metres 

(E) 2.09 metres 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q20] 

After the financial crash there were fewer new car registrations in the UK in 2012 than there 
were in 2007. The monthly figures for new car registrations for both years are given in the 
table below. 

 

Which one of the following charts best represents the monthly differences between new car 
registrations for these two years? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q21] 

Anyone who lends money to anyone else without a licence is committing an offence under UK 
law. Some unlicensed money lenders charge excessive rates of interest, and many use threats 
and violence to enforce payment. It is important to protect poor and vulnerable people from 
being exploited in this way. So anyone convicted of this offence should be sent to prison. 

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) It appeals to the reader’s emotions by describing some people as ‘poor and vulnerable’. 

(B) It draws a conclusion about all unlicensed money lenders on the basis of evidence about 
some of them. 

(C) It makes a personal attack on the unlicensed money lenders. 

(D) It restricts the options between licensed and unlicensed money lenders. 

(E) It wrongly assumes that licensed money lenders do not charge excessive rates of interest. 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q22] 

Either young people are getting cleverer each year or examinations are becoming easier for 
students to pass. Since there is very little evidence from IQ testing and other supposed 
benchmarks that young people are more intelligent now than in the past, we must conclude 
that the examination system is easier for students today than it was in the past. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) Farmers must choose between using organic or non-organic fertilisers on their land. 
Organic fertilisers can produce a lower crop yield and farmers may find it difficult to 
change to organic methods if they have been using non-organic methods for some time. 
Farmers should therefore consider the longer-term impacts of their decisions. 

(B) Every year millions of holidaymakers decide whether to holiday in the UK or abroad. Since 
most of us like to have a degree of predictability in terms of holiday weather, we should 
not be surprised that, given the choice, most people would holiday abroad. 

(C) Researchers have looked at the communication between different animals and found that 
meerkats have a series of alerts and calls that fall into two categories, greetings and alarms. 
Since we can be sure that this meerkat is not calling as a greeting, we must accept that he 
is attempting to raise the alarm. 

(D) Wood burning stoves are a better way to heat your home than an open fire. Wood burning 
stoves are highly efficient, whereas an open fire loses a great deal of heat up the chimney. 
More people should therefore install wood burning stoves in their homes. 

(E) When allocating emergency appointments, receptionists prioritise children and the 
elderly above other patients. If you are neither a child nor elderly, you may have to wait 
longer to see a doctor. 

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q23] 

A huge number of people have taken up cycling in recent years, and this is a welcome 
development. But if cycling helmets were made compulsory, it would deter people from cycling. 
There is risk in everything. And there is also such a thing as personal responsibility. It is not 
the role of the government to stop people from harming themselves. Forcing cyclists to wear 
helmets is undue state interference in personal choices. 

Which one of the following illustrates the principle used in the above argument? 

(A) Alcoholics should not receive publicly funded treatment for their addiction because it I too 
expensive. 

(B) Recreational drugs should be legalised. 

(C) Professional cyclists should promote the wearing of helmets. 

(D) The government should combat cyberbullying by passing appropriate legislation. 

(E) It is right for parents to be fined if their children are absent from school without 
permission. 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q24] 

A laboratory technician has made up a stock mixture of two chemicals, 𝑋𝑋 and 𝑌𝑌, ready for use 
by all of the groups in Year 9 at a High School. He has mixed 6.0 kg which is 1

4
 of 𝑋𝑋 and 3

4
 of 𝑌𝑌. He 

realises that he has used the wrong mix and, rather than waste the chemicals he has used so 
far, he is going to add some more of chemical 𝑋𝑋 so that the mix consists of 40% of 𝑋𝑋 and 60% 
of 𝑌𝑌. 

What mass of chemical 𝑋𝑋 must he add? 

(A) 1.0 kg 

(B) 1.5 kg 

(C) 2.0 kg 

(D) 2.5 kg 

(E) 3.0 kg 

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q25] 

Five friends wanted to go on holiday together, but they found it difficult to decide where to go. 
Jo and Mel both wanted to go to Portugal, with France as their second choice. Kim wanted to 
go to Majorca, while Lexy’s first choice was Greece and Naz’s was Tenerife. Naz and Kim both 
put France as their second choice, while Lexy gave it as her third choice, preferring Tenerife as 
her second choice. Kim and Mel put Tenerife as their third choice. Jo’s third choice was Greece, 
and Naz’s was Majorca. 

They agreed to allocate three points for a 1st choice, two points for a 2nd choice and one point 
for a 3rd choice. The friends decided that they would not go anywhere which was not someone’s 
first choice. 

Where did they go on holiday? 

(A) France 

(B) Greece 

(C) Majorca 

(D) Portugal 

(E) Tenerife 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q26] 

The following net is folded up to make a cube. 

 

At how many corners of the cube do exactly two of the diagonal lines on the faces meet? 

(A) 2 

(B) 3 

(C) 4 

(D) 5 

(E) 6 

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q27] 

The Human Rights Act (HRA) should apply to soldiers in the UK and at their overseas bases but 
not to those fighting in the heat of battle. The concern is that the HRA could damage the 
effectiveness of the armed forces. Commanders making split-second decisions in battle may be 
paralysed by fear that those decisions will become the subject of legal actions. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) The HRA should apply to British soldiers away from battle situations but not in them. 

(B) The HRA could be a distraction to commanders in the heat of battle. 

(C) The HRA should not be applied to the armed forces. 

(D) The need to make split-second decisions in battle is incompatible with the HRA. 

(E) The introduction of the HRA would undermine the efficiency of the armed forces. 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q28] 

Increased wealth in many regions and an ever-growing population have produced an 
unprecedented demand for fish. This increased demand is occurring at a time when over 70% 
of the world’s marine fish stocks are now overfished or already fished at full capacity. One 
possible solution is the continued expansion of aquaculture, a long-standing means of farming 
fish for human consumption. Controls must be put into place, however, to manage the potential 
environmental risks associated with fish farming, such as water pollution and transmission of 
disease to adjacent wild fish populations. Moreover, the aquaculture sector has yet to devise 
effective methods for rearing some commercially popular predator species, such as tuna, 
without having to feed them wild-caught fish, which contributes to the pressure on our oceans. 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion from the above passage? 

(A) We should encourage people to switch from consuming marine fish species to consuming 
freshwater fish species, such as those living in lakes and rivers. 

(B) Nothing can be done to make fishing in the oceans less damaging to the state of fish stocks. 

(C) In the long term, people may have to adopt a vegetarian diet due to the environmental 
problems associated with the production of all kinds of fish and meat products. 

(D) At present, fish farms should avoid trying to rear predator fish, such as tuna. 

(E) The farming of only some kinds of fish is likely to result in environmental damage. 

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q29] 

A daily dose of chocolate could be the key to preventing Alzheimer’s disease, according to 
recent research. Blood flow to the brain was boosted and memory improved among volunteers 
who drank two cups of hot chocolate a day over a thirty day period. They were tested for 
memory and thinking skills, and ultrasound measured the blood flow to the brain. Participants 
showed an average 8.3% improvement in blood flow and memory scores improved, with recall 
times falling from 167 to 116 seconds on average. The study suggests that drinking hot 
chocolate regularly could help keep the brain healthy. 

Which one of the following is an assumption underlying the above argument? 

(A) Eating chocolate would also have the same effect. 

(B) The sample size may have been too small to be significant. 

(C) The memory improvement would be permanent. 

(D) If regular amounts of chocolate are consumed over time, other health problems could arise. 

(E) Problems with general brain functioning are linked to the development of Alzheimer’s 
disease. 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q30] 

There are two ways of scoring points in a ball game: a ‘major’ scores 5 points and a ‘minor’ 
scores 3 points. 

In a match played yesterday, the Reds beat the Blues 77–52 despite the fact that the Blues 
scored exactly twice as many majors as minors, whilst the Reds scored exactly half as many 
majors as minors. 

How many majors were scored altogether in yesterday’s match? 

(A) 9 

(B) 12 

(C) 15 

(D) 18 

(E) 21 

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q31] 

The following ingredient and nutrition information (rounded to the nearest 0.1 g or 1 kcal) 
appears on a 300 g packet of oatcakes. 

Each oatcake provides: 

 
Ingredients: oatmeal (77%), vegetable oils, wheat flour, sugar, salt, raising agent: sodium 
hydrogen carbonate. 

Typical values per 100 g: energy 1792 kJ, 427 kcal; protein 10.7 g; carbohydrate 56.45 g of 
which sugars 2.4 g, starch 53.7 g; fat 17.6 g of which saturates 5.0 g, mono-unsaturates 7.9 g, 
polyunsaturates 4.5 g; fibre 8.9 g; salt 1.4 g of which sodium 0.6 g. 

How many oatcakes are there in a packet? 

(A) 7 

(B) 8 

(C) 21 

(D) 24 

(E) 27 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q32] 

Instructions were given to shade 5 particular squares on a grid of 16 squares. One student 
shaded in the squares as instructed, but the other four got exactly 1 square wrong. 

Which one of the five grids below shows the correct shading? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q33] 

Couples who have more than two children are being ‘irresponsible’ by creating an unbearable 
burden on the environment, the government’s Sustainable Development adviser has warned. 
The adviser says that curbing population growth through contraception must be at the heart 
of policies to fight global warming. Political leaders and ‘green’ campaigners should stop 
dodging the issue of environmental harm caused by an expanding population. Each baby born 
in the UK will, during his or her lifetime, burn carbon roughly equivalent to 2½ acres of 
woodland – an area the size of Trafalgar Square. The UK population, now 62 million, will exceed 
70 million by 2028. On average, women born outside the UK have 2.5 children compared with 
1.7 for those born in the UK. The global population of 7 billion is expected to rise to 9.2 billion 
by 2050. Governments of both developed and developing nations must act to limit family size 
if they are serious about reducing energy consumption. 

Which one of the following, if true, most strengthens the above argument? 

(A) Large families are the norm in many developing nations, often for good economic reasons. 

(B) Methods of reducing carbon footprint by other means are being developed. 

(C) Many babies are born to men and women who did not intend or wish to become parents. 

(D) Governments of developed nations will meet fierce resistance to plans to limit family size. 

(E) Many men and women are unable to have children. 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q34] 

Television has had an adverse effect on family communication. Why? Because instead of talking 
together, as they did in the past, families now tend to sit round the small, or not-so-small, 
screen. They watch and listen rather than discuss. They are passive rather than active. Instead 
of participating, they are content to be entertained. Consequently, television dampens people’s 
ability to think for themselves. 

Which one of the following identifies a flaw in the argument above? 

(A) The initial assertion is contradicted by the conclusion. 

(B) The reasons are not relevant to the stated conclusion. 

(C) It makes a generalisation on the basis of a particular example. 

(D) It assumes that what was right in the past is right for the present. 

(E) The argument is circular in that it assumes what it sets out to conclude. 

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q35] 

We need to change science lessons so that they give children a correct view of modern science. 
Children are often taught in science lessons that matter can exist in three different states – solid, 
liquid and gas. However, developments in science suggest that this is far too simple a picture. 
Increased knowledge of the universe has shown that many other states of matter exist, for 
example, plasma and liquid crystal. Plasma is thought to be the state of 99% of matter in the 
universe, so the traditional states of matter are in a very small minority. So the traditional view 
is giving children a false, indeed unscientific, view of the universe. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) School science has failed to keep up with modern scientific developments. 

(B) School science gives an over-simplistic view of the nature of matter. 

(C) School science gives children an incorrect view of the universe. 

(D) School science suggests matter is made up of three different states. 

(E) School science should be updated so that it reflects modern science. 

  



2021 
ueie.com 

20 

 ｜TSA 历年真题集 (2008-2021) 

TSA Past Paper 2017 20 

[TSA, 2017S1Q36] 

Fergus Castle is a tourist attraction on a small island off the coast of the mainland. A ferry 
service runs between the mainland and the island, and takes 40 minutes to make a single 
journey in either direction. There is a turnaround time of 5 minutes at the end of each single 
journey. Each day, ferries leave the mainland every 20 minutes, at 5, 25 and 45 minutes past 
each hour, starting at 09:05. Ferries leave the island at 15, 35 and 55 minutes past each hour, 
starting at 09:15. 

What is the minimum number of boats needed? 

(A) 3 

(B) 4 

(C) 5 

(D) 6 

(E) 7 

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q37] 

The table below shows the numbers of pupils and teachers in all UK schools in 2003: 

 

Which region had the lowest ratio of pupils per teacher? 

(A) England Midlands 

(B) England South 

(C) Wales 

(D) Scotland 

(E) Northern Ireland 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q38] 

When a mixed doubles tournament is held at my tennis club, partners are chosen by the 
following method. 

The appropriate number of tokens, all with a different shape, are placed into a box, and the 
male participants all pick one out. Each token has an identical 'twin' in a second box, from 
which the female participants all select one. Each pair of identical tokens fit together to make 
a complete disc. Couples with identical tokens partner each other in the tournament. 

Which one of the following can not be a token used by my tennis club? 

  
 

A B C 

 
 

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q39] 

A pioneering scheme started two years ago in Cambridge shire assigns an individual 
caseworker to the most vulnerable homeless people. The caseworker helps the homeless 
person navigate through the health, justice and housing systems until his or her life improves. 
It has already shown that an average of £1000 a month per homeless person has been saved – 
money that would otherwise have been spent on providing emergency support. 

Which one of the following is a conclusion that can be drawn from the above passage? 

(A) Individual case workers should be assigned to homeless people. 

(B) Vulnerable homeless people are costing too much. 

(C) Some systems are hard for homeless people to deal with. 

(D) Homeless people rely on emergency support at present. 

(E) The lives of homeless people are improved when they can easily access support. 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q40] 

Government advice on alcohol drinking limits is based on studies carried out twenty-five years 
ago. It has often been expressed in terms of a maximum number of units per day. But advising 
people about a daily rate implies that drinking alcohol every day is acceptable, when up-to-
date research suggests that the body needs more ‘recovery time’ than one day. Health 
promotion advice should avoid being so simple that it inadvertently encourages unhealthy 
behaviour. 

Better to have more complex messages than simple messages which promote unhealthy 
behaviour. 

Which one of the following is an assumption underlying the above argument? 

(A) The research carried out twenty-five years ago is no longer valid. 

(B) Drinking alcohol every day is common practice. 

(C) People always follow the advice of health promotion messages. 

(D) The government should regularly revise its advice on all health issues. 

(E) Complex health promotion messages will be read and understood. 

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q41] 

Studies of fossilised remains indicate that, every 20 to 30 million years, life on Earth 
experiences a sudden and mass extinction of all or most of its dominant species. Yet, in each 
case, within some 5 to 10 million years the diversity of species on the planet is as great, if not 
greater, than it had been previously, since the demise of the dominant species allows more 
minority species to flourish. Whatever disasters we may wreak on the planet, life in the long 
term will not only survive but actually increase in richness and diversity. 

Which one of the following, if true, most weakens the above argument? 

(A) The consequences of a global nuclear holocaust are not known. 

(B) It can be difficult to draw precise conclusions about dates from fossil records. 

(C) Human technology will soon be advanced enough to prevent most natural catastrophes. 

(D) Some species are able to withstand the most extreme forms of environmental change. 

(E) Some species have died out due to dramatic changes in climate. 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q42] 

Joan has a cat called Tibber. 

Every day Tibber is fed 2 sachets of wet food and 25 grams of dry food. 

For some time, Joan has bought the cat food from the local pet shop where one box of 12 sachets 
costs £12.00 and one 400 gram packet of dry food costs £4.00. 

Joan has now decided to buy all of the cat food from an online distributor. 

Four boxes, each of 24 sachets of wet food, will cost £62.40, and one 2 kilogram packet of dry 
food will cost £16.00. 

How much money will Joan save each day on cat food when she buys it from the online 
distributor rather than the local pet shop? 

(A) 40p 

(B) 75p 

(C) 93p 

(D) £1.50 

(E) £2.25 

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q43] 

A particular computer game involves the capturing of three types of mythical creatures: Arps, 
Orps and Urps. 

Arps have 6 legs, 3 horns and a tail. 

Orps have 4 legs and 2 horns, but no tail. 

Urps have 3 legs and a tail, but no horns. 

The last time Billy played this game he captured 45 creatures with a total of 222 legs, 99 horns 
and 33 tails. 

How many of the 45 creatures that Billy captured were Urps? 

(A) 8 

(B) 12 

(C) 15 

(D) 20 

(E) 25 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q44] 

The drawing below shows an ‘L’ shaped box. 

 

Which one of the nets below cannot be folded up to form the ‘L’ shaped box? (A dotted line 
indicates a fold and a solid line indicates a cut.) 

  

 

A B C 

 

 

 

D E  
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[TSA, 2017S1Q45] 

In the 1990s, there were two lines of argument against buying properties to let them out 
instead of living in them yourselves. One was the moral argument that you were driving the 
boom for your own profit and making houses unaffordable for everyone else; the other was the 
practical argument that houses were a risky investment. Despite these objections, the buy-to-
let market continued to grow and now, twenty years later, the result is that the housing market 
is totally inaccessible to most of a generation. Rents in London have gone up eight times faster 
than wages. Plainly, no social good will come of this. Rents will continue to rise, and people 
who live in London will see their finances become more and more precarious. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Buy-to-let has made housing unaffordable in London. 

(B) Rent increases have exceeded wage increases in London. 

(C) No social good will come of buy-to-let. 

(D) Rents in London will continue to rise. 

(E) Investing in buy-to-let is immoral. 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q46] 

When either freedom of speech or freedom of assembly is present in society, democratic 
government inevitably results. If you live under a dictatorship, you must therefore lack both of 
these key liberties. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the kind of reasoning used in the above 
argument? 

(A) If a house lacks both window locks and a burglar alarm, the insurance application will 
inevitably be turned down. Since your claim has been rejected, your house must have 
neither window locks nor burglar alarm. 

(B) If heat or light is emitted by a body, then its energy decreases. It follows that, if a body’s 
energy remains constant, it has emitted neither heat nor light. 

(C) Anybody over 21 who holds a university degree or equivalent is eligible for selection. Since 
Greg is 19 and still an undergraduate, he cannot be eligible. 

(D) Either the fans are very loyal or they don’t mind the team losing week after week. No fans 
like to watch their team being beaten, so they must be very loyal. 

(E) With water and sunlight this plant will thrive, since both water and sunlight are necessary 
for a plant's survival. 

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q47] 

In a situation where every course of action is immoral, there still remains the ability to act for 
the greatest good for the greatest number. Therefore, the outsiders ought to be eliminated at 
the least possible cost and with the least possible delay. I am sorry to arrive at that conclusion, 
but it is the right step. 

Which one of the following best illustrates the principle contained in the above argument? 

(A) The swiftest and cheapest option is often the least immoral action. 

(B) The action that harms the least number of people is the best possible action. 

(C) Where all options are immoral, it is necessary to consider cost and speed. 

(D) An action cannot be considered totally immoral if it is the right action. 

(E) An action cannot be considered totally immoral if it is done for the greater good. 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q48] 

Each word in a word game is scored by adding up the values of its letters. Each letter has the 
same value whenever it appears but different letters have different values. I know the word 
values for TEAR, RITE, TREE and RAT, but none of the letter values. 

How many of the letter values can I now calculate? 

(A) 0 

(B) 1 

(C) 2 

(D) 3 

(E) 4 

 

[TSA, 2017S1Q49] 

Nathan lives in London. His older brother Mark lives in San Diego, his younger brother Ben 
lives in Barcelona and his sister Isabel lives in Nairobi. Nathan is trying to arrange an online 
call between all four siblings. Each of the siblings has agreed to be available between 08:00 and 
20:00 local time. 

San Diego is 8 hours behind London time. 

Barcelona is 1 hour ahead of London time. 

Nairobi is 2 hours ahead of London time. 

For how many hours during a 24-hour period are at least three of the four siblings able to be 
online at the same time? 

(A) 8 

(B) 9 

(C) 10 

(D) 11 

(E) 12 
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[TSA, 2017S1Q50] 

Marina purchased a pair of L-shaped tables thinking that they would add an unusual touch to 
her conference room. 

 

Which one of the following arrangements could not be made using the two L-shaped tables? 

 
 

 
A B C 

 

 

 

D E  
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TSA 2017 S2 
Time Allowed: 30 minutes 

 

微信扫码在线完成考试，考试结束后由教师人工阅卷判分。 

This question paper contains a choice of four tasks, of which you must answer only one. 
There is space on the question paper for preliminary notes. Your answer must be written 
on the answer sheet provided. No additional answer sheets may be used. Candidates 
with permission to use a word processor must not exceed 1200 words. 

The questions each provide an opportunity for you to show how well you can select, 
develop and organise ideas and communicate them effectively in writing. 

It is important that your answer is relevant to the question and addresses it directly. 
This is not a test of knowledge, nor is it assumed that the questions have right or wrong 
answers. If the question requires you to make judgements and express your opinions, try 
to provide coherent arguments to support your views and consider the merits of possible 
counter arguments. 

Before you begin writing, take time to think carefully about what you need to say and 
the ways in which the organisation of your response might help convey your message. 

Note that your response must be contained in the space provided on a single two-page 
answer sheet. The disciplines involved in this are considered key features of the task. 

Take care to show how well you can write and be concise, clear and accurate. You must 
complete your answer sheet within the time limit. 

Dictionaries and calculators are NOT permitted. 

  

 

TSA 2017 S2 

Online Exam 

https://appau7lmfib7689.h5.xiaoeknow.com/evaluation_wechat/examination/introduce/ex_60f0f2bd72fa4_mo3W9ONq
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[TSA, 2017S2] 

YOU MUST ANSWER ONLY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

1. Are ‘drone strikes’ morally different to military campaigns fought on the ground? 

 

2. Is reducing inequality always a good thing? 

 

3. Is a referendum a good way to decide a major question facing a country? 

 

4. Can we learn about intelligence by studying how humans and other animals learn? 
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TSA 2018 S1 
Time Allowed: 90 minutes 

 

微信扫码完成在线考试后，自动判分并呈现完整解析、错题录入错题本。 

Speed as well as accuracy is important in this section. Work quickly, or you may not finish 
the paper. There are no penalties for incorrect responses, only marks for correct answers, 
so you should attempt all 50 questions. Each question is worth one mark. 

Answer on the sheet provided. Questions ask you to show your choice between five options. 
Choose the one option you consider correct and record your choice on the separate answer 
sheet. If you make a mistake, erase thoroughly and try again. 

You must complete the answer sheet within the time limit. 

You can use the question paper for rough working or notes, but no extra paper is allowed. 

Calculators are NOT permitted. 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q1] 

Fear of death prompted us to develop technology that helps people live longer. But those same 
technological advances have condemned us to fear of infirmity and dementia, since so many of 
us will live to an advanced age. So as to eliminate this new fear, once we have reached old age 
we should be assisted to die if we choose death over a sad decline. According to current 
estimates, dementia affects almost 50 per cent of people by the age of 85, and bodily infirmity 
is guaranteed to develop further the older we get. There is no cure for old age. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Technology has advanced to the point where we can now choose when to die. 

(B) Euthanasia should be readily available to people who have reached a certain age. 

(C) The fear of infirmity and dementia is worse than the fear of death. 

(D) We must develop technology to cure dementia and infirmity. 

(E) We should focus on the health of the young instead of that of the old. 

 

[TSA, 2018S1Q2] 

There are 24 pupils in a class. They decided to help the local park by planting a total of 24 plants, 
a mixture of birch trees and roses. Each girl planted three roses, and every three boys planted 
one birch tree between them. 

How many more boys than girls are there in the class? 

(A) 3 

(B) 6 

(C) 8 

(D) 12 

(E) 18 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q3] 

The family had to choose between planting maize or soybeans. Maize received a better market 
price than soybeans last year, but maize requires a much greater fertiliser input to ensure high 
yields. Because they could not obtain credit to purchase additional fertiliser, they planted 
soybeans even though the crop is likely to earn less at harvest time. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) In order to go on the trip to New York, the students have to raise enough money. They are 
failing to raise much money, so it is unlikely they will go on the trip. 

(B) She can apply for a loan from a bank or a local credit union. The credit union has higher 
customer service ratings, so she hopes it will give her the loan. 

(C) To be able to buy their first home, they had to save money for a deposit. They bought a 
house last year, so they must have saved enough money for a deposit. 

(D) You only get a promotion if you meet your sales targets. You are sure to get a promotion 
because you met last quarter’s sales targets. 

(E) To exchange currency, the tourists could use a bank or, for a poorer exchange rate, use 
their hotel. They had to use the hotel as there was not enough time to find a bank. 

 

[TSA, 2018S1Q4] 

The world is now producing more farmed fish than beef. In 2012, fish production reached a 
record 66 million tonnes; cattle-farm output levelled out at 63 million tonnes. This ought to be 
good news for the environment. Cattle farming is one of the biggest contributors to global 
warming, while fish farming – as well as being sustainable – produces little pollution. Fish such 
as the silver carp can be reared on existing rice paddies, and they feed on grass, plankton and 
detritus. Species such as salmon, however, are carnivorous and are fed on smaller fish like 
anchovies caught in the wild. As a result, salmon can only be farmed by further depleting wild 
fish stocks. 

Which one of the following can most reliably be drawn as a conclusion from the above passage? 

(A) Fish farmers who produce carnivorous fish should switch to producing non-carnivorous 
fish. 

(B) Fish farming is likely to become increasingly more widespread in comparison to beef 
farming. 

(C) Fish farming will always be better for the environment than cattle farming. 

(D) It would be better for the environment if a greater proportion of farmed fish was non- 
carnivorous. 

(E) Where possible, farmers should opt for more environmentally friendly forms of farming. 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q5] 

There is an urgent need to improve the recruitment procedures for teaching positions at 
universities. There have been numerous cases in which academics have failed to hire 
outstanding young researchers and talented lecturers. For example, a research fellow from 
Germany complained that his applications for lecturing jobs were rejected despite his 
impressive research and publication record. Another scholar from Spain, who had received the 
Excellence in Teaching Award, also failed to get a job. A number of similar complaints have 
forced the Department of Education to introduce a policy which requires universities to staff 
the relevant selection committees with representatives from independent human resources 
consultancies. This measure will improve recruitment procedures. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) Academics are driven by egotistic interests when they recruit faculty members. 

(B) Human resources consultants will be able to spot suitable candidates for teaching 
positions. 

(C) A good publication record can diminish your chances of being hired. 

(D) The primary goal of universities is to maintain the quality of teaching, rather than 
excellence in research. 

(E) Graduates of German and Spanish universities have fewer chances of being hired for 
teaching positions. 

 

[TSA, 2018S1Q6] 

Jake has a 500 ml bottle of orange squash that he has made according to the instructions on the 
bottle of concentrate. The instructions dictate that he should add 4 parts water to 1 part 
concentrate. He accidentally spills his squash, and now there is only 400 ml in the bottle. He 
then tops up the remainder with concentrate. 

What percentage of the squash in his 500 ml bottle is now concentrate? 

(A) 18% 

(B) 20% 

(C) 28% 

(D) 36% 

(E) 40% 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q7] 

Baytree Island’s Council is concerned to retain a balance of skilled professional workers 
amongst the population, and monitors migrants in and migrants out on an annual basis. There 
is currently some concern about the trend, and the Chief Administration Officer was asked to 
prepare a statistical table for the next Council meeting, as shown below: 

 

Key: P = persons, M = males, F = females 

In which year did the island have the greatest overall loss of professionals? 

(A) 2013 

(B) 2014 

(C) 2015 

(D) 2016 

(E) 2017 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q8] 

Most railway stations have digital clocks that display the time in 24-hour format. I recently 
undertook a train journey from Exeter to Aberdeen. As the train left Exeter, the clock on the 
platform showed: 

 
I lost track of time as I read a book and then dozed. I eventually became aware of the train 
coming to rest and the guard announcing ‘Carlisle’. 

I opened my eyes, and found that I could only see the top of the platform clock (because of the 
hoarding in the way) as follows: 

 

Approximately what time was it, to the nearest hour, when the train stopped at Carlisle? 

(A) 1 o’clock 

(B) 2 o’clock 

(C) 3 o’clock 

(D) 4 o’clock 

(E) 5 o’clock 

 

[TSA, 2018S1Q9] 

Shooting is not just positive for rural economies, but is also necessary for conservation efforts. 
In various peripheral rural places in Britain, sport shooting related jobs are a mainstay of local 
economies, often accounting for as much as a third of the labour market. However, since 
humans disturbed the ecosystem by eradicating the top predators, destroying habitats and 
introducing non-native species, we are also now responsible for reducing further damage – 
conserving – by continuous management. This means shooting overpopulated species to 
minimise the risks of disease and starvation, and dominant foreign species in order to conserve 
weaker native ones. Additionally, the management of the environment for the purposes of 
sport shooting can have very positive conservation effects; for example, many endangered 
birds of prey now thrive on shooting estates. 

Which one of the following, if true, most weakens the above argument? 

(A) Wild flower numbers and bee populations have increased on shooting estates.  

(B) Many animals that are shot are sold on to butchers and enter the food market.  

(C) People from all over the world travel to Britain to engage in sport shooting. 

(D) Many native species such as the red squirrel are at threat from foreign species. 

(E) Re-introducing top predators such as wolves is a more effective means of conservation. 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q10] 

Thousands of parents have recently been prosecuted by local education authorities for taking 
their children out of school to go on holiday during term time. I took my daughter out of 
primary school for a two-week holiday every year. The headmistress made no objection and 
said it would give the other kids time to catch up with her! She was able to learn a foreign 
language and spend some rewarding time with her French pen-pal. She eventually achieved 
top grades at school and a degree in mathematics, so it obviously did her no harm! Parents, not 
governments, know best how to raise children. This law is quite unnecessary. 

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) It is an appeal to tradition because it suggests that taking children on holiday in term time 
used to be acceptable. 

(B) It is based on authority as it uses the headmistress’s lack of objection in support. 

(C) It assumes that because the daughter’s good grades were achieved after her foreign 
holidays, they were the result of the holidays. 

(D) It is based entirely on the one example of the daughter and generalises from that. 

(E) It assumes that learning some French adequately compensated for the work the daughter 
missed. 

 

[TSA, 2018S1Q11] 

Evidence suggests that children whose parents are married tend to fare better – financially, 
academically and socially – than children of unmarried parents. The government is therefore 
proposing a tax break for married couples, whereby married couples are reimbursed by 
approximately £150 per person per annum. This idea is flawed for several reasons. First, it 
punishes those whose partners have left them and broken up the marriage. Secondly, it 
punishes those who, through no fault of their own, have been unable to find a partner. Thirdly, 
it assumes that people in unhappy relationships will persevere in their unhappy state for 
something like £12.50 a month. This is patently absurd. Finally, it makes the bogus assumption 
that maintaining a poor marriage will be better for the children than separation. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) A poor relationship could be more damaging for a child than separation. 

(B) Children whose parents are married tend to fare better than children of unmarried parties. 

(C) It is absurd to think that people will persevere in an unhappy relationship for the sum 
proposed. 

(D) The government’s proposal punishes single parents. 

(E) The government’s idea of giving married couples tax breaks is flawed. 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q12] 

Below is a table showing the value of Lucy’s shares. They started at £3.00 in 2011 and in 2016 
they were worth £22.68. 

 

When did Lucy’s shares have the biggest percentage increase? 

(A) 2011–2012 

(B) 2012–2013 

(C) 2013–2014 

(D) 2014–2015 

(E) 2015–2016 

 

[TSA, 2018S1Q13] 

I am redecorating my house and need to buy wallpaper for one of the rooms. I need to buy 54 
m of wallpaper in total and want to pay the lowest price. The table below shows the details of 
the five types of wallpaper I want to choose between. 

 

Which type of wallpaper should I choose? 

(A) woodchip 

(B) vymura 

(C) anaglypta 

(D) embossed 

(E) fabric effect 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q14] 

The diagram below shows the method of construction of a book with four folded sheets in each 
block, and three blocks in total. Page one is the first page of the first block of four sheets. At the 
centre of each block, you can see the stitching that binds the book together. 

 

A book is to be made using the same technique but with eight sheets of paper in each of the 
three blocks. 

Which of the following pairs of pages could be in the centre of a block (that is, if opened there, 
the stitching would be visible)? 

(A) 46 and 47 

(B) 47 and 48 

(C) 48 and 49 

(D) 63 and 64 

(E) 64 and 65 

 

[TSA, 2018S1Q15] 

The award of a Nobel Prize in economics, but not in psychology, sociology or anthropology, 
seems to imply that economics is not a social science, but an exact one, like chemistry or physics. 
Underpinning this idea is the thought that the human world operates like the physical world. 
Economists themselves perpetuate this impression by dealing in hard quantitative data, as 
opposed to observation and qualitative analysis. The defining feature of the natural sciences is 
their consistent success in making predictions, but almost all economists failed to predict the 
2008 financial crisis. The striking collapse of LTCM, a hedge fund set up by two economists who 
were later awarded the Nobel Prize, further underscores the limits of economics to make 
accurate forecasts. 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion from the above passage? 

(A) The Nobel Prize should not be awarded for economics. 

(B) The human world is not part of the physical world. 

(C) Economics is not a science like chemistry or physics. 

(D) Economists cannot predict the behaviour of markets. 

(E) Hard quantitative data has no role in economics. 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q16] 

Mobile phone use and driving under the influence of alcohol are not the only examples of 
irresponsible driver behaviour. Tiredness when driving a vehicle is said to be responsible for 
300 deaths per year. Astonishingly, almost half of male drivers and 22% of female drivers 
admit to having fallen asleep at the wheel. If we assume (and it seems reasonable to do so) that 
even more people are injured than killed as a result of accidents caused by tiredness, it is clear 
that tiredness while driving is a major road safety issue – and entirely preventable. If we wish 
to preserve our own lives and those of others we should not drive a car knowing that we have 
had insufficient sleep or rest to drive safely. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) Women are more careful than men about driving when they are tired. 

(B) Drivers are able to recognise when they are dangerously tired. 

(C) Falling asleep when driving is more dangerous than using a mobile phone while driving. 

(D) People whose jobs involve long distance driving can always avoid driving while tired. 

(E) Tiredness has been insufficiently highlighted in road safety campaigns. 

 

[TSA, 2018S1Q17] 

There has been a significant rise in the number of children with rickets. This has resulted from 
the airless, indoor world we have created for ourselves. Rickets is caused by a deficiency of 
vitamin D, which is produced in response to sunlight on the skin. Where children used to play 
outside they mostly stay indoors immersed in virtual realities via various electronic media. 
Instead of long summer evenings outdoors, we close the curtains to prevent sunlight falling on 
our screens. The lure of technology is compounded by adult fears of the risks to children if they 
are left to roam free in the outside world; in any case there are fewer accessible public spaces 
for open air activity. Curing this will require an awful lot more than vitamin pills. 

Which one of the following, if true, most weakens the above argument? 

(A) There has been a large growth in areas designated as national parks and in urban parkland. 

(B) Diet has a much more significant effect on vitamin D intake than sunlight. 

(C) The incidence of rickets is confined to a few hundred cases a year. 

(D) In the 19th century, when the incidence of rickets was much higher, terrible air pollution 
and smog affected the large population of city dwellers. 

(E) Many people can’t afford or be relied on to take vitamin D supplements. 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q18] 

Five girls are collecting shells on a beach. They are putting them in buckets that each hold 24 
hells. At the end of the collecting time, they are going to ensure that they all have the same 
number of shells. Four of them are only two short of filling their bucket, but the youngest one 
is lagging behind with her total. Each of the others give her three shells from their buckets in 
order to equalise the numbers collected. 

How many shells did the youngest girl collect for herself? 

(A) 4 

(B) 7 

(C) 10 

(D) 12 

(E) 19 

 

[TSA, 2018S1Q19] 

A Youth Centre runs a number of football teams for boys of different ages. Each season, one 
prize is awarded to the player who has given the best all-round performance. Five players have 
been nominated as possible recipients of this year’s prize. The manager has decided not to 
reward any player who has missed two consecutive training sessions more than twice, and the 
manager will also exclude anyone who has failed to score a goal from a penalty kick more than 
twice. After these criteria have been applied, the prize will go to the player who has scored the 
highest number of goals. 

 
Which player will receive the best all-round performance prize? 

(A) David 

(B) John 

(C) Colin 

(D) Mike 

(E) Graham 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q20] 

The diagram below shows the net of a cube. 

 

The following diagrams show five suggested views of the cube once it has been assembled. 

 

Which two of the above are possible views of the cube? 

(A) 1 and 2 

(B) 2 and 3 

(C) 3 and 4 

(D) 1 and 4 

(E) 4 and 5 

 

[TSA, 2018S1Q21] 

When mobile phones first became relatively inexpensive many parents bought them for their 
teenage children on the grounds that having access to a phone would keep them safe. High 
profile cases of abduction at the time underscored the need to improve safety for young people. 
But today mobile phones invariably have access to the internet, which has made young people 
vulnerable to stalking and cyberbullying. Since the stated case for buying teenagers mobile 
phones was to keep them safe, we should now restrict their access to them. 

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) The incidence of cyberbullying and stalking does not undermine the respects in which 
mobile phones keep teenagers safe. 

(B) If you restrict young people’s access to mobile phones they will continue to bully one 
another on other devices. 

(C) Access to mobile phones has not stopped teenagers from being attacked while out alone 
at night. 

(D) The majority of teenagers are not affected by the problems of stalking and cyberbullying. 

(E) It ignores the fact that there are other ways of keeping children safe. 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q22] 

A new supermarket scheme awards money-off vouchers to customers who spend £40 a week 
on their grocery shopping. As your weekly shop only costs £15, you are not eligible for 
vouchers. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) A discount is given to gym members who introduce new customers. You brought two 
friends who joined up, so you will get a discount. 

(B) Dessert is given to all those who have completed their main course. You have not eaten 
your main course so you will not be given dessert. 

(C) Anyone between the ages of 18–30 inclusive gets admission into the nightclub half-price. 
You are 30 so you will not pay full price. 

(D) A bursary is given to those on incomes below £10 000. You earn £9000 so you will receive 
a bursary. 

(E) Only experienced wine drinkers can appreciate a good wine. You prefer poor quality wine 
as you have only recently started drinking wine. 

 

[TSA, 2018S1Q23] 

The plethora of house-buying and relocation programmes on television these days may well 
stimulate an interest in lovely properties, but they are a bad thing because at the same time 
they make viewers who could never afford the houses shown feel both envious and worthless. 

Which one of the following illustrates the principle used in the above argument? 

(A) People who watch house-buying programmes do not tend to have nice houses themselves. 

(B) Seeing others enjoy luxuries that they have not got can motivate people to work harder to 
earn enough to support the same lifestyle. 

(C) The public thinks a celebrity lifestyle must be great, but most celebrities are constantly 
worried about dropping out of the public eye. 

(D) It is said that renting property is throwing money away, but so much of what one pays 
monthly on a mortgage goes on interest anyway that many people find it better to rent 
rather than buy. 

(E) Magazines that show images of men and women who seem perfect are largely to blame for 
our discontent and for the increase in eating disorders among young people. 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q24] 

I have a digital clock that works in 24-hour format (that is, after 23:59, it goes to 00:00). The 
patterns for each number are made up of segments, as shown below: 

 

What is the maximum number of segments that can be displayed at once, while still showing a 
valid time? 

(A) 20 

(B) 23 

(C) 24 

(D) 26 

(E) 28 

 

[TSA, 2018S1Q25] 

The President of Bugaria is elected using the supplementary vote system, which is conducted 
as follows: 

Voters vote for their first-choice and second-choice candidates (though a second choice is 
optional). 

The two candidates with the most first-choice votes go through to a second stage, whilst the 
others are eliminated. The second-choice votes for these two from the ballot papers of the 
eliminated candidates are added to their first-choice votes, and the candidate with the greater 
total is elected President. 

The table below shows a summary of the votes cast for the five candidates in last week’s 
Bugarian Presidential Election. For example, 37 862 voters cast their first vote for Sam and 
their second vote for Val. 

 
Who has been elected President of Bugaria? 

(A) Sam 

(B) Val 

(C) Kim 

(D) Pat 

(E) Jo 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q26] 

A number of identical boxes are piled up, waiting to be loaded into a delivery van. Amy and Ben 
are about to load them into the van. 

The appearance of the pile of boxes and the positions of Amy and Ben at present are shown 
below: 

 

Amy’s view of the pile is: 

 

Which one of the following could not be Ben’s view of the pile? 

   

A B C 

 
 

 

D E  
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[TSA, 2018S1Q27] 

Long-term unemployment is a big problem for the UK, both for the government and for the 
individual. The solution is unlikely to be one the government wishes to consider: invest money 
in improving the skills of job centre staff. Some people argue that providing welfare benefits 
makes unemployed people less motivated to find work. Other people, mostly outside the 
government, think that not enough is done to provide the help needed to get people into work. 
Neither side is right. Unemployed people are all different: some really want to work and would 
do so if they had help; others are content to live on benefits. We have to steer away from one-
size-fits-all solutions and tailor the approach to the individual. But this needs much higher 
levels of skilled staff than job centres currently have. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Long-term unemployment is one of the biggest problems facing the UK. 

(B) Unemployed people vary in their motivation to work. 

(C) One-size-fits-all solutions tend to be cheaper than tailored approaches. 

(D) The way to reduce unemployment is to spend on skilled staff in job centres. 

(E) Welfare benefits provide a disincentive to work. 

 

[TSA, 2018S1Q28] 

A Prime Minister has a difficult judgement to make when deciding whether to sack one of their 
ministers or not. Faced, for example, with a minister involved in some kind of scandal, the 
Prime Minister might feel they should sack them to show they stand up for integrity and high 
moral standards, or, on the other hand, allow them to remain in post for other reasons such as 
loyalty to a colleague or a belief that they are, on balance, doing a good job. Sacking ministers 
shows that the Prime Minister is prepared to live by principles, even if by so doing they lose 
valued colleagues. The electorate will judge the Prime Minister to have acted with integrity: 
that is an invaluable perception for anyone wishing to remain in power. 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion from the above passage? 

(A) It is in the Prime Minister’s electoral interests to err on the side of sacking. 

(B) Restoring public trust at a time when the reputation of politicians is low is a priority. 

(C) Ministers are often sacked for a relatively minor wrongdoing when this is not in the 
interests of the country. 

(D) Ministers involved in scandals should always be sacked. 

(E) Politicians seek to stay in power at all costs. 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q29] 

In a survey done by a school librarian during one year, borrowing of books in the library 
declined by 20%. Amongst books borrowed, rates of late return or loss of books also increased 
by 10%. On the other hand, student use of computers in the library increased by 25%. This 
finding was reinforced by frequent complaints from students that there were no computers 
available when they needed to use them. The librarian concluded that the best response to 
these findings was to cut the number of books and purchase more computers. 20% of books 
were sold off or given away, the space given over to additional computer tables, and the 
library’s entire available budget given over to purchasing new computers. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the librarian’s reasoning? 

(A) The library should cater for the students’ preferences rather than trying to change them. 

(B) A decline in the borrowing of books indicates a decline in reading. 

(C) Students were unjustified in complaining about the lack of computers. 

(D) Students’ educational achievement is improved by using computers. 

(E) Library use will necessarily increase if more computers are provided. 

 

[TSA, 2018S1Q30] 

Recently, packets of Amblers crisps have had ‘money-off’ coupons inside them. Some coupons 
are worth 9p, some are worth 14p and some are worth 20p. 

George has been collecting these coupons. He has more 14p coupons than 9p coupons, and 
more 9p coupons than 20p coupons. The total value of all of his coupons is exactly £1.50. 

How many coupons has George collected? 

(A) 9 

(B) 10 

(C) 11 

(D) 12 

(E) 13 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q31] 

Joanne is studying the period 1900–1950 and has decided to buy a new book to help with her 
studies. There are five different books available at her local bookshop, the details of which are 
summarised below: 

 

On Tuesday, Joanne chose to buy the cheapest book that would satisfy her requirements, and 
went away to get the exact amount of money needed to buy it. When she returned the following 
day to buy her chosen book she found that there was a sale and all of the books had been 
reduced by 20%. She then decided instead to buy the most expensive book that she could with 
the money she had, and which still satisfied her requirements. 

How much money did Joanne have left over once she had bought the book? 

(A) £0 

(B) £1 

(C) £2 

(D) £3 

(E) £5 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q32] 

Connem Ltd. has recently adopted a new company logo. 

A large plastic version of the logo has just been delivered to the office, to be attached to the 
outside of the building. Unfortunately, in transit, the plastic has broken into two pieces, as 
shown below: 

 

Which one of the following could not be Connem’s new logo? 

 
 

 

A B C 

  

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2018S1Q33] 

The current advice from the NHS in the UK is to eat five portions of fruit and vegetables a day. 
However, a recent study suggested that at least seven portions are needed to maximise health. 
Given that less than a third of adults in the UK, and even fewer children, currently meet the 
five-a-day target, there is little to be gained from changing the NHS advice to a higher number. 
A higher target might even be counter-productive, as evidence shows that a change in diet is 
best sustained when the change is made slowly and incrementally. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Eating seven portions of fruit and vegetables a day is needed to stay healthy. 

(B) At least two thirds of the UK adult population ignore current guidelines. 

(C) Current guidance on fruit and vegetable intake should be maintained. 

(D) Setting high targets for a change in diet is unrealistic. 

(E) Current advice on fruit and vegetable intake has not taken account of recent research.  



2022 
ueie.com 

20 

 ｜TSA 历年真题集 (2008-2021) 

TSA Past Paper 2018 20 

[TSA, 2018S1Q34] 

Welfare benefits create a culture of dependency and an unproductive workforce. There are 
people who stay on welfare benefits for years and never look for employment. Two years ago 
the government introduced tougher restrictions on the eligibility to receive benefits and the 
number of recipients has now fallen by 20%. The government should therefore toughen these 
restrictions even more to further reduce the number of welfare claimants. 

Which one of the following identifies the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) It rests on the false assumption that people are happy to stay on benefits and not look for 
work. 

(B) It gives the impression that the benefits are undeserved. 

(C) It ignores the possibility of other causes for the fall in the number of welfare recipients. 

(D) It equates the recipients of benefits with an unproductive workforce. 

(E) It implies that welfare recipients are in this situation due to their own fault. 

 

[TSA, 2018S1Q35] 

There seems to be universal agreement on Shakespeare’s greatness, yet many of his plays lack 
any significant development of plot or character. An exceptional skill with language is evident 
in all his works and his running theme concerning the relationship between appearances and 
reality has appealed to audiences across times and cultures. But is this enough to confer 
greatness? More likely this status derives from a small number of his plays, the four great 
tragedies, which succeed in dramatising reflection on the depths of the human condition. It is 
this which touches the hearts and minds of his audience. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Shakespeare’s focus on the relationship between appearances and reality has appealed to 
audiences across times and cultures. 

(B) There seems to be universal agreement on Shakespeare’s greatness. 

(C) Shakespeare succeeds in touching the hearts and minds of audiences. 

(D) Shakespeare’s greatness derives from a small number of his plays, the great tragedies. 

(E) Limited plot and character development in many of his plays do not affect Shakespeare’s 
reputation as a great playwright. 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q36] 

At the start of the school year, a village shop stocks and sells a range of stationery items. The 
table below shows details of the wholesale costs and retail prices for a number of the items 
sold. 

 
Of the five items sold, which two together made the most profit for the shop owner? 

(A) crayons and pencils 

(B) crayons and pens 

(C) felt tips and pencils 

(D) felt tips and rulers 

(E) pens and rulers 

 

[TSA, 2018S1Q37] 

There is an automatic photograph booth in my local shopping centre. It takes exactly 2 minutes 
from the time that the money is inserted for the photographs to be taken, then the developed 
photographs appear 4 minutes later. 

Money may only be inserted when the green light is on. This light goes out immediately after 
money is inserted, and comes back on again exactly 3 minutes later. 

This morning, I arrived at the booth just as it was being switched on, and I was sixth in the 
queue. The first person inserted their money immediately, and the rest of us all inserted our 
money as soon as we were allowed to. 

How long after I arrived at the booth did I insert my money? 

(A) 15 minutes 

(B) 18 minutes 

(C) 21 minutes 

(D) 25 minutes 

(E) 30 minutes 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q38] 

The diagram below shows part of a map of Ruralia. 

 
A group of students are on an expedition and must meet their teacher at Longwood, grid 
reference 787634. Unfortunately, they have been given a version of the map with the numbers 
missing from the gridlines, and the place names have been omitted too. They have a list of grid 
references for some places on the map, and are trying to work out which point to head for in 
order to be sure of meeting their teacher. 

 

They have a set of instructions showing how the grid references work: 

The grid reference of point P is 172427. Go to vertical line to the west of the point, read the 
number 17. Estimate how many tenths across the square the point appears at, hence 172. Go 
to horizontal line to the south of point P, read the number 42, estimate how many tenths up 
the square the point is, hence 427. This gives 172427 as the complete grid reference number. 

Here is the list of the grid references / place names the students have been given. 

 
Using this information to help you, which of the places marked on the map is Longwood? 

(A) V 

(B) W 

(C) X 

(D) Y 

(E) Z 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q39] 

Modern aeroplanes are for the most part ‘flown’ by autoflight computers. These computers can 
take over when the plane is just 30 metres off the ground, maintain whatever speed and height 
is tapped into the flight management system, and land the aircraft automatically. But when 
autoflight computers experience situations they haven’t been programmed to handle – sudden 
structural damage to the aircraft, or extreme weather – they can throw back responsibility to 
the pilot, who may become confused over the level of control they have. The confusion is made 
worse by flight deck computers overloading pilots with a blizzard of alerts. This is when 
crashes are most likely to happen. 

Which one of the following is a conclusion that can be drawn from the above passage? 

(A) Developing autoflight computers further to allow pilotless planes is likely to be safer than 
the current arrangement. 

(B) Automated systems can be refined to the extent that air crashes will not happen. 

(C) The combination of computer and human control over an aircraft is unsafe in most 
situations. 

(D) Autoflight computers can be controlled as easily from the ground as from inside the plane. 

(E) Human error in entering data into autoflight computers will always pose a risk. 

 

[TSA, 2018S1Q40] 

Children spend far too long in schools analysing poems when they should simply be learning 
to enjoy them. Thankfully, a new approach requires that, instead of focusing on analysing 
technical aspects of writing such as the writer’s use of imagery or alliteration, children will be 
required simply to learn poems so that they can recite them by heart. This makes good sense. 
What is the use of learning how to analyse literature if you have no appreciation of its actual 
value? If they then become interested in it enough to study it at A level or at university, that 
can be when they learn to analyse in detail the author’s craft. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) Analysing the writer’s craft could enhance the appreciation of the poem. 

(B) Children are not currently required to learn poems off by heart. 

(C) English will continue to be a subject available for study at A level or university. 

(D) For something to be classed as poetry it must include either alliteration or imagery. 

(E) Learning a poem off by heart will enable you to appreciate it more. 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q41] 

The financial circumstances of many young people make it difficult for them to forego paid 
employment for an extended period in order to undertake unpaid internships or work 
experience placements. In many industries, it is unlikely that a young person will gain entry-
level paid employment unless he or she has held one of these temporary unpaid positions. 
Therefore, the current system of unpaid internships creates an unfair advantage for individuals 
from more affluent backgrounds. 

Which one of the following, if true, most weakens the above argument? 

(A) Unpaid internships and work experience placements often provide young people with an 
important opportunity for gaining references. 

(B) The highest proportion of unpaid internships and work experience placements are based 
in a few central locations, such as London. 

(C) Unpaid internships and work experience placements come in various lengths of duration 
from one to two days up to a number of months. 

(D) Some young people find themselves moving from one unpaid position to another without 
being able to land a paid job. 

(E) Some schools and other organisations have programmes in place to help match young 
people with internships or work experience placements. 

 

0[TSA, 2018S1Q42] 

In the main draw of a lottery, six of the balls (which are numbered from 1 to 49) are selected 
at random, then the numbers chosen are rearranged and displayed in ascending numerical 
order. 

For instance: 3 17 20 29 34 45 

In one draw recently, I noticed that the six numbers were made up of a total of ten digits, all 
different. The lowest number on this occasion was 1 and the highest number was 49, so the 
range of the six numbers was 48, the greatest possible range for the lottery main draw. 

What is the smallest possible range when the six numbers in the main draw of the lottery have 
a total of ten digits, all different? 

(A) 21 

(B) 23 

(C) 27 

(D) 31 

(E) 32 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q43] 

Car parking charges are shown in the table below. Brian wants to park his car for a period of 
7.5 hours, whilst he is at work. He buys a ticket in the morning when he arrives at the car park. 
Due to the close proximity of the car park to his place of work, he is able to return to his car to 
buy a new ticket as many times as needed. 

 

What is the most Brian can save by returning to the car to buy new tickets compared to buying 
one 8-hour ticket? 

(A) £1.10 

(B) £1.40 

(C) £1.60 

(D) £2.10 

(E) £3.60 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q44] 

Here is a diagram of a cube. 

 

Which one of the following nets could be folded to make this cube? 

 
(A) 1 

(B) 2 

(C) 3 

(D) 4 

(E) 5 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q45] 

Charities address the negative effects of market economies, which apportion goods to people 
based on their ability to pay as opposed to their needs. The work of charities conceals the true 
impact of the market system and, worse, leaves the market in place to produce further negative 
outcomes. Charities therefore effectively perpetuate the problems the market system creates. 
Since it is immoral to support a practice that perpetuates the very problems it is supposed to 
resolve, giving to charity cannot be morally justified. After all, if the effects of a system are 
morally wrong, then it is immoral to sustain that system. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Charity does not address the cause of the problem. 

(B) Charitable giving is necessary because of the market system. 

(C) Charities perpetuate the negative effects of market economies. 

(D) Giving to charity is immoral. 

(E) Charities conceal the negative effects of the operation of the market. 

 

[TSA, 2018S1Q46] 

You can only grasp the true meaning of Pushkin’s poetry if you can read it in its original Russian 
form. Your doctoral thesis on Pushkin’s work shows acute insight so I can tell you have a 
mastery of the Russian language. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) Only when there is a clear sky will you be able to practice some astronomy. Tonight is 
forecast to be cloudless so you will be able to do some stargazing. 

(B) You have to place your dustbin on the street outside before 8 a.m. today for the refuse 
collectors to deal with it. Since you put yours in the correct place at 7 a.m. your dustbin 
will be emptied. 

(C) You have to score at the 98th percentile or higher in a standardised IQ test to become a 
member of Mensa. As you are not a member of Mensa it is clear that your IQ falls outside 
the top 2%. 

(D) Only towns that have a bypass to divert their traffic are able to create a pedestrian-only 
high street for local shoppers. I see your town has the benefit of traffic-free shopping, so 
the bypass must now be open. 

(E) You need to have 45 hours in the air before you can take a pilot’s licence test. You have 
only flown 18 hours so you will not be able to take the test. 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q47] 

It has emerged that prisoners have helped to maintain one of Britain’s busiest railway lines. 
Inmates from an open prison have worked night-shifts on the main line from London to 
Glasgow. This is the same line where a train left the tracks earlier this year, killing one person 
and injuring several others. It is all very well to have offenders being rehabilitated through 
work, but what appears to be happening here is that rail contractors are cynically using 
prisoners as cheap labour. This is unacceptable, not just for safety reasons – important as they 
are – but because ultimately it is an infringement of workers’ rights. If these prisoners are being 
paid less, or treated differently from regular workers, the practice must stop once and for all. 

Which one of the following expresses the general principle that underlies the above argument? 

(A) Labour is labour and should have the same value whoever is performing it. 

(B) Public safety issues must always be given priority over economic advantages. 

(C) Rehabilitation should be for the prisoner’s benefit, not the employer’s. 

(D) Prisoners who are given work should not take jobs away from other workers. 

(E) Maintenance of public services should be in the hands of skilled professionals only. 

 

[TSA, 2018S1Q48] 

A car journey begins with a 15 km drive at an average speed of 60 km / hour, then 5 hours on 
the motorway, including two 15-minute rest stops, travelling at an average driving speed of 80 
km / hour, and finally a 20 km drive at an average speed of 40 km / hour from the motorway 
to the destination. 

If the destination is reached at 12:00 midday, at what time did the journey begin? 

(A) 5:18 am 

(B) 5:25 am 

(C) 5:45 am 

(D) 6:15 am 

(E) 6:45 am 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q49] 

Fiona is going to put some shelves up in her living room. The shelves must each be 1.80 m long 
and have a depth of at least 40 cm. There will be five shelves in total. The different prices for 
wood are shown in the table below. 

 
Fiona can cut pieces of wood to make more than one piece of the correct size, but she wants 
each of the shelves to be made of one complete piece of wood. 

What is the cheapest total cost for which Fiona can make her shelves? 

(A) $21.15 

(B) $23.25 

(C) $23.55 

(D) $24.75 

(E) $25.50 
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[TSA, 2018S1Q50] 

Keith likes to draw ‘bump charts’ to look at relationships. For instance, if 6 individuals were 
ordered by height, and it happened that the order was the same by weight, the bump chart 
would look like this: 

 
Or if height was maintained for order on the left hand but lightness rather than heaviness on 
the right hand, the bump chart would be this: 

 

If one axis is reversed in order (as in heaviness goes to lightness), which one of the following 
bump charts would not be symmetrical about a vertical line midway between the axes? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  
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TSA 2018 S2 
Time Allowed: 30 minutes 

 

微信扫码在线完成考试，考试结束后由教师人工阅卷判分。 

This question paper contains a choice of four tasks, of which you must answer only one. 
There is space on the question paper for preliminary notes. Your answer must be written 
on the answer sheet provided. No additional answer sheets may be used. Candidates 
with permission to use a word processor must not exceed 1200 words. 

The questions each provide an opportunity for you to show how well you can select, 
develop and organise ideas and communicate them effectively in writing. 

It is important that your answer is relevant to the question and addresses it directly. 
This is not a test of knowledge, nor is it assumed that the questions have right or wrong 
answers. If the question requires you to make judgements and express your opinions, try 
to provide coherent arguments to support your views and consider the merits of possible 
counter arguments. 

Before you begin writing, take time to think carefully about what you need to say and 
the ways in which the organisation of your response might help convey your message. 

Note that your response must be contained in the space provided on a single two-page 
answer sheet. The disciplines involved in this are considered key features of the task. 

Take care to show how well you can write and be concise, clear and accurate. You must 
complete your answer sheet within the time limit. 

Dictionaries and calculators are NOT permitted. 
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[TSA, 2018S2] 

YOU MUST ANSWER ONLY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

1. Is humanism a religion? 

 

2. Should journalists only be allowed to follow their profession if licensed to do so, like 
medical doctors? 

 

3. Should a government impose a legal maximum ratio between the highest and lowest pay 
of individuals in companies? 

 

4. Do non-human animals have opinions? Do they have beliefs? 
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TSA 2019 S1 
Time Allowed: 90 minutes 

 

微信扫码完成在线考试后，自动判分并呈现完整解析、错题录入错题本。 

Speed as well as accuracy is important in this section. Work quickly, or you may not finish 
the paper. There are no penalties for incorrect responses, only marks for correct answers, 
so you should attempt all 50 questions. Each question is worth one mark. 

Answer on the sheet provided. Questions ask you to show your choice between five options. 
Choose the one option you consider correct and record your choice on the separate answer 
sheet. If you make a mistake, erase thoroughly and try again. 

You must complete the answer sheet within the time limit. 

You can use the question paper for rough working or notes, but no extra paper is allowed. 

Calculators are NOT permitted. 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q1] 

Like other booming cities, including New York, London has thrived amid globalisation. It is 
growing by 100 000 new residents a year. However, if London has given striving people plenty 
of reasons to come, it has done a poor job of housing them. The median price of a London home 
has tripled over the past two decades. Since 2001 the disposable income of people renting 
property has fallen by 30 per cent as a result. Businesses are worried too. Commercial property 
in central London is twice as expensive as in New York. Productivity has begun to slow as 
promising firms are forced out. Overpriced property is costing London the economic and 
human diversity on which its prosperity depends. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) London needs striving people in order to prosper. 

(B) Londoners in rented homes have 30 per cent less to spend. 

(C) London has done a poor job of housing its new residents. 

(D) Businesses are worried by the recent slowdown in productivity. 

(E) Expensive property is costing London the diversity it needs to prosper. 

 

[TSA, 2019S1Q2] 

Each region in the country of Bolandia sets its own tax rate which applies to the whole of an 
individual’s annual income. 

Below is a table showing tax information relating to six different people. 

 

Who pays the same amount of tax in a year as Tim? 

(A) Neil 

(B) Veronica 

(C) David 

(D) Amy 

(E) Roz 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q3] 

A high degree of self-discipline is one quality exhibited by all athletes who have reached the 
uppermost levels of competition, whatever the sport. This amount of self-discipline is in 
evidence long after the initial excitement of a sport has worn off, and an athlete has had to keep 
going through years of painful and repetitive training sessions. The example of top athletes 
suggests one approach to improving student behaviour and educational achievement. If more 
young people could begin training programmes akin to those of elite athletes, they too would 
develop exceptional levels of personal discipline to apply within their studies. 

Which one of the following best expresses the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) High levels of self-discipline may not be all that it takes to become an elite athlete. 

(B) Young people may be able to develop self-discipline through other kinds of activities. 

(C) The kind of coaching support available to elite athletes may not be accessible to the general 
population. 

(D) Good behaviour and educational achievement during one’s school years may not be 
essential for going on to lead a successful life. 

(E) Strong self-discipline may not be an effect of the training but rather a capacity already 
possessed by athletes as they start their training. 

 

[TSA, 2019S1Q4] 

Young people are becoming ever more responsible. They are less likely to take drugs or drink 
than past generations. Very few have serious problems with alcohol or drugs. It is people in 
their forties who are most likely to be admitted to hospital for drinking-related problems. The 
latest figures on drug addiction show that 39% of heroin addicts are now over the age of forty, 
up from 19% in 2006. Fewer than ever are under the age of twenty-four. The number of young 
adults in prison is falling, but our overcrowded prisons are increasingly home to the older 
generation: between 2002 and 2013, the number of middle-aged men locked up increased by 
130%. The same is true of suicide rates: on both sides of the Atlantic fewer young people but 
more middle-aged men are killing themselves. 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion from the above passage? 

(A) Young people have far fewer health problems than older generations. 

(B) Some social problems are increasingly problems of middle-aged people. 

(C) People who drink are more likely to engage in criminal activity. 

(D) Drink, drugs and suicide are the biggest killers of middle-aged people. 

(E) Young people are likely to develop harmful behaviours later in life. 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q5] 

Adults thinking back on their experience of school almost always remember with most 
gratitude the teachers who taught them more than just a subject, and prepared them for life, 
not just for an exam. But the current generation of students may not have the same experiences 
to look back on in future years because the role of teachers has changed. The focus for both 
students and teachers is now mainly on exam results, and that is how their success or failure 
is measured. For teachers to share their lives with their students, offering them a model of 
adulthood to which to aspire, is therefore no longer considered desirable. So children today 
receive a less valuable education than their parents and grandparents did. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) Education for life is of greater value than merely passing exams. 

(B) Adults looking back on their childhood often remember only the good parts. 

(C) Many young people have higher ambitions than becoming like their teachers. 

(D) Exam results are the vital keys which open the door to education and a livelihood. 

(E) Offering students a model of adulthood is a more satisfying role than helping them to pass 
exams. 

 

[TSA, 2019S1Q6] 

Below is a greyscale image of the flag of Canada. The flag consists of two red strips on the left 
and the right, a white square in the middle, and a red maple leaf in the centre. 

 

The width of the white square is twice as large as the width of a red strip. The red maple leaf 
occupies a quarter of the square in the middle. 

What is the ratio of red to white in the flag? 

(A) 1 ∶ 1 

(B) 2 ∶ 1 

(C) 3 ∶ 2 

(D) 5 ∶ 3 

(E) 5 ∶ 4 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q7] 

The table below shows the breakdown of marks awarded to students taking an exam. 

 
The mark scheme is as follows: 90 = excellent; 80 = good; 70 = satisfactory; 60 = acceptable; 
50 = fail. The final mark is the average between the marks given by the first and second 
examiners. 

Which pair of examiners disagreed the most on the marks they awarded a student? 

(A) Mr Kettering and Mrs De Vere 

(B) Mr Robson and Ms Nolan 

(C) Ms Rosenberg and Ms Nolan 

(D) Mr Kettering and Ms Rosenberg 

(E) Mrs De Vere and Mr Robson 

 

[TSA, 2019S1Q8] 

The bar chart shows the total numbers of tickets sold for a concert over three nights. 

 

Premium tickets are more expensive than Standard tickets. 

Which one of the following statements is correct? 

(A) The highest total sales income was for Thursday. 

(B) The highest total sales income was for Friday. 

(C) The highest total sales income could have been for Thursday or Friday. 

(D) The highest total sales income could have been for Thursday or Saturday. 

(E) The highest total sales income could have been for Friday or Saturday.  
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[TSA, 2019S1Q9] 

Texting is the preferred method of communication among young people, with 72% of 
teenagers saying they text regularly and one in three sending more than a hundred texts per 
day. Unfortunately, however, very few youngsters seem able to communicate using 
grammatically correct sentences. They seem to think it ‘gr8’ that correct spelling is no longer 
considered necessary. Many local employers have complained that school-leavers have no idea 
how to communicate appropriately, whether face-to-face or in business letters. Many written 
job applications are phrased so poorly that they go straight in the bin. Mobile phones were 
banned in my daughter’s school last year, a move which has proved fully justified. Since then 
test scores in English have improved. All schools need to introduce a similar ban. 

Which one of the following best expresses the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) It makes a false statistical comparison between the 72% of teenagers who merely text 
regularly and those who send more than a hundred texts in a day. 

(B) It assumes that, because test scores improved after the ban on mobile phones, the 
improvement was due to the ban. 

(C) The argument rests on the assumption that communicating by text is inappropriate. 

(D) Its conclusion, that communicating by text is inappropriate, merely restates one of the 
reasons given in support of the argument. 

(E) It assumes that correct spelling is a necessary requirement for gaining employment. 

 

[TSA, 2019S1Q10] 

While it is a woman, Ada Lovelace, who is often credited with originating the concept of 
software, today’s computer tech-related jobs are held mostly by men. The tech sector must 
continue to work against factors that inhibit gender equality within it. One such factor appears 
to be prejudice about women’s abilities to write computer programming code. A recent study 
of a program-sharing and development website analysed the rates by which suggested code 
changes were accepted by website users according to the gender of the user contributing the 
changes. In cases where the contributor’s gender was not made clear on the website, 72 per 
cent of the suggestions made by women were accepted. In cases where the contributor’s 
gender was revealed to be female, the acceptance rate fell to 63 per cent. 

Which one of the following, if true, most weakens the above argument? 

(A) Over the time period the website was studied, more female users than male users rejected 
suggested code changes overall. 

(B) Leading firms in the tech sector have undertaken a variety of high-profile initiatives to 
encourage more women to pursue computer programming careers. 

(C) No meaningful differences existed between the code changes suggested by female users 
who revealed their gender on the website and those who did not. 

(D) Even by modern standards, Ada Lovelace received an extensive education in mathematics 
and the sciences. 

(E) Male contributors to the website experienced a similar drop in their code change 
acceptance rates when their gender was revealed. 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q11] 

Schools have a duty to support the well-being of their students, and sport is one way to enhance 
this. Although many young people don’t enjoy the competitive side of sport, there are many 
physical activities that don’t require a competitive element, such as hillwalking and caving. 
Schools should offer these, or other non-competitive physical activities, as an alternative to 
traditional games lessons. Many people don’t continue to play sport after they leave school, yet 
physical fitness is important in maintaining general health and the ability to work. Introducing 
alternative physical activities that are attractive for less competitive adults is therefore an 
important part of preparing students for life after school. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Schools have a duty to prepare students for life after school. 

(B) Many young people don’t enjoy the competitive side of sport. 

(C) Many people don’t continue to play sport after they leave school. 

(D) Schools should offer non-competitive alternatives to traditional games lessons. 

(E) Young people should be encouraged to find a sport they enjoy. 

 

[TSA, 2019S1Q12] 

When riding my bike in the dark, I use two rear bike lamps. Both of the lamps are in ‘flashing 
mode’, which means that they repeatedly emit light for a set period of time at set intervals. The 
reasons for using two lights are that it reduces the amount of time when neither of the lamps 
emit light, and that if one of the lamps stops working, other road users can still see me on the 
road. One of the lamps shines for one second and goes dark for one second repeatedly; the 
other lamp shines for two seconds and goes dark for two seconds repeatedly. I always turn 
both lamps on simultaneously at the start of my ride. 

For how many seconds in each minute do neither of the lamps shine when they are in use? 

(A) 10 

(B) 12 

(C) 15 

(D) 20 

(E) 30 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q13] 

The following table compares five selected commuting routes in different European countries 
with respect to the length of the journey and the monthly cost of a season ticket as a percentage 
of average monthly wages. 

 
On average, the commuters of which route spend the lowest proportion of their wages per 
kilometre of the route? 

(A) Luton–London 

(B) Brandenburg–Berlin 

(C) Karis–Helsinki 

(D) Uppsala–Stockholm 

(E) Drogheda–Dublin 

 

[TSA, 2019S1Q14] 

Peter has drawn two diagrams showing information about the two cars owned by his parents: 

 

Which one of the following statements is not correct? 

(A) The more expensive car is newer. 

(B) The cheaper car is bigger. 

(C) The older car is slower. 

(D) The newer car is bigger. 

(E) The slower car is smaller. 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q15] 

Recently a pioneering natural flood management scheme slowed river peak flow by 15 to 20 
per cent, saving a small town’s museum and several homes. As part of this scheme, special dams, 
designed to leak water gradually, were installed in nearby hills to slow the flow of water off the 
slopes. An upstream flood storage reservoir was installed, along with the planting of thousands 
of trees and the restoration of heather moorland, which acted as a sponge. Around half of the 
reduction in flood water in the town was due to the upstream land management measures, and 
half due to the effect of the flood storage area. Natural flood management measures improve 
water quality, prevent erosion and, in some cases, store carbon. 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion from the above passage? 

(A) The reduction in peak flow of a river would be insufficient to prevent flooding if there was 
very heavy rainfall. 

(B) The benefits of natural flood management schemes go beyond reducing flood risk. 

(C) All natural flood management methods are equally effective in reducing river flow. 

(D) Natural flood management should be introduced in all areas at risk of flooding. 

(E) Natural flood management methods are most effective in hilly upland areas. 

 

[TSA, 2019S1Q16] 

The government is planning an increase in fuel tax later this year as part of its strategy to meet 
carbon emissions targets. Yet motorists and road transport companies have suffered crippling 
price rises of up to 30% in petrol and diesel bills in the past year because of fuel taxes. The 
government has enjoyed a £505 million windfall from high oil prices in the last six months 
alone, with extra revenue coming from North Sea oil reserves. A further increase in fuel tax will 
impact on all UK households because it will eventually push up the price of shop goods and 
inflation. So the government must abandon its planned tax increase. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above passage? 

(A) The impact on people’s pockets is more important than the need to control carbon 
emissions. 

(B) The cost of fuel is too high and must be reduced. 

(C) The only justification for higher fuel taxes is to reduce carbon emissions. 

(D) Road transport companies could go out of business if fuel tax is increased. 

(E) The government could use its increased levels of North Sea oil revenue to reduce fuel taxes. 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q17] 

Despite the recent decline in numbers of people getting married, it appears that there is still 
much to recommend it. Married people are happier, wealthier and live longer. Husbands and 
wives have a lower risk of disease and a higher life expectancy. They smoke less, drink less and 
eat more healthily. Those who get married and stay married have on average double the 
amount of wealth of those who never marry. Surveys show that they are happier than single 
people and less likely to experience mid-life depression. Married couples benefit from stronger 
networks of support, with relatives providing more care and assistance in old age and in times 
of need. Finding and committing to a marriage partner is a goal well worth pursuing. 

Which one of the following, if true, most weakens the above reasoning? 

(A) Research suggests that being married boosts the chances of surviving cancer. 

(B) Statistics on marriage do not differentiate between those who have children and those 
who do not. 

(C) In many countries, being married gives advantages in terms of tax payments. 

(D) Individuals in conflict-ridden relationships are more prone to illness than happy couples. 

(E) Wealthier couples are four times more likely to marry than poorer couples. 

 

[TSA, 2019S1Q18] 

Three friends are training to run a marathon. Part of this training involves running steadily 
round a track in the local park. They are all at different stages in their training schedules so 
they run at different speeds. Alec completes each lap in 3 minutes, Barry takes 5 minutes and 
Colin takes 6 minutes. 

They all leave the start line at the same time. 

If they each maintain their running speed throughout the session, how many more laps will 
Alec have completed compared to Barry when the three of them next cross the start line 
together? 

(A) 2 

(B) 4 

(C) 5 

(D) 6 

(E) 10 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q19] 

The table below shows the amount of waste recycled each year, in thousands of tonnes, over a 
three-year period in 20 countries. 

 

What is the biggest percentage increase in recycling in the table from year 1 to year 3? 

(A) 50% 

(B) 75% 

(C) 100% 

(D) 150% 

(E) 200% 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q20] 

The see-through glass block below can be viewed from six sides, including from above and 
below. 

 

Which one of the following is not a possible view? 

   

A B C 

 

 

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2019S1Q21] 

It is universally recognised that Africa’s conservation tourism provides employment, generates 
wealth and educates future generations while saving endangered species. So we should 
champion tourism for the sake of conservation. Tourism in the Arctic is thus to be welcomed. 
As the Arctic ice melts, new shipping routes are opening up. It is unfair to characterise the 
presence of a large cruise ship in the Northwest Passage as ‘extinction tourism’ that merely 
indulges people who want to view endangered animals before it is too late. The tourists will 
return home better informed about the Arctic’s fragile ecosystem. 

Which one of the following best expresses the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) It argues a general rule on the basis of one successful example of wildlife tourism. 

(B) It assumes that wildlife tourists only want to see endangered animals. 

(C) It assumes that wildlife tourism is more important than successful conservation. 

(D) It assumes that the cruise-ship tourists will see enough to return home committed to the 
conservation of the Arctic ecosystem. 

(E) The argument implies that conservation tourism will inevitably lead to the extinction of 
some species of animal.  
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[TSA, 2019S1Q22] 

If the vice president did act unlawfully in this matter, he would definitely have had to resign. 
Since we have confirmation that he has resigned, he must have broken the law. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) If the snake that bit this woman was a king cobra, then she would be dead by now. As she 
is alive and well, the snake can’t have been a king cobra. 

(B) If the snake had yellow markings, then it was a pit viper. You say it did have yellow 
markings, so it must have been a pit viper. 

(C) If what Mahmood saw was a diamondback rattlesnake, he would have been in real danger. 
Since there are no rattlesnakes where Mahmood was, he was actually quite safe. 

(D) If a snake bite goes untreated for too long, there can be serious complications. Since I got 
prompt treatment, I didn’t have any complications. 

(E) If the snake that bit this victim was venomous, then the wound would be very inflamed. 
We can see that there is severe inflammation, so the snake must have been venomous. 

 

[TSA, 2019S1Q23] 

It’s common for people to agree in principle to socially useful projects such as the opening of 
centres for people with serious mental health problems. However, if the project is planned for 
the area where they live, they tend to object and suggest that alternative locations would be 
preferable. While they approve of the general idea of such projects, they won’t tolerate any 
negative effects on their own lives. We really don’t want to go back to outdated practices of 
housing people with mental health problems in remote areas with no contact with the general 
population. So we have to accept that these projects can only work if we live near, and interact 
with, the people they are designed to help. Practise what you preach! 

Which one of the following illustrates the principle used in the above argument? 

(A) People who think sport has been tainted by bribery and performance-enhancing drugs 
should not buy tickets to sporting events. 

(B) People who think more money should be spent on the health service should not complain 
when their income tax is increased to fund it. 

(C) Parents who think too much ‘screen time’ is bad for young children should not buy them 
so many electronic gadgets. 

(D) People who choose to be vegetarians should seek to persuade others not to eat meat or 
fish. 

(E) People who have benefitted from grants or bursaries for university education should 
lobby for others to have the same advantages. 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q24] 

A digital display consists of seven segments which light up in different combinations to produce 
digits. For example, to display the digit ‘1’ the two right-hand segments light up as shown: 

 

The display is used to show, in sequence, each of the digits 1 to 9. 

What is the maximum and minimum number of times that any one segment lights up during 
this sequence? 

A maximum: 7 minimum: 4 

B maximum: 7 minimum: 5 

C maximum: 8 minimum: 3 

D maximum: 8 minimum: 5 

E maximum: 9 minimum: 4 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q25] 

Sandi is planning a trip to the old city of Pordson. She wants to stay for four nights in order to 
visit all of the attractions, and one of the nights must be the Saturday so that she can attend a 
special music concert. 

The table below shows the prices per night and details of the deals for the five main hotels in 
Pordson. 

 

Deals: 3F2 Stay 2 nights and get the 3rd night free 

 SFSHP Stay Friday and get the Saturday night half price. 

 50% 50% discount on all stays of 3 or more nights. 

 4FP3 Stay 4 nights and get the cheapest night free. 

 CBK €50 discount on stays of 3 or more nights. 

What is the minimum that Sandi will need to spend on a hotel bill for her stay in Pordson? 

(A) €110 

(B) €120 

(C) €140 

(D) €145 

(E) €160 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q26] 

A solid cube has 6 different shapes drawn on each of its 6 faces. A plan view showing all the 
shapes is given below. It is placed on the path drawn below with the triangular shape facing up. 
The cube is rolled, one face at a time, forward along the route shown, from start position until 
it reaches the end position. 

 

Which one of the following shapes is facing up when it reaches the end position? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  

 

[TSA, 2019S1Q27] 

People are quick to connect attempts to reduce the effects of climate change with the protection 
of the environment. However, responding to climate change is much more important for 
humanity than for nature. In the history of the planet, the relative stability of temperatures in 
the last ten thousand years is the exception rather than the norm. Nature has always found a 
way to adapt to large temperature variations but human civilisations, all of which have evolved 
in the last ten thousand years, have developed in a period with unusually reliable and 
predictable weather. Nature will find a way to move on, but climate change is potentially 
devastating for humans. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) People are quick to connect climate change policies with environmental protection. 

(B) Acting against climate change is more important for humans than for the environment. 

(C) Nature has always found a way to adapt to large temperature variations. 

(D) Human civilisations have not yet been exposed to really large variations in temperature. 

(E) Nature will find a way to adapt, but climate change is potentially devastating for humans. 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q28] 

Chiropractors rely heavily on manipulating their patients’ spines. This has benefits for some 
patients, but more than half of all patients suffer mild to moderate adverse effects after seeing 
a chiropractor. These are mostly local and referred pains that usually last for two to three days. 
Chiropractors often claim that these are necessary steps on the road to getting better. However, 
several hundred cases have been documented in which patients were seriously and 
permanently damaged after chiropractic manipulations. What usually happens in these tragic 
instances is that, upon manipulation of the upper spine, an artery supplying the brain is 
overstretched and simply breaks up, leading to a stroke that can prove fatal. 

Which one of the following is a conclusion that can be drawn from the above passage? 

(A) Chiropractic therapy should be banned. 

(B) Chiropractic therapy may do more harm than good. 

(C) The spine is the most delicate part of the human body. 

(D) People should see a doctor before going to a chiropractor. 

(E) Pain is a necessary part of the healing process. 

 

[TSA, 2019S1Q29] 

Drivers found to be committing offences such as speeding are now offered the choice between 
playing the police for a re-education course or taking the traditional penalty of paying a fine 
and receiving penalty points on their licence. It is no surprise that the number of motorists 
opting for re-education courses has tripled in five years, but the high cost of such courses has 
led to accusations that police forces might use the new system for their own benefit. They could 
easily set up speed traps, catch a number of motorists slightly over the limit, and generate easy 
income for themselves. Re-education courses are a good idea in theory, but open to abuse by 
cash-starved police forces. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) The cost of running re-education courses is less than the combined contributions of 
participants. 

(B) Re-education is more effective than punishment in preventing further motoring offences. 

(C) Police forces are more interested in generating income than in preventing motoring 
offences. 

(D) The number of driving offences committed in the last five years has tripled. 

(E) Fear of losing a driving licence is greater than fear of financial hardship. 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q30] 

Alex and Sue are playing a game with a set of nine cards, numbered from 1 to 9. A 3 × 3 grid of 
cards is dealt onto the table. The cards for the next round have just been dealt and are as shown 
below. 

 
The first player chooses two cards and scores the difference between the two numbers. The 
second player then chooses two cards from the seven that are left and scores the average of the 
two numbers. The highest score wins the round. Both players must choose cards that are either 
horizontally or vertically next to each other in the grid. 

For this round of the game Alex has to decide whether to play first or second. She wants to 
make sure that she wins the round. If she has more than one possible winning move then she 
wants to achieve the highest score possible. 

What should Alex choose to do? 

(A) play first and choose the 1 and 8 

(B) play first and choose the 3 and 9 

(C) play first and choose the 6 and 7 

(D) play first and choose the 7 and 9 

(E) play second 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q31] 

The single ferry to Pepper Island starts each day from mainland Seatown and crosses to the 
island port of Kaysville. It runs back and forth from 9:30 am to 4:10 pm on Saturdays, Sundays 
and Bank Holidays, and from 10:30 am to 2:20 pm from Monday to Friday. 

 
Each crossing takes 50 minutes. Between crossings, there is a 10-minute stopover for cleaning 
and refuelling. This is extended to 20 minutes on Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays to 
allow for the increased cleaning requirements. 

What is the maximum number of crossings the ferry can make in May? 

(A) 140 

(B) 144 

(C) 154 

(D) 166 

(E) 186 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q32] 

In March, 20 people voted for the position of chair of a committee. There were three potential 
candidates: Andrew, James and Roger. 

In April, 11 of these people changed their votes, as follows: 

3 people changed their vote from Andrew to James 

2 people changed their vote from James to Roger 

5 people changed their vote from Andrew to Roger 

1 person changed their vote from Roger to James 

Which one of these bar charts could not show the number of votes for the three candidates in 
March and April? 

   
A B C 

  

 

D E  
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[TSA, 2019S1Q33] 

A band of rebellious traders in Wales has decided to take their whole town ‘offshore’ in protest 
at the insignificant amounts of UK tax paid by big businesses. An alliance of shopkeepers from 
the town want to use the same controversial loopholes favoured by huge multinationals such 
as Google so that they too can legally avoid UK tax. The coffee giant Starbucks, for example, has 
been branded immoral for transferring revenues out of the UK and into the Netherlands and 
Switzerland, where they receive sweetened tax deals. But the shopkeepers of the town cannot 
have it both ways. If they believe it is immoral for Starbucks to avoid UK tax, it is immoral for 
them, too. They should continue to pay UK tax in full. 

Which one of the following, if true, most weakens the above argument? 

(A) The sole purpose of the protest is to pressure the government into tackling tax avoidance 
by big business. 

(B) If the shopkeepers are successful, every town could follow their lead, harming the UK 
economy even further. 

(C) Small businesses acting alone cannot obtain the same tax breaks as the giant corporations. 

(D) Every time the government comes up with a way of tackling tax avoidance, lawyers simply 
find a new loophole. 

(E) One of the town traders found that last year he paid seven times more corporation tax than 
Facebook. 

 

[TSA, 2019S1Q34] 

Much concern is paid to the hazards posed by people using mobile phones while operating 
motor vehicles. Although using a smartphone or other mobile phone behind the wheel of a car 
is most certainly dangerous, research is showing that very frequent usage of the phones is 
harmful more generally. A study has found that individuals with relatively high levels of mobile 
phone usage are more likely to demonstrate cognitive failures, which can range from forgetting 
appointments to accidentally bumping into things in the environment. Cognitive failures are 
associated with the short attention spans also observed in high-frequency mobile phone users. 
Clearly, if people want to reduce their risk of cognitive failures, they should limit the amount 
of time they spend on their mobile phones. 

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) High-frequency mobile phone users may have had short attention spans prior to the 
formation of their phone usage habits. 

(B) Limiting one’s smartphone or mobile phone usage may not be a sufficient strategy for 
significantly reducing cognitive failures. 

(C) Mobile phones may play an important role in the completion of everyday tasks in the lives 
of many people. 

(D) Smartphones and other mobile phones may have different applications or features that 
are not all used in the exact same fashion. 

(E) The risks posed by using a mobile phone while driving may be much greater than those 
posed by too-frequent usage of the phones overall.  
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[TSA, 2019S1Q35] 

Nearly everyone thinks it is a bad thing to be a hypocrite, because it is profoundly dishonest to 
pretend to have moral standards that you do not actually have. But pretending you are better 
than you are is evidence that you still accept the moral principles you have failed to follow. So 
it is better than being shameless about your moral failings. Perceived in this way, hypocrisy 
can be considered to be a virtue. Being a hypocrite shows you feel a need to hide some aspect 
of your life because it would be too embarrassing to allow it into the open. Many hypocrites 
wish they were the people they pretend to be: so perhaps one day they will succeed. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Hypocrisy is evidence of an inner need to conceal a shameful aspect of one’s life. 

(B) It is bad not to show any shame for the mistakes one makes in life. 

(C) In some cases, hypocrisy may lead to moral improvement. 

(D) It is possible to think of hypocrisy as a good thing. 

(E) Hypocrisy is a serious moral weakness. 

 

[TSA, 2019S1Q36] 

Nathan is making a pair of trousers for his young son. The diagram shows the pattern for one 
piece. Four such pieces are needed. 

 

For simplicity he assumes that he will need a 15 cm × 38 cm rectangle for each piece. The 
material comes in three widths with prices as shown: 

 

Material may be bought in lengths which are exact multiples of 10 cm. 

What is the lowest price he can pay? 

(A) 42p 

(B) 56p 

(C) 60p 

(D) 66p 

(E) 80p  
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[TSA, 2019S1Q37] 

Arthur plans to modernise his bathroom. His design requires a 1600 mm × 700 mm bath. He 
wants side grips to help him get out of the bath, and because he doesn’t want to choose the taps 
before ordering the bath he must have one which doesn’t have pre-drilled tap holes. 

A list from the bath catalogue is shown below: 

 

How much will Arthur save by choosing the cheapest steel bath that fits his requirements 
rather than the cheapest acrylic bath that fits his requirements? 

(A) £2 

(B) £3 

(C) £4 

(D) £10 

(E) £18 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q38] 

The Head of Year 6 is planning an end-of-term treat for her students. The pie chart represents 
the numbers of votes cast by the children for each of the five possible outings. 

 

Which one of the following rows (A–E) could show the actual number of votes cast by the 
children for each of the options? 

(A) steam train excursion: 35; adventure playground: 45; farm: 30; museum: 15; theme park: 
55; total: 180. 

(B) steam train excursion: 24; adventure playground: 28; farm: 20; museum: 16; theme park: 
32; total: 120. 

(C) steam train excursion: 45; adventure playground: 55; farm: 20; museum: 15; theme park: 
65; total: 200. 

(D) steam train excursion: 22; adventure playground: 28; farm: 15; museum: 15; theme park: 
40; total: 120. 

(E) steam train excursion: 32; adventure playground: 36; farm: 20; museum: 14; theme park: 
48; total: 150. 

  



2019 
ueie.com 

 25 

 ｜TSA Past Paper Collection (2008-2021) 

  TSA Past Paper 2019 25 

[TSA, 2019S1Q39] 

One of the greatest achievements of English grammar schools was the development and 
dissemination of a sophisticated system of standard punctuation for the English language. The 
complex rules for the use of commas conveyed a range of precise meanings, while the choice 
between semi-colon, colon and full stop expressed the exact, and often subtle, relationship 
between statements. Without this kind of attention to punctuation, there is bound to be a loss 
of precision in communication and in thinking. The current use of commas to join statements 
together, without any regard for grammar or the nature of the link between them, lacks rigour 
and covers up lazy thinking. 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion from the above? 

(A) Most writers do not want to waste time thinking through the exact connections between 
their ideas. 

(B) Only a minority of people ever grasped the finer aspects of the traditional system of 
punctuation. 

(C) Schools should go back to teaching the traditional system of punctuation. 

(D) The government should reintroduce grammar schools into the UK. 

(E) The vocabulary and grammar of a language naturally evolve over time, and the same is 
true of punctuation. 

 

[TSA, 2019S1Q40] 

Long hours and poor pay have become commonly accepted, but they are taking a heavy toll on 
life at home. It is not a pretty picture: an economy where high levels of stress and anxiety are 
normal, where people get ill because they have lost control of their time, and where marriages 
are damaged and children suffer. Yet it is a situation that politicians invite us to applaud. They 
praise ‘strivers’ and ‘hard-working people’, not chilled-out, caring mums and dads. The longer 
and harder we work, the more admirable we are supposed to be. So the political slogans have 
clearly been effective, but the resulting glorification of work has made us miserable. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) Most employees are not satisfied with their salary. 

(B) Political slogans significantly affect people’s everyday behaviour. 

(C) Restructuring the working week would be beneficial for the economy. 

(D) Companies could afford shorter hours or better pay for their employees. 

(E) People who experience less stress at work are better parents. 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q41] 

Despite recent improvements to their training, a new study suggests that the police are as 
susceptible as the general public to holding false beliefs about crime and punishment. 
Participants in the study were questioned about their views on a number of crime-related 
myths such as ‘capital punishment is an effective way to deter criminal activity’ – myths, 
because they are unsupported by research evidence. Police were just as likely to endorse the 
misconceptions as the lay participants and, moreover, were more confident in their false beliefs. 
This is a worrying example of a ‘scientist–practitioner gap’, a term which describes a situation 
where professionals do not accept the evidence of research relevant to their roles. Studies have 
shown that training can permanently reduce the ‘scientist–practitioner gap’. Police officers 
need more training. 

Which one of the following, if true, most strengthens the above argument? 

(A) The recruitment process for new police officers often fails to identify false beliefs held by 
applicants. 

(B) The majority of police officers do not support the return of capital punishment. 

(C) The science–practitioner gap is a common phenomenon in many professions, not just the 
police. 

(D) Police training has often been criticised in the media for being insufficiently practical. 

(E) Police officers whose views are not evidence-based are more likely to have complaints 
made against them by members of the public. 

 

[TSA, 2019S1Q42] 

The drawing below shows an allotment shed. 

 

The four outside wood surfaces of the shed, including the door, need to be painted with three 
coats of paint. It takes 4 minutes to paint 1 square metre. 

I have two identical sheds to paint and will take just one 20-minute tea break. 

How long will it take to paint the two sheds? 

(A) 36 minutes 

(B) 1 hour and 48 minutes 

(C) 2 hours and 8 minutes 

(D) 3 hours and 36 minutes 

(E) 3 hours and 56 minutes  
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[TSA, 2019S1Q43] 

A school party consisting of 4 teachers and 20 students is visiting the theatre. Of the students, 
8 are aged 15 years and 12 are aged 16 years. The following table shows the entry prices to the 
theatre. 

 

What is the least amount that the school party must pay for entry to the theatre? 

(A) $525 

(B) $530 

(C) $545 

(D) $550 

(E) $560 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q44] 

Consider the following net, which forms a hexagonal prism: 

 
Which one of the following nets will form an identical prism? 

  
 

A B C 

  

 

D E  
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[TSA, 2019S1Q45] 

An accident at the Fukushima nuclear power plant in Japan in 2011 caused the release of 
radioactive material, resulting in around half a million people being evacuated from the area. 
These people have not been allowed to return to the area because of the health risks of 
exposure to radiation. But the psychological consequences of long-term evacuation may be 
more significant than the physical effects of radiation. People who wish to return to live in the 
area around Fukushima should be allowed to. Studies of a similar situation at Chernobyl 
showed that average life expectancy for evacuees reduced – not predominantly because of 
cancer caused by radiation, but because of depression, alcoholism and suicide due to the impact 
of permanent evacuation. There is, moreover, massive disagreement in the scientific 
community over how much radiation is ‘safe’. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) The increased risks of cancer due to exposure to radiation have been exaggerated. 

(B) There is no consensus among scientists about what constitutes a safe level of radiation. 

(C) People who are forcibly evacuated from their homes experience reduced life expectancy. 

(D) People should be allowed to make their own decisions about living in the affected area. 

(E) The negative effects of radiation may be less significant than the psychological 
consequences of evacuation. 

 

[TSA, 2019S1Q46] 

Your cake will be tasty only if you use fresh ingredients which you can only buy at the market. 
You did not go to the market, so your cake will not be tasty. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) You can only be happy if you are healthy. To be healthy, you have to eat a lot of vegetables. 
You eat a lot of vegetables so you must be happy. 

(B) She either went to school or to the playground. She is not in the playground, so she must 
have gone to school. 

(C) If you light a candle, there is light and, if there is light, I am able to read to you. You must 
have lit a candle because I can read. 

(D) Listening to loud music through earphones damages hearing. His hearing is fine which 
means that he must not have listened to loud music through earphones. 

(E) Good knowledge of the car is necessary for fixing it. Without fixing the car, we will not 
arrive at the wedding in time. We will surely be late as we do not have good knowledge of 
the car. 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q47] 

Costs of health care in the UK are shared through taxation, but some of those who can afford to 
pay for a higher standard of care choose to do so. Some think it is immoral for rich people to 
receive better health care simply because they can afford to pay for it. But the whole point of 
money is to enable those who have it to improve the quality of life of themselves and their 
families. If money did not offer such advantages, it would not motivate people to develop their 
skills or to work harder in order to earn more. Since people are morally entitled to use their 
money to buy advantages for themselves and their loved ones, there can be no objection to 
private medicine. 

Which one of the following illustrates the principle used in the above argument? 

(A) People who have been born rich should not waste their inherited wealth in gambling, self-
indulgence and extravagant living. 

(B) It is a good thing for people from rich countries to take foreign holidays, because the 
income generated by tourism benefits the local economy. 

(C) People who are born talented are under a moral obligation to develop their talents and to 
apply them energetically for the good of humanity. 

(D) Rich people should give away some of their wealth to benefit those less fortunate than 
themselves. 

(E) Inheritance tax should be set at a fairly low rate so that the children of rich parents inherit 
enough money to make a substantial difference to their lives. 

 

[TSA, 2019S1Q48] 

Sourdough, an ingredient of many bread products, is a fermented mixture of flour and water. 
At 8:00 am on Monday morning, I start with a mixture of 50 g flour and 50 g water. Each 
morning at 8:00 am I double the weight of the sourdough by adding equal weights of flour and 
water. I know that 1 g of the water content evaporates every hour. 

The bread recipe that I would like to use requires 500 g of sourdough. I also want at least 50 g 
of sourdough left over so that I can continue growing it for next week’s bread. 

On which day am I going to have the necessary amount of sourdough? 

(A) Tuesday 

(B) Wednesday 

(C) Thursday 

(D) Friday 

(E) Saturday 
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[TSA, 2019S1Q49] 

A 250 g bag of mixed nuts lists the contents on the packet as follows: 

 
As they are my favourite, I eat all the almonds in the packet and then re-weigh it. I find that the 
almond content was the minimum it could have been whilst being consistent with the labelling. 

What is the largest possible peanut content of the nuts remaining in the bag after I have eaten 
the almonds? 

(A) 40% 

(B) 48% 

(C) 50% 

(D) 57% 

(E) 60% 

 

[TSA, 2019S1Q50] 

The net below can be folded to make a Roman numerical dice. 

 

Which one of the following dice could have been made as a result of folding the net? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  
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TSA 2019 S2 
Time Allowed: 30 minutes 

 

微信扫码在线完成考试，考试结束后由教师人工阅卷判分。 

This question paper contains a choice of four tasks, of which you must answer only one. 
There is space on the question paper for preliminary notes. Your answer must be written 
on the answer sheet provided. No additional answer sheets may be used. Candidates 
with permission to use a word processor must not exceed 1200 words. 

The questions each provide an opportunity for you to show how well you can select, 
develop and organise ideas and communicate them effectively in writing. 

It is important that your answer is relevant to the question and addresses it directly. 
This is not a test of knowledge, nor is it assumed that the questions have right or wrong 
answers. If the question requires you to make judgements and express your opinions, try 
to provide coherent arguments to support your views and consider the merits of possible 
counter arguments. 

Before you begin writing, take time to think carefully about what you need to say and 
the ways in which the organisation of your response might help convey your message. 

Note that your response must be contained in the space provided on a single two-page 
answer sheet. The disciplines involved in this are considered key features of the task. 

Take care to show how well you can write and be concise, clear and accurate. You must 
complete your answer sheet within the time limit. 

Dictionaries and calculators are NOT permitted. 

  

 

TSA 2019 S2 

Online Exam 

https://appau7lmfib7689.h5.xiaoeknow.com/evaluation_wechat/examination/introduce/ex_60f0ee7467a29_iXTnLSdw
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[TSA, 2019S2] 

YOU MUST ANSWER ONLY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

1. Should children strike to demand action on a major issue such as climate change? 

 

2. Assume that automated face recognition technology is completely reliable. What 
restrictions, if any, should there be on its use? 

 

3. Could somebody choose to change their race? 

 

4. Should the main objective of a business be to make money? 

 





 

  TSA Past Paper 2020 1 

TSA 2020 S1 
Time Allowed: 90 minutes 

 

微信扫码完成在线考试后，自动判分并呈现完整解析、错题录入错题本。 

Speed as well as accuracy is important in this section. Work quickly, or you may not finish 
the paper. There are no penalties for incorrect responses, only marks for correct answers, 
so you should attempt all 50 questions. Each question is worth one mark. 

Answer on the sheet provided. Questions ask you to show your choice between five options. 
Choose the one option you consider correct and record your choice on the separate answer 
sheet. If you make a mistake, erase thoroughly and try again. 

You must complete the answer sheet within the time limit. 

You can use the question paper for rough working or notes, but no extra paper is allowed. 

Calculators are NOT permitted. 
  

 

TSA 2020 S1 

Online Exam 

https://appau7lmfib7689.h5.xiaoeknow.com/evaluation_wechat/examination/introduce/ex_60dbdbb71485f_AxSWzjSJ
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[TSA, 2020S1Q1] 

The 21st century is witnessing a significant rise in the proportion of people being diagnosed 
by medical professionals as having a mental illness. For example, at the turn of the century, the 
number of Canadians being treated for depression increased by over 30% in just one year. A 
recent study in the US found that nearly twice the number of young people there were 
diagnosed with a mental disorder in 2018 as compared to 2003. The World Health 
Organization estimates that by 2028, depression will be the second leading type of disability 
worldwide. It is clear that aspects of the modern world make it more difficult for people to 
maintain good mental health. 

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) Changes in health care and a decrease in stigma attached to mental illness may be 
responsible for higher diagnosis rates. 

(B) Many people with a mental health diagnosis may be able to function well in society. 

(C) Significant numbers of people may be hesitant to seek help for mental health concerns 
from doctors or other medical professionals. 

(D) Some physical and behavioural factors may make mental health diagnoses more difficult. 

(E) In some cultures people may prefer to seek help for mental health concerns from religious 
leaders as opposed to doctors. 

 

[TSA, 2020S1Q2] 

In the game of tigball, two teams compete against each other to try to score points. 

Points are scored as follows: 

A ‘penalty’ scores 5 points. 

A ‘tigdown’ scores 8 points. 

A ‘transformation’ scores 3 points, but teams only have the opportunity to achieve a 
transformation after scoring a tigdown. 

There are no other ways of scoring points. 

Which of the following is the only one that is a possible scoreline in the game of tigball? 

(A) 9–23 

(B) 11–21 

(C) 12–20 

(D) 13–14 

(E) 15–17 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q3] 

In the UK we are increasingly engrossed by entertainment: we devote more time to it than 
sleep and spend more money on it than food and drink. The aim of entertainment is to create 
a make-believe situation in which emotions can be excited and discharged without affecting 
real life. While entertainment has its proper place, it can become a preoccupation, dominating 
our thoughts and sapping our emotional energy. When this happens, the ‘real’ world of action 
starts to appear comparatively dull and tedious and this, in turn, undermines social cohesion. 
Our increasing use of entertainment is, then, threatening our wellbeing. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) Our wellbeing depends on social cohesion. 

(B) People prefer entertainment to food and drink. 

(C) Viewers copy the behaviour they see in entertainment media. 

(D) Emotions pose a threat to society. 

(E) The general public are addicted to entertainment. 

 

[TSA, 2020S1Q4] 

Adults over the age of 60 are often depicted by the media as depressed, lonely and grumpy. Of 
course, old age is associated with physical decline, health issues become more common and 
memory gets fuzzier. Previously, theories of ageing assumed that emotional experiences would 
follow a similar pathway towards dysfunction. They were wrong. Recent research has shown 
that in old age negative emotions (like anger) wane, while positive emotions (like contentment) 
become more common. Why? Our lives undergo pronounced changes in later life. Work 
demands are eliminated, there is more time for leisure pursuits, and older people structure 
their environments in ways that reduce unnecessary stress. Time horizons shrink: people learn 
to spend their remaining precious time on the things that matter most. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Not everyone experiences the negative physical decline in old age often depicted in the 
media. 

(B) In old age people experience both positive and negative emotions less strongly. 

(C) Being freed from the demands of work allows retired people to feel happier. 

(D) Older people find better ways of avoiding stress and using their time productively. 

(E) Assumptions that the emotional aspects of ageing mirror the physical aspects were wrong. 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q5] 

You are allowed to vote in the general election only if you are at least 18 years old. You have 
reached 18 so you will be able to vote in the forthcoming election. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) You cannot obtain foreign currency from this bank if you cannot produce acceptable 
identification. You cannot produce the required identification, therefore we cannot let you 
have the foreign currency. 

(B) You can visit your grandmother in hospital providing you have no illness yourself. As you 
have no illness, you will be able to visit your grandmother. 

(C) We can afford to go to America this year only if you save up sufficient money. You haven’t 
saved enough so we will not be able to go. 

(D) To win the jackpot prize in the national lottery you need a ticket with all six prize-winning 
numbers. When I heard you had won the jackpot, I knew you had the lucky ticket that 
matched all the numbers from the draw. 

(E) Passport applications can only be accepted if photographs are witnessed as a likeness by 
someone in a professional job. Your application was refused so your witness cannot have 
been a professional person. 

 

[TSA, 2020S1Q6] 

A teacher is organising a trip to the local zoo for 20 students. Of the 20 students, 12 are aged 
11–15 and 8 are 16–18 years of age. Tickets cost £12.95 per adult (16 years of age and over) 
and £9.95 per child (2–15 years of age). For every 4 students under 16 they must have one 
teacher supervising them. They will take the minimum number of teachers. 

What was the total admissions price for the group? 

(A) £199.00 

(B) £223.00 

(C) £259.00 

(D) £261.85 

(E) £287.75 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q7] 

The Pentarathon Challenge is a competition in which five athletes compete against each other 
in five marathon races, run on consecutive days. 

Points are awarded in each race, as follows: 

first place 7 points 

second place 5 points 

third place 3 points 

fourth place 2 points 

fifth place 1 point 

This table shows the total points of the competitors in this year’s Pentarathon Challenge after 
each race. 

name total points 
after race 1 

total points 
after race 2 

total points 
after race 3 

total points 
after race 4 

total points 
after race 5 

Colin 7 9 10 12 17 
Jason 1 4 6 13 14 
Kyle 3 10 15 18 25 
Noel 2 7 14 15 18 
Ray 5 6 9 14 16 

Who finished in a different position in each of the five races? 

(A) Colin 

(B) Jason 

(C) Kyle 

(D) Noel 

(E) Ray 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q8] 

Between 1987 and 1992 there were four formats of singles recordings: 7", 12", cassette and 
CD. The accompanying graph shows how total sales of singles were split between the four 
different formats in the years 1987 to 1992. 

 

Which one of the following statements is false? 

(A) The revenue from sales of CD singles grew every year. 

(B) The revenue from sales of 7" singles fell every year. 

(C) The revenue from sales of 12" singles fell every year. 

(D) Sales of 7", 12" and cassette singles accounted for approximately 60% of the revenue from 
singles in 1992. 

(E) 1989 is the first year of those shown in which 7" singles accounted for less than half the 
revenue from singles. 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q9] 

Microscopic malaria parasites enter a person’s bloodstream through mosquito bites and infect 
red blood cells. They replicate in these cells and penetrate other organs. Until recently, 
microbiologists sought to block the parasites from entering red blood cells. Rhode Island 
University studied 700 Tanzanian children infected with malaria and found the parasites use a 
protein, since named PfSEA-1, to escape from the red blood cells they infect. Having 
investigated a subgroup of children immune to malaria, the researchers realised these children 
were producing an antibody that locked protein PfSEA-1 into their red blood cells. Trapped in 
the red cells, the parasites were destroyed by immune system cells. Scientists have reproduced 
the antibody and successfully tested it on mice. Experts believe that, after trials, the antibody 
will be certified for use in the treatment of humans. 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion from the above passage? 

(A) Rhode Island University is a world leader in medical research. 

(B) After the discovery of protein PfSEA-1, the traditional approaches to fight malaria will be 
abandoned as ineffective. 

(C) The discovery of protein PfSEA-1 is likely to help scientists to develop a new way of 
combatting malaria. 

(D) World leaders should support and fund the research being conducted by Rhode Island 
University. 

(E) A unique feature of the Tanzanian children helped in the discovery of protein PfSEA-1 and 
its function in spreading malaria. 

 

[TSA, 2020S1Q10] 

Despite the government’s promise to be more business friendly, plans have been announced 
to change the law regarding the paid leave that couples are entitled to take following the birth 
of a child. This will allow new parents to take more time off work than under the current 
regulations. It is claimed that the current legislation makes it difficult for those with family 
commitments to manage all of their responsibilities, but it needs to be recognised that 
businesses (and in particular small businesses) need to operate in a way that guarantees that 
staff are available to do the jobs that need doing. The new proposals are undoubtedly going to 
make the system more complicated and could dissuade businesses from employing certain 
groups of people. They should be opposed. 

Which one of the following, if true, most weakens the above argument? 

(A) The example given is only one of a range of measures being proposed. 

(B) Many businesses now allow their employees to choose to work from home. 

(C) The proposals from the government provide support for businesses to help with the cost 
of covering the work of staff taking leave. 

(D) The problems associated with covering the work of absent members of staff become 
increasingly difficult the longer the absence goes on. 

(E) The proposals will increase the amount of leave that employees are allowed to take in 
other circumstances as well as following the birth of a child.  
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[TSA, 2020S1Q11] 

As long as there is the right combination of guests, any party will be a success. The last party 
was great, so there must have been a perfect selection of guests. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) As long as there is a high level of unemployment, all economies will perform below their 
maximum potential. Unemployment levels here have risen sharply, so our economy will 
perform less well than it could do. 

(B) As long as there are good hotels, any seaside town can get on the tourist trail. Our town is 
a tourist hotspot, yet none of the hotels are any good. 

(C) As long as there is somebody in charge, any project will go smoothly. James has taken firm 
control, so this week’s project will be fine. 

(D) As long as there are lots of security personnel around, public order is sure to be maintained. 
We have been having huge problems with public disorder here, so there cannot be many 
security people. 

(E) As long as there is lots of water, any habitat will support life. Life is abundant in that habitat, 
so there must be lots of water. 

 

[TSA, 2020S1Q12] 

A builder has 32 kg of a mix of sand and cement, of which 25% is sand. For a new job, he needs 
120 kg of a mix of sand and cement in which the ratio of sand to cement is 2 ∶ 1. To obtain this, 
he starts with his initial 32 kg mix and adds more sand and cement. 

What is the ratio of the masses of sand and cement that he needs to add? 

(A) 4 ∶ 7 

(B) 3 ∶ 4 

(C) 5 ∶ 3 

(D) 9 ∶ 2 

(E) 12 ∶ 1 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q13] 

I am planning to buy a new laptop. The following table shows the specifications and the prices 
of my shortlist. 

laptop processor 
speed (GHz) 

memory 
(GB) 

storage (GB) graphics card 
memory (GB) 

screen size 
(inches) 

price (£) 

Racer 2.7 4 500 2 15.6 600 
Ledd 2.8 8 1000 4 17.3 850 
SNSV 2.5 4 750 6 15.6 500 
Pear 2.8 8 1000 4 13.3 1300 
Elovon 3.0 16 1000 8 15.6 700 

In terms of storage, the operating system and my files take up 300 GB. I would also like a laptop 
with a screen size of at least 15 inches. I am looking for the cheapest laptop that can run the 
following games (the minimum system requirements indicate the lowest possible value for 
each characteristic that would enable me to play these games): 

MINMUM SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS OF GAMES 
game processor 

speed (GHZ) 
memory 
(GB) 

storage 
(GB) 

graphics card 
memory (GB) 

OTAD 2.7 6 70 4 
Kickman 2.5 4 80 4 
Earthcraft 2.2 4 50 2 
Near Scream 2.6 8 100 4 

Which laptop should I buy? 

(A) Racer 

(B) Ledd 

(C) SNSV 

(D) Pear 

(E) Elovon 

 

[TSA, 2020S1Q14] 

A combination lock has three dials, each dial has eight letters. It is known that the following 
combinations have been used - one, who, two, bob, add, owl, fab, den, mia and tat. 

Which one of the following words is not possible to use on this combination lock? 

(A) win 

(B) deb 

(C) hat 

(D) men 

(E) bad 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q15] 

Although the Scottish Government has announced plans to ban corporal punishment of 
children (smacking), we must preserve the right of parents in the rest of the UK to smack their 
children when it is reasonable. This is not because we are violent people eager to hit our kids: 
we recognise that smacking is damaging to children. The point is rather that people resent 
being legislatively compelled to do what they would have done anyway. It only breeds 
contempt for the law and since the wellbeing of citizens depends on people respecting the law, 
we should take steps to prevent it falling into disrepute. We must, therefore, protect the rights 
of parents in Northern Ireland, Wales and England to smack their children. 

Which one of the following, if true, most weakens the above argument? 

(A) No published study has identified any developmental benefits associated with smacking. 

(B) Respect for the law is the decisive factor that underpins social cohesion in the UK. 

(C) The ban is one element in a larger mental and physical health programme for children 
being undertaken by the Scottish Government. 

(D) The damage caused by smacking far exceeds the damage caused by negative attitudes 
towards the law. 

(E) Popular opinion can, in some cases, be an effective constraint on immoral behaviour. 

 

[TSA, 2020S1Q16] 

Sometimes we are mistreated by others, and forgiveness is one kind of response to those who 
wrong us. However, sometimes we do things that appear to be morally wrong but, in fact, are 
not. If we are reproached, we can give an explanation for our action that justifies it. In these 
cases, we are claiming that, despite appearances to the contrary, what we did was morally 
permissible. Forgiveness and justification ought to be distinguished. When conduct is justified, 
the implication is that it was not morally wrong, but when conduct is forgiven, there is no such 
implication. What we are forgiven for is the morally wrong things we do. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Sometimes we do things that appear to be morally wrong but, in fact, are not. 

(B) Forgiveness and justification ought to be distinguished. 

(C) What we are forgiven for is the morally wrong things we do. 

(D) Forgiveness is one kind of response to those who wrong us. 

(E) When conduct is justified, the implication is that it was not morally wrong. 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q17] 

There has been a choral singing boom. Three hundred thousand more people sing in choirs 
than play amateur football, yet football receives £30 million from the government every year 
compared to £1 million for choirs. It is only fair that a substantial increase in funding is made 
that reflects the numbers of participants and thus treats choral singers fairly. The benefits for 
those who sing in a choir are comparable to those who play football: increased lung capacity, 
better posture, improvements to the immune system, and a general sense of well-being. A choir 
also fosters teamwork, where there is cooperation, determination, discipline and imagination, 
drawing the best from every individual involved and creating something much greater than the 
sum of its parts. 

Which one of the following illustrates the principle used in the above argument? 

(A) The better-off countries have to tackle poverty in our world when we still have over a 
billion people living on less than a dollar a day. 

(B) Audience figures at regional theatres are now greater than in the capital, so they deserve 
an increased share of the financial aid set aside for the arts. 

(C)The proportion of people needing treatment for mental health issues has increased by 25% 
in a decade and more funding is needed to deal with this crisis. 

(D) If citizens are able to raise a large amount of money towards a community sports centre, 
then the local council should show good faith by matching that amount. 

(E) Our arts sector continues to generate an increasing share of national income, so we need 
to keep building on this success by encouraging the next generation of young actors, 
musicians, and other artists. 

 

[TSA, 2020S1Q18] 

Every week I buy 12 cans of lemonade. The shop that I always buy them from sells individual 
cans for 80 p each and packs of 4 cans for £2.60, so I buy three packs of cans. 

Last week the shop had a special offer, as follows: 

Individual cans – buy one, get another half price 

Pack of 4 cans – buy one pack, get a 5th can free 

I didn’t want more than 12 cans, and I managed to get 12 cans for the lowest possible total 
price. 

How much less than usual did I pay for my 12 cans last week? 

(A) 20 p 

(B) 60 p 

(C) 80 p 

(D) £1.00 

(E) £1.40 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q19] 

I have booked myself, my wife and our three children into The Wavecrest Hotel, Southbourne, 
for seven nights from June 19th. The hotel has sent us a ‘What’s on’ booklet, and we are 
particularly keen to see Oliver!, the advertisement for which is shown below: 

 
What is the least it could cost for us all to see Oliver! during our holiday in Southbourne? 

(A) £25 

(B) £28 

(C) £33 

(D) £34 

(E) £35 

 

[TSA, 2020S1Q20] 

In computer technology, a bit can take two values: 0 or 1. A byte is composed of 8 bits. 

I start with the following byte: 01000111 

I choose two adjacent bits and change each of them to the opposite value (that is, a 0 becomes 
a 1, and a 1 becomes a 0). I repeat this procedure a number of times. 

Which one of the following bytes cannot be the result? 

(A) 01001011 

(B) 11111111 

(C) 10101011 

(D) 10111101 

(E) 00001111 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q21] 

In real terms, spending on education in the UK is going down. But reductions in funding always 
mean a reduction in the quality of education provided. In the current climate, we should expect 
to see the quality of education in the UK diminishing. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the above passage? 

(A) No one ever succeeds at anything unless they make an effort. But you’ve just won an award 
for your work in physics, so you must have made an effort. 

(B) When the water is at this level, it’s either high tide or a flood. High tide is not for another 
eight hours. So there must be a flood upstream. 

(C) If you take regular exercise, you’ll be fit in heart and mind. You’ve been working out twice 
a week for three months now, so you must be happy and healthy. 

(D) If you eat sweets every day you’re more likely to need dental treatment. Sam has had a lot 
of dental treatment so he must eat sweets every day. 

(E) The car won’t run without a working battery. I can’t get the car to start so the battery must 
be dead. 

 

[TSA, 2020S1Q22] 

Maths is the most popular subject taken at A Level in the UK. Most of the best-paid jobs are in 
the technology and finance sectors, which tend to require maths. The majority of students 
achieving the best grades in maths are boys, which helps to explain the persistence of the 
gender pay disparity. But what explains the gender disparity in Maths A Level results – genetic 
inheritance or social conditioning? International studies of achievement in maths show that in 
some countries girls outperform boys in maths, suggesting that social conditioning is the 
explanation. From this we can conclude that the better achievement in maths of boys in the UK 
is caused by low expectations of girls in maths by teachers and parents. 

Which one of the following best expresses the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) It assumes that the only factors in social conditioning are the expectations of teachers and 
parents. 

(B) It fails to explain why the relative achievement of boys and girls varies country by country. 

(C) It fails to consider the changing picture of achievement by boys and girls over time. 

(D) It ignores the relatively better achievement of girls in some other subjects. 

(E) It confuses the gender pay disparity with achievement disparities. 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q23] 

In many cultures, traditional heterosexual male preferences for spouses have centred upon a 
woman’s preparedness – and willingness – to fulfil childcare and other domestic duties and not 
on her academic achievements or career potential. This kind of expectation on the part of men 
has served as a significant obstacle to women pursuing careers outside the home. It is for this 
reason that recent data on educational attainment within married, heterosexual couples is a 
cause for celebration. In many countries, university-educated men are now proportionally 
much more likely to marry university-educated women than was the case in their fathers’ 
generation. This shows that more men are valuing the potential of their female partners to 
develop a career outside the home, and represents the breaking down of another barrier to 
equality. 

Which one of the following, if true, most weakens the above argument? 

(A) In many cultures, men now expect to have more ‘hands-on’ involvement with domestic 
duties than was the case in previous generations. 

(B) Many more women are now earning university degrees, irrespective of whether they 
intend to go on to pursue careers outside the home. 

(C) Infertility problems are on the rise among couples who focus on their careers first before 
trying to have children. 

(D) The countries where more university-educated men are marrying university-educated 
women do not have particularly strict laws regarding gender discrimination at work. 

(E) In recent decades, many countries have experienced a significant growth in the number of 
men who have received a university education. 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q24] 

I had planned my day trip to the stately home very carefully, but then the bus was late. I won’t 
arrive until 11:30 am and will have to leave by 4:15 pm. There were five things that I had 
wanted to do and I had written these down in the table below: 

activity length of time start times 
visit the museum 55 minutes 11 am or 2 pm 
visit the maze 55 minutes every half hour (at quarter past 

and quarter to the hour) 
take the guided tour 80 minutes 1 pm or 3 pm 
walk in the grounds 75 minutes any time 
have lunch in the café 25 minutes between 12:30 pm and 2:00 pm 

Which activity should I miss out so that I can still do the other four? 

(A) visit the museum 

(B) visit the maze 

(C) take the guided tour 

(D) walk in the grounds 

(E) have lunch in the café 

  



2024 
ueie.com 

16 

 ｜TSA 历年真题集 (2008-2021) 

TSA Past Paper 2020 16 

[TSA, 2020S1Q25] 

Steven would like to book return flights from London to Pescara, Italy. He would like to spend 
at least 3 days in Pescara excluding the days of his flights. Steven has lectures in London every 
Wednesday that he must attend. However, there are no lectures during the 20th–24th April 
spring break. 

The prices of flights between London and Pescara are shown for the time period Steven would 
like to make the trip. The airline does not have any flights between these destinations on 
Fridays. 

 

If he books the cheapest flights possible to allow him to travel according to his requirements, 
on which days will he depart and return? 

(A) Depart: Saturday 04 April; Return: Monday 06 April 

(B) Depart: Thursday 09 April; Return: Tuesday 14 April 

(C) Depart: Thursday 09 April; Return: Tuesday 28 April 

(D) Depart: Tuesday 21 April; Return: Tuesday 28 April 

(E) Depart: Thursday 30 April; Return: Tuesday 05 May 

 

[TSA, 2020S1Q26] 

The current 'Special Offer' gimmick at Fareprice involves putting a band marked 'TWINPACK - 
25% OFF' around pairs of selected items, such as washing powder. 

Which one of the following 'Special Offers' is exactly the same as Fareprice's? 

(A) 'Buy one - Get a second for half price.' 

(B) A larger packet containing 50% extra for no extra cost. 

(C) 'Three for the price of two.' 

(D) A coupon on each packet which gives 25% off the cost of the next packet. 

(E) 'Five for the price of four.' 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q27] 

People are understandably suspicious of big, centralised governments – government by people 
based a long way away from them, who seem disconnected from their lives and concerns. 
Instead there is a movement to give local people more control over what goes on in their area. 
The trouble with this is that people will always choose to protect their local interests over those 
of the wider group. Take energy: no one wants wind farms, fracking, solar power units or any 
sort of power station near them. It is always local groups that fight to stop them being built. 
Highly localised politics is not the solution. By ensuring that each small group wins its own 
little local battle, we are guaranteeing that everyone loses. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) People’s suspicions of big, centralised governments are understandable. 

(B) People will always choose to protect their local interests over those of the wider group. 

(C) It is typically local groups that campaign to prevent new developments from happening. 

(D) Highly localised politics is not the way to solve the problems our political system faces. 

(E) Ensuring that each small group wins its own local battle means that everyone ultimately 
loses. 

 

[TSA, 2020S1Q28] 

Some property developers have discovered that designing energy-efficient buildings can 
provide them with a ‘green premium’. The government-backed Energy Star programme has 
been designed to identify and promote products that reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
Researchers found that the positive impact on the selling prices of ‘green buildings’ was around 
16%. The value of rents was also significantly enhanced by the Energy Star label. If taking 
advantage of the green premium to increase a company’s profits has positive consequences for 
the environment, then it is all to the good. Outcomes are all that matter, contrary to the view of 
many green campaigners that, unless a policy is motivated purely by environmental concern, 
there is no virtue in it. 

Which one of the following illustrates the principle used in the above argument? 

(A) Unless a firm makes fair pay and good conditions a top priority for its workers, it cannot 
be judged a good employer. 

(B) Awards should only be given to individuals or organisations that intentionally put the 
good of others before their own advantage. 

(C) Reductions in expenditure on some public services should be welcomed if the result is 
more money for schools and hospitals. 

(D) Research into drugs that maximise the profits of the big pharmaceutical companies is 
desirable if the result is that more lives are saved. 

(E) Longer prison sentences should be imposed on the criminal minority for the benefits of 
the large majority of citizens who are law-abiding. 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q29] 

The ‘ticking time bomb’ scenario demonstrates that it is possible for torture to be morally 
permissible. In the scenario, a person with knowledge of an imminent terrorist attack that will 
kill many people is in the hands of the authorities, and will disclose the information needed to 
prevent the attack only if she is tortured. The consequences of not torturing her – many people 
dying – are far worse that the consequences of torturing her – one person being tortured – so 
in this situation torture would be morally permissible. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) If an action is morally permissible in one situation, it is morally permissible in other 
situations too. 

(B) Dying is worse than torture. 

(C) The moral status of an action is determined by its consequences. 

(D) Ordinarily, torture would be morally wrong. 

(E) If an action is morally permissible, then it ought to be carried out. 

 

[TSA, 2020S1Q30] 

Joyce has decided to volunteer to work in the local High Street Charity Shop. She has agreed to 
be in the shop for 4 hours on a Saturday. 

To get from her home to the High Street, Joyce will have to travel by bus. Her walk from home 
to the bus stop is no more than 5 minutes, and the bus journey each way takes between 20 and 
30 minutes depending on traffic. 

Buses from Joyce’s home leave for the High Street at 30 minute intervals, on the hour and on 
the half hour. Return buses for Joyce leave the High Street at 30 minute intervals, at 15 minutes 
past the hour and 15 minutes to the hour. 

The walk to and from the bus stops to the Charity Shop is no more than 5 minutes. 

Joyce wants to catch the 13:45 bus home after working in the shop. 

What is the latest time that she should leave home for work? 

(A) 08:25 

(B) 08:30 

(C) 08:55 

(D) 09:00 

(E) 09:25 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q31] 

The prices for tickets to a concert are set based on the day of the performance and the number 
of tickets that have been sold so far. The table below shows the ticket prices. There are 1000 
tickets on sale for each performance. 

Day First 200 tickets Next 300 tickets Next 500 tickets 
Monday-Thursday $15 $20 $25 

Friday $20 $25 $30 
Saturday $20 $30 $35 
Sunday $25 $35 $45 

I need to buy 10 tickets for Saturday’s performance. I will buy all of them in one purchase this 
afternoon. 

Which of the following is not a price that I might have to pay for the tickets? 

(A) $250 

(B) $275 

(C) $300 

(D) $325 

(E) $350 

 

[TSA, 2020S1Q32] 

Bert has agreed to make 14 decorations for his daughter’s birthday. Each decoration will 
require two gold ribbons, one 12 cm long and the other 7 cm long. 

The table shows the lengths and prices of available gold ribbon. 

gold ribbon price list 
gold ribbon length price 

30 cm £4.00 
50 cm £5.00 
60 cm £6.00 

The ribbon can be easily cut to size for the decorations, but short pieces of ribbon cannot be 
joined to make longer lengths. 

What is the least amount that Bert will need to spend on gold ribbon for the 14 decorations? 

(A) £26.00 

(B) £27.00 

(C) £28.00 

(D) £29.00 

(E) £30.00 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q33] 

The last century has seen amazing advances in medical research and practice. By preventing 
millions of premature deaths and reducing pain and incapacity, they have transformed life all 
over the world. But it is now time to call a halt. Further progress in surgery or medicine will be 
too expensive for any but a very few excessively rich people to be able to benefit from it. Trying 
to meet the medical needs of a whole population will therefore bankrupt any country which is 
foolish enough to attempt it. Extending the slow decline towards the grave does more harm 
than good, because no one looks forward to a life of increasing dependence and deteriorating 
mental capacity. 

Which of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Medical progress has achieved great benefits in every part of the world. 

(B) Work on developing new medical and surgical treatments should now cease. 

(C) Any new medicines and new surgical procedures which are developed will cost too much. 

(D) No country can now afford to give total medical care to all its people. 

(E) The prolongation of old age is not a benefit. 

 

[TSA, 2020S1Q34] 

Campaigners have long been calling for a change in the law to force social media companies to 
take racist, sexist, terrorist, or obscene material posted on their platforms more seriously. They 
want the government to bind Facebook, Google, etc. to the same strict rules that apply to 
newspapers and magazines. But that would be wrong. The proprietors of newspapers and 
magazines are classified as ‘publishers’, and all publishers are responsible for the content that 
is printed or displayed on their pages, whoever has contributed it. But the operators of social 
media platforms are not publishers in the proper sense of the word, and therefore they are not 
accountable for what individuals post on their platforms. 

Which one of the following best expresses the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) The fact that social media operators are not classified as publishers does not mean they 
cannot have some of the same responsibilities. 

(B) The fact that the government wants to bind the media giants to strict rules is not a reason 
to conclude that they will be successful. 

(C) The fact that communication platforms have not been subject to the same standards as 
publishers in the past does not mean that they will continue to be so in the future. 

(D) The fact that newspaper and magazine proprietors are classified as publishers does not 
make it right to hold them responsible for what their contributors write. 

(E) The fact that Facebook and Google do not take their responsibility seriously does not 
necessarily apply to all social media providers. 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q35] 

There are countless ways to get rich in this world. Those who do not achieve wealth either do 
not find it important or simply have bad luck. Jane is poor but she has always valued material 
goods, so she must have been unlucky in her life. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) Anyone can become prosperous by working hard. Tom is not wealthy so he must not have 
been working hard. 

(B) There are numerous ways to become famous. Among others, one can learn to play a 
musical instrument very well, study to become a world-class scientist or just upload a 
funny video of oneself to the internet. Mike is not famous because he has not done any of 
these. 

(C) To make a cake sweet, one can use either sugar or honey. This cake is not sweet because 
it was made with neither sugar nor honey. 

(D) Two paths lead to the lake: one through the forest and another over the mountain. You 
must have arrived at the lake by the forest route because you were not on the mountain 
path. 

(E) It takes a lot of luck to win the lottery. I have never won the lottery, so I must not have 
been lucky so far. 

 

[TSA, 2020S1Q36] 

 

The whole of my garden is a patio, which is 12.5 by 10.5 metres. I intend to resurface my patio. 
I would like my patio to include a 25 cm border of bricks and the remainder of the patio inside 
the border to be covered with paving slabs. 

The bricks I will use for the border are 25 cm × 25 cm and the paving slabs I will use for the 
remainder are 30 cm × 20 cm. 

What is the total number of bricks and paving slabs that I will need for my patio? 

(A) 2000 

(B) 2180 

(C) 2184 

(D) 2268 

(E) 2272 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q37] 

The table below shows the popularity of different breakfasts served in a hotel from 2006 to 
2012. 

breakfasts 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
bacon, egg, sausage and fried bread 70% 60% 50% 40% 30% 20% 10% 
porridge, toast and marmalade 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 
toast and jam 5% 5% 5% 5% 5% 5% 5% 
boiled egg and toast 10% 10% 15% 15% 15% 15% 15% 
fresh fruit and cereals 10% 15% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 
From the figures in the table, which one of the following statements is not true? 

(A) Breakfasts of toast and jam have never been more popular than in 2006. 

(B) The popularity of breakfasts that include porridge overtook the popularity of breakfasts 
that include eggs in 2012. 

(C) The popularity of breakfasts that include porridge or cereals has gone up 10 percentage 
points, year on year, for the last four years shown in the table. 

(D) In every year between 2006 and 2012, the popularity of breakfasts that include fresh fruit 
was the same as the popularity of breakfasts that include marmalade. 

(E) The popularity of breakfasts that include toast has increased year on year. 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q38] 

At a smoothie factory, a tropical smoothie mixture contains banana, orange and apple in the 
proportions shown in the pie chart below. 

 

The chief taster requested a new recipe, in which every litre contained 10% more banana than 
was present in the original mixture, and 10% less orange than was present in the original 
mixture. This change also affected the proportion of apple in the mixture. 

Which one of the following graphs shows the content of the new smoothie mixture? 

   
A B C 

  

 

D E  
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[TSA, 2020S1Q39] 

If the captain of a national team commits any kind of crime, he or she is likely to be dropped, 
heavily fined by the sport’s governing body, or barred from future competition. This is on top 
of any punishment handed down by the courts. Senior politicians, doctors, judges or head 
teachers who offend also find themselves barred from their professions, with little or no chance 
of regaining their hard-earned status after serving their sentence. There is nothing unjust in 
this, although it is effectively a double punishment for a single offence. Privileged people must 
understand that with rewards come responsibilities, including the responsibility to behave in 
a more exemplary way than those in ordinary walks of life. 

Which one of the following illustrates the principle underlying the above argument? 

(A) A crime is a crime whoever commits it, and no exceptions should be made for highly placed 
people. 

(B) A police chief who accepts a bribe deserves more blame than the criminal who offers the 
bribe. 

(C) Leading sports personalities should understand that they are role models for young 
people. 

(D) It is wrong to use the law to make an example of some people but not others. 

(E) People on low incomes who commit offences should have reduced sentences. 

 

[TSA, 2020S1Q40] 

What is there in the universe that we know, or have good reason to believe, to possess 
consciousness? Humans, and perhaps certain other animals. What do they all have in common? 
They are living beings, made of flesh and blood. As far as we know, nothing else in the universe 
contains any consciousness at all. For all the mystery of consciousness, of exactly what it is, and 
of how and why it arises, there is one thing that is certain: it is a biological phenomenon. Any 
fears surrounding the possibility of so-called ‘artificial intelligence’ are therefore misplaced. If 
machines are not biological organisms, then they cannot have a mind. Do not expect man-made 
machines to be conscious – now or ever! 

Which one of the following best expresses the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) It assumes that just because the only things we know to possess consciousness are 
biological organisms, they are the only things that could do. 

(B) It draws a general conclusion about the properties of all naturally existing objects on the 
basis of merely a finite selection. 

(C) It takes for granted that we understand exactly what it means to be conscious, when this 
is a vague and undefined term. 

(D) It fails to consider the phenomenal speed with which new developments in technology are 
actually occurring. 

(E) It ignores the possibility that some plants might possess a basic form of consciousness of 
their own. 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q41] 

Some readers think there is nothing to learn from historical fiction. Yet the historian and the 
writer of historical fiction can work in a way that is complementary. Historical novels can thus 
enrich our understanding of the past. History is a record of the past that is full of gaps. We 
mostly don’t know what was said or how people behaved when there was no one around to 
record what was going on. The historian’s trade is never simply about stockpiling facts. The 
novelist’s trade is never just about making things up. Those undocumented areas of history 
often force us to contemplate the most private, human moments, away from the public stage, 
and the blank spaces they leave are irresistible to a novelist. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Most areas of history were never documented. 

(B) We can never know exactly what happened in the past. 

(C) Historical novels can add to our understanding of the past. 

(D) Not everyone thinks we can learn something from historical fiction. 

(E) The work of the historical novelist is not just about making things up. 

 

[TSA, 2020S1Q42] 

On sports day at Thiska Academy points are awarded in each event as follows: 

winner 12 points 
2nd place 8 points 
3rd place 5 points 
4th place 3 points 
5th place 1 points 

Each student may enter no more than three events. 

What is the smallest points total that it is not possible for an individual student to score? 

(A) 22 

(B) 26 

(C) 30 

(D) 33 

(E) 37 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q43] 

Every Christmas the most popular children’s toys become scarce. Many people turn to online 
auction sites to buy them instead. The table below shows the recommended retail price and 
the price that the listed toys have sold for online. 

children’s toy recommended 
retail price ($) 

online auction 
site ($) 

Moshling Tree House 18.99 198.98 
LeapPad Explorer 79.99 225.00 
Doggie Doo 24.99 50.00 
Firman Sam Pontypandy Rescue set 29.99 59.99 
Fijit Friends 54.99 99.95 
Monster High Lagoona’s Station 29.99 59.98 
Nerf Vortex Nitron Blaster 44.99 59.99 
Kidizoom Twist 49.99 65.95 
Milky the Bunny 59.99 74.99 
Star Wars Ultimate Force Lightsaber 39.99 49.95 
Lets Rock Elmo 69.99 84.99 
Ninjago Fire Temple 91.99 96.99 
Sylvanian Families 79.95 192.29 
Vtech Innotab 79.99 150.99 
Lego Star Wars Millennium Falcon 132.99 265.98 

How many of the toys above have increased in price by more than 100%? 

(A) 3 

(B) 4 

(C) 5 

(D) 6 

(E) 7 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q44] 

A store sells a particular type of television. The graphs below show the number of these 
televisions sold per month and the total income from their sales per month, over a six-month 
period. 

 

 

The price at which these televisions were sold was increased at the beginning of one of the six 
months. 

At the beginning of which month was the price increased? 

(A) February 

(B) March 

(C) April 

(D) May 

(E) June 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q45] 

The UK is the most researched nation on Earth. Some £60 per head is spent each year on 
surveys, polls, consumer panels and questionnaires, more per capita than any other country, 
according to the Market Research Society. No wonder many Brits are suffering from survey 
fatigue and refuse to fill out questionnaires. This reluctance to participate is very likely to have 
contributed to incorrect polling predictions in several elections. 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion from the above passage? 

(A) Opinion polls in the UK are less accurate than in other countries. 

(B) It is impossible to predict accurately how people will vote in a given election. 

(C) Survey fatigue is the main reason why polling can give inaccurate predictions. 

(D) More polling does not necessarily give a more accurate picture of popular opinion. 

(E) To get an accurate picture of people’s voting intentions, we should not rely on use of a 
questionnaire. 

 

[TSA, 2020S1Q46] 

My dog’s coat had been looking dull, so I bought some conditioning tablets. The pet shop stocks 
these in boxes of 300 tablets, and for a dog the size of mine the recommendation (which I have 
followed) is 6 tablets per day. 

Now, several months later, his coat is much shinier. Opening a new box of tablets today, I have 
decided to reduce his dosage. I shall just give him 6 tablets per day, twice a week, and on the 
remaining days each week he can have 4 tablets each day. 

What is the maximum number of extra days that this box of conditioning tablets will now last? 

(A) 10 days 

(B) 15 days 

(C) 16 days 

(D) 24 days 

(E) 25 days 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q47] 

The UK private security industry employs half a million people in a range of roles, including 
supervising public events, guarding cash in transport, and assisting police in surveillance work. 
Some government officials are pushing for the legal regulation of such work to be moved out 
of government agency control and placed in the hands of the private security companies 
themselves. According to these officials, self-regulation is justified on economic grounds and 
because of the sector’s ‘willingness to … be more accountable for its own actions’. The 
foolishness of this argument is breathtaking. The power entrusted to these workers over 
valuable property – not to mention the safety of people – means that there’s a fundamental 
need for monitoring and oversight of standards of conduct by an impartial, trustworthy source. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) The UK private security industry is likely to continue to grow rapidly in the near future. 

(B) Self-regulation of an industry is an unwise approach regardless of the sector concerned. 

(C) By government standards, the current regulatory system for the UK private security sector 
is economically efficient. 

(D) Many companies in the UK private security industry have a poor record when it comes to 
issues of professional misconduct or corruption. 

(E) The government agency staff are less susceptible to corrupt or unfair practices when 
regulating the workers than are those at the private security companies. 

 

[TSA, 2020S1Q48] 

Trains run regularly between Ayton and Exbay, stopping at Beetown, Chalton and Deeford, 
according to the following timetable. 

Departures 
Ayton 7:10 and 

every 
40 

minutes 
until 

21:10 
Beetown 7:25 21:25 
Chalton 7:30 21:30 
Deeford 7:44 21:44 
Exbay 8:02 22:02 

George lives a 14-minute walk away from Beetown station. He is going to the cinema in Exbay 
to watch a film that starts at 19:20. It will take him five minutes to walk from the station at 
Exbay to the cinema. George wants to make sure that he will miss no more than the first five 
minutes of the film. 

What is the latest time George should leave home? 

(A) 17:36 

(B) 17:51 

(C) 18:05 

(D) 18:19 

(E) 18:31 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q49] 

One often hears that this or that action is justified or unjustified morally on the grounds that it 
is ‘natural’ or ‘unnatural’. To say that something is ‘natural’ is really just to say that this is how 
things happen to be. Yet just because something happens to be the case, it doesn’t mean that it 
ought to be the case. After all, there are plenty of things in life that are natural – for instance 
illness and disease, droughts and earthquakes; even emotions such as aggression, jealousy, 
anger and a desire for revenge. This does not mean that they are to be encouraged or welcomed. 
To say of something that it is natural, or unnatural, is not to provide anything by way of moral 
justification. 

Which one of the following illustrates the principle used in the above argument? 

(A) The fact that human beings have a tendency to be competitive does not mean that this 
should be encouraged in schools. 

(B) The fact that someone believes that human beings ought always to behave ethically does 
not mean that they actually will. 

(C) The fact that some countries have laws protecting freedom of speech does not mean that 
all countries should. 

(D) The fact that some things in life are clearly unpleasant does not mean that life itself is not 
worth living. 

(E) The fact that someone thinks a particular person is not to be trusted does not mean that 
the person in question is indeed untrustworthy. 
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[TSA, 2020S1Q50] 

The table below shows the medal count by the top five teams in a recent Mini Olympics. 

teams gold medals silver medals bronze medals 
Amber 8 7 6 
Emerald 5 10 6 
Garnet 6 6 10 
Jade 6 5 5 
Sapphire 11 8 9 

Each team calculated the proportion of their medals that were gold. 

Which one of the following charts, with appropriate labelling, shows this proportion for each 
of the five teams? 

  
 

A B C 

  

 

D E  
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TSA 2020 S2 
Time Allowed: 30 minutes 

 

微信扫码在线完成考试，考试结束后由教师人工阅卷判分。 

This question paper contains a choice of four tasks, of which you must answer only one. 
There is space on the question paper for preliminary notes. Your answer must be written 
on the answer sheet provided. No additional answer sheets may be used. Candidates 
with permission to use a word processor must not exceed 1200 words. 

The questions each provide an opportunity for you to show how well you can select, 
develop and organise ideas and communicate them effectively in writing. 

It is important that your answer is relevant to the question and addresses it directly. 
This is not a test of knowledge, nor is it assumed that the questions have right or wrong 
answers. If the question requires you to make judgements and express your opinions, try 
to provide coherent arguments to support your views and consider the merits of possible 
counter arguments. 

Before you begin writing, take time to think carefully about what you need to say and 
the ways in which the organisation of your response might help convey your message. 

Note that your response must be contained in the space provided on a single two-page 
answer sheet. The disciplines involved in this are considered key features of the task. 

Take care to show how well you can write and be concise, clear and accurate. You must 
complete your answer sheet within the time limit. 

Dictionaries and calculators are NOT permitted. 

  

 

TSA 2020 S2 

Online Exam 

https://appau7lmfib7689.h5.xiaoeknow.com/evaluation_wechat/examination/introduce/ex_60f03246741a5_0J4FColp
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[TSA, 2020S2] 

YOU MUST ANSWER ONLY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

1. Loss of schooling has a serious impact on children ’s lives; attending school during a 
pandemic may risk the health of other people through encouraging virus spread. Is there a 
rational method of balancing these concerns? 

 

2. What is the best way to handle those aspects of the legacy of history which we deeply regret? 

 

3. Are there moral questions that science can help us to answer? 

 

4. Does the response to the COVID-19 pandemic make serious political action on climate and 
environmental issues any more or any less likely? 
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TSA 2021 S1 
Time Allowed: 90 minutes 

 

微信扫码完成在线考试后，自动判分并呈现完整解析、错题录入错题本。 

Speed as well as accuracy is important in this section. Work quickly, or you may not finish 
the paper. There are no penalties for incorrect responses, only marks for correct answers, 
so you should attempt all 50 questions. Each question is worth one mark. 

Answer on the sheet provided. Questions ask you to show your choice between five options. 
Choose the one option you consider correct and record your choice on the separate answer 
sheet. If you make a mistake, erase thoroughly and try again. 

You must complete the answer sheet within the time limit. 

You can use the question paper for rough working or notes, but no extra paper is allowed. 

Calculators are NOT permitted. 
  

 

TSA 2021 S1 

Online Exam 

https://appau7lmfib7689.h5.xiaoeknow.com/evaluation_wechat/examination/introduce/ex_62e601d1ab118_57fD8z4e
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[TSA, 2021S1Q1] 

‘How much does an aeroplane weigh?’; ‘Why are manhole covers round?’. Despite the 
popularity of bizarre questions like this in interviews for jobs in the big technology companies, 
they have been proved to give little insight into the applicant’s ability or personality. Applicants 
faced with such questions would be well-advised to reconsider their interest in working for 
such companies. A study which investigated why these approaches persist concluded that 
these ‘brainteaser’ questions are popular with interviewers who like to protect and enhance 
their self- esteem by appearing to know the answers to impossibly difficult questions. They 
enjoy the feeling of power and superiority over the candidate, revealing a narcissistic or 
sadistic personality. No-one wants to work for someone like that. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Brainteaser questions are popular in interviews with the big technology companies. 

(B) Use of brainteaser questions in interviews gives little insight into a candidate’s ability or 
personality. 

(C) Interviewers who use brainteaser questions show personality traits of narcissism or 
sadism. 

(D) Job applicants faced with brainteaser questions should think carefully about working for 
that company. 

(E) No-one wants to work for someone with a narcissistic or sadistic personality. 

 

[TSA, 2021S1Q2] 

The fairy lights on a Christmas tree are in three colours, blue, green and silver. The blue lights 
flash every 5 seconds, the green lights flash every 8 seconds and the silver lights flash every 12 
seconds. The lights have all just flashed at the same time. 

How many times will they all flash at the same time in the next 45 minutes? 

(A) 5 

(B) 22 

(C) 45 

(D) 108 

(E) 112 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q3] 

A supermarket chain is to remove traditional plastic bags for loose fruit and vegetables from 
its stores by spring next year and 5p single-use plastic bags by March, replacing them with 
compostable bags in each case. This will save 134 million plastic bags, the equivalent of 500 
tonnes of plastic a year, and make it the first nationwide chain to remove them from the fruit 
and vegetable aisles. However, there are problems associated with the compostable bags that 
will replace the plastic ones. This plan to replace plastic bags should be opposed. 

Which one of the following best expresses the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) It does not establish that saving 500 tonnes of plastic a year will not be beneficial. 

(B) It considers only one alternative to the plastic bags. 

(C) It assumes that compostable bags can be used for the same range of food items as plastic 
bags. 

(D) It fails to show that the problems associated with compostable bags would be as severe as 
those associated with plastic. 

(E) It fails to provide evidence that there are benefits to removing traditional plastic bags from 
stores. 

 

[TSA, 2021S1Q4] 

There is often talk of this or that job being ‘exploitative’ or of people on low wages being 
‘exploited’ by their employers, as if there were something deeply unjust about paying someone 
poorly. But this misses a fundamental point about injustice. You cannot be unjustly treated 
voluntarily: if you agree to the action, you are not being unjustly treated. Anyone who accepts 
a job, regardless of the pay, is not being unjustly treated by their employer. Obviously this does 
not apply to someone forced into a job against their will. But if they have accepted their job, 
even if the reasons pushing them to accept it might be deemed unfair in a wider sense, the act 
of employing them cannot itself be deemed unjust. 

Which one of the following illustrates the principle used in the above argument? 

(A) An aid worker who freely goes to work in a war zone and then gets kidnapped and held 
for ransom cannot complain about the actions of their captors. 

(B) A patient who gives fully informed consent to take part in a clinical trial for a new drug has 
no right to complain about experiencing the drug’s stated side effects. 

(C) A person who deviates from the terms of their contract cannot complain if they are 
dismissed for misconduct. 

(D) If someone gives out their credit card details to a cold-caller over the phone, they cannot 
complain about becoming a victim of fraud. 

(E) Someone who suffers as a result of the policies of a party they did not vote for has a right 
to claim they have been unfairly treated. 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q5] 

Genuine apologies are an expression of regret and repentance on the part of the person who 
has acted wrongly. However, in some recent cases government ministers have apologised for 
unjust policies of previous governments, in which they personally played no part; some of 
these actions occurred before the person apologising was even born. Apologies for offensive 
comments or language are sometimes expressed in terms which suggest that the fault lies with 
those who are offended: ‘I am sorry if anyone was offended by what I said.’ Some people – 
especially children – apologise because they are being forced to do so by someone in a position 
of power over them, such as a parent. 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion from the above passage? 

(A) It can be appropriate for someone to apologise even if they did nothing wrong. 

(B) Governments are deemed to have a continuing identity, despite changes in personnel. 

(C) People should apologise if what they say causes offence. 

(D) Some apparent apologies are not genuine. 

(E) You can forgive somebody only if they give a sincere apology. 

 

[TSA, 2021S1Q6] 

I have received the following message that is encrypted with a Caesar cipher: 
JYMDWEFTQEBAF 

This Caesar cipher replaces each letter of the plaintext (the message to be encrypted) with a 
letter that is a certain fixed number of positions along the 26-letter English alphabet. Knowing 
this fixed number of positions (the shift parameter) is the key to decrypt the message. For 
example, if the letter in the plaintext is A (the 1st letter of the alphabet) and the shift parameter 
is 4, then the encrypted letter is E (the 5th letter of the alphabet). Similarly, with a shift 
parameter of 7, Y (the 25th letter of the alphabet) is encrypted as F, which is the 32nd letter if 
the alphabet is repeated immediately after Z. 

I would like to decrypt the message that I have received but I do not know the shift parameter. 
I only know that the first letter of the plaintext is X. 

What is the sixth letter of the decrypted message? 

(A) P 

(B) Q 

(C) R 

(D) S 

(E) T 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q7] 

Gordon’s family are keen cyclists and regularly cycle around town (urban) and a nearby forest 
(rural). He has become concerned recently that the air they are breathing whilst cycling is 
causing his family respiratory problems. He has decided to buy his whole family anti-pollution 
cycling masks, by buying two adult and two child masks. Jo, his wife, has asthma which is 
caused by pollen and his son has allergies to clothing. 

Information about five cycling masks is shown below in the table. 

Gordon wants to buy the brand of cycling mask which fits the whole family’s requirements. 
Which cycling mask should he buy? 

(A) Air-1 

(B) GXi 

(C) Optiair 

(D) Speed 

(E) Breathe 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q8] 

A signal transmitter transmits a message in binary form. (In other words, the message is coded 
in ‘bits’. Each bit is represented either by the digit ‘1’ or by the digit ‘0’.) 

To add an element of security, the signal is embedded within other random bits (so that there 
are other 1s and 0s before and after the message), creating a 26-bit transmission. 

A particular 12-bit message is transmitted as follows: 

01100010111001010011000100 

The same message is transmitted again, as follows: 

10101001111011100101000101 

What is the 12-bit message contained within these two transmissions? 

(A) 001010011000 

(B) 001111011100 

(C) 010011000100 

(D) 101110010100 

(E) 111101110010 

 

[TSA, 2021S1Q9] 

Part-time undergraduate numbers have fallen by more than 50% since 2010 – this represents 
a lost opportunity for people wanting to improve their job options. More needs to be done to 
provide support for people to take short, flexible part-time courses. A survey was conducted of 
830 people who had considered studying part-time, but decided against it or dropped out. They 
were asked what barriers needed to be removed. Flexibility of courses was seen to be an 
important factor, with 44% wanting more flexible courses to fit around their other 
commitments. However, financial concerns were most important, with 59% wanting cheaper 
tuition fees and 37% wanting more support for living costs. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Part-time undergraduate numbers have fallen by more than 50% since 2010. 

(B) The decline in part-time undergraduate numbers is a lost opportunity for people wanting 
to improve their job options. 

(C) More needs to be done to provide support for people to take short, flexible part-time 
courses. 

(D) Flexibility of courses was seen to be an important factor in people deciding against part- 
time study. 

(E) Financial concerns are the most important issue for people considering part-time study. 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q10] 

The mobile phone was said to be the ultimate liberating device. Rather than being forced to 
stay, not just inside a house, not just in a particular room, but almost literally chained to a wall, 
you could now go anywhere to talk to someone. The irony is, however, that mobile phones have 
actually made us a lot less mobile. Not only are we more sedentary than ever before, but 
evidence suggests we now spend longer indoors than we did before mobile phones became 
prevalent. We should rename our beloved devices ‘immobile’ phones. Why would we feel the 
need to go anywhere, after all, if we can obtain all the information we need and communicate 
with anyone we want from the comfort of our own homes? 

Which one of the following, if true, most weakens the above argument? 

(A) Not everyone owns a mobile phone. 

(B) There are other sources of technology besides phones through which people can 
communicate effectively and procure information. 

(C) Many people use their phones to help monitor their physical activity in the hope that it 
will get them to exercise more. 

(D) People may want to leave their homes for reasons other than communicating with others 
or to obtain information. 

(E) People who do not own mobile phones exhibit the same trend towards spending longer 
indoors. 

 

[TSA, 2021S1Q11] 

A lot of people who fear snakes imagine that their skin is slimy. Snakes are not slimy but have 
smooth, dry skin. Therefore, if these people were better informed, they would lose their fear of 
snakes. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) Many people who are on Facebook think they have more friends than people who are not. 

They don’t have more friends, so they should stop using Facebook. 

(B) A lot of birds that get fed become lazy about finding food, and are less able to survive in 
the wild. If people knew this, they would stop feeding birds. 

(C) Many people who know that ice floats do not know it is less dense than water. Ice is less 
dense than water. If people knew this, they would know why ice floats. 

(D) A lot of so-called modern art is regarded as rubbish by people who visit galleries. Not all 
art is rubbish. If it were, people would not go to art galleries. 

(E) Many people who won’t vote Conservative think that Conservatives are all posh. If they 
knew that not all Conservatives are posh, they would be willing to vote for them. 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q12] 

Help Yourself! is a restaurant in which customers can help themselves to as much food as they 
wish from a buffet for a fixed price of $10 for adults and $6 for children. 

A Family Meal Ticket is available for $400 that allows unlimited visits to the restaurant for 2 
adults and 2 children for one year. Any families with more than 2 children are charged half the 
children's price for every additional child, every time they eat. 

Mr and Mrs Monroe and their 3 children made good use of their Family Meal Ticket last year, 
eating at Help Yourself! 30 times. 

How much did the Family Meal Ticket save the Monroe family last year compared to if they had 
just paid per visit? 

(A) $470 

(B) $560 

(C) $590 

(D) $650 

(E) $740 

 

[TSA, 2021S1Q13] 

Jason’s workplace offers a special deal on any four breakfast items. He can choose from bacon, 
sausage, eggs, toast, tomatoes and beans. 

Jason will not have bacon and sausage together, nor will he have egg with beans. How many 
different combinations of the six items will be acceptable to Jason? 

(A) 2 

(B) 3 

(C) 4 

(D) 5 

(E) 6 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q14] 

Cyclists in a small town were surveyed about their age. A table was produced to show the 
percentages and numbers of cyclists in five categories of their age. Some of the survey data was 
added to the table. 

 
How many cyclists in the survey were above 40 years of age? 

(A) 180 

(B) 200 

(C) 270 

(D) 360 

(E) 540 

 

[TSA, 2021S1Q15] 

The government should be active in promoting marriage. Notwithstanding bad marriages, 
research shows that married adults are happier, have better health, are less likely to be 
involved in crime, and enjoy many other advantages related to their personal welfare and the 
welfare of their family. Research also shows that children are most likely to flourish in the 
married-couple family. Marriage rates are declining and non-marital birth rates are rocketing, 
taking a toll on the nation’s welfare. Government promotion of marriage is not only justified 
but also necessary. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) People are strongly against government promotion of marriage. 

(B) The government has a right to influence the family arrangements of its citizens. 

(C) Promotion of marriage is the most important endeavour for the government. 

(D) The government is already involved in the promotion of marriage. 

(E) The nation’s welfare problems would be resolved if more people raised children within a 
marriage. 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q16] 

Many drivers think that the laws that make it compulsory to use a seat belt are an intrusion 
into their private lives – a denial of an autonomous lifestyle choice. But state intervention in 
our freedom is justified when, because of our short-sightedness, impulsiveness or carelessness, 
we act in a way that actually or potentially restricts our freedom – especially when dangerous 
and irreversible consequences are involved. In those cases, the law should protect our future 
selves from the short-sighted and foolish choices of our earlier selves. It should require us to 
act in the way that we would act if we carefully took into account our long-term welfare. The 
legal requirement to wear a seat belt is thus a protection of drivers’ freedom and future selves. 

Which one of the following best illustrates the principle used in the above argument? 

(A) Pedestrians are legally prohibited from crossing railway tracks except at designated 
points. 

(B) Passengers must be in possession of a valid ticket when boarding a train. 

(C) The state funds a campaign to raise awareness of the health hazards of drug use. 

(D) Cigarettes are legally required to be in plain, unbranded packs. 

(E) Cyclists are advised to wear a helmet to protect their head. 

 

[TSA, 2021S1Q17] 

Intensive farming, designed to give the greatest food yield per hectare, is widely believed to 
create higher levels of pollution and damage to the environment than organic farming. But the 
reality is that the opposite is the case: a global research team measured what they call 
‘externalities’ – the environmental costs such as greenhouse gas emissions, fertiliser and water 
use – of producing a given amount of food on both high-yield and low-yield farms. In its study 
of dairy farming in Switzerland, it found that high-yield systems were actually less damaging 
to the environment than organic, which by contrast took up twice as much land for the same 
volume of milk and caused at least one-third more soil loss than conventional dairy farming. 

Which one of the following best expresses the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) It confuses externalities with the central issues of food production and land use. 

(B) It assumes that any land which is not used for farming will instead be used for 
environmental projects. 

(C) It claims that high-yield farming is environmentally friendly, then draws this as a 
conclusion. 

(D) It bases a broad generalisation on the specific example of Swiss dairy farming. 

(E) It ignores the economic realities that are the real motives for intensive farming. 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q18] 

Tim and Jerry are business partners. Tim lives in New York (Eastern Time Zone) and Jerry lives 
in San Francisco (Pacific Time Zone). They both agree to meet in Oklahoma (Central Time 
Zone). 

 

Tim set off at 10 am local time but shortly afterwards he realised he had left his ticket at home. 
As a result he missed his 4 hour flight to Oklahoma, so had to get the 12 pm (midday) flight 
instead. 

Jerry travelled by train for 2 hours to Salt Lake City (Mountain Time Zone), leaving San 
Francisco at 6 am local time. He then immediately boarded a bus from Salt Lake City to 
Oklahoma, where he arrived 6 hours later. 

Which one of the following is true? 

(A) Jerry arrived in Oklahoma 3 hours before Tim. 

(B) Jerry arrived in Oklahoma 1 hour before Tim. 

(C) Jerry and Tim both arrived in Oklahoma at the same time. 

(D) Tim arrived in Oklahoma 1 hour before Jerry. 

(E) Tim arrived in Oklahoma 3 hours before Jerry. 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q19] 

Martha is hoping that her parents will agree to a family visit to Rockworld Zoo as a treat for 
her 16th birthday. This would include Martha, her mum and dad, her brothers aged 14, 12 and 
9 years old and her grandmother, who is 62. 

They have looked at the price tariff for tickets and have decided that they would want to book 
online the day before the proposed visit and that they could go either on Martha’s birthday or 
on the day before it. 

The table shows the possible ticket prices. 

 
* Family of 4 can be 2 adults and 2 children or 1 adult and 3 children 

** Family of 5 can be 2 adults and 3 children or 1 adult and 4 children 

What would be the smallest amount that the family could pay for their tickets? 

(A) $76 

(B) $81 

(C) $84 

(D) $87 

(E) $91 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q20] 

The sales for the four departments of a store are shown in the two pie charts below. 

 

Which one of the following lists the departments in order, from highest average amount spent 
per customer to lowest? 

(A)  clothes, furniture, stationery, food 

(B) food, clothes, stationery, furniture 

(C) food, stationery, clothes, furniture 

(D) food, stationery, furniture, clothes 

(E) furniture, clothes, stationery, food 

 

[TSA, 2021S1Q21] 

If we were ever to detect an alien transmission from outer space, ought we to reply? There are 
good grounds for keeping silent. After all, how do we know that any such aliens will be 
peaceable? But the truth is that it is too late for such precautions. Since World War II, we’ve 
been broadcasting TV, radio, and radar inadvertently into the heavens. Admittedly, these 
signals would be very weak at light years’ distance. But the difficulty extraterrestrials would 
have in picking these up is nothing compared to the challenge they’d face in launching 
weaponry our way. Any society with the capability to threaten Earth will certainly already have 
the kit required to pick up the leakage we’ve been wafting skyward for seven decades. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) There are good grounds for keeping silent if we ever happen across an alien transmission. 

(B) We do not know that any aliens we encounter will be peaceable beings. 

(C) It is too late to worry about keeping silent if we come across an alien transmission. 

(D) It is easier for extraterrestrials to pick up signals than to launch weaponry. 

(E) A society which has the capability to threaten Earth likely possesses the technology to be 
aware of our existence. 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q22] 

We have long known that if women take folic acid supplements during the first months of 
pregnancy (and preferably just before getting pregnant too), it decreases the likelihood of 
babies being born with neural tube defects. Research has shown, however, that not enough 
women in the UK are choosing to take the supplements. Obviously, the Government’s public 
information campaign about folic acid supplementation is not succeeding. It is time that the UK 
followed the lead of countries that require that flour and some other basic or staple foods are 
fortified with folic acid during the manufacturing process. This strategy provides the necessary 
levels of folic acid to women who become pregnant, without the need for supplements and 
without bringing any harm to the wider population. 

Which one of the following, if true, most strengthens the above argument? 

(A) Diet trends mean that increasing numbers of women do not eat food made with flour. 

(B) Women may not realise they are pregnant until after the first months of the pregnancy 
have passed. 

(C) It is possible to add folic acid to flour and other foods at home after buying them. 

(D) Some people object to what they see as excessive government interference with food 
production. 

(E) Women need adequate levels of calcium and vitamin D to ensure a healthy pregnancy. 

 

[TSA, 2021S1Q23] 

Conditions in some of the UK’s prisons are scandalous. Inspectors found some prisons to be 
dirty, vermin-infested places, with frightening levels of violence and prisoners having easy 
access to illegal drugs. Some critics attribute the poor management of these prisons to the fact 
that the government has allowed private companies to run many prisons, although inspectors 
also criticised some state-run prisons. Others say the real problem is one of drastic funding 
cuts, affecting both state-run and privately-run prisons. Either way, we have allowed the 
situation to become very serious – and why? Because for the most part, we do not care. The 
truth is that, personally, we can much better imagine that at some point we’ll need a clean, well- 
run hospital than a decent criminal justice system. 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion from the above passage? 

(A) People are more likely to support spending on hospitals than on prisons. 

(B) The general public are not sufficiently aware of the scandalous prison conditions. 

(C) The government should not allow private companies to run prisons. 

(D) Funding cuts are the cause of the poor conditions in prisons, both state-run and private. 

(E) Hospitals have been made a greater priority for spending than prisons. 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q24] 

A cinema uses magnetic letters to write the title of the most popular film that it is screening on 
its advertisement board. A set of magnetic letters includes the letters of the English alphabet 
in both upper and lower cases, i.e. 26 capital letters and 26 small letters. The cinema has just 
enough sets to be able to write the following title: 

STAR WARS The Force Awakens 

It is now considering putting this title up all in capital letters: 

STAR WARS THE FORCE AWAKENS 

What is the minimum number of extra sets of magnetic letters that the cinema needs to buy? 

(A) 0 

(B) 1 

(C) 2 

(D) 3 

(E) 4 

 

[TSA, 2021S1Q25] 

I run a bakery and sell two sizes of loaf. Small loaves (weighing 240 g) sell for 80p, and large 
loaves (weighing 400 g) sell for £1.20. 

I buy dough, ready-made, at the start of each day. Small boxes (5 kg of dough) cost me £10.00 
each, and large boxes (15 kg of dough) cost me £20.00 each. 

The baking process causes each loaf to lose 20% of the weight of the unbaked dough. 

I expect to sell 40 small loaves and 50 large loaves each day. I buy enough dough to be able to 
make these, and any unused dough at the end of the day has to be thrown away. 

Assuming that I do not buy any more dough than necessary, what proportion of the dough that 
I buy each day do I have to throw away? 

(A) 5.2% 

(B) 6.3% 

(C) 7.5% 

(D) 17.8% 

(E) 34.8% 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q26] 

The Zambezi River Basin plays a key role in water management for the following eight 
countries. 

The table below shows the percentage of people with access to clean drinking water in each 
country in 2004. 

 

Which one of the following graphs, suitably labelled, shows the difference in the percentages 
of people with access to clean water in urban versus rural areas in these countries? 

  

A B 

  

C D 

 

 

E  
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[TSA, 2021S1Q27] 

Rhona is a self-employed IT technician. Some of her clients are also friends. When she checks 
a computer for problems, she sees what is stored on the hard disk. She has sometimes teased 
friends in front of others about the websites they have been visiting and the pictures she has 
seen stored on their computers. She should not have done this, because it is wrong for people 
to reveal sensitive information which they know only because of their work. 

Which one of the following illustrates the principle used in the above argument? 

(A) Anyone who, in the course of their work, discovers evidence of terrorism should report it 
to the police. 

(B) Police officers should be dismissed if they pass confidential information to journalists 
about cases they have investigated. 

(C) Doctors and nurses should have access to patients’ medical records in order to give them 
the correct advice and treatment. 

(D) Ex-boyfriends and ex-girlfriends should not share personal or intimate information about 
their former partners, because such knowledge is private. 

(E) Teachers often come to know quite a lot of information about the families of their pupils, 
which they should report if they have any concerns. 

 

[TSA, 2021S1Q28] 

Following a few simple rules can help you keep your job. For instance, if you arrive late for 
work, you will definitely get fired. You lost your last job so you must have arrived late for work. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) You need a membership card to use the services of the gym. You do not have a membership 
card so you cannot use the gym. 

(B) If a company wants to be successful, it needs to insist on the punctuality of its employees. 
This company does not take the punctuality of its employees seriously, so it will not be 
successful. 

(C) Disciplinary action is initiated against all workers who do not wear a helmet on the 
building site. Meera must have always worn a helmet on the site because no disciplinary 
action has been initiated against her. 

(D) If you turn up the volume, the music gets louder. The music is very loud now, which means 
that you must have turned up the volume. 

(E) In order to anger a hippo, it is enough to get close to it in a boat. They are getting close to 
this one, so it will become angry. 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q29] 

As a result of a recent initiative, energy providers are encouraging their customers to have 
‘smart meters’ installed in their properties. Smart meters are recommended because they help 
you to control your energy usage and therefore mean that you will have lower bills. However, 
you should refuse to have one installed. The device only tells you how much energy you are 
using – it doesn’t suggest a cheaper alternative and, as a result, the information is not useful to 
the customer. In fact, the information is far more useful to the energy companies in saving them 
money. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) Smart meters help you to control your energy usage. 

(B) Having a smart meter will lead to having lower bills. 

(C) You should refuse to have a smart meter installed. 

(D) Smart meters cannot suggest ways for you to reduce your energy usage. 

(E) The information provided by smart meters is only useful to the energy companies. 

 

[TSA, 2021S1Q30] 

I am planning a party next weekend. I have invited 100 people. Last week I took advantage of 
an offer at my local supermarket where I was able to get 10% off the total price of party food if 
I spent more than $75. I paid $108 and I estimate that the food that I bought will be enough for 
60 people. I’ve now had replies to the invitations and I know that there will be 80 people at the 
party. This afternoon I will buy the remaining food that I need. 

What is the total price of the extra food that I need? 

(A) $32.40 

(B) $36.00 

(C) $40.00 

(D) $72.00 

(E) $80.00 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q31] 

Aliyah is planning a 2 week holiday in Spain with her friend Kyra and her husband. They have 
chosen their hotel and are calculating what the total cost will be for the 3 of them. They have 
decided on a departure date of May 21st and will be ready to make the booking in early January. 

The following table shows dates and prices. 

All prices shown are £s per person. 

Single room supplement: £11 on all dates. 

Upgrade to a sea view room supplement: £3. 

Supplement prices are per person, per night. 

Early booking discount: if booked by 31st January is 5% up to a total of £2500, and 10% on any 
total above £2500. 

Aliyah needs a single room. Kyra wants to upgrade the room for her and her husband so that it 
has a sea view. 

What will be the total cost of the hotel booking for the 3 friends? 

(A) £2181.20 

(B) £2910.60 

(C) £2973.60 

(D) £3049.20 

(E) £3218.60 

  



2025 
ueie.com 

20 

 ｜TSA 历年真题集 (2008-2021) 

TSA Past Paper 2021 20 

[TSA, 2021S1Q32] 

A tin of 60 chocolates contains dark chocolates, milk chocolates and white chocolates. Each of 
these types of chocolate is present in three different shapes – square, circle and triangle. 

The distributions of the chocolates in the tin, by type and shape, are shown in the pie charts: 

 

Which one of the following tables, detailing the contents of the tin, is consistent with the pie 
charts? 

  

A B 

  

C D 

 

 

E  
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[TSA, 2021S1Q33] 

Rats, like wood pigeons, badgers and foxes, are synurbic – i.e. a species that thrives in urban 
habitats. Cities provide perfect conditions for rats, offering warmth and shelter and plentiful 
supplies of food – and cities are getting bigger. Human antipathy to rats is well founded: they 
breed quickly and spread disease. Until recently, unwanted rats have been controlled by the 
use of warfarin, a blood-thinning (anticoagulant) drug used medicinally on humans. It has been 
the perfect poison for rats, being odourless and colourless; rats will return to eat food laced 
with warfarin until a lethal dose is accumulated. But rats are developing resistance to warfarin 
and passing this resistance to their offspring. We do not yet have an alternative. The rat 
population will continue to increase as cities grow. 

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument? 

(A) Alternatives to warfarin to control the rat population will not be found. 

(B) Warfarin will become a less effective anticoagulant for humans. 

(C) Other synurbic animals are less dangerous than rats. 

(D) We have no protection against the diseases carried by rats. 

(E) All humans experience antipathy to rats. 

 

[TSA, 2021S1Q34] 

The dark tendencies humans may have, such as psychopathy (lack of empathy), narcissism 
(excessive self-absorption), egoism and sadism are based on the same single underlying source: 
a drive to maximize one’s individual interests, and to disregard or malevolently cause harm to 
others’ interests. These tendencies often underlie the most serious violent crime in any society, 
usually dealt with by imprisonment. Psychiatrists say that people with these characteristics 
are notoriously difficult to change. This suggests that these personality traits are likely to be 
inherited genetic dispositions over which people have no control. It is wrong, therefore, to 
punish people for the actions that have resulted from such tendencies. The justice system 
should not imprison someone for actions over which they had no control. 

Which one of the following best expresses the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) It fails to show the research on which the psychiatrists’ conclusions were based. 

(B) It ignores differences in punishments between different countries. 

(C) It implies that imprisonment is the only option for sentencing. 

(D) It suggests that ways of altering serious antisocial behaviour can never be found. 

(E) It assumes that the only objective of imprisonment is punishment. 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q35] 

Surely there can be few things more commendable than donating to charitable organisations. 
Yet there are compelling strategic reasons to rethink the charitable model used for tackling 
social problems in many countries. Relying on voluntary public donations to fund charitable 
work can leave important but less popular causes without the support they require. For 
instance, many people are more willing to donate to charities assisting cancer patients or 
neglected animals than to those helping drug addicts, who are often viewed less 
sympathetically. Also, in some countries, the largest donors are wealthy individuals given tax 
reductions in exchange for their charitable donations. Such ‘tax breaks’ reduce the 
government’s revenue, meaning that they have less money to fund a more comprehensive 
public service approach to addressing society’s problems. 

Which one of the following, if true, most weakens the above argument? 

(A) Many non-wealthy taxpayers would prefer to give money to charities of their own 
choosing rather than to government agencies. 

(B) Charities are often better than governments at testing innovative approaches that make a 
significant difference to tackling social problems. 

(C) The number of charitable organisations is much higher in some parts of the world than in 
others. 

(D) Some people in real need of assistance are more reluctant to accept help from charities 
than from government bodies. 

(E) Most money donated to charity is spent on the administrative costs of running charities, 
rather than on the causes they are meant to help. 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q36] 

A game is played involving two dice. Both dice are 6-sided cubes with the following shapes on 
their faces: 

red square 

blue square 

green square 

red circle 

blue circle 

green circle 

The two dice are thrown and the player scores points according to the following system: 

 
The maximum possible score from a single throw of both dice is 7 (both dice displaying red 
circles). 

Which one of the following scores is not possible from a single throw of both dice? 

(A) 2 

(B) 3 

(C) 4 

(D) 5 

(E) 6 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q37] 

On a six-day hiking holiday, a group of friends travelled part of the trail by walking and part by 
bus. On average they walked 15 km per day over the six days. By the end of the 5th day, they 
had travelled 30 km by bus. The chart below shows the total distance covered each day. 

 
How far did they travel by bus on the 6th day? 

(A) 0 km 

(B) 5 km 

(C) 10 km 

(D) 15 km 

(E) 30 km 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q38] 

The numbers of males and females enrolled at a college in 2016, 2017 and 2018 are shown in 
the graph below. 

 

Which one of the following is not true? 

(A) The percentage of males increased from 2016 to 2017. 

(B) The percentage of females increased from 2017 to 2018. 

(C) The percentage of males increased from 2016 to 2018. 

(D) The percentage increase in the number of males from 2016 to 2017 was greater than the 
percentage decrease in the number of males from 2017 to 2018. 

(E) The percentage increase in the number of females from 2016 to 2017 was greater than the 
percentage decrease in the number of females from 2017 to 2018. 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q39] 

In 1992, the bestseller Men Are from Mars, Women Are from Venus was published. Decades 
later, even in places where women and men occupy relatively similar positions in society, the 
notion of fundamental psychological differences between the sexes still has great appeal. 
However, this idea that ‘men and women are from different planets’ is as unfounded as it is 
enduring. Research has found no evidence of such profound, unalterable differences. Studies 
have debunked, for instance, the myth that women’s communication is more cooperative, and 
men’s more competitive. Many observed differences have been shown to be context- 
dependent and disappear when social circumstances are changed. But a news headline of ‘Men 
and women pretty similar, research finds’ just wouldn’t grab the same attention, would it? 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) The idea that ‘men and women are from different planets’ has appeal even where 
relatively high levels of gender equality exist. 

(B) Research has found no reliable evidence of fundamental or unalterable differences 
between men and women. 

(C) The idea that ‘men and women are from different planets’ is as unsupported as it is 
persistent. 

(D) Old-fashioned notions about the sexes remain a stumbling block to gender equality. 

(E) Many apparent differences between women and men are actually dependent on the social 
context. 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q40] 

In order for a gritted road surface to freeze over, temperatures must fall to –10 °C or below. 
Above this temperature, grit will continue to melt ice on the road. Since ice has formed even on 
treated surfaces in recent weeks, the temperature must have fallen below –10 °C at times. 

Which one of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the above argument? 

(A) In order to make bread successfully it is essential that the oven reaches a temperature of 
200 °C or above. If this is not reached or maintained, the bread will not rise properly. Since 
this bread has not risen, the oven must not yet be up to temperature. 

(B) Temperatures of 37 °C and above cause chocolate to melt and release some of the oils it 
contains. When it cools again a whitish residue is left behind. Since this chocolate has a 
white residue, at some point it must have been kept at a temperature exceeding 37 °C. 

(C) A fever is medically defined as an oral temperature exceeding 37.7 °C, but a diagnosis of 
fever may be given below this point. Since the patient’s notes state that he had a fever on 
admission to hospital, we can be confident that his temperature was 37.7 °C or above at 
that time. 

(D) Iron melts at temperatures in excess of 1538 °C. Without reaching this temperature it is 
impossible to cast iron. Although we do not know exactly how some of the earliest furnaces 
worked, since we have found evidence of cast iron in China from around 550 BCE, we can 
be sure that these ancient people found ways to reach temperatures exceeding 1538 °C. 

(E) Ideally coffee should be stored below 5 °C once ground in order to help preserve its flavour. 
Stale coffee tastes bitter and can have a musty aroma. Since the coffee has been kept at 
room temperature, we should expect complaints about its flavour. 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q41] 

Advocates of alternative or complementary medicine frequently say things like, ‘You need to 
treat the body, mind and spirit together’, contending that mainstream medicine focuses too 
much on the purely physical. Alternative medicine prides itself on treating the person ‘as a 
whole’, taking account of their underlying psychological states as well as their physical 
symptoms. Suggest to an advocate of alternative medicine, however, that the effectiveness of 
such treatment may largely be due to the placebo effect (i.e. to the belief that the medicine will 
work rather than the medicine itself), and they will typically find this objectionable. Yet what 
is the placebo effect other than a perfect example of the mind and body working together, of 
the power of ‘mind over matter’? 

Which one of the following can be drawn as a conclusion from the above passage? 

(A) The placebo effect is considerably more powerful than people typically give it credit for. 

(B) All medicine involves interplay between the body and the mind. 

(C) If they want to be consistent, advocates of alternative medicine ought to be more accepting 
of the possible role that the placebo effect plays in their treatments. 

(D) Supporters of alternative medicine ought to reassess the effectiveness of alternative 
treatments in comparison to the treatments of mainstream medicine. 

(E) The attempt to reduce any medical treatment to the purely physical fails to recognise the 
healing powers of the mind. 

 

[TSA, 2021S1Q42] 

The 4-digit PIN for my credit card can be written as two 2-digit square numbers (between 10 
and 100). When the four digits, which are all different, are written individually in words, they 
are in alphabetical order. 

What is the last digit of my PIN? 

(A) 1 

(B) 4 

(C) 5 

(D) 6 

(E) 9 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q43] 

Jun lives in Applecross and Aki lives in Damsonville. Both live a 10-minute walk from their local 
train stations, which both lie on the Applecross–Figtown line. 

Trains on this line run throughout the day to the following timetable: 

 
“h” refers to all hours from 06:00 to 21:00. For instance, the train departing from Applecross 
at 08:27 arrives in Figtown at 09:14. 

Jun leaves his house at 10:00 to go to visit Aki at her house. He must be back home by 16:00 
and will spend at least 1 hour at Aki’s house. 

What is the difference between the maximum and minimum time that Jun can spend at Aki’s 
house? 

(A) 2 hours 40 minutes 

(B) 2 hours 53 minutes 

(C) 3 hours 26 minutes 

(D) 3 hours 40 minutes 

(E) 3 hours 53 minutes 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q44] 

At the beginning of March, Suzy begins training for a marathon running event. At the end of 
each month from March until August, she records the total distance that she has run since the 
beginning of March. This information is shown in the following table. 

 

Which one of the following pie charts, suitably labelled, could represent a comparison of the 
monthly distances run by Suzy? 

   

A B C 

  

 

D E  
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[TSA, 2021S1Q45] 

A charity dealing with homelessness in the UK has reported that its case workers have 
compiled a list of private landlords and commercial rental companies which have refused to 
undertake necessary repairs to properties. In some of those cases, tenants have been evicted 
simply for complaining about the conditions in which they were living. Acting unjustly towards 
vulnerable people in these ways is an abuse of power. Tenants therefore need to be protected 
from individuals and commercial companies which profit from owning and letting properties. 
Only not-for-profit housing associations should be allowed to let accommodation to people 
who cannot afford to buy their own homes. 

Which one of the following best expresses the flaw in the above argument? 

(A) The tenants who were evicted may have been unsatisfactory in other respects. 

(B) People who rent accommodation from private landlords are not necessarily vulnerable. 

(C) Harsh penalties for abusive landlords would not necessarily be effective. 

(D) Some people who could afford to buy their own home may prefer not to do so. 

(E) Not-for-profit housing associations may be no better than commercial companies or 
private landlords. 

 

[TSA, 2021S1Q46] 

In August, Bill used his new, UK-based Bridgford Bank credit card for the first time. The 
summary details for this card are shown below. 

 

He bought goods to the value of £2450. He also withdrew £300 in cash from a UK cash machine. 
Then, on holiday in Spain, he used the card to pay for £500 worth of goods. 

What would be the minimum payment for his card use in August? 

(A) £65.00 

(B) £65.16 

(C) £65.25 

(D) £65.50 

(E) £65.56 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q47] 

Acting is surely the most overrated occupation of all time. Although top actors are held in high 
esteem, sometimes people walk into the profession without any training and win critical 
acclaim. In the film Captain Phillips, for example, Barkhad Abdi won several awards for best 
supporting actor, despite having never acted before in his life – he was chosen because of how 
he looked and, presumably, because he had some natural ability to act. Yet how difficult can 
something be if natural ability is enough to get by? And in any case, no one should be admired 
simply for having a natural ability. It is like being congratulated for being tall or having good 
eyesight. Film actors do not, therefore, deserve to be held in such high regard. 

Which one of the following illustrates the principle used in the above argument? 

(A) We should not praise a five-year-old child who picks up a golf club for the first time and 
consistently strikes the ball cleanly. 

(B) The music Mozart composed towards the end of his life should be thought of more highly 
than that which he wrote when very young. 

(C) If we know that a writer has spent a long time drafting and re-drafting their work, then 
their work is automatically deserving of praise. 

(D) A successful musician who happened to be in the right place at the right time when they 
were first recognised does not deserve the accolades they receive. 

(E) Someone who has a photographic memory and is employed by the security services does 
not deserve the high salary they might earn. 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q48] 

A company analyses five possible cities to build a 5 storey office building. The total floor area 
of the 5 storeys required by the company is 3000 m2 and the total land area required on which 
to build it is 600 m2. 

The table below gives the land price and construction price in $ per m2 in five cities. 

 

The cost of building the office is the cost per square metre for the total floor space of all 5 
storeys requirements and the plot land area purchase cost. 

What is the difference in cost to build the office between the most expensive and least 
expensive of the five cities lowest and highest estimates for building the office? 

(A) $870 000 

(B) $1 210 000 

(C) $1 410 000 

(D) $2 700 000 

(E) $2 940 000 

 

[TSA, 2021S1Q49] 

Couples who want to divorce will face a less confrontational process under recent proposals to 
change UK law. The proposed changes would remove the need to show evidence of the other 
spouse’s conduct and so avoid the ‘blame game’ that has existed when a marriage breaks down. 
Additionally, the opportunity for the other spouse to contest the intent to divorce will be 
removed. These reforms must be enacted as a matter of urgency. Since confrontations can 
create a lot of stress for couples, the changes would remove some of the emotional burden from 
the process of divorce. And with some divorce cases having taken five or more years to finalise, 
that is a lot of stress to put on a couple and their family members. 

Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument? 

(A) The proposals would create a less confrontational process for divorce in the UK. 

(B) The proposals would help to avoid the breakdown of a marriage becoming a ‘blame game’. 

(C) Reform of the UK divorce process must happen without delay. 

(D) Lengthy confrontations cause a lot of stress for couples and their family members. 

(E) The proposals would make divorce a less stressful experience in the UK. 
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[TSA, 2021S1Q50] 

The company that I currently work for pays its employees monthly. Pay day is the fourth 
Thursday of every month or the 26th, whichever is earlier. Since I joined the company the dates 
on which I have been paid (in order) have been: 

24th 

24th 

26th 

26th 

23rd 

26th 

25th (last month) 

On what date will I be paid this month? 

(A) 22nd 

(B) 23rd 

(C) 24th 

(D) 25th 

(E) 26th 
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TSA 2021 S2 
Time Allowed: 30 minutes 

 

微信扫码在线完成考试，考试结束后由教师人工阅卷判分。 

This question paper contains a choice of four tasks, of which you must answer only one. 
There is space on the question paper for preliminary notes. Your answer must be written 
on the answer sheet provided. No additional answer sheets may be used. Candidates 
with permission to use a word processor must not exceed 1200 words. 

The questions each provide an opportunity for you to show how well you can select, 
develop and organise ideas and communicate them effectively in writing. 

It is important that your answer is relevant to the question and addresses it directly. 
This is not a test of knowledge, nor is it assumed that the questions have right or wrong 
answers. If the question requires you to make judgements and express your opinions, try 
to provide coherent arguments to support your views and consider the merits of possible 
counter arguments. 

Before you begin writing, take time to think carefully about what you need to say and 
the ways in which the organisation of your response might help convey your message. 

Note that your response must be contained in the space provided on a single two-page 
answer sheet. The disciplines involved in this are considered key features of the task. 

Take care to show how well you can write and be concise, clear and accurate. You must 
complete your answer sheet within the time limit. 

Dictionaries and calculators are NOT permitted. 

  

 

TSA 2021 S2 

Online Exam 

https://appau7lmfib7689.h5.xiaoeknow.com/evaluation_wechat/examination/introduce/ex_62e60225e0efc_i935jNeR
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[TSA, 2021S2] 

YOU MUST ANSWER ONLY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

1. ‘Farming animals is a form of forced labour, so we ought to be vegans.’ Should we accept 
this argument? 

 

2. ‘Mental health and physical health are distinct from each other, so they should be treated 
by distinct health care systems.’ Is this a good argument? 

 

3. Is the growing use of digital technology in everyday life weakening our attachments to local 
places? 

 

4. Should all businesses that have suffered losses in the pandemic be offered economic 
support from the state? 
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